
413-585-8904

John Troup
173 Hill View Rd. , Bernville, PA 19506 

December 9, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Troup
173 Hill View Rd.
Bernville, PA 19506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marita Doyle
1614 Valley St. , Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

December 9, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marita Doyle
1614 Valley St.
Fort Lee, NJ 07024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marita Doyle
1614 Valley St. , Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

December 9, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marita Doyle
1614 Valley St.
Fort Lee, NJ 07024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marita Doyle
1614 Valley St. , Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

December 9, 2006   9:39 AM

Representative Steve Rothman
U.S. House of Representatives
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rothman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marita Doyle
1614 Valley St.
Fort Lee, NJ 07024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Troup
173 Hill View Rd. , Bernville, PA 19506 

December 9, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Troup
173 Hill View Rd.
Bernville, PA 19506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Troup
173 Hill View Rd. , Bernville, PA 19506 

December 9, 2006   9:39 AM

Representative Tim Holden
U.S. House of Representatives
2417 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Troup
173 Hill View Rd.
Bernville, PA 19506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave , Loveland, CO 80537-7715 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave
Loveland, CO 80537-7715

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave , Loveland, CO 80537-7715 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave
Loveland, CO 80537-7715

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave , Loveland, CO 80537-7715 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave
Loveland, CO 80537-7715

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave , Loveland, CO 80537-7715 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
SSgt John P. Farrar, USMC, Ret.
1530 S Gilpin Ave
Loveland, CO 80537-7715

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary LaMora
po box 110 , Lyon Mt., NY 12952 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Representative John McHugh
U.S. House of Representatives
2333 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McHugh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary LaMora
po box 110
Lyon Mt., NY 12952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd. , Manor, TX 78653 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd.
Manor, TX 78653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd. , Manor, TX 78653 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd.
Manor, TX 78653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary LaMora
po box 110 , Lyon Mt., NY 12952 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary LaMora
po box 110
Lyon Mt., NY 12952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary LaMora
po box 110 , Lyon Mt., NY 12952 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary LaMora
po box 110
Lyon Mt., NY 12952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd. , Manor, TX 78653 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd.
Manor, TX 78653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary LaMora
po box 110 , Lyon Mt., NY 12952 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary LaMora
po box 110
Lyon Mt., NY 12952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd. , Manor, TX 78653 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd.
Manor, TX 78653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd. , Manor, TX 78653 

December 9, 2006   9:37 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Carpenter
19624C Blake Manor Rd.
Manor, TX 78653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place , El Cajon, CA 92020 

December 9, 2006   9:35 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place
El Cajon, CA 92020

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place , El Cajon, CA 92020 

December 9, 2006   9:35 AM

Representative Duncan Hunter
U.S. House of Representatives
2265 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hunter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place
El Cajon, CA 92020

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place , El Cajon, CA 92020 

December 9, 2006   9:35 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place
El Cajon, CA 92020

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place , El Cajon, CA 92020 

December 9, 2006   9:35 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place
El Cajon, CA 92020

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place , El Cajon, CA 92020 

December 9, 2006   9:35 AM

Representative Duncan Hunter
U.S. House of Representatives
2265 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hunter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cher Johnson
4598 Rollie Place
El Cajon, CA 92020

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road , Wheeling, WV 26003 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Alan Mollohan
U.S. House of Representatives
2302 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Mollohan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids , Franklin, KY 42134 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Ed Whitfield
U.S. House of Representatives
301 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Whitfield,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids
Franklin, KY 42134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids , Franklin, KY 42134 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Jim Bunning
U.S. Senate
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bunning,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids
Franklin, KY 42134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road , Wheeling, WV 26003 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Robert Byrd
U.S. Senate
311 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Byrd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road , Wheeling, WV 26003 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator John Rockefeller
U.S. Senate
531 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Rockefeller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids , Franklin, KY 42134 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids
Franklin, KY 42134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids , Franklin, KY 42134 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids
Franklin, KY 42134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids , Franklin, KY 42134 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Ed Whitfield
U.S. House of Representatives
301 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Whitfield,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c allen
2254 hickory flat-rapids
Franklin, KY 42134

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road , Wheeling, WV 26003 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Robert Byrd
U.S. Senate
311 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Byrd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road , Wheeling, WV 26003 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator John Rockefeller
U.S. Senate
531 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Rockefeller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road , Wheeling, WV 26003 

December 9, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Alan Mollohan
U.S. House of Representatives
2302 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Mollohan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Harshman
43 Romney Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street , Weber City, VA 24290 

December 9, 2006   9:31 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street
Weber City, VA 24290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street , Weber City, VA 24290 

December 9, 2006   9:31 AM

Representative Rick Boucher
U.S. House of Representatives
2187 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boucher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street
Weber City, VA 24290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street , Weber City, VA 24290 

December 9, 2006   9:31 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street
Weber City, VA 24290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street , Weber City, VA 24290 

December 9, 2006   9:31 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street
Weber City, VA 24290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street , Weber City, VA 24290 

December 9, 2006   9:31 AM

Representative Rick Boucher
U.S. House of Representatives
2187 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boucher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Cox
127 Tulip Poplar Street
Weber City, VA 24290

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr. , Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

December 9, 2006   9:30 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr.
Palm Harbor, FL 34684

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr. , Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

December 9, 2006   9:30 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr.
Palm Harbor, FL 34684

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr. , Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

December 9, 2006   9:30 AM

Representative Michael Bilirakis
U.S. House of Representatives
2408 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bilirakis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr.
Palm Harbor, FL 34684

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr. , Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

December 9, 2006   9:30 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr.
Palm Harbor, FL 34684

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr. , Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

December 9, 2006   9:30 AM

Representative Michael Bilirakis
U.S. House of Representatives
2408 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bilirakis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberta Seppala
3182 E. Dorchester Dr.
Palm Harbor, FL 34684

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way , New Paltz, NY 12561 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way
New Paltz, NY 12561

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way , New Paltz, NY 12561 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way
New Paltz, NY 12561

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way , New Paltz, NY 12561 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way
New Paltz, NY 12561

