
413-585-8904

Melissa Garrison
PO Box 163 , Welches, OR 97067 

December 10, 2006   2:07 PM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Garrison
PO Box 163
Welches, OR 97067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Garrison
PO Box 163 , Welches, OR 97067 

December 10, 2006   2:07 PM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Garrison
PO Box 163
Welches, OR 97067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Garrison
PO Box 163 , Welches, OR 97067 

December 10, 2006   2:07 PM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Garrison
PO Box 163
Welches, OR 97067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way , venice, CA 90291 

December 10, 2006   2:04 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way
venice, CA 90291

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way , venice, CA 90291 

December 10, 2006   2:04 PM

Representative Jane Harman
U.S. House of Representatives
2400 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Harman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way
venice, CA 90291

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way , venice, CA 90291 

December 10, 2006   2:04 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way
venice, CA 90291

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way , venice, CA 90291 

December 10, 2006   2:04 PM

Representative Jane Harman
U.S. House of Representatives
2400 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Harman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way
venice, CA 90291

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way , venice, CA 90291 

December 10, 2006   2:04 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darius Fisher
1314 Morningside Way
venice, CA 90291

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd , Chewelah, WA 99109 

December 10, 2006   1:59 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd
Chewelah, WA 99109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd , Chewelah, WA 99109 

December 10, 2006   1:59 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd
Chewelah, WA 99109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd , Chewelah, WA 99109 

December 10, 2006   1:59 PM

Representative Cathy McMorris
U.S. House of Representatives
1708 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McMorris,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd
Chewelah, WA 99109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd , Chewelah, WA 99109 

December 10, 2006   1:59 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd
Chewelah, WA 99109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd , Chewelah, WA 99109 

December 10, 2006   1:59 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd
Chewelah, WA 99109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd , Chewelah, WA 99109 

December 10, 2006   1:59 PM

Representative Cathy McMorris
U.S. House of Representatives
1708 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McMorris,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gary Stevens
3301 Mountainview Rd
Chewelah, WA 99109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Harrison
1005 West State , Union, MO 63084 

December 10, 2006   1:55 PM

Representative Kenny Hulshof
U.S. House of Representatives
412 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hulshof,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Harrison
1005 West State
Union, MO 63084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Harrison
1005 West State , Union, MO 63084 

December 10, 2006   1:55 PM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Harrison
1005 West State
Union, MO 63084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Harrison
1005 West State , Union, MO 63084 

December 10, 2006   1:55 PM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Harrison
1005 West State
Union, MO 63084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Harrison
1005 West State , Union, MO 63084 

December 10, 2006   1:55 PM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Harrison
1005 West State
Union, MO 63084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Harrison
1005 West State , Union, MO 63084 

December 10, 2006   1:55 PM

Representative Kenny Hulshof
U.S. House of Representatives
412 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hulshof,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Harrison
1005 West State
Union, MO 63084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43 , Bellevue, WA 98006 

December 10, 2006   1:52 PM

Representative Dave Reichert
U.S. House of Representatives
1223 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Reichert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43
Bellevue, WA 98006

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43 , Bellevue, WA 98006 

December 10, 2006   1:52 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43
Bellevue, WA 98006

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43 , Bellevue, WA 98006 

December 10, 2006   1:52 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43
Bellevue, WA 98006

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43 , Bellevue, WA 98006 

December 10, 2006   1:52 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43
Bellevue, WA 98006

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43 , Bellevue, WA 98006 

December 10, 2006   1:52 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Wilson
12205 SE 60TH ST #43
Bellevue, WA 98006

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403 , Providence, RI 02940 

December 10, 2006   1:45 PM

Senator Jack Reed
U.S. Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reed,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403
Providence, RI 02940

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403 , Providence, RI 02940 

December 10, 2006   1:45 PM

Senator Lincoln Chafee
U.S. Senate
141A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chafee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403
Providence, RI 02940

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403 , Providence, RI 02940 

December 10, 2006   1:45 PM

Representative Patrick Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
407 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403
Providence, RI 02940

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403 , Providence, RI 02940 

December 10, 2006   1:45 PM

Senator Lincoln Chafee
U.S. Senate
141A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chafee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403
Providence, RI 02940

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403 , Providence, RI 02940 

December 10, 2006   1:45 PM

Senator Jack Reed
U.S. Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reed,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403
Providence, RI 02940

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403 , Providence, RI 02940 

December 10, 2006   1:45 PM

Representative Patrick Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
407 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Harrigan
PO Box 40403
Providence, RI 02940

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Klein
99-24 63 Ave , Rego Park, NY 11374 

December 10, 2006   1:44 PM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Klein
99-24 63 Ave
Rego Park, NY 11374

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Klein
99-24 63 Ave , Rego Park, NY 11374 

December 10, 2006   1:44 PM

Representative Anthony Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
1122 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weiner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Klein
99-24 63 Ave
Rego Park, NY 11374

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Klein
99-24 63 Ave , Rego Park, NY 11374 

December 10, 2006   1:44 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Klein
99-24 63 Ave
Rego Park, NY 11374

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Klein
99-24 63 Ave , Rego Park, NY 11374 

December 10, 2006   1:44 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Klein
99-24 63 Ave
Rego Park, NY 11374

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Klein
99-24 63 Ave , Rego Park, NY 11374 

December 10, 2006   1:44 PM

Representative Anthony Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
1122 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weiner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Klein
99-24 63 Ave
Rego Park, NY 11374

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE , Yuma, AZ 85364 

December 10, 2006   1:43 PM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE
Yuma, AZ 85364

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE , Yuma, AZ 85364 

December 10, 2006   1:43 PM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE
Yuma, AZ 85364

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE , Yuma, AZ 85364 

December 10, 2006   1:43 PM

Representative Raul Grijalva
U.S. House of Representatives
1440 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Grijalva,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE
Yuma, AZ 85364

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE , Yuma, AZ 85364 

December 10, 2006   1:43 PM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE
Yuma, AZ 85364

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE , Yuma, AZ 85364 

December 10, 2006   1:43 PM

Representative Raul Grijalva
U.S. House of Representatives
1440 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Grijalva,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE
Yuma, AZ 85364

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE , Yuma, AZ 85364 

December 10, 2006   1:43 PM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arifi Waked
1573 S 37 AVE
Yuma, AZ 85364

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St , Denver, CO 80207 

December 10, 2006   1:41 PM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St
Denver, CO 80207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St , Denver, CO 80207 

December 10, 2006   1:41 PM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St
Denver, CO 80207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St , Denver, CO 80207 

December 10, 2006   1:41 PM

Representative Diana DeGette
U.S. House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeGette,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St
Denver, CO 80207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St , Denver, CO 80207 

December 10, 2006   1:41 PM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St
Denver, CO 80207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St , Denver, CO 80207 

December 10, 2006   1:41 PM

Representative Diana DeGette
U.S. House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeGette,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St
Denver, CO 80207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St , Denver, CO 80207 

December 10, 2006   1:41 PM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Rooney
2364 Clermont St
Denver, CO 80207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   1:38 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   1:38 PM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   1:38 PM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   1:38 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   1:38 PM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phoebe Blanchford
148 Madison Ave
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way , jupiter, FL 33458 

December 10, 2006   1:36 PM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way
jupiter, FL 33458

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way , jupiter, FL 33458 

December 10, 2006   1:36 PM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way
jupiter, FL 33458

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way , jupiter, FL 33458 

December 10, 2006   1:36 PM

Representative Vacant Vacant
U.S. House of Representatives
104 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Vacant,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way
jupiter, FL 33458

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way , jupiter, FL 33458 

December 10, 2006   1:36 PM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gerda hilgers
8402 SE Country Estates Way
jupiter, FL 33458

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale Apt 10, DENVER, CO 80222 

December 10, 2006   1:35 PM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale
Apt 10
DENVER, CO 80222

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale Apt 10, DENVER, CO 80222 

December 10, 2006   1:35 PM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale
Apt 10
DENVER, CO 80222

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale Apt 10, DENVER, CO 80222 

December 10, 2006   1:35 PM

Representative Diana DeGette
U.S. House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeGette,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale
Apt 10
DENVER, CO 80222

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale Apt 10, DENVER, CO 80222 

December 10, 2006   1:35 PM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale
Apt 10
DENVER, CO 80222

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale Apt 10, DENVER, CO 80222 

December 10, 2006   1:35 PM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale
Apt 10
DENVER, CO 80222

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale Apt 10, DENVER, CO 80222 

December 10, 2006   1:35 PM

Representative Diana DeGette
U.S. House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeGette,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Adams
5535 E Yale
Apt 10
DENVER, CO 80222

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Gurney
10353 SD Mission Rd #212C , San Diego, CA 92108 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Gurney
10353 SD Mission Rd #212C
San Diego, CA 92108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Gurney
10353 SD Mission Rd #212C , San Diego, CA 92108 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Gurney
10353 SD Mission Rd #212C
San Diego, CA 92108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle , Austell, GA 30168 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle
Austell, GA 30168

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle , Austell, GA 30168 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle
Austell, GA 30168

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Gurney
10353 SD Mission Rd #212C , San Diego, CA 92108 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Gurney
10353 SD Mission Rd #212C
San Diego, CA 92108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle , Austell, GA 30168 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Representative Phil Gingrey
U.S. House of Representatives
119 Canon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gingrey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle
Austell, GA 30168

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle , Austell, GA 30168 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle
Austell, GA 30168

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle , Austell, GA 30168 

December 10, 2006   1:34 PM

Representative Phil Gingrey
U.S. House of Representatives
119 Canon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gingrey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susie Bolden
7000 Oakhill Circle
Austell, GA 30168

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Quinet
111 River Run , Greenwich, CT 06831 

December 10, 2006   1:33 PM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Quinet
111 River Run
Greenwich, CT 06831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Quinet
111 River Run , Greenwich, CT 06831 

December 10, 2006   1:33 PM

Representative Christopher Shays
U.S. House of Representatives
1126 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Shays,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Quinet
111 River Run
Greenwich, CT 06831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Quinet
111 River Run , Greenwich, CT 06831 

December 10, 2006   1:33 PM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Quinet
111 River Run
Greenwich, CT 06831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Quinet
111 River Run , Greenwich, CT 06831 

December 10, 2006   1:33 PM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Quinet
111 River Run
Greenwich, CT 06831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Quinet
111 River Run , Greenwich, CT 06831 

December 10, 2006   1:33 PM

Representative Christopher Shays
U.S. House of Representatives
1126 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Shays,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Quinet
111 River Run
Greenwich, CT 06831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro , Pleasanton, CA 94566 

December 10, 2006   1:32 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro
Pleasanton, CA 94566

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro , Pleasanton, CA 94566 

December 10, 2006   1:32 PM

Representative Richard Pombo
U.S. House of Representatives
2411 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pombo,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro
Pleasanton, CA 94566

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro , Pleasanton, CA 94566 

December 10, 2006   1:32 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro
Pleasanton, CA 94566

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro , Pleasanton, CA 94566 

December 10, 2006   1:32 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro
Pleasanton, CA 94566

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro , Pleasanton, CA 94566 

December 10, 2006   1:32 PM

Representative Richard Pombo
U.S. House of Representatives
2411 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pombo,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Franz Thiebaut
5583 Paseo Navarro
Pleasanton, CA 94566

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd , orleans, MI 48865 

December 10, 2006   1:30 PM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd
orleans, MI 48865

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd , orleans, MI 48865 

December 10, 2006   1:30 PM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd
orleans, MI 48865

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd , orleans, MI 48865 

December 10, 2006   1:30 PM

Representative Vernon Ehlers
U.S. House of Representatives
1714 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ehlers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd
orleans, MI 48865

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd , orleans, MI 48865 

December 10, 2006   1:30 PM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd
orleans, MI 48865

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd , orleans, MI 48865 

December 10, 2006   1:30 PM

Representative Vernon Ehlers
U.S. House of Representatives
1714 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ehlers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ronnie k endre
2633 w long lake rd
orleans, MI 48865

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way , Clifton Park, NY 12065- 

December 10, 2006   1:25 PM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way
Clifton Park, NY 12065-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way , Clifton Park, NY 12065- 

December 10, 2006   1:25 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way
Clifton Park, NY 12065-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way , Clifton Park, NY 12065- 

December 10, 2006   1:25 PM

Representative John Sweeney
U.S. House of Representatives
416 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sweeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way
Clifton Park, NY 12065-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way , Clifton Park, NY 12065- 

December 10, 2006   1:25 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shawn Downey
49 Hendrik Hudson Way
Clifton Park, NY 12065-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd. , Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483 

December 10, 2006   1:23 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd.
Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd. , Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483 

December 10, 2006   1:23 PM

Representative Virginia Foxx
U. S. House of Representatives
503 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Foxx,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd.
Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd. , Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483 

December 10, 2006   1:23 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd.
Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd. , Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483 

December 10, 2006   1:23 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd.
Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd. , Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483 

December 10, 2006   1:23 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Ciocan
1602 Thore Rd.
Pinnacle, NC 27043-8483

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 10, 2006   1:21 PM

Representative Bill Pascrell
U.S. House of Representatives
2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pascrell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 10, 2006   1:21 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 10, 2006   1:21 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 10, 2006   1:21 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 10, 2006   1:21 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 10, 2006   1:21 PM

Representative Bill Pascrell
U.S. House of Representatives
2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pascrell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Limoncelli
302 Belleville Ave
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd , Donalsonville, GA 39845 

December 10, 2006   1:19 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd
Donalsonville, GA 39845

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd , Donalsonville, GA 39845 

December 10, 2006   1:19 PM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd
Donalsonville, GA 39845

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd , Donalsonville, GA 39845 

December 10, 2006   1:19 PM

Representative Sanford Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
2429 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd
Donalsonville, GA 39845

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd , Donalsonville, GA 39845 

December 10, 2006   1:19 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd
Donalsonville, GA 39845

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd , Donalsonville, GA 39845 

December 10, 2006   1:19 PM

Representative Sanford Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
2429 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Shelly DeShields
7462 Green Acres Rd
Donalsonville, GA 39845

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce , Marshall, WI 53559-9207 

December 10, 2006   1:18 PM

Representative Tammy Baldwin
U.S. House of Representatives
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baldwin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce
Marshall, WI 53559-9207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce , Marshall, WI 53559-9207 

December 10, 2006   1:18 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce
Marshall, WI 53559-9207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce , Marshall, WI 53559-9207 

December 10, 2006   1:18 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce
Marshall, WI 53559-9207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce , Marshall, WI 53559-9207 

December 10, 2006   1:18 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce
Marshall, WI 53559-9207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce , Marshall, WI 53559-9207 

December 10, 2006   1:18 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kristen Zehner
118 Blue Spruce
Marshall, WI 53559-9207

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St. Apartment 6, Oakland, CA 94610 

December 10, 2006   1:17 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St.
Apartment 6
Oakland, CA 94610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St. Apartment 6, Oakland, CA 94610 

December 10, 2006   1:17 PM

Representative Barbara Lee
U.S. House of Representatives
1724 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St.
Apartment 6
Oakland, CA 94610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St. Apartment 6, Oakland, CA 94610 

December 10, 2006   1:17 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St.
Apartment 6
Oakland, CA 94610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St. Apartment 6, Oakland, CA 94610 

December 10, 2006   1:17 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St.
Apartment 6
Oakland, CA 94610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St. Apartment 6, Oakland, CA 94610 

December 10, 2006   1:17 PM

Representative Barbara Lee
U.S. House of Representatives
1724 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bradley Hilton
275 Vernon St.
Apartment 6
Oakland, CA 94610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3 , Kaneohe, HI 96744 

December 10, 2006   1:15 PM

Senator Daniel Inouye
U.S. Senate
722 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inouye,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3
Kaneohe, HI 96744

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3 , Kaneohe, HI 96744 

December 10, 2006   1:15 PM

Representative Ed Case
U.S. House of Representatives
115 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Case,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3
Kaneohe, HI 96744

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3 , Kaneohe, HI 96744 

December 10, 2006   1:15 PM

Senator Daniel Akaka
U.S. Senate
141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Akaka,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3
Kaneohe, HI 96744

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3 , Kaneohe, HI 96744 

December 10, 2006   1:15 PM

Senator Daniel Akaka
U.S. Senate
141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Akaka,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3
Kaneohe, HI 96744

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3 , Kaneohe, HI 96744 

December 10, 2006   1:15 PM

Senator Daniel Inouye
U.S. Senate
722 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inouye,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3
Kaneohe, HI 96744

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3 , Kaneohe, HI 96744 

December 10, 2006   1:15 PM

Representative Ed Case
U.S. House of Representatives
115 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Case,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael hedrick
47-742 Hui Kelu St #3
Kaneohe, HI 96744

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84 , Haslett, MI 48840-8452 

December 10, 2006   1:10 PM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84
Haslett, MI 48840-8452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84 , Haslett, MI 48840-8452 

