
Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

The Missoula Plan Intercarrier
Compensation Reform Plan

)
)
)
)

Docket 01-92
DA 06-1510

Comments of the Illinois Independent Telephone Association

In Support of

Missoula Plan Supporters' Interim Phantom Traffic Proposal

December 7, 2006



The Illinois Independent Telephone Association ("ITTA") is a trade association of Illinois

incumbent local exchange carriers serving 35,000 or fewer access lines. On October 25,2006,

the ITTA filed Comments in this proceeding in support of the Missoula Plan and urging its

adoption and approval by the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC"). The ITTA files

these Comments in support of the Interim Phantom Traffic Proposal contained in the filing made

by the Supporters ofthe Missoula Plan ofNovember 6, 2006 and concerning which the FCC

sought comment by its Public Notice released November 8, 2006.

As discussed in both the Missoula Plan filed in July, 2006 and the November 6, 2006

filing entitled "Industry Standards for the Creation and Exchange of Call Information",

"Phantom Traffic" consists of calls that lack sufficient signaling information to enable

intermediate and terminating carriers to bill for intercarrier compensation. The ITTA believes

that it is beyond dispute that "Phantom Traffic" is not only a significant problem but also a

problem that continues to grow in magnitude and consequence. Carriers whose networks are

being "used" to transit or terminate Phantom Traffic are being harmed by their inability to bill

and collect intercarrier compensation. The "known" customers of carriers receiving "Phantom

Traffic" are potentially adversely affected, as well, because ofthe carrier's inability to be

compensated for the handling of"Phantom Traffic".

The ITTA believes that there is a critical need to begin addressing the "Phantom Traffic"

problem at the earliest possible time. The Missoula Plan filed in July contains a comprehensive

solution for Phantom Traffic (see Section V at pages 56-61). That filing also contained an

interim phantom traffic solution (see pages 61-63). The November 6 filing describes an interim

process to be used until such time as the full program of reforms containing in the Missoula Plan,

including the comprehensive phantom traffic reform proposal, is approved by the FCC and
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implemented. The IITA respectfully submits the FCC should proceed immediately to enter an

Order adopting the interim process. This will allow for a positive step to be taken now while the

FCC continues to consider the overall Missoula Plan, including but not limited to the

comprehensive solution for phantom traffic and the unifonn process.

While the IITA believes that the Commission should proceed immediately to enter an

appropriate Order approving the interim phantom traffic solution and interim process, the IITA

would also emphasize the continuing need for the Commission to expeditiously consider,

approve and direct the implementation ofthe entire Missoula Plan.

DATED this 7th day of December, 2007.

Respectfully submitted,

ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE
ASSOCIATION

By: --b'--="''-------''------ft---

Dennis K. Muncy
Joseph D. Murphy
MEYER CAPEL, A Professional Corporation
306 W. Church Street
P.O. Box 6750
Champaign, IL 61826-6750
Telephone: 217.352.0030
Facsimile: 217.352-9294
dmuncy@meyercape1.com
jmurphy@meyercape1.com
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Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a copy of Comments of the Illinois Independent Telephone Association In
Support of Missoula Plan Supporters' Interim Phantom Traffic Proposal was served this 7'h day
ofDecember, 2006, by electronic filing and e-mailed to the persons listed below.

Marlene H. Dortch
Commission's Secretary
Office ofthe Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Victoria Goldberg
Pricing Policy Division
Wireline Competition Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5-A266
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
Victoria.Goldberg@fcc.gov

Best Copy and Printing, Inc.
Room CY-B402
445 l2'h Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
fcc@bcpiweb.com

Dennis
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