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road , Orlando, FL 32803- 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road
Orlando, FL 32803-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd Apt 1, Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd
Apt 1
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd Apt 1, Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd
Apt 1
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd Apt 1, Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Mike Doyle
U.S. House of Representatives
401 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Doyle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd
Apt 1
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road , Orlando, FL 32803- 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Ric Keller
U.S. House of Representatives
419 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Keller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road
Orlando, FL 32803-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road , Orlando, FL 32803- 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road
Orlando, FL 32803-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road , Orlando, FL 32803- 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road
Orlando, FL 32803-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way , New Paltz, NY 12561 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way
New Paltz, NY 12561

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way , New Paltz, NY 12561 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Wanning
6 Da Vinci Way
New Paltz, NY 12561

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd Apt 1, Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd
Apt 1
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd Apt 1, Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Mike Doyle
U.S. House of Representatives
401 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Doyle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Melissa Wimsatt
428 Ohio River Blvd
Apt 1
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road , Orlando, FL 32803- 

December 9, 2006   9:29 AM

Representative Ric Keller
U.S. House of Representatives
419 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Keller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrea Leary
4312 D Lake Underhill Road
Orlando, FL 32803-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Representative Jim Kolbe
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kolbe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R , Astoria, NY 11106 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R
Astoria, NY 11106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R , Astoria, NY 11106 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R
Astoria, NY 11106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenette Garrett
516 N Banff Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R , Astoria, NY 11106 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R
Astoria, NY 11106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R , Astoria, NY 11106 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R
Astoria, NY 11106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R , Astoria, NY 11106 

December 9, 2006   9:28 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tina Prestia
23-13 Broadway, #2R
Astoria, NY 11106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S. , Davie, FL 33328 

December 9, 2006   9:27 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S.
Davie, FL 33328

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S. , Davie, FL 33328 

December 9, 2006   9:27 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S.
Davie, FL 33328

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S. , Davie, FL 33328 

December 9, 2006   9:27 AM

Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz
U.S. House of Representatives
118 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wasserman Schultz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S.
Davie, FL 33328

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S. , Davie, FL 33328 

December 9, 2006   9:27 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Meerow
9110 Southern Orchard Rd. S.
Davie, FL 33328

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave. , Bend, OR 97701 

December 9, 2006   9:26 AM

Representative Greg Walden
U.S. House of Representatives
1210 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave.
Bend, OR 97701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave. , Bend, OR 97701 

December 9, 2006   9:26 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave.
Bend, OR 97701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave. , Bend, OR 97701 

December 9, 2006   9:26 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave.
Bend, OR 97701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave. , Bend, OR 97701 

December 9, 2006   9:26 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave.
Bend, OR 97701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave. , Bend, OR 97701 

December 9, 2006   9:26 AM

Representative Greg Walden
U.S. House of Representatives
1210 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave.
Bend, OR 97701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave. , Bend, OR 97701 

December 9, 2006   9:26 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Catherine Hanson
464 NE Revere Ave.
Bend, OR 97701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace , Hendersonville, NC 28791 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace
Hendersonville, NC 28791

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court , Snellville, GA 30039 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court
Snellville, GA 30039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court , Snellville, GA 30039 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Representative David Scott
U.S. House of Representatives
417 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Scott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court
Snellville, GA 30039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace , Hendersonville, NC 28791 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace
Hendersonville, NC 28791

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace , Hendersonville, NC 28791 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Representative Charles Taylor
U.S. House of Representatives
339 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Taylor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace
Hendersonville, NC 28791

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court , Snellville, GA 30039 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court
Snellville, GA 30039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court , Snellville, GA 30039 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Representative David Scott
U.S. House of Representatives
417 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Scott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court
Snellville, GA 30039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace , Hendersonville, NC 28791 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace
Hendersonville, NC 28791

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace , Hendersonville, NC 28791 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Knable
878 Sandburg Terrace
Hendersonville, NC 28791

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd. , Bristol, ME 04539 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd.
Bristol, ME 04539

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd. , Bristol, ME 04539 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Representative Tom Allen
U.S. House of Representatives
1127 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd.
Bristol, ME 04539

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd. , Bristol, ME 04539 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd.
Bristol, ME 04539

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court , Snellville, GA 30039 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roberto Torres
4052 Preserve Glen Court
Snellville, GA 30039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd. , Bristol, ME 04539 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd.
Bristol, ME 04539

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd. , Bristol, ME 04539 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd.
Bristol, ME 04539

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd. , Bristol, ME 04539 

December 9, 2006   9:23 AM

Representative Tom Allen
U.S. House of Representatives
1127 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Gilbert
515 Benner Rd.
Bristol, ME 04539

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cathy Uhrich
5  N. Old Creek Rd. , Palos Park, IL 60464 

December 9, 2006   9:20 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cathy Uhrich
5  N. Old Creek Rd.
Palos Park, IL 60464

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cathy Uhrich
5  N. Old Creek Rd. , Palos Park, IL 60464 

December 9, 2006   9:20 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cathy Uhrich
5  N. Old Creek Rd.
Palos Park, IL 60464

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cathy Uhrich
5  N. Old Creek Rd. , Palos Park, IL 60464 

December 9, 2006   9:20 AM

Representative Judy Biggert
U.S. House of Representatives
1317 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Biggert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cathy Uhrich
5  N. Old Creek Rd.
Palos Park, IL 60464

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark , Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark
Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive , St. Louis, MO 63119 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive
St. Louis, MO 63119

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark , Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark
Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive , St. Louis, MO 63119 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive
St. Louis, MO 63119

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive , St. Louis, MO 63119 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative Russ Carnahan
U.S. House of Representatives
1232 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Carnahan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive
St. Louis, MO 63119

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark , Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark
Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive , St. Louis, MO 63119 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive
St. Louis, MO 63119

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive , St. Louis, MO 63119 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative Russ Carnahan
U.S. House of Representatives
1232 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Carnahan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Lanter
12 Clydehurst Drive
St. Louis, MO 63119