December 10, 2006   1:10 PM

Representative Mike Rogers
U.S. House of Representatives
133 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rogers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84
Haslett, MI 48840-8452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84 , Haslett, MI 48840-8452 

December 10, 2006   1:10 PM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84
Haslett, MI 48840-8452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84 , Haslett, MI 48840-8452 

December 10, 2006   1:10 PM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84
Haslett, MI 48840-8452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84 , Haslett, MI 48840-8452 

December 10, 2006   1:10 PM

Representative Mike Rogers
U.S. House of Representatives
133 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rogers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Brewster
1639 Lake Drive Apt 84
Haslett, MI 48840-8452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr Apt 59, Riverside, CA 92507 

December 10, 2006   1:09 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr
Apt 59
Riverside, CA 92507

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr Apt 59, Riverside, CA 92507 

December 10, 2006   1:09 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr
Apt 59
Riverside, CA 92507

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr Apt 59, Riverside, CA 92507 

December 10, 2006   1:09 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr
Apt 59
Riverside, CA 92507

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr Apt 59, Riverside, CA 92507 

December 10, 2006   1:09 PM

Representative Ken Calvert
U.S. House of Representatives
2201 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Calvert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Mummert
5200 Canyon Crest Dr
Apt 59
Riverside, CA 92507

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106 , Mill Creek, WA 98012 

December 10, 2006   1:08 PM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106
Mill Creek, WA 98012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106 , Mill Creek, WA 98012 

December 10, 2006   1:08 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106
Mill Creek, WA 98012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106 , Mill Creek, WA 98012 

December 10, 2006   1:08 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106
Mill Creek, WA 98012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106 , Mill Creek, WA 98012 

December 10, 2006   1:08 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106
Mill Creek, WA 98012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106 , Mill Creek, WA 98012 

December 10, 2006   1:08 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106
Mill Creek, WA 98012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106 , Mill Creek, WA 98012 

December 10, 2006   1:08 PM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Evelia Sanchez
15433 Country Club Dr. C106
Mill Creek, WA 98012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct , Apple Valley, MN 55124 

December 10, 2006   1:07 PM

Representative John Kline
U.S. House of Representatives
1429 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kline,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct
Apple Valley, MN 55124

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct , Apple Valley, MN 55124 

December 10, 2006   1:07 PM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct
Apple Valley, MN 55124

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct , Apple Valley, MN 55124 

December 10, 2006   1:07 PM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct
Apple Valley, MN 55124

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct , Apple Valley, MN 55124 

December 10, 2006   1:07 PM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct
Apple Valley, MN 55124

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct , Apple Valley, MN 55124 

December 10, 2006   1:07 PM

Representative John Kline
U.S. House of Representatives
1429 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kline,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Steigerwald
4904 Upper 148 Ct
Apple Valley, MN 55124

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road , Eddyville, NY 12401 

December 10, 2006   1:06 PM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road
Eddyville, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road , Eddyville, NY 12401 

December 10, 2006   1:06 PM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road
Eddyville, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road , Eddyville, NY 12401 

December 10, 2006   1:06 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road
Eddyville, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road , Eddyville, NY 12401 

December 10, 2006   1:06 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road
Eddyville, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road , Eddyville, NY 12401 

December 10, 2006   1:06 PM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Naney
147B Church Hill Road
Eddyville, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE , Minot, ND 58703 

December 10, 2006   1:05 PM

Representative Earl Pomeroy
U.S. House of Representatives
1501 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pomeroy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE
Minot, ND 58703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE , Minot, ND 58703 

December 10, 2006   1:05 PM

Senator Byron Dorgan
U.S. Senate
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dorgan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE
Minot, ND 58703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE , Minot, ND 58703 

December 10, 2006   1:05 PM

Senator Kent Conrad
U.S. Senate
530 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Conrad,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE
Minot, ND 58703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE , Minot, ND 58703 

December 10, 2006   1:05 PM

Senator Kent Conrad
U.S. Senate
530 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Conrad,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE
Minot, ND 58703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE , Minot, ND 58703 

December 10, 2006   1:05 PM

Senator Byron Dorgan
U.S. Senate
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dorgan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
M B Hoffart
611 9th Ave NE
Minot, ND 58703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr , Verona, WI 53593 

December 10, 2006   1:04 PM

Representative Tammy Baldwin
U.S. House of Representatives
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baldwin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr
Verona, WI 53593

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr , Verona, WI 53593 

December 10, 2006   1:04 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr
Verona, WI 53593

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr , Verona, WI 53593 

December 10, 2006   1:04 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr
Verona, WI 53593

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr , Verona, WI 53593 

December 10, 2006   1:04 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr
Verona, WI 53593

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr , Verona, WI 53593 

December 10, 2006   1:04 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Cederstrom
4124 Keewatin Tr
Verona, WI 53593

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Minges
1438 amal dr , murfreesboro, TN 37128 

December 10, 2006   1:02 PM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Minges
1438 amal dr
murfreesboro, TN 37128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Minges
1438 amal dr , murfreesboro, TN 37128 

December 10, 2006   1:02 PM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Minges
1438 amal dr
murfreesboro, TN 37128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Minges
1438 amal dr , murfreesboro, TN 37128 

December 10, 2006   1:02 PM

Representative Bart Gordon
U.S. House of Representatives
2304 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gordon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Minges
1438 amal dr
murfreesboro, TN 37128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Minges
1438 amal dr , murfreesboro, TN 37128 

December 10, 2006   1:02 PM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Minges
1438 amal dr
murfreesboro, TN 37128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Minges
1438 amal dr , murfreesboro, TN 37128 

December 10, 2006   1:02 PM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Minges
1438 amal dr
murfreesboro, TN 37128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Minges
1438 amal dr , murfreesboro, TN 37128 

December 10, 2006   1:02 PM

Representative Bart Gordon
U.S. House of Representatives
2304 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gordon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Minges
1438 amal dr
murfreesboro, TN 37128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street , North Wilkesboro, NC 28659 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Representative Virginia Foxx
U. S. House of Representatives
503 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Foxx,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street , North Wilkesboro, NC 28659 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill , Dallas, TX 75243 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

I hope that you will make every effort to preserve net nutrality.  It is the American people who 
lose when standards such as this are left out or buried.  We desperately need for you to protect 
us.  That is suppposedly your primary job -to protect our interests over the interests of huge 
companies, against whom we are defenseless if you do not act to protect us.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill
Dallas, TX 75243

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd. , Southborough, MA 01772 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd. , Southborough, MA 01772 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd. , Southborough, MA 01772 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Representative James McGovern
U.S. House of Representatives
430 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McGovern,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill , Dallas, TX 75243 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

I hope that you will make every effort to preserve net nutrality.  It is the American people who 
lose when standards such as this are left out or buried.  We desperately need for you to protect 
us.  That is suppposedly your primary job -to protect our interests over the interests of huge 
companies, against whom we are defenseless if you do not act to protect us.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill
Dallas, TX 75243

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street , North Wilkesboro, NC 28659 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill , Dallas, TX 75243 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

I hope that you will make every effort to preserve net nutrality.  It is the American people who 
lose when standards such as this are left out or buried.  We desperately need for you to protect 
us.  That is suppposedly your primary job -to protect our interests over the interests of huge 
companies, against whom we are defenseless if you do not act to protect us.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill
Dallas, TX 75243

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd. , Southborough, MA 01772 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd. , Southborough, MA 01772 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Representative James McGovern
U.S. House of Representatives
430 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McGovern,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Leonard Shea Jr.
160 Middle Rd.
Southborough, MA 01772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street , North Wilkesboro, NC 28659 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street , North Wilkesboro, NC 28659 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Kilby, II
1101 Trogdon Street
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill , Dallas, TX 75243 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

I hope that you will make every effort to preserve net nutrality.  It is the American people who 
lose when standards such as this are left out or buried.  We desperately need for you to protect 
us.  That is suppposedly your primary job -to protect our interests over the interests of huge 
companies, against whom we are defenseless if you do not act to protect us.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill
Dallas, TX 75243

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill , Dallas, TX 75243 

December 10, 2006   1:01 PM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

I hope that you will make every effort to preserve net nutrality.  It is the American people who 
lose when standards such as this are left out or buried.  We desperately need for you to protect 
us.  That is suppposedly your primary job -to protect our interests over the interests of huge 
companies, against whom we are defenseless if you do not act to protect us.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
B.L. Harris
10214 Chimney Hill
Dallas, TX 75243

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd , Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

December 10, 2006   1:00 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd , Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

December 10, 2006   1:00 PM

Representative Rodney Frelinghuysen
U.S. House of Representatives
2442 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Frelinghuysen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd , Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

December 10, 2006   1:00 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd , Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

December 10, 2006   1:00 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd , Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

December 10, 2006   1:00 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christian Eakins
1087 Sky Hill Rd
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St , TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St , TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St , TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Representative Allen Boyd
U.S. House of Representatives
1227 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boyd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St , TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St , TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Representative Allen Boyd
U.S. House of Representatives
1227 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boyd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bo Bentele
1334 Jackson St
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119 , Fairhope, AL 36532 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119
Fairhope, AL 36532

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue , Urbana, IL 61801 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

As a 15-year member of the Champaign-Urbana Cable TV andTelecommunications 
Commission, I am very concerned with AT&T's overpowering actions to take over 
telecommunications in this country.  When it doesn't get its way in Congress, it goes to the 
states to bypass competition for a statewide video services franchise. And, to the FCC for 
whatever it wants. 

As you know, for example, the FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T 
and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of 
U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this 
size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Barbara H. Gladney 709 W. Michigan Avenue Urbana, Illinois 61801 217-328-1658 
bgladney@insightbb.com

Sincerely,
Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119 , Fairhope, AL 36532 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119
Fairhope, AL 36532

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119 , Fairhope, AL 36532 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Jeff Sessions
U.S. Senate
335 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119
Fairhope, AL 36532

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119 , Fairhope, AL 36532 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Representative Jo Bonner
U.S. House of Representatives
315 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bonner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Pernod
199 Spring Run Apt 119
Fairhope, AL 36532

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue , Urbana, IL 61801 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

As a 15-year member of the Champaign-Urbana Cable TV andTelecommunications 
Commission, I am very concerned with AT&T's overpowering actions to take over 
telecommunications in this country.  When it doesn't get its way in Congress, it goes to the 
states to bypass competition for a statewide video services franchise. And, to the FCC for 
whatever it wants. 

As you know, for example, the FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T 
and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of 
U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this 
size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Barbara H. Gladney 709 W. Michigan Avenue Urbana, Illinois 61801 217-328-1658 
bgladney@insightbb.com

Sincerely,
Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue , Urbana, IL 61801 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Representative Timothy Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1229 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

As a 15-year member of the Champaign-Urbana Cable TV andTelecommunications 
Commission, I am very concerned with AT&T's overpowering actions to take over 
telecommunications in this country.  When it doesn't get its way in Congress, it goes to the 
states to bypass competition for a statewide video services franchise. And, to the FCC for 
whatever it wants. 

As you know, for example, the FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T 
and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of 
U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this 
size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Barbara H. Gladney 709 W. Michigan Avenue Urbana, Illinois 61801 217-328-1658 
bgladney@insightbb.com

Sincerely,
Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE , ATLANTA, GA 30324 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE
ATLANTA, GA 30324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE , ATLANTA, GA 30324 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE
ATLANTA, GA 30324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE , ATLANTA, GA 30324 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Representative John Lewis
U.S. House of Representatives
343 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lewis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE
ATLANTA, GA 30324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE , ATLANTA, GA 30324 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE
ATLANTA, GA 30324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE , ATLANTA, GA 30324 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Representative John Lewis
U.S. House of Representatives
343 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lewis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Habib Torab
806 East Morningside Dr NE
ATLANTA, GA 30324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue , Urbana, IL 61801 

December 10, 2006   12:59 PM

Representative Timothy Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1229 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

As a 15-year member of the Champaign-Urbana Cable TV andTelecommunications 
Commission, I am very concerned with AT&T's overpowering actions to take over 
telecommunications in this country.  When it doesn't get its way in Congress, it goes to the 
states to bypass competition for a statewide video services franchise. And, to the FCC for 
whatever it wants. 

As you know, for example, the FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T 
and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of 
U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this 
size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Barbara H. Gladney 709 W. Michigan Avenue Urbana, Illinois 61801 217-328-1658 
bgladney@insightbb.com

Sincerely,
Barbara H. Gladney
709 West Michigan Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd. , Bumpass, VA 23024 

December 10, 2006   12:55 PM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. 

As citizens in power, we demand that the elected Congress hold Chairman Martin to the same 
standard.

Sincerely,
James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd.
Bumpass, VA 23024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd. , Bumpass, VA 23024 

December 10, 2006   12:55 PM

Representative Eric Cantor
U.S. House of Representatives
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cantor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. 

As citizens in power, we demand that the elected Congress hold Chairman Martin to the same 
standard.

Sincerely,
James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd.
Bumpass, VA 23024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd. , Bumpass, VA 23024 

December 10, 2006   12:55 PM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. 

As citizens in power, we demand that the elected Congress hold Chairman Martin to the same 
standard.

Sincerely,
James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd.
Bumpass, VA 23024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd. , Bumpass, VA 23024 

December 10, 2006   12:55 PM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. 

As citizens in power, we demand that the elected Congress hold Chairman Martin to the same 
standard.

Sincerely,
James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd.
Bumpass, VA 23024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd. , Bumpass, VA 23024 

December 10, 2006   12:55 PM

Representative Eric Cantor
U.S. House of Representatives
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cantor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. 

As citizens in power, we demand that the elected Congress hold Chairman Martin to the same 
standard.

Sincerely,
James White
3443 Paynes Mill Rd.
Bumpass, VA 23024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road , Milton, NH 03851 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Senator Judd Gregg
U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Gregg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road
Milton, NH 03851

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW , Seattle, WA 98117 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road , Milton, NH 03851 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Representative Jeb Bradley
U.S. House of Representatives
1218 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bradley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road
Milton, NH 03851

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road , Milton, NH 03851 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road
Milton, NH 03851

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW , Seattle, WA 98117 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW , Seattle, WA 98117 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road , Milton, NH 03851 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road
Milton, NH 03851

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road , Milton, NH 03851 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Representative Jeb Bradley
U.S. House of Representatives
1218 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bradley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wilfred Parent
6 Northeast Pond Road
Milton, NH 03851

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW , Seattle, WA 98117 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW , Seattle, WA 98117 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW , Seattle, WA 98117 

December 10, 2006   12:53 PM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Quintin Musgrove
6708 25th ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27403 

December 10, 2006   12:47 PM

Representative Brad Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
1722 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27403 

December 10, 2006   12:47 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27403 

December 10, 2006   12:47 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27403 

December 10, 2006   12:47 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27403 

December 10, 2006   12:47 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27403 

December 10, 2006   12:47 PM

Representative Brad Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
1722 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Damrel
2205 Briarwood Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Nelson
1218 Runge ave. , Blaine, WA 98230 

December 10, 2006   12:45 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Nelson
1218 Runge ave.
Blaine, WA 98230

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Nelson
1218 Runge ave. , Blaine, WA 98230 

December 10, 2006   12:45 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Nelson
1218 Runge ave.
Blaine, WA 98230

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Nelson
1218 Runge ave. , Blaine, WA 98230 

December 10, 2006   12:45 PM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Nelson
1218 Runge ave.
Blaine, WA 98230

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Nelson
1218 Runge ave. , Blaine, WA 98230 

December 10, 2006   12:45 PM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Nelson
1218 Runge ave.
Blaine, WA 98230

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Nelson
1218 Runge ave. , Blaine, WA 98230 

December 10, 2006   12:45 PM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Nelson
1218 Runge ave.
Blaine, WA 98230

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Nelson
1218 Runge ave. , Blaine, WA 98230 

December 10, 2006   12:45 PM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Nelson
1218 Runge ave.
Blaine, WA 98230

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd. , Hiddenite, NC 28636 

December 10, 2006   12:41 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The letter below expresses my opinion far better than I could if I had written it myself. When 
the Bells were originally broken up, they were considered a monopoly with 12 companies. 
Now we have less than 5 companies, and the merger of AT&T and BellSouth is considered 
nothing more than a 'good' business deal? Excuse me? Net neutrality, and the end of the 
consolidation of our utilities are vitally important to WE THE PEOPLE. I expect my 
representatives to REPRESENT ME, and THE PEOPLE. I think you might want to pay 
attention to the message we sent in the November elections.

