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Industrial Communications & Electronics, Inc, ("IC&E") wishes to express its strong
support for the proposal submitted by Cyren Call Communications Corporation ("Cyren Call")
in which it has recommended that the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") reallocate
30 MHz of 700 MHz spectrum from commercial to public safety usc. IC&E recognizes that
this action would require Congressional approval, but encourages the FCC to initiate a rule
making proceeding in which this critical public policy issue can be considered before thc
spectrum at issue is auctioned for purely commercial usage.

IC&E has been involved in wireless communications for several decades. It has a broad
range of experience as a commercial SMR provider at both 800 and 900 MHz, through a sister
corporation as a cellular operator, and through its sales and service arm as a pre-eminent
supplier of two-way radio systems, ancillary eqUipment and support services to numerous
public safety users. The company has seen an explosion in wireless communications through
its decades of operations, a revolution that has delivered unprecedented communications
capabilities to the American public.

However, IC&E also is aware that the public safety community, the most critical users in
this country, continue to lag behind consumers in access to state-of-the-art telecommunications
and, more important, lack even basic interoperability capabilities. We all have seen the tragic
consequences of this problem in the events of9-11, Hurricane Katrina and any number onocal
events where even police and fire responders from the same community are lUlable to talk with
one another, much less to take full advantage of personnel from other jurisdictions that may
have rushed to the scene to provide assistance.



The reasons for this ongoing problem are multiple and involve economic, technical and
organizational challenges. The situation is complex and demands an encompassing solution. It
is for this reason that IC&E urges the FCC to take action consistent with the proposal
recommended by C)Ten Call as its Petilion represents the only approach that addresses all
aspects ofthis urgent public problem.

First, there is no question that the spectrum needs of public safety must be considered
paramoW11 in a world where spectrum resources are limited. Moreover, when allocating
spectlUm, the FCC must be mindful of the different operational requirements of potential users
and assign available bands accordingly. As noted by Cyren Call, and affirmed by multiple
other parties, Ole propagation characteristics of the 700 MHz band are optimally suited to the
wide areas that public safety users often mu;,'i serve. Unlike commercial operators, including
IC&E itself, emergency responders cannot elect to focus coverage on areas of dense population
or lransportation corridors. They must serve the public whe.rel'er it is and should have first
clainl on spectrum, such as 700 MHz, that can meet that requirement in a cost-effective manner

Second, this spectrum is ideal not just fOr localized public safety needs but, as suggested
by CYlen Call, to support a nationwide, broadband, advanced technology network that will
ensure interoperability on a scale heretofore unimaginable. This is not a substitute for the local,
voice-centric systems on which public safety users will continue to rely for many day-to-day
applications, and should not inlpedc current public safety planning for and deployment of its
existing 700 MHz allocation. This additional 30 MHz of 700 MHz spectrum is a precious
public resource that should be reserved to satisfy this singular, otherwise unachievable public
benefit.

Third, Cyren Call's proposal to create a public/private partnership with public safety
controlling the system design and specifications, but with commercial providers building the
network in exchange for the opportunity to lease excess capacity for commercial service,
represents the only solution lC&E has seen to the perennial funding problem faced by public
safety users. Even when public safely entities are able to fund state-of-the-art systems, by the
lime those systems are deployed they no longer represent the most advanced technology. Even
worse, they typically cannot be replaced or even significantly updated for ten, sometimes
twenty, years until the public again is prepared to use taxpayer dollars to invest in
telecommunications capabilities when schools, medical care and other important interests
compete for those fUnds. The Cyren Call proposal circumvmts that problem by allowing
public safety essentially to piggy-back on the ongoing system upgrades that characterize
today's advanced commercial networks. It also will permit public safety to take advantage of
Ule cost efficiencies of the consumer marketplace with respect to subscriber units.

For all these reasonS, IC&E urges the FCC to move forward with the Cyren Call petition
to the full extent of its authority. The nation and the Congress look to the FCC, the expert
agency, to investigate and make recommendations with respect to matters of
telecommunications policy. The FCC should exercise its leadership role in tlle extraordinarily
important area of public safety communications by initiating a rule making proceeding along
the lines recommended by Cyren Call and, if the record supports doing so, by recommending to



Congress that the Communications Act be amended to permit implementation of the Cyren Call
proposal.
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