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark , Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark
Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark , Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark
Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark , Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945 

December 9, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charly Shumate
111 North Ozark
Prairie Grove, AR 72753-2945

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd. , Bellingham, WA 98226 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313 , Canton, TX 75103-4805 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Jeb Hensarling
U.S. House of Representatives
132 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hensarling,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313
Canton, TX 75103-4805

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313 , Canton, TX 75103-4805 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313
Canton, TX 75103-4805

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd. , Bellingham, WA 98226 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313 , Canton, TX 75103-4805 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313
Canton, TX 75103-4805

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd. , Bellingham, WA 98226 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313 , Canton, TX 75103-4805 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Martin
1434 VZCR 2313
Canton, TX 75103-4805

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd. , Bellingham, WA 98226 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd. , Bellingham, WA 98226 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd. , Bellingham, WA 98226 

December 9, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth McCallum
1411 E. Smith Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE , MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE , MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE , MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Representative Tim Holden
U.S. House of Representatives
2417 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27408 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE , MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE , MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Representative Tim Holden
U.S. House of Representatives
2417 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA HARDEN
1031 OAK VIEW CIRCLE
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27408 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27408 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27408 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Representative Howard Coble
U.S. House of Representatives
2468 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Coble,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27408 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr. , Greensboro, NC 27408 

December 9, 2006   9:14 AM

Representative Howard Coble
U.S. House of Representatives
2468 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Coble,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kent Cline
1604 Quail Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo , Del Mar, CA 92014-3823 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo
Del Mar, CA 92014-3823

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo , Del Mar, CA 92014-3823 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative Brian Bilbray
U.S. House of Representatives
2350 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bilbray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo
Del Mar, CA 92014-3823

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way , Dover, DE 19904 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative Mike Castle
U.S. House of Representatives
1233 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Castle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way
Dover, DE 19904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo , Del Mar, CA 92014-3823 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo
Del Mar, CA 92014-3823

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo , Del Mar, CA 92014-3823 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative Brian Bilbray
U.S. House of Representatives
2350 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bilbray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo
Del Mar, CA 92014-3823

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Shannon
2711 W. North B St. , Tampa, FL 33609-2342 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Shannon
2711 W. North B St.
Tampa, FL 33609-2342

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way , Dover, DE 19904 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Tom Carper
U.S. Senate
513 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Carper,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way
Dover, DE 19904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo , Del Mar, CA 92014-3823 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Moss
2736 Caminito San Pablo
Del Mar, CA 92014-3823

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way , Dover, DE 19904 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Joseph Biden
U.S. Senate
201 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Biden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way
Dover, DE 19904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Shannon
2711 W. North B St. , Tampa, FL 33609-2342 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Shannon
2711 W. North B St.
Tampa, FL 33609-2342

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way , Dover, DE 19904 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Joseph Biden
U.S. Senate
201 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Biden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way
Dover, DE 19904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way , Dover, DE 19904 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Tom Carper
U.S. Senate
513 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Carper,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way
Dover, DE 19904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way , Dover, DE 19904 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative Mike Castle
U.S. House of Representatives
1233 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Castle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Nesline
4 Yarmouth Way
Dover, DE 19904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Shannon
2711 W. North B St. , Tampa, FL 33609-2342 

December 9, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Shannon
2711 W. North B St.
Tampa, FL 33609-2342

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane , Garland, TX 75044 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: BREAK, UP MA BELL AGAIN!!!

Dear Senator Cornyn,

Monopolies used to be a crime so why is The FCCC reviewing a proposed merger between 
AT&T and BellSouth? As we know this a multi-billion-dollar deal that would constitute the 
largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose 
conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane
Garland, TX 75044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin stovall
4461nw168terr , miami, FL 33055 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin stovall
4461nw168terr
miami, FL 33055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane , Garland, TX 75044 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: BREAK, UP MA BELL AGAIN!!!

Dear Senator Hutchison,

Monopolies used to be a crime so why is The FCCC reviewing a proposed merger between 
AT&T and BellSouth? As we know this a multi-billion-dollar deal that would constitute the 
largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose 
conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane
Garland, TX 75044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin stovall
4461nw168terr , miami, FL 33055 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin stovall
4461nw168terr
miami, FL 33055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane , Garland, TX 75044 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: BREAK, UP MA BELL AGAIN!!!

Dear Representative Johnson,

Monopolies used to be a crime so why is The FCCC reviewing a proposed merger between 
AT&T and BellSouth? As we know this a multi-billion-dollar deal that would constitute the 
largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose 
conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane
Garland, TX 75044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin stovall
4461nw168terr , miami, FL 33055 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin stovall
4461nw168terr
miami, FL 33055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane , Garland, TX 75044 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: BREAK, UP MA BELL AGAIN!!!

Dear Senator Hutchison,

Monopolies used to be a crime so why is The FCCC reviewing a proposed merger between 
AT&T and BellSouth? As we know this a multi-billion-dollar deal that would constitute the 
largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose 
conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane
Garland, TX 75044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane , Garland, TX 75044 

December 9, 2006   9:10 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: BREAK, UP MA BELL AGAIN!!!

Dear Representative Johnson,

Monopolies used to be a crime so why is The FCCC reviewing a proposed merger between 
AT&T and BellSouth? As we know this a multi-billion-dollar deal that would constitute the 
largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose 
conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hellen Morgan
2825 Lancer Lane
Garland, TX 75044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln. , Austin, TX 78758 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln.
Austin, TX 78758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln. , Austin, TX 78758 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln.
Austin, TX 78758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln. , Austin, TX 78758 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln.
Austin, TX 78758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive , Fairmont, MN 56031 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Representative Gil Gutknecht
U.S. House of Representatives
425 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutknecht,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive
Fairmont, MN 56031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive , Fairmont, MN 56031 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive
Fairmont, MN 56031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive , Fairmont, MN 56031 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive
Fairmont, MN 56031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive , Fairmont, MN 56031 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive
Fairmont, MN 56031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive , Fairmont, MN 56031 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Representative Gil Gutknecht
U.S. House of Representatives
425 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutknecht,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Drive
Fairmont, MN 56031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln. , Austin, TX 78758 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln.
Austin, TX 78758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln. , Austin, TX 78758 