  The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd.
Hiddenite, NC 28636

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd. , Hiddenite, NC 28636 

December 10, 2006   12:41 PM

Representative Virginia Foxx
U. S. House of Representatives
503 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Foxx,

The letter below expresses my opinion far better than I could if I had written it myself. When 
the Bells were originally broken up, they were considered a monopoly with 12 companies. 
Now we have less than 5 companies, and the merger of AT&T and BellSouth is considered 
nothing more than a 'good' business deal? Excuse me? Net neutrality, and the end of the 
consolidation of our utilities are vitally important to WE THE PEOPLE. I expect my 
representatives to REPRESENT ME, and THE PEOPLE. I think you might want to pay 
attention to the message we sent in the November elections.

  The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd.
Hiddenite, NC 28636

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd. , Hiddenite, NC 28636 

December 10, 2006   12:41 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The letter below expresses my opinion far better than I could if I had written it myself. When 
the Bells were originally broken up, they were considered a monopoly with 12 companies. 
Now we have less than 5 companies, and the merger of AT&T and BellSouth is considered 
nothing more than a 'good' business deal? Excuse me? Net neutrality, and the end of the 
consolidation of our utilities are vitally important to WE THE PEOPLE. I expect my 
representatives to REPRESENT ME, and THE PEOPLE. I think you might want to pay 
attention to the message we sent in the November elections.

  The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd.
Hiddenite, NC 28636

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd. , Hiddenite, NC 28636 

December 10, 2006   12:41 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The letter below expresses my opinion far better than I could if I had written it myself. When 
the Bells were originally broken up, they were considered a monopoly with 12 companies. 
Now we have less than 5 companies, and the merger of AT&T and BellSouth is considered 
nothing more than a 'good' business deal? Excuse me? Net neutrality, and the end of the 
consolidation of our utilities are vitally important to WE THE PEOPLE. I expect my 
representatives to REPRESENT ME, and THE PEOPLE. I think you might want to pay 
attention to the message we sent in the November elections.

  The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd.
Hiddenite, NC 28636

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd. , Hiddenite, NC 28636 

December 10, 2006   12:41 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The letter below expresses my opinion far better than I could if I had written it myself. When 
the Bells were originally broken up, they were considered a monopoly with 12 companies. 
Now we have less than 5 companies, and the merger of AT&T and BellSouth is considered 
nothing more than a 'good' business deal? Excuse me? Net neutrality, and the end of the 
consolidation of our utilities are vitally important to WE THE PEOPLE. I expect my 
representatives to REPRESENT ME, and THE PEOPLE. I think you might want to pay 
attention to the message we sent in the November elections.

  The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Vowell
4616 Rocky Face Church Rd.
Hiddenite, NC 28636

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lindagail Roy
5656 Oliver Avenue South , Minneapolis, MN 55419-1537 

December 10, 2006   12:40 PM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lindagail Roy
5656 Oliver Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55419-1537

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lindagail Roy
5656 Oliver Avenue South , Minneapolis, MN 55419-1537 

December 10, 2006   12:40 PM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lindagail Roy
5656 Oliver Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55419-1537

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lindagail Roy
5656 Oliver Avenue South , Minneapolis, MN 55419-1537 

December 10, 2006   12:40 PM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lindagail Roy
5656 Oliver Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55419-1537

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd , Allentown, NJ 08501-1501 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Representative Chris Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd
Allentown, NJ 08501-1501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd , Allentown, NJ 08501-1501 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd
Allentown, NJ 08501-1501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd , Allentown, NJ 08501-1501 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd
Allentown, NJ 08501-1501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016 505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ 07430 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016
505 Ramapo Valley Road
Mahwah, NJ 07430

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd , Allentown, NJ 08501-1501 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd
Allentown, NJ 08501-1501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd , Allentown, NJ 08501-1501 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd
Allentown, NJ 08501-1501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016 505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ 07430 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016
505 Ramapo Valley Road
Mahwah, NJ 07430

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd , Allentown, NJ 08501-1501 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Representative Chris Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Gentz
296 Extonville Rd
Allentown, NJ 08501-1501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016 505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ 07430 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016
505 Ramapo Valley Road
Mahwah, NJ 07430

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016 505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ 07430 

December 10, 2006   12:36 PM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Crispini
Ramapo College Box #7016
505 Ramapo Valley Road
Mahwah, NJ 07430

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue , Carmichael, CA 95608 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2) , Berkeley, CA 94705 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2)
Berkeley, CA 94705

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue , Carmichael, CA 95608 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Representative Dan Lungren
U. S. House of Representatives
2448 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lungren,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2) , Berkeley, CA 94705 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Representative Barbara Lee
U.S. House of Representatives
1724 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2)
Berkeley, CA 94705

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2) , Berkeley, CA 94705 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2)
Berkeley, CA 94705

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2) , Berkeley, CA 94705 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Representative Barbara Lee
U.S. House of Representatives
1724 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2)
Berkeley, CA 94705

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue , Carmichael, CA 95608 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue , Carmichael, CA 95608 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2) , Berkeley, CA 94705 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Boynton
2728 Benvenue Ave.(#2)
Berkeley, CA 94705

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue , Carmichael, CA 95608 

December 10, 2006   12:35 PM

Representative Dan Lungren
U. S. House of Representatives
2448 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lungren,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Trevor
3905 Hollister Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road , Guerneville, CA 95446 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road
Guerneville, CA 95446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St. , Wilmington, NC 28401 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St. , Wilmington, NC 28401 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Representative Mike McIntyre
U.S. House of Representatives
2437 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McIntyre,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St. , Wilmington, NC 28401 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road , Guerneville, CA 95446 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Representative Lynn Woolsey
U.S. House of Representatives
2263 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Woolsey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road
Guerneville, CA 95446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road , Guerneville, CA 95446 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road
Guerneville, CA 95446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road , Guerneville, CA 95446 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Schuler
12023 Gabes Rock Road
Guerneville, CA 95446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St. , Wilmington, NC 28401 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St. , Wilmington, NC 28401 

December 10, 2006   12:26 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Ogden
814 -C Dock St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way , Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

December 10, 2006   12:25 PM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way , Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

December 10, 2006   12:25 PM

Representative Greg Walden
U.S. House of Representatives
1210 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way , Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

December 10, 2006   12:25 PM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way , Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

December 10, 2006   12:25 PM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way , Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

December 10, 2006   12:25 PM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way , Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

December 10, 2006   12:25 PM

Representative Greg Walden
U.S. House of Representatives
1210 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Mac Bean
4833 Travis Way
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nancy Cashman
25 Kingston Avenue , Yonkers, NY 10701-5102 

December 10, 2006   12:23 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nancy Cashman
25 Kingston Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701-5102

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nancy Cashman
25 Kingston Avenue , Yonkers, NY 10701-5102 

December 10, 2006   12:23 PM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nancy Cashman
25 Kingston Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701-5102

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nancy Cashman
25 Kingston Avenue , Yonkers, NY 10701-5102 

December 10, 2006   12:23 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nancy Cashman
25 Kingston Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701-5102

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St. #515, Portland, OR 97209 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St.
#515
Portland, OR 97209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St. #515, Portland, OR 97209 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Representative David Wu
U.S. House of Representatives
1023 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St.
#515
Portland, OR 97209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ray Wigton
501 Finch St , Norman, OK 73071-6181 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Senator James Inhofe
U.S. Senate
453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inhofe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by myself and 
the rest of the public, that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web 
sites or impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a 
reasonable condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ray Wigton
501 Finch St
Norman, OK 73071-6181

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ray Wigton
501 Finch St , Norman, OK 73071-6181 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Representative Tom Cole
U.S. House of Representatives
236 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by myself and 
the rest of the public, that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web 
sites or impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a 
reasonable condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ray Wigton
501 Finch St
Norman, OK 73071-6181

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St. #515, Portland, OR 97209 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St.
#515
Portland, OR 97209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ray Wigton
501 Finch St , Norman, OK 73071-6181 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Senator Tom Coburn
U.S. Senate
172 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coburn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by myself and 
the rest of the public, that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web 
sites or impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a 
reasonable condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ray Wigton
501 Finch St
Norman, OK 73071-6181

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ray Wigton
501 Finch St , Norman, OK 73071-6181 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Senator James Inhofe
U.S. Senate
453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inhofe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by myself and 
the rest of the public, that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web 
sites or impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a 
reasonable condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ray Wigton
501 Finch St
Norman, OK 73071-6181

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St. #515, Portland, OR 97209 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St.
#515
Portland, OR 97209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St. #515, Portland, OR 97209 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St.
#515
Portland, OR 97209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St. #515, Portland, OR 97209 

December 10, 2006   12:22 PM

Representative David Wu
U.S. House of Representatives
1023 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Beck
925 NW Hoyt St.
#515
Portland, OR 97209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way , Eagan, MN 55123 

December 10, 2006   12:21 PM

Representative John Kline
U.S. House of Representatives
1429 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kline,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way
Eagan, MN 55123

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way , Eagan, MN 55123 

December 10, 2006   12:21 PM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way
Eagan, MN 55123

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way , Eagan, MN 55123 

December 10, 2006   12:21 PM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way
Eagan, MN 55123

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way , Eagan, MN 55123 

December 10, 2006   12:21 PM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way
Eagan, MN 55123

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way , Eagan, MN 55123 

December 10, 2006   12:21 PM

Representative John Kline
U.S. House of Representatives
1429 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kline,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Rudd
3690 Cardinal Way
Eagan, MN 55123

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd. , Topanga, CA 90290 

December 10, 2006   12:20 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Corporatocracy would run amok

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd.
Topanga, CA 90290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd. , Topanga, CA 90290 

December 10, 2006   12:20 PM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Corporatocracy would run amok

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd.
Topanga, CA 90290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd. , Topanga, CA 90290 

December 10, 2006   12:20 PM

Representative Henry Waxman
U.S. House of Representatives
2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Corporatocracy would run amok

Dear Representative Waxman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd.
Topanga, CA 90290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd. , Topanga, CA 90290 

December 10, 2006   12:20 PM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Corporatocracy would run amok

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Stillman
992 Old Topanga Canyon Rd.
Topanga, CA 90290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42 , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 10, 2006   12:16 PM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The job of government is to serve its people.  The FCC is a federal agency and as such should 
be looking out for what is best for consumers, not large corporations.  The proposed merger 
between AT&T and Bell South will not serve the best interests of Americans.
Net neutrality is essential to an informed public and AT&T has not shown an inclination to 
protect net neutrality.  

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant.
Conflict of interest issues should not be suspended to allow Commissioner Kevin Martin to 
"unrecuse" himself.

Sincerely,
Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42 , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 10, 2006   12:16 PM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The job of government is to serve its people.  The FCC is a federal agency and as such should 
be looking out for what is best for consumers, not large corporations.  The proposed merger 
between AT&T and Bell South will not serve the best interests of Americans.
Net neutrality is essential to an informed public and AT&T has not shown an inclination to 
protect net neutrality.  

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant.
Conflict of interest issues should not be suspended to allow Commissioner Kevin Martin to 
"unrecuse" himself.

Sincerely,
Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42 , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 10, 2006   12:16 PM

Representative Jim Kolbe
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kolbe,

The job of government is to serve its people.  The FCC is a federal agency and as such should 
be looking out for what is best for consumers, not large corporations.  The proposed merger 
between AT&T and Bell South will not serve the best interests of Americans.
Net neutrality is essential to an informed public and AT&T has not shown an inclination to 
protect net neutrality.  

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant.
Conflict of interest issues should not be suspended to allow Commissioner Kevin Martin to 
"unrecuse" himself.

Sincerely,
Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42 , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 10, 2006   12:16 PM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The job of government is to serve its people.  The FCC is a federal agency and as such should 
be looking out for what is best for consumers, not large corporations.  The proposed merger 
between AT&T and Bell South will not serve the best interests of Americans.
Net neutrality is essential to an informed public and AT&T has not shown an inclination to 
protect net neutrality.  

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant.
Conflict of interest issues should not be suspended to allow Commissioner Kevin Martin to 
"unrecuse" himself.

Sincerely,
Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42 , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 10, 2006   12:16 PM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The job of government is to serve its people.  The FCC is a federal agency and as such should 
be looking out for what is best for consumers, not large corporations.  The proposed merger 
between AT&T and Bell South will not serve the best interests of Americans.
Net neutrality is essential to an informed public and AT&T has not shown an inclination to 
protect net neutrality.  

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant.
Conflict of interest issues should not be suspended to allow Commissioner Kevin Martin to 
"unrecuse" himself.

Sincerely,
Jenise Porter
855 E River Road, Apt. 42
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace , Charlotte, NC 28262 

December 10, 2006   12:13 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace
Charlotte, NC 28262

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace , Charlotte, NC 28262 

December 10, 2006   12:13 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace
Charlotte, NC 28262

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace , Charlotte, NC 28262 

December 10, 2006   12:13 PM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace
Charlotte, NC 28262

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace , Charlotte, NC 28262 

December 10, 2006   12:13 PM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ahart Powers III
9543M university terrace
Charlotte, NC 28262

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave. , Bronx, NY 10453 

December 10, 2006   12:09 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave.
Bronx, NY 10453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave. , Bronx, NY 10453 

December 10, 2006   12:09 PM

Representative Jose Serrano
U.S. House of Representatives
2227  Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Serrano,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave.
Bronx, NY 10453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave. , Bronx, NY 10453 

December 10, 2006   12:09 PM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave.
Bronx, NY 10453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave. , Bronx, NY 10453 

December 10, 2006   12:09 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave.
Bronx, NY 10453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave. , Bronx, NY 10453 

December 10, 2006   12:09 PM

Representative Jose Serrano
U.S. House of Representatives
2227  Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Serrano,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Windley
1649 Nelson Ave.
Bronx, NY 10453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd. , Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013 

December 10, 2006   12:07 PM

Representative Sherwood Boehlert
U.S. House of Representatives
2246 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boehlert,

I strongly support the idea of Internet provider "neutrality", and in that context, I note that the 
FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-
dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. 
The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to 
protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd.
Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd. , Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013 

December 10, 2006   12:07 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

I strongly support the idea of Internet provider "neutrality", and in that context, I note that the 
FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-
dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. 
The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to 
protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd.
Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd. , Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013 

December 10, 2006   12:07 PM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

I strongly support the idea of Internet provider "neutrality", and in that context, I note that the 
FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-
dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. 
The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to 
protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd.
Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd. , Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013 

December 10, 2006   12:07 PM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

I strongly support the idea of Internet provider "neutrality", and in that context, I note that the 
FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-
dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. 
The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to 
protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd.
Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd. , Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013 

December 10, 2006   12:07 PM

Representative Sherwood Boehlert
U.S. House of Representatives
2246 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boehlert,

I strongly support the idea of Internet provider "neutrality", and in that context, I note that the 
FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-
dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. 
The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to 
protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Curt Dunnam
5244 Perry City Rd.
Trumansburg, NY 14886-9013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive , Stamford, CT 06905 

December 10, 2006   12:05 PM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive
Stamford, CT 06905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive , Stamford, CT 06905 

December 10, 2006   12:05 PM

Representative Christopher Shays
U.S. House of Representatives
1126 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Shays,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive
Stamford, CT 06905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive , Stamford, CT 06905 

December 10, 2006   12:05 PM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive
Stamford, CT 06905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive , Stamford, CT 06905 

December 10, 2006   12:05 PM

Representative Christopher Shays
U.S. House of Representatives
1126 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Shays,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive
Stamford, CT 06905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive , Stamford, CT 06905 

December 10, 2006   12:05 PM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold and Ann Rosenbaum
21 Denise Drive
Stamford, CT 06905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:01 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:01 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:01 PM

Representative Dave Obey
U.S. House of Representatives
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Obey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:01 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:01 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:00 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:00 PM

Representative Dave Obey
U.S. House of Representatives
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Obey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:00 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:00 PM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave , Thorp, WI 54771 

December 10, 2006   12:00 PM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
wendy Bergman
n16381 tieman ave
Thorp, WI 54771

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave , Sioux City, IA 51104 

December 10, 2006   11:59 AM

Representative Steve King
U.S. House of Representatives
1432 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative King,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave
Sioux City, IA 51104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave , Sioux City, IA 51104 

December 10, 2006   11:59 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave
Sioux City, IA 51104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave , Sioux City, IA 51104 

December 10, 2006   11:59 AM

Senator Tom Harkin
U.S. Senate
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Harkin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave
Sioux City, IA 51104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave , Sioux City, IA 51104 

December 10, 2006   11:58 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave
Sioux City, IA 51104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave , Sioux City, IA 51104 

December 10, 2006   11:58 AM

Representative Steve King
U.S. House of Representatives
1432 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative King,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rose Riker
1111 Hill Ave
Sioux City, IA 51104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave , Capitola, CA 95010 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave
Capitola, CA 95010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave , Capitola, CA 95010 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Representative Sam Farr
U.S. House of Representatives
1221 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Farr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave
Capitola, CA 95010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave , Capitola, CA 95010 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave
Capitola, CA 95010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St. , Dayton, MN 55327 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St.
Dayton, MN 55327

