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The Illinois Independent Telephone Association (“IITA”) is a trade association of llinois
incumbent local exchange carriers serving 35,000 or fewer access lines. On October 25, 2006,
the IITA filed Comments in this proceeding in support of the Missoula Plan and urging its
adoption and approval by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”). The IITA files
these Comments in support of the Interim Phantom Traffic Proposal contained in the filing made
by the Supporters of the Missoula Plan of November 6, 2006 and concerning which the FCC
sought comment by its Public Notice released November 8, 20006.

As discussed in both the Missoula Plan filed in July, 2006 and the November 6, 2006
filing entitled “Industry Standards for the Creation and Exchange of Call Information”,
“Phantom Traffic” consists of calls that lack sufficient signaling information to enable
intermediate and terminating carriers to bill for intercarricr compensation. The IITA believes
that it is beyond dispute that “Phantom Traffic” is not only a significant problem but also a
problem that continues to grow in magnitude and consequence. Carriers whose networks are
being “used” to transit or terminate Phantom Traffic are being harmed by their inability to biil
and collect intercarrier compensation. The “known” customers of carriers receiving “Phantom
Traffic” are potentially adversely affected, as well, because of the carrier’s inability to be
compensated for the handling of “Phantom Traffic”.

The IITA believes that there is a critical need to begin addressing the “Phantom Traffic”
problem at the earliest possible time. The Missoula Plan filed in July contains a comprehensive
solution for Phantom Traffic (see Section V at pages 56-61). That filing also contained an
mnterim phantom traffic solution (see pages 61-63). The November 6 filing describes an interim
process to be used until such time as the full program of reforms containing in the Missoula Plan,

including the comprehensive phantom traffic reform proposal, is approved by the FCC and



implemented. The HTA respectfully submits the FCC should proceed immediately to enter an

Order adopting the interim process. This will allow for a positive step to be taken now while the

FCC continues to consider the overall Missoula Plan, including but not limited to the

comprehensive solution for phantom traffic and the uniform process.

While the IITA believes that the Commuission should proceed immediately to enter an

appropriate Order approving the interim phantom traffic solution and interim process, the [ITA

would also emphasize the continuing need for the Commission to expeditiously consider,

approve and direct the implementation of the entire Missoula Plan.
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