December 9, 2006   9:09 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Schnautz
1714 Woodwind Ln.
Austin, TX 78758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001 , Philadelphia, PA 19107 

December 9, 2006   9:07 AM

Representative Robert Brady
U.S. House of Representatives
206 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brady,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001
Philadelphia, PA 19107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001 , Philadelphia, PA 19107 

December 9, 2006   9:07 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001
Philadelphia, PA 19107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001 , Philadelphia, PA 19107 

December 9, 2006   9:07 AM

Representative Robert Brady
U.S. House of Representatives
206 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brady,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001
Philadelphia, PA 19107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001 , Philadelphia, PA 19107 

December 9, 2006   9:07 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001
Philadelphia, PA 19107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001 , Philadelphia, PA 19107 

December 9, 2006   9:07 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
lloyd Curt mangel III
1326 Spruce St Apt 1001
Philadelphia, PA 19107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52 , Greenwich, NY 12834-2717 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52
Greenwich, NY 12834-2717

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52 , Greenwich, NY 12834-2717 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Representative John Sweeney
U.S. House of Representatives
416 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sweeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52
Greenwich, NY 12834-2717

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52 , Greenwich, NY 12834-2717 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52
Greenwich, NY 12834-2717

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52 , Greenwich, NY 12834-2717 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Kazen
700 County Route 52
Greenwich, NY 12834-2717

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue , Miami, FL 33165-3040 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue
Miami, FL 33165-3040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue , Miami, FL 33165-3040 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
U.S. House of Representatives
2160 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue
Miami, FL 33165-3040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue , Miami, FL 33165-3040 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue
Miami, FL 33165-3040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr. , Allen, TX 75002 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr.
Allen, TX 75002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr. , Allen, TX 75002 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr.
Allen, TX 75002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr. , Allen, TX 75002 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr.
Allen, TX 75002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue , Miami, FL 33165-3040 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Coky Michel
3125 SW 96th Avenue
Miami, FL 33165-3040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr. , Allen, TX 75002 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr.
Allen, TX 75002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr. , Allen, TX 75002 

December 9, 2006   9:05 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Martinez
707 Deep Well Dr.
Allen, TX 75002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue , Wilmette, IL 60091 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Representative Jan Schakowsky
U.S. House of Representatives
1027 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schakowsky,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue , Wilmette, IL 60091 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street #4W, New York, NY 10024 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street
#4W
New York, NY 10024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street #4W, New York, NY 10024 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street
#4W
New York, NY 10024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue , Wilmette, IL 60091 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street #4W, New York, NY 10024 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Representative Jerrold Nadler
U.S. House of Representatives
2334 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Nadler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street
#4W
New York, NY 10024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue , Wilmette, IL 60091 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Representative Jan Schakowsky
U.S. House of Representatives
1027 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schakowsky,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Slater
324 Prairie Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street #4W, New York, NY 10024 

December 9, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Pavlovich
210 West 85th Street
#4W
New York, NY 10024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative Rick Renzi
U.S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Renzi,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood , Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood , Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative John Dingell
U.S. House of Representatives
2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Dingell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood , Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative Rick Renzi
U.S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Renzi,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Lagorio
1646 S Cactus Wren Rd
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood , Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood , Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

December 9, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative John Dingell
U.S. House of Representatives
2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Dingell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Shefman
3140 Lakewood
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue Apartment 5, Arlington, MA 02476 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative Ed Markey
U.S. House of Representatives
2108 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Markey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue
Apartment 5
Arlington, MA 02476

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop , Detroit, MI 48228 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop
Detroit, MI 48228

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue Apartment 5, Arlington, MA 02476 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue
Apartment 5
Arlington, MA 02476

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue Apartment 5, Arlington, MA 02476 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue
Apartment 5
Arlington, MA 02476

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue Apartment 5, Arlington, MA 02476 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue
Apartment 5
Arlington, MA 02476

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue Apartment 5, Arlington, MA 02476 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative Ed Markey
U.S. House of Representatives
2108 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Markey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Garrepy
1003 Massachusetts Avenue
Apartment 5
Arlington, MA 02476

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop , Detroit, MI 48228 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop
Detroit, MI 48228

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop , Detroit, MI 48228 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative John Conyers
U.S. House of Representatives
2426 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Conyers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop
Detroit, MI 48228

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop , Detroit, MI 48228 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop
Detroit, MI 48228

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop , Detroit, MI 48228 

December 9, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative John Conyers
U.S. House of Representatives
2426 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Conyers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Broda
6871 Winthrop
Detroit, MI 48228

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

frances goodman
5 oriole drive , woodstock, NY 12498 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
frances goodman
5 oriole drive
woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

frances goodman
5 oriole drive , woodstock, NY 12498 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
frances goodman
5 oriole drive
woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Elgie
409 Linn St , Ithaca, NY 14850-3738 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Elgie
409 Linn St
Ithaca, NY 14850-3738

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Elgie
409 Linn St , Ithaca, NY 14850-3738 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Elgie
409 Linn St
Ithaca, NY 14850-3738

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street , new york, NY 10009 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

 If greed is good, then  grand larcency is better! Please do not let this lame-duck session put us 
all under water!
    The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street
new york, NY 10009

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street , new york, NY 10009 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

 If greed is good, then  grand larcency is better! Please do not let this lame-duck session put us 
all under water!
    The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street
new york, NY 10009

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

frances goodman
5 oriole drive , woodstock, NY 12498 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
frances goodman
5 oriole drive
woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street , new york, NY 10009 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

 If greed is good, then  grand larcency is better! Please do not let this lame-duck session put us 
all under water!
    The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street
new york, NY 10009