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave , Capitola, CA 95010 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave
Capitola, CA 95010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave , Capitola, CA 95010 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Representative Sam Farr
U.S. House of Representatives
1221 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Farr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
phyllis levin
1760 48th Ave
Capitola, CA 95010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St. , Dayton, MN 55327 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St.
Dayton, MN 55327

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St. , Dayton, MN 55327 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St.
Dayton, MN 55327

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St. , Dayton, MN 55327 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St.
Dayton, MN 55327

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St. , Dayton, MN 55327 

December 10, 2006   11:56 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne and Marge Bigelow
18420 Bates St.
Dayton, MN 55327

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gerald and Louise Rose Blume
198  Keith Rd. , Clermont, GA 30527 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gerald and Louise Rose Blume
198  Keith Rd.
Clermont, GA 30527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gerald and Louise Rose Blume
198  Keith Rd. , Clermont, GA 30527 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gerald and Louise Rose Blume
198  Keith Rd.
Clermont, GA 30527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St. , Janesville, WI 53546 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St.
Janesville, WI 53546

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St. , Janesville, WI 53546 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St.
Janesville, WI 53546

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St. , Janesville, WI 53546 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Representative Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ryan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St.
Janesville, WI 53546

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gerald and Louise Rose Blume
198  Keith Rd. , Clermont, GA 30527 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gerald and Louise Rose Blume
198  Keith Rd.
Clermont, GA 30527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St. , Janesville, WI 53546 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St.
Janesville, WI 53546

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St. , Janesville, WI 53546 

December 10, 2006   11:54 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Shaw
2237 S. Arch St.
Janesville, WI 53546

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd , Houston, TX 77030 

December 10, 2006   11:49 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd
Houston, TX 77030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd , Houston, TX 77030 

December 10, 2006   11:49 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd
Houston, TX 77030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd , Houston, TX 77030 

December 10, 2006   11:49 AM

Representative John Culberson
U.S. House of Representatives
1728 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Culberson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd
Houston, TX 77030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd , Houston, TX 77030 

December 10, 2006   11:49 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Sorak
2509 Dryden Rd
Houston, TX 77030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave , ukiah, CA 95482 

December 10, 2006   11:47 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave
ukiah, CA 95482

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave , ukiah, CA 95482 

December 10, 2006   11:47 AM

Representative Mike Thompson
U.S. House of Representatives
231 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thompson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave
ukiah, CA 95482

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave , ukiah, CA 95482 

December 10, 2006   11:47 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave
ukiah, CA 95482

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave , ukiah, CA 95482 

December 10, 2006   11:47 AM

Representative Mike Thompson
U.S. House of Representatives
231 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thompson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave
ukiah, CA 95482

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave , ukiah, CA 95482 

December 10, 2006   11:47 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
urmas kaldveer
122 B, Clara Ave
ukiah, CA 95482

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive , Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

December 10, 2006   11:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive , Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

December 10, 2006   11:43 AM

Representative Henry Waxman
U.S. House of Representatives
2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Waxman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive , Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

December 10, 2006   11:43 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive , Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

December 10, 2006   11:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lisa Latham
16821 Livorno Drive
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W , University Place, WA 98466-3314 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W
University Place, WA 98466-3314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd. , Dallas, TX 75206 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Representative Pete Sessions
U.S. House of Representatives
1514 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75206

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd. , Dallas, TX 75206 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75206

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W , University Place, WA 98466-3314 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W
University Place, WA 98466-3314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd. , Dallas, TX 75206 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75206

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd. , Dallas, TX 75206 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75206

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd. , Dallas, TX 75206 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Representative Pete Sessions
U.S. House of Representatives
1514 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elaine Starr
5811 E. University Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75206

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W , University Place, WA 98466-3314 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W
University Place, WA 98466-3314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W , University Place, WA 98466-3314 

December 10, 2006   11:42 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cody Bryan III
3325 Greenwood Ave. W
University Place, WA 98466-3314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive , Maumee, OH 43537 

December 10, 2006   11:41 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive
Maumee, OH 43537

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive , Maumee, OH 43537 

December 10, 2006   11:41 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive
Maumee, OH 43537

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive , Maumee, OH 43537 

December 10, 2006   11:41 AM

Representative Marcy Kaptur
U.S. House of Representatives
2366 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kaptur,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive
Maumee, OH 43537

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive , Maumee, OH 43537 

December 10, 2006   11:41 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Jambard-Sweet
808 Village Trail Drive
Maumee, OH 43537

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street , Berkeley, CA 94703 

December 10, 2006   11:40 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street
Berkeley, CA 94703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street , Berkeley, CA 94703 

December 10, 2006   11:40 AM

Representative Barbara Lee
U.S. House of Representatives
1724 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street
Berkeley, CA 94703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street , Berkeley, CA 94703 

December 10, 2006   11:40 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street
Berkeley, CA 94703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street , Berkeley, CA 94703 

December 10, 2006   11:40 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street
Berkeley, CA 94703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street , Berkeley, CA 94703 

December 10, 2006   11:40 AM

Representative Barbara Lee
U.S. House of Representatives
1724 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elisa Mikiten Mikiten
1601 Delaware Street
Berkeley, CA 94703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr. , Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

December 10, 2006   11:34 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr.
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr. , Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

December 10, 2006   11:34 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr.
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr. , Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

December 10, 2006   11:34 AM

Representative John Hostettler
U.S. House of Representatives
1214 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hostettler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr.
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr. , Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

December 10, 2006   11:34 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr.
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr. , Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

December 10, 2006   11:34 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr.
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr. , Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

December 10, 2006   11:34 AM

Representative John Hostettler
U.S. House of Representatives
1214 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hostettler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave DeRudder
1622 Raintree Dr.
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

I cannot state any more clearly that what's written below, my position on this matter. I do not 
consider myself uninformed, but I feel so strongly about this, and am frankly stunned that there 
is even a possibility of its occurrence.

Can you 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

I cannot state any more clearly that what's written below, my position on this matter. I do not 
consider myself uninformed, but I feel so strongly about this, and am frankly stunned that there 
is even a possibility of its occurrence.

Can you 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

I cannot state any more clearly that what's written below, my position on this matter. I do not 
consider myself uninformed, but I feel so strongly about this, and am frankly stunned that there 
is even a possibility of its occurrence.

Can you 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008 , Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz
U.S. House of Representatives
118 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wasserman Schultz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008 , Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008 , Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008 , Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Merrill
17050 N. Bay Rd., #1008
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

I cannot state any more clearly that what's written below, my position on this matter. I do not 
consider myself uninformed, but I feel so strongly about this, and am frankly stunned that there 
is even a possibility of its occurrence.

Can you 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr , Decatur, GA 30030 

December 10, 2006   11:32 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

I cannot state any more clearly that what's written below, my position on this matter. I do not 
consider myself uninformed, but I feel so strongly about this, and am frankly stunned that there 
is even a possibility of its occurrence.

Can you 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 



In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nan McElroy
269 E Lake Dr
Decatur, GA 30030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd. , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 10, 2006   11:27 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd.
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd. , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 10, 2006   11:27 AM

Representative Mike McIntyre
U.S. House of Representatives
2437 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McIntyre,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd.
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd. , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 10, 2006   11:27 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd.
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd. , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 10, 2006   11:27 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd.
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd. , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 10, 2006   11:27 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heinz Steiert
154 Olde Point Rd.
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave , Portland, OR 97215 

December 10, 2006   11:24 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave
Portland, OR 97215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave , Portland, OR 97215 

December 10, 2006   11:24 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave
Portland, OR 97215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave , Portland, OR 97215 

December 10, 2006   11:24 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave
Portland, OR 97215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave , Portland, OR 97215 

December 10, 2006   11:24 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave
Portland, OR 97215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave , Portland, OR 97215 

December 10, 2006   11:24 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave
Portland, OR 97215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave , Portland, OR 97215 

December 10, 2006   11:24 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Kysela
2323 SE 77th Ave
Portland, OR 97215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST , Aurora, CO 80010 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST
Aurora, CO 80010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST , Aurora, CO 80010 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST
Aurora, CO 80010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST , Aurora, CO 80010 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Bob Beauprez
U.S. House of Representatives
504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Beauprez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST
Aurora, CO 80010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST , Aurora, CO 80010 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST
Aurora, CO 80010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST , Aurora, CO 80010 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Bob Beauprez
U.S. House of Representatives
504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Beauprez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST
Aurora, CO 80010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST , Aurora, CO 80010 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Halsey
11530 E. 2nd ST
Aurora, CO 80010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl. , Clinton, WA 98236 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl.
Clinton, WA 98236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl. , Clinton, WA 98236 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl.
Clinton, WA 98236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St. , Marshall, MI 49068-1263 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St.
Marshall, MI 49068-1263

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St. , Marshall, MI 49068-1263 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St.
Marshall, MI 49068-1263

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St. , Marshall, MI 49068-1263 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Joe Schwarz
U. S. House of Representatives
128 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schwarz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St.
Marshall, MI 49068-1263

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210 , elk river, MN 55330 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210
elk river, MN 55330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210 , elk river, MN 55330 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210
elk river, MN 55330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210 , elk river, MN 55330 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210
elk river, MN 55330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl. , Clinton, WA 98236 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl.
Clinton, WA 98236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St. , Marshall, MI 49068-1263 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St.
Marshall, MI 49068-1263

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St. , Marshall, MI 49068-1263 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Joe Schwarz
U. S. House of Representatives
128 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schwarz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Meinert
727 Gorham St.
Marshall, MI 49068-1263

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210 , elk river, MN 55330 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210
elk river, MN 55330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210 , elk river, MN 55330 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken holmbeck
337 Baldwin Ave NW #210
elk river, MN 55330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl. , Clinton, WA 98236 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl.
Clinton, WA 98236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl. , Clinton, WA 98236 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl.
Clinton, WA 98236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl. , Clinton, WA 98236 

December 10, 2006   11:20 AM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Farrar
8140 Upland Pl.
Clinton, WA 98236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave , Cleveland, OH 44111-4236 

December 10, 2006   11:18 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave
Cleveland, OH 44111-4236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave , Cleveland, OH 44111-4236 

December 10, 2006   11:18 AM

Representative Dennis Kucinich
U.S. House of Representatives
1730 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kucinich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave
Cleveland, OH 44111-4236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave , Cleveland, OH 44111-4236 

December 10, 2006   11:18 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave
Cleveland, OH 44111-4236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave , Cleveland, OH 44111-4236 

December 10, 2006   11:18 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave
Cleveland, OH 44111-4236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave , Cleveland, OH 44111-4236 

December 10, 2006   11:18 AM

Representative Dennis Kucinich
U.S. House of Representatives
1730 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kucinich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas J Vasek
17115 Chatfield Ave
Cleveland, OH 44111-4236

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308 , Long Beach, CA 90802-3047 

December 10, 2006   11:17 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

The most important part of your job is the checks and balances. It's the only way to protect the 
people from buerocratic creeps like Kevin Martin. BTW, remove him ASAP.

Sincerely,

Zac Harmon

Sincerely,
Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308
Long Beach, CA 90802-3047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308 , Long Beach, CA 90802-3047 

December 10, 2006   11:17 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

The most important part of your job is the checks and balances. It's the only way to protect the 
people from buerocratic creeps like Kevin Martin. BTW, remove him ASAP.

Sincerely,

Zac Harmon

Sincerely,
Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308
Long Beach, CA 90802-3047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308 , Long Beach, CA 90802-3047 

December 10, 2006   11:17 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

The most important part of your job is the checks and balances. It's the only way to protect the 
people from buerocratic creeps like Kevin Martin. BTW, remove him ASAP.

Sincerely,

Zac Harmon

Sincerely,
Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308
Long Beach, CA 90802-3047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308 , Long Beach, CA 90802-3047 

December 10, 2006   11:17 AM

Representative Juanita Millender-McDonald
U.S. House of Representatives
2445 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Millender-McDonald,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

The most important part of your job is the checks and balances. It's the only way to protect the 
people from buerocratic creeps like Kevin Martin. BTW, remove him ASAP.

Sincerely,

Zac Harmon

Sincerely,
Zac Harmon
225 West 3rd Street, Apt 308
Long Beach, CA 90802-3047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Harris
11 South 12th Street , Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

December 10, 2006   11:12 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Harris
11 South 12th Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Harris
11 South 12th Street , Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

December 10, 2006   11:12 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Harris
11 South 12th Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Harris
11 South 12th Street , Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

December 10, 2006   11:12 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Harris
11 South 12th Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Harris
11 South 12th Street , Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

December 10, 2006   11:12 AM

Representative Joel Hefley
U.S. House of Representatives
2372 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hefley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Harris
11 South 12th Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Harris
11 South 12th Street , Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

December 10, 2006   11:12 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Harris
11 South 12th Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538 , Plymouth, MN 55447 

December 10, 2006   11:10 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538
Plymouth, MN 55447

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538 , Plymouth, MN 55447 

December 10, 2006   11:10 AM

Representative Jim Ramstad
U.S. House of Representatives
103 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ramstad,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538
Plymouth, MN 55447

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538 , Plymouth, MN 55447 

December 10, 2006   11:10 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538
Plymouth, MN 55447

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538 , Plymouth, MN 55447 

December 10, 2006   11:10 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538
Plymouth, MN 55447

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538 , Plymouth, MN 55447 

December 10, 2006   11:10 AM

Representative Jim Ramstad
U.S. House of Representatives
103 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ramstad,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Walter
P.O. Box 47538
Plymouth, MN 55447

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd. Apt. 221, Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 

December 10, 2006   11:09 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd.
Apt. 221
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd. Apt. 221, Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 

December 10, 2006   11:09 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd.
Apt. 221
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd. Apt. 221, Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 

December 10, 2006   11:09 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd.
Apt. 221
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd. Apt. 221, Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 

December 10, 2006   11:09 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd.
Apt. 221
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd. Apt. 221, Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 

December 10, 2006   11:09 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Harpel
5425 Sepulveda Blvd.
Apt. 221
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive , Euless, TX 76040 

December 10, 2006   11:03 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive
Euless, TX 76040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive , Euless, TX 76040 

December 10, 2006   11:03 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive
Euless, TX 76040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive , Euless, TX 76040 

December 10, 2006   11:03 AM

Representative Kenny Marchant
U.S. House of Representatives
501 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Marchant,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive
Euless, TX 76040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive , Euless, TX 76040 

December 10, 2006   11:03 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen P Smith
142 Wilshire Drive
Euless, TX 76040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct , Arlington, TX 76011 

December 10, 2006   11:01 AM

Representative Joe Barton
U.S. House of Representatives
2109 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Barton,

This issue is of great concern to the American people. 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct
Arlington, TX 76011

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct , Arlington, TX 76011 

December 10, 2006   11:01 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

This issue is of great concern to the American people. 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct
Arlington, TX 76011

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct , Arlington, TX 76011 

December 10, 2006   11:01 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

This issue is of great concern to the American people. 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct
Arlington, TX 76011

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct , Arlington, TX 76011 

December 10, 2006   11:01 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

This issue is of great concern to the American people. 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Charter
1209 Thannisch Ct
Arlington, TX 76011

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St , Colorado Springs, CO 80911 

December 10, 2006   10:59 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St
Colorado Springs, CO 80911

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St , Colorado Springs, CO 80911 

December 10, 2006   10:59 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St
Colorado Springs, CO 80911

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St , Colorado Springs, CO 80911 

December 10, 2006   10:59 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St
Colorado Springs, CO 80911

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St , Colorado Springs, CO 80911 

December 10, 2006   10:59 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St
Colorado Springs, CO 80911

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St , Colorado Springs, CO 80911 

December 10, 2006   10:59 AM

Representative Joel Hefley
U.S. House of Representatives
2372 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hefley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryan Sampsel
110 Kokomo St
Colorado Springs, CO 80911

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd. , Tivoli, NY 12583 

December 10, 2006   10:57 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd.
Tivoli, NY 12583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd. , Tivoli, NY 12583 

December 10, 2006   10:57 AM

Representative John Sweeney
U.S. House of Representatives
416 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sweeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd.
Tivoli, NY 12583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd. , Tivoli, NY 12583 

December 10, 2006   10:57 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd.
Tivoli, NY 12583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd. , Tivoli, NY 12583 

December 10, 2006   10:57 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Bayer
477 W. Kerley's Corners Rd.
Tivoli, NY 12583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A , West Hurley, NY 12491 

December 10, 2006   10:56 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A
West Hurley, NY 12491

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A , West Hurley, NY 12491 

December 10, 2006   10:56 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A
West Hurley, NY 12491

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A , West Hurley, NY 12491 

December 10, 2006   10:56 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A
West Hurley, NY 12491