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

frances goodman
5 oriole drive , woodstock, NY 12498 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
frances goodman
5 oriole drive
woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd , Sanford, MI 48657 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Keith Becker
3997 N West River Rd
Sanford, MI 48657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

frances goodman
5 oriole drive , woodstock, NY 12498 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
frances goodman
5 oriole drive
woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rebecca Elgie
409 Linn St , Ithaca, NY 14850-3738 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Elgie
409 Linn St
Ithaca, NY 14850-3738

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street , new york, NY 10009 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

 If greed is good, then  grand larcency is better! Please do not let this lame-duck session put us 
all under water!
    The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street
new york, NY 10009

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street , new york, NY 10009 

December 9, 2006   8:59 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

 If greed is good, then  grand larcency is better! Please do not let this lame-duck session put us 
all under water!
    The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
rachel de aragon
176 east 3rd street
new york, NY 10009

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct. , Juneau, WI 53039 

December 9, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct.
Juneau, WI 53039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct. , Juneau, WI 53039 

December 9, 2006   8:58 AM

Representative Tom Petri
U.S. House of Representatives
2462 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Petri,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct.
Juneau, WI 53039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct. , Juneau, WI 53039 

December 9, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct.
Juneau, WI 53039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct. , Juneau, WI 53039 

December 9, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct.
Juneau, WI 53039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct. , Juneau, WI 53039 

December 9, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct.
Juneau, WI 53039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct. , Juneau, WI 53039 

December 9, 2006   8:58 AM

Representative Tom Petri
U.S. House of Representatives
2462 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Petri,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Schmidt
N5137 Butternut Ct.
Juneau, WI 53039

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road , Vista, CA 92081 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

As a registered voter, veteran, taxpayer and parent, I insist you exhibit the highest ethical 
standards and recuse any and all individuals from having influence or voting on 
telecomunication deals merger deals where they have had an interest or employment.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road
Vista, CA 92081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E , McKenzie, TN 38201 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Representative John Tanner
U.S. House of Representatives
1226 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tanner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E
McKenzie, TN 38201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road , Vista, CA 92081 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

As a registered voter, veteran, taxpayer and parent, I insist you exhibit the highest ethical 
standards and recuse any and all individuals from having influence or voting on 
telecomunication deals merger deals where they have had an interest or employment.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road
Vista, CA 92081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E , McKenzie, TN 38201 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E
McKenzie, TN 38201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E , McKenzie, TN 38201 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E
McKenzie, TN 38201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E , McKenzie, TN 38201 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E
McKenzie, TN 38201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E , McKenzie, TN 38201 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E
McKenzie, TN 38201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E , McKenzie, TN 38201 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Representative John Tanner
U.S. House of Representatives
1226 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tanner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Cooper
148 Magnolia Ave E
McKenzie, TN 38201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road , Vista, CA 92081 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Representative Darrell Issa
U.S. House of Representatives
211 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Issa,

As a registered voter, veteran, taxpayer and parent, I insist you exhibit the highest ethical 
standards and recuse any and all individuals from having influence or voting on 
telecomunication deals merger deals where they have had an interest or employment.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road
Vista, CA 92081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road , Vista, CA 92081 

December 9, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject:  FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

As a registered voter, veteran, taxpayer and parent, I insist you exhibit the highest ethical 
standards and recuse any and all individuals from having influence or voting on 
telecomunication deals merger deals where they have had an interest or employment.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Quigley
1966 Pinewood Road
Vista, CA 92081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr , Rogers, AR 72758 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr
Rogers, AR 72758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr , Rogers, AR 72758 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr
Rogers, AR 72758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr , Rogers, AR 72758 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr
Rogers, AR 72758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr , Rogers, AR 72758 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr
Rogers, AR 72758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr , Rogers, AR 72758 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr
Rogers, AR 72758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr , Rogers, AR 72758 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
carol loew
1400 Hardwood dr
Rogers, AR 72758

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd. , auburn, NY 13021 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

As a concerned taxpayer and citizen of this great country I sincerely ask for your attention in 
this very serious matter: 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd.
auburn, NY 13021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

allison glancey
137 chalet drive , pittsburgh, PA 15221-3662 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
allison glancey
137 chalet drive
pittsburgh, PA 15221-3662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

allison glancey
137 chalet drive , pittsburgh, PA 15221-3662 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
allison glancey
137 chalet drive
pittsburgh, PA 15221-3662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd. , auburn, NY 13021 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

As a concerned taxpayer and citizen of this great country I sincerely ask for your attention in 
this very serious matter: 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd.
auburn, NY 13021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd. , auburn, NY 13021 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Representative Sherwood Boehlert
U.S. House of Representatives
2246 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boehlert,

As a concerned taxpayer and citizen of this great country I sincerely ask for your attention in 
this very serious matter: 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd.
auburn, NY 13021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd. , auburn, NY 13021 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

As a concerned taxpayer and citizen of this great country I sincerely ask for your attention in 
this very serious matter: 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd.
auburn, NY 13021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd. , auburn, NY 13021 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Representative Sherwood Boehlert
U.S. House of Representatives
2246 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boehlert,

As a concerned taxpayer and citizen of this great country I sincerely ask for your attention in 
this very serious matter: 

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
anthony hart
4357 rockefeller rd.
auburn, NY 13021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

allison glancey
137 chalet drive , pittsburgh, PA 15221-3662 

December 9, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
allison glancey
137 chalet drive
pittsburgh, PA 15221-3662

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd. , Barker, NY 14012 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd.
Barker, NY 14012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd. , Barker, NY 14012 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Representative Louise Slaughter
U.S. House of Representatives
2469 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Slaughter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd.
Barker, NY 14012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road , Durham, CT 06422 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road
Durham, CT 06422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rpn and Mary Trimmer
106 Lenox Ave. , Mitchell, IL 62040-2729 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rpn and Mary Trimmer
106 Lenox Ave.
Mitchell, IL 62040-2729

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road , Durham, CT 06422 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road
Durham, CT 06422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road , Durham, CT 06422 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Representative Rob Simmons
U.S. House of Representatives
215 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Simmons,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road
Durham, CT 06422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road , Durham, CT 06422 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alison Moski
124 Higganum Road
Durham, CT 06422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rpn and Mary Trimmer
106 Lenox Ave. , Mitchell, IL 62040-2729 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rpn and Mary Trimmer
106 Lenox Ave.
Mitchell, IL 62040-2729

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd. , Barker, NY 14012 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd.
Barker, NY 14012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd. , Barker, NY 14012 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd.
Barker, NY 14012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd. , Barker, NY 14012 

December 9, 2006   8:50 AM

Representative Louise Slaughter
U.S. House of Representatives
2469 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Slaughter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jo Ann Greenwald
1705 Quaker Rd.
Barker, NY 14012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave. , Elmira Heights, NY 14903 

December 9, 2006   8:48 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave.
Elmira Heights, NY 14903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave. , Elmira Heights, NY 14903 

December 9, 2006   8:48 AM

Representative John Kuhl
U.S. House of Representatives
1505 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kuhl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave.
Elmira Heights, NY 14903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave. , Elmira Heights, NY 14903 

December 9, 2006   8:48 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave.
Elmira Heights, NY 14903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave. , Elmira Heights, NY 14903 

December 9, 2006   8:48 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Dolph
114 Oakwood Ave.
Elmira Heights, NY 14903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd , afton, NY 13730-2137 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd
afton, NY 13730-2137

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd , afton, NY 13730-2137 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Representative Sherwood Boehlert
U.S. House of Representatives
2246 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boehlert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd
afton, NY 13730-2137

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd , afton, NY 13730-2137 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd
afton, NY 13730-2137

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd , afton, NY 13730-2137 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Representative Sherwood Boehlert
U.S. House of Representatives
2246 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boehlert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd
afton, NY 13730-2137

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road , Sullivan, ME 04664 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Representative Mike Michaud
U.S. House of Representatives
437 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Michaud,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road
Sullivan, ME 04664

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road , Sullivan, ME 04664 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road
Sullivan, ME 04664

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd , afton, NY 13730-2137 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
stephen capizzi
387 oak hill rd
afton, NY 13730-2137

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road , Sullivan, ME 04664 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road
Sullivan, ME 04664

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road , Sullivan, ME 04664 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road
Sullivan, ME 04664

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road , Sullivan, ME 04664 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road
Sullivan, ME 04664

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road , Sullivan, ME 04664 

December 9, 2006   8:47 AM

Representative Mike Michaud
U.S. House of Representatives
437 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Michaud,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sherrie Downing
268 Punkinville Road
Sullivan, ME 04664

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555 , Middleburg, VA 20118 

December 9, 2006   8:45 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555
Middleburg, VA 20118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555 , Middleburg, VA 20118 

December 9, 2006   8:45 AM

Representative Frank Wolf
U.S. House of Representatives
241 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wolf,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555
Middleburg, VA 20118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555 , Middleburg, VA 20118 

December 9, 2006   8:45 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555
Middleburg, VA 20118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555 , Middleburg, VA 20118 

December 9, 2006   8:45 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555
Middleburg, VA 20118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555 , Middleburg, VA 20118 

December 9, 2006   8:45 AM

Representative Frank Wolf
U.S. House of Representatives
241 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wolf,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jenae Neiderhiser
P.O. Box 555
Middleburg, VA 20118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD. , FORT WAYNE, IN 46809 

December 9, 2006   8:44 AM

Representative Mark Souder
U.S. House of Representatives
2231 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Souder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD.
FORT WAYNE, IN 46809

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD. , FORT WAYNE, IN 46809 

December 9, 2006   8:44 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD.
FORT WAYNE, IN 46809

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD. , FORT WAYNE, IN 46809 

December 9, 2006   8:44 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD.
FORT WAYNE, IN 46809

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD. , FORT WAYNE, IN 46809 

December 9, 2006   8:44 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD.
FORT WAYNE, IN 46809

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD. , FORT WAYNE, IN 46809 

December 9, 2006   8:44 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD.
FORT WAYNE, IN 46809

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD. , FORT WAYNE, IN 46809 

December 9, 2006   8:44 AM

Representative Mark Souder
U.S. House of Representatives
2231 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Souder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ANIKO DROEGMYER
8600 LOWER HUNTINGTON RD.
FORT WAYNE, IN 46809

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave. , Burbank, CA 91501 

December 9, 2006   8:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave.
Burbank, CA 91501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave. , Burbank, CA 91501 

December 9, 2006   8:43 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave.
Burbank, CA 91501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave. , Burbank, CA 91501 

December 9, 2006   8:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave.
Burbank, CA 91501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave. , Burbank, CA 91501 

December 9, 2006   8:43 AM

Representative Adam Schiff
U.S. House of Representatives
326 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schiff,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Braus
1235 E. Elmwood Ave.
Burbank, CA 91501

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St , Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

I am FURIOUS to continue experiencing violations of the trust I repose in governing and 
regulating bodies by yet another horrendous violation of that trust.  Act now to correct the 
problem and restore my confidence in, and my vote for, you.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St
Selinsgrove, PA 17870

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave. , Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Representative Steve Rothman
U.S. House of Representatives
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rothman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave.
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave. , Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave.
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St , Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

I am FURIOUS to continue experiencing violations of the trust I repose in governing and 
regulating bodies by yet another horrendous violation of that trust.  Act now to correct the 
problem and restore my confidence in, and my vote for, you.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St
Selinsgrove, PA 17870

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St , Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Representative Don Sherwood
U.S. House of Representatives
1131 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherwood,

I am FURIOUS to continue experiencing violations of the trust I repose in governing and 
regulating bodies by yet another horrendous violation of that trust.  Act now to correct the 
problem and restore my confidence in, and my vote for, you.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St
Selinsgrove, PA 17870

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St , Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

I am FURIOUS to continue experiencing violations of the trust I repose in governing and 
regulating bodies by yet another horrendous violation of that trust.  Act now to correct the 
problem and restore my confidence in, and my vote for, you.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rinck
610 N 8th St
Selinsgrove, PA 17870