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A , West Hurley, NY 12491 

December 10, 2006   10:56 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A
West Hurley, NY 12491

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A , West Hurley, NY 12491 

December 10, 2006   10:56 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Helena Baldyga
1389 Rte 28A
West Hurley, NY 12491

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive , Hixson, TN 37343 

December 10, 2006   10:53 AM

Representative Zach Wamp
U.S. House of Representatives
1436 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wamp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive
Hixson, TN 37343

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive , Hixson, TN 37343 

December 10, 2006   10:53 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive
Hixson, TN 37343

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive , Hixson, TN 37343 

December 10, 2006   10:53 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive
Hixson, TN 37343

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive , Hixson, TN 37343 

December 10, 2006   10:53 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive
Hixson, TN 37343

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive , Hixson, TN 37343 

December 10, 2006   10:53 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive
Hixson, TN 37343

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive , Hixson, TN 37343 

December 10, 2006   10:53 AM

Representative Zach Wamp
U.S. House of Representatives
1436 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wamp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mace Clarridge
6354 Sea Haven Drive
Hixson, TN 37343

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tami burdo
625 bridge street , phoenixville, PA 19460-3322 

December 10, 2006   10:50 AM

Representative Jim Gerlach
U.S. House of Representatives
308 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gerlach,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tami burdo
625 bridge street
phoenixville, PA 19460-3322

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tami burdo
625 bridge street , phoenixville, PA 19460-3322 

December 10, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tami burdo
625 bridge street
phoenixville, PA 19460-3322

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tami burdo
625 bridge street , phoenixville, PA 19460-3322 

December 10, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tami burdo
625 bridge street
phoenixville, PA 19460-3322

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tami burdo
625 bridge street , phoenixville, PA 19460-3322 

December 10, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tami burdo
625 bridge street
phoenixville, PA 19460-3322

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S. , Floyd, VA 24091 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S.
Floyd, VA 24091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S. , Floyd, VA 24091 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S.
Floyd, VA 24091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S. , Floyd, VA 24091 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Representative Rick Boucher
U.S. House of Representatives
2187 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boucher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S.
Floyd, VA 24091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Melchi
4131 N. Maplecrest dr
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S. , Floyd, VA 24091 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S.
Floyd, VA 24091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S. , Floyd, VA 24091 

December 10, 2006   10:48 AM

Representative Rick Boucher
U.S. House of Representatives
2187 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boucher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brad Miller
4030 Floyd Hwy.  S.
Floyd, VA 24091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Law
1948 felton st 1948 felton st, San Diego, CA 92102-1232 

December 10, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: 92102-1232

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Law
1948 felton st
1948 felton st
San Diego, CA 92102-1232

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410 , Grapevine, TX 76051 

December 10, 2006   10:46 AM

Representative Kenny Marchant
U.S. House of Representatives
501 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Marchant,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410
Grapevine, TX 76051

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Law
1948 felton st 1948 felton st, San Diego, CA 92102-1232 

December 10, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: 92102-1232

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Law
1948 felton st
1948 felton st
San Diego, CA 92102-1232

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410 , Grapevine, TX 76051 

December 10, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410
Grapevine, TX 76051

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410 , Grapevine, TX 76051 

December 10, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410
Grapevine, TX 76051

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Law
1948 felton st 1948 felton st, San Diego, CA 92102-1232 

December 10, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: 92102-1232

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Law
1948 felton st
1948 felton st
San Diego, CA 92102-1232

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410 , Grapevine, TX 76051 

December 10, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Elkins
1400 Park Blvd. Apt. 1410
Grapevine, TX 76051

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401 , Los Osos, CA 93412 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401
Los Osos, CA 93412

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401 , Los Osos, CA 93412 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Representative Lois Capps
U.S. House of Representatives
1707 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Capps,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401
Los Osos, CA 93412

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE , STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401 , Los Osos, CA 93412 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401
Los Osos, CA 93412

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401 , Los Osos, CA 93412 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401
Los Osos, CA 93412

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE , STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Representative Vito Fossella
U.S. House of Representatives
1239 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Fossella,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE , STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401 , Los Osos, CA 93412 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Representative Lois Capps
U.S. House of Representatives
1707 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Capps,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Barga
P.O.Box 6401
Los Osos, CA 93412

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE , STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE , STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306 

December 10, 2006   10:44 AM

Representative Vito Fossella
U.S. House of Representatives
1239 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Fossella,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JEFF COSTELLO
164 MANILA AVE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE , Albuquerque, NM 87108 

December 10, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Domenici,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE , Albuquerque, NM 87108 

December 10, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Heather Wilson
U.S. House of Representatives
318 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wilson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE , Albuquerque, NM 87108 

December 10, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bingaman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE , Albuquerque, NM 87108 

December 10, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bingaman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE , Albuquerque, NM 87108 

December 10, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Domenici,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE , Albuquerque, NM 87108 

December 10, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Heather Wilson
U.S. House of Representatives
318 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wilson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sandra Diesel
1101 Dakota SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive , Pine Hill, NJ 08021 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive
Pine Hill, NJ 08021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt May
137 Washington Avenue , Hillsdale, NJ 07642 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt May
137 Washington Avenue
Hillsdale, NJ 07642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt May
137 Washington Avenue , Hillsdale, NJ 07642 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt May
137 Washington Avenue
Hillsdale, NJ 07642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive , Pine Hill, NJ 08021 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Representative Robert Andrews
U.S. House of Representatives
2439 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Andrews,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive
Pine Hill, NJ 08021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive , Pine Hill, NJ 08021 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive
Pine Hill, NJ 08021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt May
137 Washington Avenue , Hillsdale, NJ 07642 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt May
137 Washington Avenue
Hillsdale, NJ 07642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane , Gleason, WI 54435 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane
Gleason, WI 54435

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane , Gleason, WI 54435 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane
Gleason, WI 54435

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane , Gleason, WI 54435 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane
Gleason, WI 54435

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane , Gleason, WI 54435 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane
Gleason, WI 54435

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane , Gleason, WI 54435 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Representative Dave Obey
U.S. House of Representatives
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Obey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Curtis
N5326 Rice Lane
Gleason, WI 54435

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive , Pine Hill, NJ 08021 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive
Pine Hill, NJ 08021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt May
137 Washington Avenue , Hillsdale, NJ 07642 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt May
137 Washington Avenue
Hillsdale, NJ 07642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt May
137 Washington Avenue , Hillsdale, NJ 07642 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt May
137 Washington Avenue
Hillsdale, NJ 07642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive , Pine Hill, NJ 08021 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Debbie Watson
26 Penn Drive
Pine Hill, NJ 08021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt May
137 Washington Avenue , Hillsdale, NJ 07642 

December 10, 2006   10:40 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt May
137 Washington Avenue
Hillsdale, NJ 07642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court , Sykesville, MD 21784 

December 10, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court
Sykesville, MD 21784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court , Sykesville, MD 21784 

December 10, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court
Sykesville, MD 21784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court , Sykesville, MD 21784 

December 10, 2006   10:38 AM

Representative Roscoe Bartlett
U.S. House of Representatives
2412 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bartlett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court
Sykesville, MD 21784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court , Sykesville, MD 21784 

December 10, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court
Sykesville, MD 21784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court , Sykesville, MD 21784 

December 10, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court
Sykesville, MD 21784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court , Sykesville, MD 21784 

December 10, 2006   10:38 AM

Representative Roscoe Bartlett
U.S. House of Representatives
2412 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bartlett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fred Grabau
7203 Violet Court
Sykesville, MD 21784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

christopher young
119 oak circle , winchester, NH 03470 

December 10, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
christopher young
119 oak circle
winchester, NH 03470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

christopher young
119 oak circle , winchester, NH 03470 

December 10, 2006   10:36 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
christopher young
119 oak circle
winchester, NH 03470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

christopher young
119 oak circle , winchester, NH 03470 

December 10, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator Judd Gregg
U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Gregg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
christopher young
119 oak circle
winchester, NH 03470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

christopher young
119 oak circle , winchester, NH 03470 

December 10, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
christopher young
119 oak circle
winchester, NH 03470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

christopher young
119 oak circle , winchester, NH 03470 

December 10, 2006   10:36 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
christopher young
119 oak circle
winchester, NH 03470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct. , Lewisville, TX 75077 

December 10, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct.
Lewisville, TX 75077

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct. , Lewisville, TX 75077 

December 10, 2006   10:32 AM

Representative Michael Burgess
U.S. House of Representatives
1721 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Burgess,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct.
Lewisville, TX 75077

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct. , Lewisville, TX 75077 

December 10, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct.
Lewisville, TX 75077

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct. , Lewisville, TX 75077 

December 10, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct.
Lewisville, TX 75077

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct. , Lewisville, TX 75077 

December 10, 2006   10:32 AM

Representative Michael Burgess
U.S. House of Representatives
1721 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Burgess,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
joan Kirby
1012 Olympic  Ct.
Lewisville, TX 75077

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court , Martinez, GA 30907 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Charlie Norwood
U.S. House of Representatives
2452 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Norwood,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court
Martinez, GA 30907

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr , Alpharetta, GA 30004 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr
Alpharetta, GA 30004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Joe Knollenberg
U.S. House of Representatives
2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Knollenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr , Alpharetta, GA 30004 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Thomas Price
U.S. House of Representatives
506 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr
Alpharetta, GA 30004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr , Alpharetta, GA 30004 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr
Alpharetta, GA 30004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court , Martinez, GA 30907 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court
Martinez, GA 30907

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court , Martinez, GA 30907 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court
Martinez, GA 30907

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court , Martinez, GA 30907 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathrynn Culver
103-B Orange Court
Martinez, GA 30907

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr , Alpharetta, GA 30004 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr
Alpharetta, GA 30004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr , Alpharetta, GA 30004 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Thomas Price
U.S. House of Representatives
506 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Gill
575 Hopewell Downs Dr
Alpharetta, GA 30004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Joe Knollenberg
U.S. House of Representatives
2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Knollenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Monroe
828 Ten Point Dr
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy #3113, Austin, TX 78735 

December 10, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy
#3113
Austin, TX 78735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy #3113, Austin, TX 78735 

December 10, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy
#3113
Austin, TX 78735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy #3113, Austin, TX 78735 

December 10, 2006   10:21 AM

Representative Lamar Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2184 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy
#3113
Austin, TX 78735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy #3113, Austin, TX 78735 

December 10, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Doss
5604 Southwest Pkwy
#3113
Austin, TX 78735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road , Climax Springs, MO 65324 

December 10, 2006   10:18 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road
Climax Springs, MO 65324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road , Climax Springs, MO 65324 

December 10, 2006   10:18 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road
Climax Springs, MO 65324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road , Climax Springs, MO 65324 

December 10, 2006   10:18 AM

Representative Ike Skelton
U.S. House of Representatives
2206 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Skelton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road
Climax Springs, MO 65324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road , Climax Springs, MO 65324 

December 10, 2006   10:18 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Soignet
434 Bikini Beach Road
Climax Springs, MO 65324

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd , Washington, CT 06793-1801 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd
Washington, CT 06793-1801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr. , Harrison, OH 45030 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Representative Steve Chabot
U.S. House of Representatives
129 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Chabot,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr.
Harrison, OH 45030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr. , Harrison, OH 45030 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr.
Harrison, OH 45030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr. , Harrison, OH 45030 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr.
Harrison, OH 45030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd , Washington, CT 06793-1801 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Representative Nancy Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
2409 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd
Washington, CT 06793-1801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd , Washington, CT 06793-1801 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd
Washington, CT 06793-1801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd , Washington, CT 06793-1801 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph A. Mustich
404 Nettleton Hollow Rd
Washington, CT 06793-1801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr. , Harrison, OH 45030 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr.
Harrison, OH 45030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr. , Harrison, OH 45030 

December 10, 2006   10:16 AM

Representative Steve Chabot
U.S. House of Representatives
129 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Chabot,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laura Harmon
630 Deerfield Dr.
Harrison, OH 45030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St. , Redwood City, CA 94061 

December 10, 2006   10:13 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St.
Redwood City, CA 94061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St. , Redwood City, CA 94061 

December 10, 2006   10:13 AM

Representative Anna Eshoo
U.S. House of Representatives
205 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Eshoo,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St.
Redwood City, CA 94061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St. , Redwood City, CA 94061 

December 10, 2006   10:13 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St.
Redwood City, CA 94061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St. , Redwood City, CA 94061 

December 10, 2006   10:13 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rita McCloskeyq
1591 Regent St.
Redwood City, CA 94061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lester Kyle
1640 E Mt. Hope Hwy. , Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9717 

December 10, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lester Kyle
1640 E Mt. Hope Hwy.
Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9717

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lester Kyle
1640 E Mt. Hope Hwy. , Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9717 

December 10, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lester Kyle
1640 E Mt. Hope Hwy.
Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9717

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lester Kyle
1640 E Mt. Hope Hwy. , Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9717 

December 10, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lester Kyle
1640 E Mt. Hope Hwy.
Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9717

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110 , sheboygan, WI 53083 

December 10, 2006   10:06 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110
sheboygan, WI 53083

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110 , sheboygan, WI 53083 

December 10, 2006   10:06 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110
sheboygan, WI 53083

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110 , sheboygan, WI 53083 

December 10, 2006   10:06 AM

Representative Tom Petri
U.S. House of Representatives
2462 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Petri,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110
sheboygan, WI 53083

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110 , sheboygan, WI 53083 

December 10, 2006   10:06 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110
sheboygan, WI 53083

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110 , sheboygan, WI 53083 

December 10, 2006   10:06 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110
sheboygan, WI 53083

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110 , sheboygan, WI 53083 

December 10, 2006   10:06 AM

Representative Tom Petri
U.S. House of Representatives
2462 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Petri,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Phil Kasten
3602 n 21st street apt 110
sheboygan, WI 53083

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr. , Knoxville, TN 37922 

December 10, 2006   10:05 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr. , Knoxville, TN 37922 

December 10, 2006   10:05 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr. , Knoxville, TN 37922 

December 10, 2006   10:05 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr. , Knoxville, TN 37922 

December 10, 2006   10:05 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Christen
523 Cumberland Ridge Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N. P. O. Box 572, Mitchellville, IA 50169 

December 10, 2006   10:01 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N.
P. O. Box 572
Mitchellville, IA 50169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N. P. O. Box 572, Mitchellville, IA 50169 

December 10, 2006   10:01 AM

Senator Tom Harkin
U.S. Senate
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Harkin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N.
P. O. Box 572
Mitchellville, IA 50169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N. P. O. Box 572, Mitchellville, IA 50169 

December 10, 2006   10:01 AM

Representative Leonard Boswell
U.S. House of Representatives
1427 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boswell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N.
P. O. Box 572
Mitchellville, IA 50169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N. P. O. Box 572, Mitchellville, IA 50169 

December 10, 2006   10:01 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N.
P. O. Box 572
Mitchellville, IA 50169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N. P. O. Box 572, Mitchellville, IA 50169 

December 10, 2006   10:01 AM

Representative Leonard Boswell
U.S. House of Representatives
1427 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boswell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Trout
107 Center Ave. N.
P. O. Box 572
Mitchellville, IA 50169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dorothea Leicher
2303 Delancey Pl , Philadelphia, PA 19103-6442 

December 10, 2006   10:00 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dorothea Leicher
2303 Delancey Pl
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6442

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dorothea Leicher
2303 Delancey Pl , Philadelphia, PA 19103-6442 

December 10, 2006   10:00 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dorothea Leicher
2303 Delancey Pl
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6442

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dorothea Leicher
2303 Delancey Pl , Philadelphia, PA 19103-6442 

December 10, 2006   10:00 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dorothea Leicher
2303 Delancey Pl
Philadelphia, PA 19103-6442

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jessica Somers
231 Cedar Berry Drive , Washington, MO 63090 

December 10, 2006   9:58 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jessica Somers
231 Cedar Berry Drive
Washington, MO 63090

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jessica Somers
231 Cedar Berry Drive , Washington, MO 63090 

December 10, 2006   9:58 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jessica Somers
231 Cedar Berry Drive
Washington, MO 63090

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jessica Somers
231 Cedar Berry Drive , Washington, MO 63090 

December 10, 2006   9:58 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jessica Somers
231 Cedar Berry Drive
Washington, MO 63090

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle , port charlotte, FL 33948 

December 10, 2006   9:57 AM

Representative Connie Mack
U.S. House of Representatives
317 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Mack,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle
port charlotte, FL 33948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle , port charlotte, FL 33948 

December 10, 2006   9:57 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle
port charlotte, FL 33948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle , port charlotte, FL 33948 

December 10, 2006   9:57 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle
port charlotte, FL 33948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle , port charlotte, FL 33948 