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street , New York, NY 10036 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street
New York, NY 10036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street , New York, NY 10036 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Representative Jerrold Nadler
U.S. House of Representatives
2334 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Nadler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street
New York, NY 10036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave. , Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave.
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street , New York, NY 10036 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street
New York, NY 10036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave. , Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave.
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave. , Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave.
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave. , Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Representative Steve Rothman
U.S. House of Representatives
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rothman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Guida
335 Grant Ave.
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street , New York, NY 10036 

December 9, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Francine Tyler
419 W. 48th Street
New York, NY 10036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd , Buckfield, ME 04220 

December 9, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd
Buckfield, ME 04220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd , Buckfield, ME 04220 

December 9, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd
Buckfield, ME 04220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd , Buckfield, ME 04220 

December 9, 2006   8:41 AM

Representative Mike Michaud
U.S. House of Representatives
437 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Michaud,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd
Buckfield, ME 04220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd , Buckfield, ME 04220 

December 9, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd
Buckfield, ME 04220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd , Buckfield, ME 04220 

December 9, 2006   8:41 AM

Representative Mike Michaud
U.S. House of Representatives
437 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Michaud,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd
Buckfield, ME 04220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd , Buckfield, ME 04220 

December 9, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Lovejoy
85 South Whitman School Rd
Buckfield, ME 04220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2 , Boston, MA 02116 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2
Boston, MA 02116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street , Brooklyn, NY 11238 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Edolphus Towns
U.S. House of Representatives
2232 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Towns,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street , Brooklyn, NY 11238 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2 , Boston, MA 02116 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Michael Capuano
U.S. House of Representatives
1530 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Capuano,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2
Boston, MA 02116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street , Brooklyn, NY 11238 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2 , Boston, MA 02116 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2
Boston, MA 02116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2 , Boston, MA 02116 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2
Boston, MA 02116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2 , Boston, MA 02116 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Michael Capuano
U.S. House of Representatives
1530 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Capuano,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt Underwood
249 Commonwealth Avenue, #2
Boston, MA 02116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street , Brooklyn, NY 11238 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street , Brooklyn, NY 11238 

December 9, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Edolphus Towns
U.S. House of Representatives
2232 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Towns,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roderic Suter
298 Cumberland Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   8:37 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   8:37 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   8:37 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   8:37 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   8:37 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dolores Price
870 Washington Avenue
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue , New Milford, NJ 07646 

December 9, 2006   8:34 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue
New Milford, NJ 07646

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue , New Milford, NJ 07646 

December 9, 2006   8:34 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue
New Milford, NJ 07646

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue , New Milford, NJ 07646 

December 9, 2006   8:34 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue
New Milford, NJ 07646

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue , New Milford, NJ 07646 

December 9, 2006   8:34 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue
New Milford, NJ 07646

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue , New Milford, NJ 07646 

December 9, 2006   8:34 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue
New Milford, NJ 07646

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue , New Milford, NJ 07646 

December 9, 2006   8:34 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue
New Milford, NJ 07646

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882 , Lakebay, WA 98349-0882 

December 9, 2006   8:33 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882
Lakebay, WA 98349-0882

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882 , Lakebay, WA 98349-0882 

December 9, 2006   8:33 AM

Representative Norm Dicks
U.S. House of Representatives
2467 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Dicks,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882
Lakebay, WA 98349-0882

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882 , Lakebay, WA 98349-0882 

December 9, 2006   8:33 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882
Lakebay, WA 98349-0882

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882 , Lakebay, WA 98349-0882 

December 9, 2006   8:33 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882
Lakebay, WA 98349-0882

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882 , Lakebay, WA 98349-0882 

December 9, 2006   8:33 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Arlene Johnson
P. O. Box 882
Lakebay, WA 98349-0882

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave D - 68, LA, CA 91303 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave
D - 68
LA, CA 91303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road , Westminster, MA 01473 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road
Westminster, MA 01473

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road , Westminster, MA 01473 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative John Olver
U.S. House of Representatives
1111 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Olver,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road
Westminster, MA 01473

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave D - 68, LA, CA 91303 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave
D - 68
LA, CA 91303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road , Westminster, MA 01473 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road
Westminster, MA 01473

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road , Westminster, MA 01473 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road
Westminster, MA 01473

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road , Westminster, MA 01473 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative John Olver
U.S. House of Representatives
1111 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Olver,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beves
26 Barthrick Road
Westminster, MA 01473

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave D - 68, LA, CA 91303 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave
D - 68
LA, CA 91303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave D - 68, LA, CA 91303 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave
D - 68
LA, CA 91303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave D - 68, LA, CA 91303 

December 9, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Holly Harter
7210 Jordan Ave
D - 68
LA, CA 91303

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road , LOUISVILLE, KY 40272 

December 9, 2006   8:31 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road
LOUISVILLE, KY 40272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road , LOUISVILLE, KY 40272 

December 9, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Jim Bunning
U.S. Senate
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bunning,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road
LOUISVILLE, KY 40272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road , LOUISVILLE, KY 40272 

December 9, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road
LOUISVILLE, KY 40272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road , LOUISVILLE, KY 40272 

December 9, 2006   8:31 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road
LOUISVILLE, KY 40272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road , LOUISVILLE, KY 40272 

December 9, 2006   8:31 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Samuels
10415 Grafton Hall Road
LOUISVILLE, KY 40272

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street , Kingston, NY 12401 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street
Kingston, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE , Hickory, NC 28602 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Representative Patrick McHenry
U. S.House of Representatives
224 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McHenry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Net Neutrality is vital to protecting small online companies and the jobs they provide. Don't let 
the internet become a morass of monopolistic corporations.

Sincerely,
William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE
Hickory, NC 28602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE , Hickory, NC 28602 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Net Neutrality is vital to protecting small online companies and the jobs they provide. Don't let 
the internet become a morass of monopolistic corporations.

Sincerely,
William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE
Hickory, NC 28602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE , Hickory, NC 28602 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Net Neutrality is vital to protecting small online companies and the jobs they provide. Don't let 
the internet become a morass of monopolistic corporations.