December 10, 2006   9:57 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Hackett
4390 Meager Circle
port charlotte, FL 33948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd. , Mesa, AZ 85205 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd. , Mesa, AZ 85205 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd. , Mesa, AZ 85205 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Representative Jeff Flake
U.S. House of Representatives
424 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Flake,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd. , Mesa, AZ 85205 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street , Salisbury, NC 28146 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street
Salisbury, NC 28146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd. , Mesa, AZ 85205 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Representative Jeff Flake
U.S. House of Representatives
424 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Flake,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd. , Mesa, AZ 85205 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Yvonne Alexander
108 N. Greenfield Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street , Salisbury, NC 28146 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Representative Howard Coble
U.S. House of Representatives
2468 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Coble,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street
Salisbury, NC 28146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street , Salisbury, NC 28146 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street
Salisbury, NC 28146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street , Salisbury, NC 28146 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street
Salisbury, NC 28146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street , Salisbury, NC 28146 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street
Salisbury, NC 28146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street , Salisbury, NC 28146 

December 10, 2006   9:56 AM

Representative Howard Coble
U.S. House of Representatives
2468 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Coble,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Sutton
1016 Fraley Street
Salisbury, NC 28146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr , Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

December 10, 2006   9:54 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr , Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

December 10, 2006   9:54 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr , Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

December 10, 2006   9:54 AM

Representative Walter Jones
U.S. House of Representatives
422 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Jones,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr , Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

December 10, 2006   9:54 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr , Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

December 10, 2006   9:54 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr , Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

December 10, 2006   9:54 AM

Representative Walter Jones
U.S. House of Representatives
422 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Jones,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lynda Crowley
1228 Harbour View Dr
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road , Industry, PA 15052 

December 10, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road
Industry, PA 15052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road , Industry, PA 15052 

December 10, 2006   9:52 AM

Representative Melissa Hart
U.S. House of Representatives
1024 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hart,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road
Industry, PA 15052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road , Industry, PA 15052 

December 10, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road
Industry, PA 15052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road , Industry, PA 15052 

December 10, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road
Industry, PA 15052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road , Industry, PA 15052 

December 10, 2006   9:52 AM

Representative Melissa Hart
U.S. House of Representatives
1024 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hart,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Nadzam
1323 Midland Beaver Road
Industry, PA 15052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Council
5816 NE Going , Portland, OR 97218 

December 10, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Council
5816 NE Going
Portland, OR 97218

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Council
5816 NE Going , Portland, OR 97218 

December 10, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Council
5816 NE Going
Portland, OR 97218

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Council
5816 NE Going , Portland, OR 97218 

December 10, 2006   9:51 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Council
5816 NE Going
Portland, OR 97218

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Council
5816 NE Going , Portland, OR 97218 

December 10, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Council
5816 NE Going
Portland, OR 97218

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Council
5816 NE Going , Portland, OR 97218 

December 10, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Council
5816 NE Going
Portland, OR 97218

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Council
5816 NE Going , Portland, OR 97218 

December 10, 2006   9:51 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Council
5816 NE Going
Portland, OR 97218

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane , Jamestown, PA 16134 

December 10, 2006   9:48 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane
Jamestown, PA 16134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane , Jamestown, PA 16134 

December 10, 2006   9:48 AM

Representative Phil English
U.S. House of Representatives
1410 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative English,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane
Jamestown, PA 16134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane , Jamestown, PA 16134 

December 10, 2006   9:48 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane
Jamestown, PA 16134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane , Jamestown, PA 16134 

December 10, 2006   9:48 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane
Jamestown, PA 16134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane , Jamestown, PA 16134 

December 10, 2006   9:48 AM

Representative Phil English
U.S. House of Representatives
1410 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative English,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Moran
4032 Star Lane
Jamestown, PA 16134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Thornton
3770 West M-36 , Pinckney, MI 48169 

December 10, 2006   9:46 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Thornton
3770 West M-36
Pinckney, MI 48169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Thornton
3770 West M-36 , Pinckney, MI 48169 

December 10, 2006   9:46 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Thornton
3770 West M-36
Pinckney, MI 48169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Thornton
3770 West M-36 , Pinckney, MI 48169 

December 10, 2006   9:46 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Thornton
3770 West M-36
Pinckney, MI 48169

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 10, 2006   9:40 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 10, 2006   9:40 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 10, 2006   9:40 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 10, 2006   9:40 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 10, 2006   9:40 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brooks Clark
532 N Walnut St
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom bush
6 boulder brook rd , wilmington,, DE 19803 

December 10, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Tom Carper
U.S. Senate
513 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Carper,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom bush
6 boulder brook rd
wilmington,, DE 19803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom bush
6 boulder brook rd , wilmington,, DE 19803 

December 10, 2006   9:37 AM

Representative Mike Castle
U.S. House of Representatives
1233 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Castle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom bush
6 boulder brook rd
wilmington,, DE 19803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom bush
6 boulder brook rd , wilmington,, DE 19803 

December 10, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Joseph Biden
U.S. Senate
201 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Biden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom bush
6 boulder brook rd
wilmington,, DE 19803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom bush
6 boulder brook rd , wilmington,, DE 19803 

December 10, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Joseph Biden
U.S. Senate
201 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Biden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom bush
6 boulder brook rd
wilmington,, DE 19803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom bush
6 boulder brook rd , wilmington,, DE 19803 

December 10, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Tom Carper
U.S. Senate
513 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Carper,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom bush
6 boulder brook rd
wilmington,, DE 19803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom bush
6 boulder brook rd , wilmington,, DE 19803 

December 10, 2006   9:37 AM

Representative Mike Castle
U.S. House of Representatives
1233 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Castle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom bush
6 boulder brook rd
wilmington,, DE 19803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   9:36 AM

Representative Joe Knollenberg
U.S. House of Representatives
2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Knollenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   9:36 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   9:36 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   9:36 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest , Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

December 10, 2006   9:36 AM

Representative Joe Knollenberg
U.S. House of Representatives
2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Knollenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Sharon
3010 Woodcrest
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George SIMPSON
207 FAIRFAX ROAD , EASLEY, SC 29642-1930 

December 10, 2006   9:35 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George SIMPSON
207 FAIRFAX ROAD
EASLEY, SC 29642-1930

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George SIMPSON
207 FAIRFAX ROAD , EASLEY, SC 29642-1930 

December 10, 2006   9:35 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George SIMPSON
207 FAIRFAX ROAD
EASLEY, SC 29642-1930

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George SIMPSON
207 FAIRFAX ROAD , EASLEY, SC 29642-1930 

December 10, 2006   9:35 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George SIMPSON
207 FAIRFAX ROAD
EASLEY, SC 29642-1930

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive , Selden, NY 11784 

December 10, 2006   9:31 AM

Representative Timothy Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
1133 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive
Selden, NY 11784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive , Selden, NY 11784 

December 10, 2006   9:31 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive
Selden, NY 11784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive , Selden, NY 11784 

December 10, 2006   9:31 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive
Selden, NY 11784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive , Selden, NY 11784 

December 10, 2006   9:31 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive
Selden, NY 11784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive , Selden, NY 11784 

December 10, 2006   9:31 AM

Representative Timothy Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
1133 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Funkhouser
23 Urban Drive
Selden, NY 11784

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE , Hickory, NC 28601 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE
Hickory, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road , Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road
Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road , Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Dave Obey
U.S. House of Representatives
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Obey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road
Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE , Hickory, NC 28601 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE
Hickory, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE , Hickory, NC 28601 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Patrick McHenry
U. S.House of Representatives
224 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McHenry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE
Hickory, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road , Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road
Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE , Hickory, NC 28601 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE
Hickory, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE , Hickory, NC 28601 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE
Hickory, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE , Hickory, NC 28601 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Patrick McHenry
U. S.House of Representatives
224 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McHenry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Faulkner
4019 8th Street Ln NE
Hickory, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road , Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road
Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road , Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854 

December 10, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Derousseau
3 Kleusch Road
Rice Lake, WI 54868-1854

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64 , Whiteville, TN 38075 

December 10, 2006   9:25 AM

Representative Marsha Blackburn
U.S. House of Representatives
509 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blackburn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64
Whiteville, TN 38075

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64 , Whiteville, TN 38075 

December 10, 2006   9:25 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64
Whiteville, TN 38075

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64 , Whiteville, TN 38075 

December 10, 2006   9:25 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64
Whiteville, TN 38075

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64 , Whiteville, TN 38075 

December 10, 2006   9:25 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64
Whiteville, TN 38075

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64 , Whiteville, TN 38075 

December 10, 2006   9:25 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64
Whiteville, TN 38075

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64 , Whiteville, TN 38075 

December 10, 2006   9:25 AM

Representative Marsha Blackburn
U.S. House of Representatives
509 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blackburn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meryl Rice
5690 Old Hwy 64
Whiteville, TN 38075

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue , Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14305

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln. , Raleigh, NC 27613 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative David Price
U.S. House of Representatives
2162 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln.
Raleigh, NC 27613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln. , Raleigh, NC 27613 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln.
Raleigh, NC 27613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue , Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14305

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue , Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative Louise Slaughter
U.S. House of Representatives
2469 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Slaughter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14305

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln. , Raleigh, NC 27613 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln.
Raleigh, NC 27613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln. , Raleigh, NC 27613 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln.
Raleigh, NC 27613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln. , Raleigh, NC 27613 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln.
Raleigh, NC 27613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln. , Raleigh, NC 27613 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative David Price
U.S. House of Representatives
2162 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steven Terry
12120-104 Tango Ln.
Raleigh, NC 27613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue , Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14305

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue , Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

December 10, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative Louise Slaughter
U.S. House of Representatives
2469 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Slaughter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Kraft
3809 Madison Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14305

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd , Springfield,, PA 19064 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Curt Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2466 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd
Springfield,, PA 19064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St. , Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St. , Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St. , Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd , Springfield,, PA 19064 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd
Springfield,, PA 19064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd , Springfield,, PA 19064 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd
Springfield,, PA 19064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd , Springfield,, PA 19064 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd
Springfield,, PA 19064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St. , Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd , Springfield,, PA 19064 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Curt Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2466 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
MaryAnne Torone
346 Ashwood Rd
Springfield,, PA 19064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St. , Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

December 10, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pamela Terrell
67 Orange St.
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane , Greensboro, GA 30642 

December 10, 2006   9:11 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane
Greensboro, GA 30642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane , Greensboro, GA 30642 

December 10, 2006   9:11 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane
Greensboro, GA 30642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane , Greensboro, GA 30642 

December 10, 2006   9:11 AM

Representative Charlie Norwood
U.S. House of Representatives
2452 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Norwood,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane
Greensboro, GA 30642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane , Greensboro, GA 30642 

December 10, 2006   9:11 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Lane
Greensboro, GA 30642

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Claudio
none of your business , destin, FL 32536 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Claudio
none of your business
destin, FL 32536

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Claudio
none of your business , destin, FL 32536 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Claudio
none of your business
destin, FL 32536

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

v soll
303 west 66 st , new york, NY 10023 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Representative Jerrold Nadler
U.S. House of Representatives
2334 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Nadler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
v soll
303 west 66 st
new york, NY 10023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

v soll
303 west 66 st , new york, NY 10023 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
v soll
303 west 66 st
new york, NY 10023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Edwards
163 Willow St , WILKES BARRE, PA 18702 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Edwards
163 Willow St
WILKES BARRE, PA 18702

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

v soll
303 west 66 st , new york, NY 10023 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
v soll
303 west 66 st
new york, NY 10023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Edwards
163 Willow St , WILKES BARRE, PA 18702 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Representative Paul Kanjorski
U.S. House of Representatives
2188 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kanjorski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Edwards
163 Willow St
WILKES BARRE, PA 18702

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Edwards
163 Willow St , WILKES BARRE, PA 18702 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Edwards
163 Willow St
WILKES BARRE, PA 18702

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Claudio
none of your business , destin, FL 32536 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Claudio
none of your business
destin, FL 32536

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

v soll
303 west 66 st , new york, NY 10023 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
v soll
303 west 66 st
new york, NY 10023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Edwards
163 Willow St , WILKES BARRE, PA 18702 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Edwards
163 Willow St
WILKES BARRE, PA 18702

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Edwards
163 Willow St , WILKES BARRE, PA 18702 

December 10, 2006   9:09 AM

Representative Paul Kanjorski
U.S. House of Representatives
2188 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kanjorski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Edwards
163 Willow St
WILKES BARRE, PA 18702

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rachel Evans
33 Maple St. , Beacon, NY 12508 

December 10, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rachel Evans
33 Maple St.
Beacon, NY 12508

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rachel Evans
33 Maple St. , Beacon, NY 12508 

December 10, 2006   9:08 AM

Representative Sue Kelly
U.S. House of Representatives
2182 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kelly,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rachel Evans
33 Maple St.
Beacon, NY 12508

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rachel Evans
33 Maple St. , Beacon, NY 12508 

December 10, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rachel Evans
33 Maple St.
Beacon, NY 12508

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rachel Evans
33 Maple St. , Beacon, NY 12508 

December 10, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rachel Evans
33 Maple St.
Beacon, NY 12508

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rachel Evans
33 Maple St. , Beacon, NY 12508 

December 10, 2006   9:08 AM

Representative Sue Kelly
U.S. House of Representatives
2182 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kelly,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rachel Evans
33 Maple St.
Beacon, NY 12508

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd , Holmes Beach, FL 34217 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Representative Katherine Harris
U.S. House of Representatives
116 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Harris,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3 , Tallahassee, FL 32304 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3
Tallahassee, FL 32304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3 , Tallahassee, FL 32304 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3
Tallahassee, FL 32304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd , Holmes Beach, FL 34217 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3 , Tallahassee, FL 32304 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Representative Allen Boyd
U.S. House of Representatives
1227 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boyd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3
Tallahassee, FL 32304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd , Holmes Beach, FL 34217 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd , Holmes Beach, FL 34217 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eve Leonard
6604 Holmes Blvd
Holmes Beach, FL 34217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3 , Tallahassee, FL 32304 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3
Tallahassee, FL 32304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3 , Tallahassee, FL 32304 

December 10, 2006   9:06 AM

Representative Allen Boyd
U.S. House of Representatives
1227 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boyd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Moye
4522 Moore Cir #C3
Tallahassee, FL 32304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

scott woodruff
234 elm st. , Wellington, OH 44090 

December 10, 2006   9:04 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
scott woodruff
234 elm st.
Wellington, OH 44090

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

scott woodruff
234 elm st. , Wellington, OH 44090 

December 10, 2006   9:04 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
scott woodruff
234 elm st.
Wellington, OH 44090

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

scott woodruff
234 elm st. , Wellington, OH 44090 

December 10, 2006   9:04 AM

Representative Marcy Kaptur
U.S. House of Representatives
2366 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kaptur,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
scott woodruff
234 elm st.
Wellington, OH 44090

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

scott woodruff
234 elm st. , Wellington, OH 44090 

December 10, 2006   9:04 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
scott woodruff
234 elm st.
Wellington, OH 44090

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave. , Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662 

December 10, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave. , Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662 

December 10, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative Albert Wynn
U.S. House of Representatives
434 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wynn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave. , Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662 

December 10, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave. , Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662 

December 10, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave. , Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662 

December 10, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave. , Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662 

December 10, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative Albert Wynn
U.S. House of Representatives
434 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wynn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Nobbe
725 Silver Spring Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b , Jackson, NJ 08527 

December 10, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative Chris Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b
Jackson, NJ 08527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b , Jackson, NJ 08527 

December 10, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b
Jackson, NJ 08527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b , Jackson, NJ 08527 

December 10, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b
Jackson, NJ 08527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b , Jackson, NJ 08527 

December 10, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b
Jackson, NJ 08527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b , Jackson, NJ 08527 

December 10, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b
Jackson, NJ 08527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b , Jackson, NJ 08527 

December 10, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative Chris Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Stauffer
330 South New Prospect Rd Apt 2b
Jackson, NJ 08527

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maria brown
107 grog kill rd. , willow, NY 12495 

December 10, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maria brown
107 grog kill rd.
willow, NY 12495

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maria brown
107 grog kill rd. , willow, NY 12495 

December 10, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maria brown
107 grog kill rd.
willow, NY 12495

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maria brown
107 grog kill rd. , willow, NY 12495 

December 10, 2006   8:57 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maria brown
107 grog kill rd.
willow, NY 12495

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maria brown
107 grog kill rd. , willow, NY 12495 

December 10, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maria brown
107 grog kill rd.
willow, NY 12495

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maria brown
107 grog kill rd. , willow, NY 12495 

December 10, 2006   8:57 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maria brown
107 grog kill rd.
willow, NY 12495

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st , nyc, NY 10013 

December 10, 2006   8:56 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st
nyc, NY 10013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st , nyc, NY 10013 

December 10, 2006   8:56 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st
nyc, NY 10013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st , nyc, NY 10013 

December 10, 2006   8:56 AM

Representative Jerrold Nadler
U.S. House of Representatives
2334 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Nadler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st
nyc, NY 10013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st , nyc, NY 10013 

December 10, 2006   8:56 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
sophia rubinstein
310 greenwich st
nyc, NY 10013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road , Scarsdale, NY 10583 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Representative Nita Lowey
U.S. House of Representatives
2329 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lowey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road , Scarsdale, NY 10583 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Earl North
PO Box 156 PO Box 156, Canaan, NH 03741 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Earl North
PO Box 156
PO Box 156
Canaan, NH 03741

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Earl North
PO Box 156 PO Box 156, Canaan, NH 03741 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Judd Gregg
U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Gregg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Earl North
PO Box 156
PO Box 156
Canaan, NH 03741

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Earl North
PO Box 156 PO Box 156, Canaan, NH 03741 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Earl North
PO Box 156
PO Box 156
Canaan, NH 03741

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road , Scarsdale, NY 10583 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Earl North
PO Box 156 PO Box 156, Canaan, NH 03741 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Earl North
PO Box 156
PO Box 156
Canaan, NH 03741

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Earl North
PO Box 156 PO Box 156, Canaan, NH 03741 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Earl North
PO Box 156
PO Box 156
Canaan, NH 03741

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road , Scarsdale, NY 10583 

December 10, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Cantor
11 Innes Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley , Chicago, IL 60625 

December 10, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley
Chicago, IL 60625

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley , Chicago, IL 60625 

December 10, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley
Chicago, IL 60625

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley , Chicago, IL 60625 

December 10, 2006   8:46 AM

Representative Rahm Emanuel
U.S. House of Representatives
1319 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Emanuel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley
Chicago, IL 60625

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley , Chicago, IL 60625 

December 10, 2006   8:46 AM

Representative Rahm Emanuel
U.S. House of Representatives
1319 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Emanuel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Silver
4530 N. Oakley
Chicago, IL 60625

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr , Nashua, NH 03062 

December 10, 2006   8:39 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr
Nashua, NH 03062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr , Nashua, NH 03062 

December 10, 2006   8:39 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr
Nashua, NH 03062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr , Nashua, NH 03062 

December 10, 2006   8:39 AM

Senator Judd Gregg
U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Gregg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr
Nashua, NH 03062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr , Nashua, NH 03062 

December 10, 2006   8:39 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr
Nashua, NH 03062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr , Nashua, NH 03062 

December 10, 2006   8:39 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Donahue
4 Langholm Dr
Nashua, NH 03062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St. , N. Charleston, SC 29405 

December 10, 2006   8:36 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St.
N. Charleston, SC 29405

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St. , N. Charleston, SC 29405 

December 10, 2006   8:36 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St.
N. Charleston, SC 29405

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St. , N. Charleston, SC 29405 

December 10, 2006   8:36 AM

Representative James Clyburn
U.S. House of Representatives
2135 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Clyburn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St.
N. Charleston, SC 29405

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St. , N. Charleston, SC 29405 

December 10, 2006   8:36 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St.
N. Charleston, SC 29405

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St. , N. Charleston, SC 29405 

December 10, 2006   8:36 AM

Representative James Clyburn
U.S. House of Representatives
2135 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Clyburn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lonnie Albrecht
3839 Walnut St.
N. Charleston, SC 29405

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street , Fayetteville, AR 72701 

December 10, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street
Fayetteville, AR 72701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street , Fayetteville, AR 72701 

December 10, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street
Fayetteville, AR 72701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street , Fayetteville, AR 72701 

December 10, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street
Fayetteville, AR 72701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street , Fayetteville, AR 72701 

December 10, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street
Fayetteville, AR 72701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street , Fayetteville, AR 72701 

December 10, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street
Fayetteville, AR 72701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street , Fayetteville, AR 72701 

December 10, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Davis
128 E. Davidson Street
Fayetteville, AR 72701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave , Metuchen, NJ 08840 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Representative Frank Pallone
U.S. House of Representatives
420 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pallone,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave
Metuchen, NJ 08840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave , Metuchen, NJ 08840 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave
Metuchen, NJ 08840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave , Metuchen, NJ 08840 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave
Metuchen, NJ 08840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Barnhart
309 E North Street , Tampa, FL 3619 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Barnhart
309 E North Street
Tampa, FL 3619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Barnhart
309 E North Street , Tampa, FL 3619 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Representative Jim Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
409 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Barnhart
309 E North Street
Tampa, FL 3619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Barnhart
309 E North Street , Tampa, FL 3619 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Barnhart
309 E North Street
Tampa, FL 3619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Barnhart
309 E North Street , Tampa, FL 3619 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Barnhart
309 E North Street
Tampa, FL 3619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Barnhart
309 E North Street , Tampa, FL 3619 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Representative Jim Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
409 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Barnhart
309 E North Street
Tampa, FL 3619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave , Metuchen, NJ 08840 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave
Metuchen, NJ 08840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave , Metuchen, NJ 08840 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave
Metuchen, NJ 08840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave , Metuchen, NJ 08840 

December 10, 2006   8:31 AM

Representative Frank Pallone
U.S. House of Representatives
420 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pallone,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donna Cyphers
112 Oakland Ave
Metuchen, NJ 08840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniela Vognar
733 Millview Drive , Batavia, IL 60510 

December 10, 2006   8:30 AM

Representative Dennis Hastert
U.S. House of Representatives
235 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hastert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniela Vognar
733 Millview Drive
Batavia, IL 60510

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniela Vognar
733 Millview Drive , Batavia, IL 60510 

December 10, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniela Vognar
733 Millview Drive
Batavia, IL 60510

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniela Vognar
733 Millview Drive , Batavia, IL 60510 

December 10, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniela Vognar
733 Millview Drive
Batavia, IL 60510

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr. , Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603 

December 10, 2006   8:29 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr.
Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr. , Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603 

December 10, 2006   8:29 AM

Representative Adam Putnam
U.S. House of Representatives
1213 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Putnam,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr.
Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr. , Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603 

December 10, 2006   8:29 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr.
Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr. , Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603 

December 10, 2006   8:29 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr.
Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr. , Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603 

December 10, 2006   8:29 AM

Representative Adam Putnam
U.S. House of Representatives
1213 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Putnam,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Viola Cottrell
3336 Fox Ridge Dr.
Winter Haven, FL 33884-2603

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke , Caledonia, MI 49316 

December 10, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke
Caledonia, MI 49316

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke , Caledonia, MI 49316 

December 10, 2006   8:27 AM

Representative Vernon Ehlers
U.S. House of Representatives
1714 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ehlers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke
Caledonia, MI 49316

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke , Caledonia, MI 49316 

December 10, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke
Caledonia, MI 49316

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke , Caledonia, MI 49316 

December 10, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke
Caledonia, MI 49316

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke , Caledonia, MI 49316 

December 10, 2006   8:27 AM

Representative Vernon Ehlers
U.S. House of Representatives
1714 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ehlers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauri Rambo
7750 Noffke
Caledonia, MI 49316

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jen Broders
1071 Western , Stockton, IA 52769 

December 10, 2006   8:25 AM

Representative Jim Leach
U.S. House of Representatives
2186 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Leach,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jen Broders
1071 Western
Stockton, IA 52769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jen Broders
1071 Western , Stockton, IA 52769 

December 10, 2006   8:25 AM

Senator Tom Harkin
U.S. Senate
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Harkin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jen Broders
1071 Western
Stockton, IA 52769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jen Broders
1071 Western , Stockton, IA 52769 

December 10, 2006   8:25 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jen Broders
1071 Western
Stockton, IA 52769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jen Broders
1071 Western , Stockton, IA 52769 

December 10, 2006   8:25 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jen Broders
1071 Western
Stockton, IA 52769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jen Broders
1071 Western , Stockton, IA 52769 

December 10, 2006   8:25 AM

Representative Jim Leach
U.S. House of Representatives
2186 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Leach,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jen Broders
1071 Western
Stockton, IA 52769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 10, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 10, 2006   8:19 AM

Representative Dennis Kucinich
U.S. House of Representatives
1730 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kucinich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 10, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 10, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 10, 2006   8:19 AM

Representative Dennis Kucinich
U.S. House of Representatives
1730 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kucinich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ed Baker
1356 Kenilworth #1
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue , Eastpointe, MI 48021 

December 10, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue , Eastpointe, MI 48021 

December 10, 2006   8:18 AM

Representative Sandy Levin
U.S. House of Representatives
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue , Eastpointe, MI 48021 

December 10, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue , Eastpointe, MI 48021 

December 10, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue , Eastpointe, MI 48021 

December 10, 2006   8:18 AM

Representative Sandy Levin
U.S. House of Representatives
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dawn Funck
16477 Manchester Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lisa bartle
128 culver parkway , rochester, NY 14609 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lisa bartle
128 culver parkway
rochester, NY 14609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lisa bartle
128 culver parkway , rochester, NY 14609 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Louise Slaughter
U.S. House of Representatives
2469 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Slaughter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lisa bartle
128 culver parkway
rochester, NY 14609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave. , Buffalo, NY 14731 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Brian Higgins
U.S. House of Representatives
431 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Higgins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14731

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave. , Buffalo, NY 14731 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14731

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lisa bartle
128 culver parkway , rochester, NY 14609 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lisa bartle
128 culver parkway
rochester, NY 14609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave. , Buffalo, NY 14731 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14731

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave. , Buffalo, NY 14731 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14731

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lisa bartle
128 culver parkway , rochester, NY 14609 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lisa bartle
128 culver parkway
rochester, NY 14609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave. , Buffalo, NY 14731 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Brian Higgins
U.S. House of Representatives
431 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Higgins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Hintz
270 Michigan Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14731

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lisa bartle
128 culver parkway , rochester, NY 14609 

December 10, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Louise Slaughter
U.S. House of Representatives
2469 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Slaughter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lisa bartle
128 culver parkway
rochester, NY 14609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st. apt 1, pottstown, PA 19464 

December 10, 2006   7:48 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st.
apt 1
pottstown, PA 19464

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st. apt 1, pottstown, PA 19464 

December 10, 2006   7:48 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st.
apt 1
pottstown, PA 19464

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st. apt 1, pottstown, PA 19464 

December 10, 2006   7:48 AM

Representative Jim Gerlach
U.S. House of Representatives
308 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gerlach,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st.
apt 1
pottstown, PA 19464

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st. apt 1, pottstown, PA 19464 

December 10, 2006   7:48 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marcus ricketts
60 n. franklin st.
apt 1
pottstown, PA 19464

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave , Pennington, NJ 08534 

December 10, 2006   7:46 AM

Representative Rush Holt
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal- I don't like trusts

Dear Representative Holt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to "un-
recuse" McDowell and force him to vote on the merger.  With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest.  

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.
Sic Semper Tyrannus

Sincerely,
Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave



Pennington, NJ 08534

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave , Pennington, NJ 08534 

December 10, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal- I don't like trusts

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to "un-
recuse" McDowell and force him to vote on the merger.  With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest.  

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.
Sic Semper Tyrannus

Sincerely,
Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave



Pennington, NJ 08534

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave , Pennington, NJ 08534 

December 10, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal- I don't like trusts

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to "un-
recuse" McDowell and force him to vote on the merger.  With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest.  

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.
Sic Semper Tyrannus

Sincerely,
Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave



Pennington, NJ 08534

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave , Pennington, NJ 08534 

December 10, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal- I don't like trusts

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to "un-
recuse" McDowell and force him to vote on the merger.  With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest.  

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.
Sic Semper Tyrannus

Sincerely,
Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave



Pennington, NJ 08534

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave , Pennington, NJ 08534 

December 10, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal- I don't like trusts

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to "un-
recuse" McDowell and force him to vote on the merger.  With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest.  

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.
Sic Semper Tyrannus

Sincerely,
Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave



Pennington, NJ 08534

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave , Pennington, NJ 08534 

December 10, 2006   7:46 AM

Representative Rush Holt
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics Scandal- I don't like trusts

Dear Representative Holt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to "un-
recuse" McDowell and force him to vote on the merger.  With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest.  

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.
Sic Semper Tyrannus

Sincerely,
Rick Berger
112 W. Delaware Ave



Pennington, NJ 08534

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906 , Rochester, MN 55901 

December 10, 2006   7:36 AM

Representative Gil Gutknecht
U.S. House of Representatives
425 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutknecht,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906
Rochester, MN 55901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906 , Rochester, MN 55901 

December 10, 2006   7:36 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906
Rochester, MN 55901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906 , Rochester, MN 55901 

December 10, 2006   7:36 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906
Rochester, MN 55901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906 , Rochester, MN 55901 

December 10, 2006   7:36 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906
Rochester, MN 55901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906 , Rochester, MN 55901 

December 10, 2006   7:36 AM

Representative Gil Gutknecht
U.S. House of Representatives
425 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutknecht,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Gaile
200 1st Ave. N.W. apt. 906
Rochester, MN 55901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793 , West Columbia, SC 29171 

December 10, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793
West Columbia, SC 29171

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793 , West Columbia, SC 29171 

December 10, 2006   7:23 AM

Representative Joe Wilson
U.S. House of Representatives
212 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wilson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793
West Columbia, SC 29171

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793 , West Columbia, SC 29171 

December 10, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793
West Columbia, SC 29171

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793 , West Columbia, SC 29171 

December 10, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793
West Columbia, SC 29171

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793 , West Columbia, SC 29171 

December 10, 2006   7:23 AM

Representative Joe Wilson
U.S. House of Representatives
212 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wilson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Valerie Thompson
PO Box 4793
West Columbia, SC 29171

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South , Des Moines, WA 98198 

December 10, 2006   7:21 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal in the making?

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. From where does he get the authority to force an "un-recusal?  Forcing 
Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an unprecedented affront to the 
public's demand for ethical and impartial policy making. With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South
Des Moines, WA 98198

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South , Des Moines, WA 98198 

December 10, 2006   7:21 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal in the making?

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. From where does he get the authority to force an "un-recusal?  Forcing 
Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an unprecedented affront to the 
public's demand for ethical and impartial policy making. With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South
Des Moines, WA 98198

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South , Des Moines, WA 98198 

December 10, 2006   7:21 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal in the making?

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. From where does he get the authority to force an "un-recusal?  Forcing 
Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an unprecedented affront to the 
public's demand for ethical and impartial policy making. With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South
Des Moines, WA 98198

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South , Des Moines, WA 98198 

December 10, 2006   7:21 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal in the making?

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. From where does he get the authority to force an "un-recusal?  Forcing 
Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an unprecedented affront to the 
public's demand for ethical and impartial policy making. With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South
Des Moines, WA 98198

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South , Des Moines, WA 98198 

December 10, 2006   7:21 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal in the making?

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. From where does he get the authority to force an "un-recusal?  Forcing 
Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an unprecedented affront to the 
public's demand for ethical and impartial policy making. With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South
Des Moines, WA 98198

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South , Des Moines, WA 98198 

December 10, 2006   7:21 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal in the making?

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. From where does he get the authority to force an "un-recusal?  Forcing 
Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an unprecedented affront to the 
public's demand for ethical and impartial policy making. With the future of the Internet and 
other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by agencies that seek to 
actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Spriggs
25205 8th pl. South
Des Moines, WA 98198

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd , Saginaw, MI 48638 

December 10, 2006   7:14 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd
Saginaw, MI 48638

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd , Saginaw, MI 48638 

December 10, 2006   7:14 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd
Saginaw, MI 48638

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd , Saginaw, MI 48638 

December 10, 2006   7:14 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd
Saginaw, MI 48638

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd , Saginaw, MI 48638 

December 10, 2006   7:14 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd
Saginaw, MI 48638

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd , Saginaw, MI 48638 

December 10, 2006   7:14 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Neal Vance
1630 Hemmeter Rd
Saginaw, MI 48638

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook , Kansas City, KS 66202- 

December 10, 2006   7:11 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook
Kansas City, KS 66202-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook , Kansas City, KS 66202- 

December 10, 2006   7:11 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook
Kansas City, KS 66202-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook , Kansas City, KS 66202- 

December 10, 2006   7:11 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook
Kansas City, KS 66202-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook , Kansas City, KS 66202- 

December 10, 2006   7:11 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Sawyer
6019 Outlook
Kansas City, KS 66202-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court , WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429 

December 10, 2006   6:59 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court
WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court , WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429 

December 10, 2006   6:59 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court
WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court , WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429 

December 10, 2006   6:59 AM

Representative Steny Hoyer
U.S. House of Representatives
1705 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hoyer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court
WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court , WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429 

December 10, 2006   6:59 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court
WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court , WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429 

December 10, 2006   6:59 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Fronck
7800 King Arthur Court
WHITE PLAINS, MD 20695-3429

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive , Mankato, MN 56001 

December 10, 2006   6:55 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive
Mankato, MN 56001

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive , Mankato, MN 56001 

December 10, 2006   6:55 AM

Representative Gil Gutknecht
U.S. House of Representatives
425 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutknecht,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive
Mankato, MN 56001

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive , Mankato, MN 56001 

December 10, 2006   6:55 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive
Mankato, MN 56001

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive , Mankato, MN 56001 

December 10, 2006   6:55 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive
Mankato, MN 56001

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive , Mankato, MN 56001 

December 10, 2006   6:55 AM

Representative Gil Gutknecht
U.S. House of Representatives
425 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutknecht,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Hartenstein
120 east Glencrest drive
Mankato, MN 56001

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr. , Elkhart, IN 46516-5356 

December 10, 2006   6:27 AM

Representative Mark Souder
U.S. House of Representatives
2231 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Souder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr.
Elkhart, IN 46516-5356

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr. , Elkhart, IN 46516-5356 

December 10, 2006   6:27 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr.
Elkhart, IN 46516-5356

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr. , Elkhart, IN 46516-5356 

December 10, 2006   6:27 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr.
Elkhart, IN 46516-5356

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr. , Elkhart, IN 46516-5356 

December 10, 2006   6:27 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr.
Elkhart, IN 46516-5356

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr. , Elkhart, IN 46516-5356 

December 10, 2006   6:27 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr.
Elkhart, IN 46516-5356

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr. , Elkhart, IN 46516-5356 

December 10, 2006   6:27 AM

Representative Mark Souder
U.S. House of Representatives
2231 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Souder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dianne Chupp
21770 Christopher Dr.
Elkhart, IN 46516-5356

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27 , Los Angeles, CA 90004 

December 10, 2006   6:25 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC AT&T Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I have been told the FCC is currently reviewing a merger between BellSouth and AT&T.

This is a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications.

The FCC's responsibility is to regulate a merger to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  A central issue 
has been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the 
public that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or 
impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable 
condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell has recused himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of 
interest because his former employer has a major stake in its outcome. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger.  Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27
Los Angeles, CA 90004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27 , Los Angeles, CA 90004 

December 10, 2006   6:25 AM

Representative Diane Watson
U.S. House of Representatives
125 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC AT&T Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Watson,

I have been told the FCC is currently reviewing a merger between BellSouth and AT&T.

This is a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications.

The FCC's responsibility is to regulate a merger to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  A central issue 
has been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the 
public that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or 
impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable 
condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell has recused himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of 
interest because his former employer has a major stake in its outcome. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger.  Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27
Los Angeles, CA 90004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27 , Los Angeles, CA 90004 

December 10, 2006   6:25 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC AT&T Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

I have been told the FCC is currently reviewing a merger between BellSouth and AT&T.

This is a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications.

The FCC's responsibility is to regulate a merger to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  A central issue 
has been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the 
public that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or 
impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable 
condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell has recused himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of 
interest because his former employer has a major stake in its outcome. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger.  Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27
Los Angeles, CA 90004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27 , Los Angeles, CA 90004 

December 10, 2006   6:25 AM

Representative Diane Watson
U.S. House of Representatives
125 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC AT&T Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Watson,

I have been told the FCC is currently reviewing a merger between BellSouth and AT&T.

This is a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications.

The FCC's responsibility is to regulate a merger to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  A central issue 
has been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the 
public that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or 
impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable 
condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell has recused himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of 
interest because his former employer has a major stake in its outcome. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger.  Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27
Los Angeles, CA 90004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27 , Los Angeles, CA 90004 

December 10, 2006   6:25 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC AT&T Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I have been told the FCC is currently reviewing a merger between BellSouth and AT&T.

This is a multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications.

The FCC's responsibility is to regulate a merger to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  A central issue 
has been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the 
public that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or 
impairing their customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable 
condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell has recused himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of 
interest because his former employer has a major stake in its outcome. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger.  Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Lawton
419 N. Larchmont Blvd. #27
Los Angeles, CA 90004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane , stuart, FL 34997 

December 10, 2006   6:21 AM

Representative Vacant Vacant
U.S. House of Representatives
104 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Vacant,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane
stuart, FL 34997

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane , stuart, FL 34997 

December 10, 2006   6:21 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane
stuart, FL 34997

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane , stuart, FL 34997 

December 10, 2006   6:21 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane
stuart, FL 34997

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane , stuart, FL 34997 

December 10, 2006   6:21 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marilyn graton
4131 se peterson lane
stuart, FL 34997

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr , Chester, NJ 07930-3019 

December 10, 2006   6:13 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr
Chester, NJ 07930-3019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr , Chester, NJ 07930-3019 

December 10, 2006   6:13 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr
Chester, NJ 07930-3019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr , Chester, NJ 07930-3019 

December 10, 2006   6:13 AM

Representative Rodney Frelinghuysen
U.S. House of Representatives
2442 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Frelinghuysen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr
Chester, NJ 07930-3019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr , Chester, NJ 07930-3019 

December 10, 2006   6:13 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr
Chester, NJ 07930-3019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr , Chester, NJ 07930-3019 

December 10, 2006   6:13 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roger Sauer
14 Ashland Terr
Chester, NJ 07930-3019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave. , Georgetown, KY 40324-1912 

December 10, 2006   6:11 AM

Representative Ben Chandler
U.S. House of Representatives
1504 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Chandler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave.
Georgetown, KY 40324-1912

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave. , Georgetown, KY 40324-1912 

December 10, 2006   6:11 AM

Senator Jim Bunning
U.S. Senate
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bunning,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave.
Georgetown, KY 40324-1912

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave. , Georgetown, KY 40324-1912 

December 10, 2006   6:11 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave.
Georgetown, KY 40324-1912

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave. , Georgetown, KY 40324-1912 

December 10, 2006   6:11 AM

Representative Ben Chandler
U.S. House of Representatives
1504 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Chandler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave.
Georgetown, KY 40324-1912

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave. , Georgetown, KY 40324-1912 

December 10, 2006   6:11 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Yates
112 Gano Ave.
Georgetown, KY 40324-1912

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane , Rochester, NY 14618 

December 10, 2006   6:02 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane
Rochester, NY 14618

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane , Rochester, NY 14618 

December 10, 2006   6:02 AM

Representative John Kuhl
U.S. House of Representatives
1505 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kuhl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane
Rochester, NY 14618

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane , Rochester, NY 14618 

December 10, 2006   6:02 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane
Rochester, NY 14618

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane , Rochester, NY 14618 

December 10, 2006   6:02 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Blaisdell
11 Modelane
Rochester, NY 14618

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael boshears
10461 wystone av , northridge, CA 91326 

December 10, 2006   5:55 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael boshears
10461 wystone av
northridge, CA 91326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael boshears
10461 wystone av , northridge, CA 91326 

December 10, 2006   5:55 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael boshears
10461 wystone av
northridge, CA 91326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael boshears
10461 wystone av , northridge, CA 91326 

December 10, 2006   5:55 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael boshears
10461 wystone av
northridge, CA 91326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael boshears
10461 wystone av , northridge, CA 91326 

December 10, 2006   5:55 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael boshears
10461 wystone av
northridge, CA 91326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael boshears
10461 wystone av , northridge, CA 91326 

December 10, 2006   5:55 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael boshears
10461 wystone av
northridge, CA 91326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Marchand
11424 Mart Road , Whitmore Lake, MI 48189-9323 

December 10, 2006   5:54 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Marchand
11424 Mart Road
Whitmore Lake, MI 48189-9323

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Marchand
11424 Mart Road , Whitmore Lake, MI 48189-9323 

December 10, 2006   5:54 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Marchand
11424 Mart Road
Whitmore Lake, MI 48189-9323

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Marchand
11424 Mart Road , Whitmore Lake, MI 48189-9323 

December 10, 2006   5:54 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Marchand
11424 Mart Road
Whitmore Lake, MI 48189-9323

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST , Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

December 10, 2006   5:53 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST , Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

December 10, 2006   5:53 AM

Representative Jane Harman
U.S. House of Representatives
2400 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Harman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST , Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

December 10, 2006   5:53 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST , Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

December 10, 2006   5:53 AM

Representative Jane Harman
U.S. House of Representatives
2400 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Harman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST , Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

December 10, 2006   5:53 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lars Ingelman
473 30th ST
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive , Grand Haven, MI 49417 

December 10, 2006   5:37 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive
Grand Haven, MI 49417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive , Grand Haven, MI 49417 

December 10, 2006   5:37 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive
Grand Haven, MI 49417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive , Grand Haven, MI 49417 

December 10, 2006   5:37 AM

Representative Pete Hoekstra
U.S. House of Representatives
2234 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hoekstra,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive
Grand Haven, MI 49417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive , Grand Haven, MI 49417 

December 10, 2006   5:37 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Fassett
1500 Klempel Farm Drive
Grand Haven, MI 49417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave. , Stevens Point, WI 54481 

December 10, 2006   5:14 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave. , Stevens Point, WI 54481 

December 10, 2006   5:14 AM

Representative Dave Obey
U.S. House of Representatives
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Obey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave. , Stevens Point, WI 54481 

December 10, 2006   5:14 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave. , Stevens Point, WI 54481 

December 10, 2006   5:14 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave. , Stevens Point, WI 54481 

December 10, 2006   5:14 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Hensel
1728 Strongs Ave.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce , granite city, IL 62040 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce
granite city, IL 62040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce , granite city, IL 62040 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce
granite city, IL 62040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce , granite city, IL 62040 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Representative Jerry Costello
U.S. House of Representatives
2269 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Costello,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce
granite city, IL 62040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive Stillwater Township, Newton, NJ 07860-4127 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive
Stillwater Township
Newton, NJ 07860-4127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive Stillwater Township, Newton, NJ 07860-4127 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive
Stillwater Township
Newton, NJ 07860-4127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce , granite city, IL 62040 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Representative Jerry Costello
U.S. House of Representatives
2269 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Costello,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chase Vannier
2 blue spruce
granite city, IL 62040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive Stillwater Township, Newton, NJ 07860-4127 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive
Stillwater Township
Newton, NJ 07860-4127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive Stillwater Township, Newton, NJ 07860-4127 

December 10, 2006   5:08 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kenneth N. Winschuh
905 Plymouth Lake Drive
Stillwater Township
Newton, NJ 07860-4127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N , St Cloud, MN 56303 

December 10, 2006   4:57 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N
St Cloud, MN 56303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N , St Cloud, MN 56303 

December 10, 2006   4:57 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N
St Cloud, MN 56303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N , St Cloud, MN 56303 

December 10, 2006   4:57 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N
St Cloud, MN 56303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N , St Cloud, MN 56303 

December 10, 2006   4:57 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N
St Cloud, MN 56303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N , St Cloud, MN 56303 

December 10, 2006   4:57 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick Rainey
3615 10th St N
St Cloud, MN 56303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr. , Towanda, KS 67144 

December 10, 2006   4:46 AM

Representative Todd Tiahrt
U.S. House of Representatives
2441 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tiahrt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr.
Towanda, KS 67144

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr. , Towanda, KS 67144 

December 10, 2006   4:46 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr.
Towanda, KS 67144

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr. , Towanda, KS 67144 

December 10, 2006   4:46 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr.
Towanda, KS 67144

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr. , Towanda, KS 67144 

December 10, 2006   4:46 AM

Representative Todd Tiahrt
U.S. House of Representatives
2441 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tiahrt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr.
Towanda, KS 67144

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr. , Towanda, KS 67144 

December 10, 2006   4:46 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr.
Towanda, KS 67144

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr. , Towanda, KS 67144 

December 10, 2006   4:46 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Hogan
741 Wilson Dr.
Towanda, KS 67144

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way , Corvallis, OR 97330 

December 10, 2006   4:27 AM

Representative Peter DeFazio
U.S. House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeFazio,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way
Corvallis, OR 97330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way , Corvallis, OR 97330 

December 10, 2006   4:27 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way
Corvallis, OR 97330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way , Corvallis, OR 97330 

December 10, 2006   4:27 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way
Corvallis, OR 97330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way , Corvallis, OR 97330 

December 10, 2006   4:27 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way
Corvallis, OR 97330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way , Corvallis, OR 97330 

December 10, 2006   4:27 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way
Corvallis, OR 97330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way , Corvallis, OR 97330 

December 10, 2006   4:27 AM

Representative Peter DeFazio
U.S. House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeFazio,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Ruff
3730 NE Dorchester way
Corvallis, OR 97330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave. , Portland, OR 97219 

December 10, 2006   4:24 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave. , Portland, OR 97219 

December 10, 2006   4:24 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave. , Portland, OR 97219 

December 10, 2006   4:24 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave. , Portland, OR 97219 

December 10, 2006   4:24 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave. , Portland, OR 97219 

December 10, 2006   4:24 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave. , Portland, OR 97219 

December 10, 2006   4:24 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cindy McKinstry
9845 SW 6th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road , Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735 

December 10, 2006   4:11 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road
Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road , Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735 

December 10, 2006   4:11 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road
Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road , Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735 

December 10, 2006   4:11 AM

Representative Ted Strickland
U.S. House of Representatives
336 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Strickland,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road
Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road , Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735 

December 10, 2006   4:11 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road
Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road , Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735 

December 10, 2006   4:11 AM

Representative Ted Strickland
U.S. House of Representatives
336 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Strickland,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Road
Portsmouth, OH 45662-8735

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169 , shoreline, WA 98133 

December 10, 2006   3:56 AM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169
shoreline, WA 98133

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169 , shoreline, WA 98133 

December 10, 2006   3:56 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169
shoreline, WA 98133

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169 , shoreline, WA 98133 

December 10, 2006   3:56 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169
shoreline, WA 98133

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169 , shoreline, WA 98133 

December 10, 2006   3:56 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169
shoreline, WA 98133

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169 , shoreline, WA 98133 

December 10, 2006   3:56 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169
shoreline, WA 98133

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169 , shoreline, WA 98133 

December 10, 2006   3:56 AM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Heath
571 N. 169
shoreline, WA 98133

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr , bakersfield, CA 93311 

December 10, 2006   3:47 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr
bakersfield, CA 93311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr , bakersfield, CA 93311 

December 10, 2006   3:47 AM

Representative Bill Thomas
U.S. House of Representatives
2208 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thomas,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr
bakersfield, CA 93311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr , bakersfield, CA 93311 

December 10, 2006   3:47 AM

Representative Bill Thomas
U.S. House of Representatives
2208 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thomas,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr
bakersfield, CA 93311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr , bakersfield, CA 93311 

December 10, 2006   3:47 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr
bakersfield, CA 93311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr , bakersfield, CA 93311 

December 10, 2006   3:47 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
tom shimura
4709 bluestone dr
bakersfield, CA 93311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive , Pacifica, CA 94044 

December 10, 2006   3:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive
Pacifica, CA 94044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive , Pacifica, CA 94044 

December 10, 2006   3:43 AM

Representative Tom Lantos
U.S. House of Representatives
2413 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lantos,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive
Pacifica, CA 94044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive , Pacifica, CA 94044 

December 10, 2006   3:43 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive
Pacifica, CA 94044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive , Pacifica, CA 94044 

December 10, 2006   3:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Lanehart, Jr.
308 Heathcliff Drive
Pacifica, CA 94044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michel West
23901 los rosas street apt 113, canoga park, CA 91304 

December 10, 2006   3:38 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michel West
23901 los rosas street
apt 113
canoga park, CA 91304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michel West
23901 los rosas street apt 113, canoga park, CA 91304 

December 10, 2006   3:38 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michel West
23901 los rosas street
apt 113
canoga park, CA 91304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michel West
23901 los rosas street apt 113, canoga park, CA 91304 

December 10, 2006   3:38 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michel West
23901 los rosas street
apt 113
canoga park, CA 91304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michel West
23901 los rosas street apt 113, canoga park, CA 91304 

December 10, 2006   3:38 AM

Representative Henry Waxman
U.S. House of Representatives
2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Waxman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michel West
23901 los rosas street
apt 113
canoga park, CA 91304

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas , Indio, CA 92203 

December 10, 2006   3:34 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas
Indio, CA 92203

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas , Indio, CA 92203 

December 10, 2006   3:34 AM

Representative Mary Bono
U.S. House of Representatives
405 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bono,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas
Indio, CA 92203

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas , Indio, CA 92203 

December 10, 2006   3:34 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas
Indio, CA 92203

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas , Indio, CA 92203 

December 10, 2006   3:34 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vicki L Berg
80766 Camino San Lucas
Indio, CA 92203

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission
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