Sincerely,
William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE
Hickory, NC 28602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street , Kingston, NY 12401 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street
Kingston, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street , Kingston, NY 12401 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street
Kingston, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street , Kingston, NY 12401 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street
Kingston, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street , Kingston, NY 12401 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Rosenthal
273 West Chestnut Street
Kingston, NY 12401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE , Hickory, NC 28602 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Net Neutrality is vital to protecting small online companies and the jobs they provide. Don't let 
the internet become a morass of monopolistic corporations.

Sincerely,
William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE
Hickory, NC 28602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE , Hickory, NC 28602 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Net Neutrality is vital to protecting small online companies and the jobs they provide. Don't let 
the internet become a morass of monopolistic corporations.

Sincerely,
William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE
Hickory, NC 28602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE , Hickory, NC 28602 

December 9, 2006   8:30 AM

Representative Patrick McHenry
U. S.House of Representatives
224 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McHenry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Net Neutrality is vital to protecting small online companies and the jobs they provide. Don't let 
the internet become a morass of monopolistic corporations.

Sincerely,
William Travis
1533 Old Farm Dr SE
Hickory, NC 28602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st , Deerfield, FL 33442 

December 9, 2006   8:28 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st
Deerfield, FL 33442

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st , Deerfield, FL 33442 

December 9, 2006   8:28 AM

Representative Robert Wexler
U.S. House of Representatives
213 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wexler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st
Deerfield, FL 33442

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st , Deerfield, FL 33442 

December 9, 2006   8:28 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st
Deerfield, FL 33442

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st , Deerfield, FL 33442 

December 9, 2006   8:28 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tammy Lettieri
2500 sw 15 st
Deerfield, FL 33442

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55 Old New Salem Rd., Petersham,, MA 01366 

December 9, 2006   8:27 AM

Representative John Olver
U.S. House of Representatives
1111 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Olver,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55
Old New Salem Rd.
Petersham,, MA 01366

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55 Old New Salem Rd., Petersham,, MA 01366 

December 9, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55
Old New Salem Rd.
Petersham,, MA 01366

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55 Old New Salem Rd., Petersham,, MA 01366 

December 9, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55
Old New Salem Rd.
Petersham,, MA 01366

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55 Old New Salem Rd., Petersham,, MA 01366 

December 9, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55
Old New Salem Rd.
Petersham,, MA 01366

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55 Old New Salem Rd., Petersham,, MA 01366 

December 9, 2006   8:27 AM

Representative John Olver
U.S. House of Representatives
1111 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Olver,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Fifi Scoufopoulos
P.O.Box 55
Old New Salem Rd.
Petersham,, MA 01366

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A , Johnson Creek, WI 53038 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A
Johnson Creek, WI 53038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way , Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way , Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres , Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A , Johnson Creek, WI 53038 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A
Johnson Creek, WI 53038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way , Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Representative Rodney Frelinghuysen
U.S. House of Representatives
2442 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Frelinghuysen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A , Johnson Creek, WI 53038 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Representative Tammy Baldwin
U.S. House of Representatives
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baldwin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A
Johnson Creek, WI 53038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way , Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way , Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Christian
13 Queenberry Way
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920-3829

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A , Johnson Creek, WI 53038 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A
Johnson Creek, WI 53038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A , Johnson Creek, WI 53038 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Frey
N7451 Hwy A
Johnson Creek, WI 53038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres , Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres , Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Representative Sue Kelly
U.S. House of Representatives
2182 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kelly,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres , Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres , Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

December 9, 2006   8:26 AM

Representative Sue Kelly
U.S. House of Representatives
2182 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kelly,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karin Standifer
4N 4th St., Quarry Acres
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Land
46 Lloyd Avenue Mt Albert, Auckland, CA 1025 New Zealand

December 9, 2006   8:23 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Land
46 Lloyd Avenue
Mt Albert
Auckland, CA 1025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Land
46 Lloyd Avenue Mt Albert, Auckland, CA 1025 New Zealand

December 9, 2006   8:23 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Land
46 Lloyd Avenue
Mt Albert
Auckland, CA 1025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Land
46 Lloyd Avenue Mt Albert, Auckland, CA 1025 New Zealand

December 9, 2006   8:23 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Land
46 Lloyd Avenue
Mt Albert
Auckland, CA 1025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale , St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

December 9, 2006   8:22 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale , St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

December 9, 2006   8:22 AM

Representative Sandy Levin
U.S. House of Representatives
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale , St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

December 9, 2006   8:22 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale , St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

December 9, 2006   8:22 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale , St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

December 9, 2006   8:22 AM

Representative Sandy Levin
U.S. House of Representatives
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Timothy Briere
20922 Sunnydale
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan , Chicago, IL 60657 

December 9, 2006   8:20 AM

Representative Rahm Emanuel
U.S. House of Representatives
1319 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Emanuel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan
Chicago, IL 60657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan , Chicago, IL 60657 

December 9, 2006   8:20 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan
Chicago, IL 60657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan , Chicago, IL 60657 

December 9, 2006   8:20 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan
Chicago, IL 60657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan , Chicago, IL 60657 

December 9, 2006   8:20 AM

Representative Rahm Emanuel
U.S. House of Representatives
1319 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Emanuel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ana Gil
3110 N. Sheridan
Chicago, IL 60657

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave , northridge, CA 91325 

December 9, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave
northridge, CA 91325

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave , northridge, CA 91325 

December 9, 2006   8:17 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave
northridge, CA 91325

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave , northridge, CA 91325 

December 9, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave
northridge, CA 91325

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave , northridge, CA 91325 

December 9, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave
northridge, CA 91325

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave , northridge, CA 91325 

December 9, 2006   8:17 AM

Representative Brad Sherman
U.S. House of Representatives
1030 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Teltser
8624 Louise Ave
northridge, CA 91325

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ray DiZefalo
109 LaCosta St. #508, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951-3479 

December 9, 2006   8:16 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ray DiZefalo
109 LaCosta St.
#508
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951-3479

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ray DiZefalo
109 LaCosta St. #508, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951-3479 

December 9, 2006   8:16 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ray DiZefalo
109 LaCosta St.
#508
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951-3479

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ray DiZefalo
109 LaCosta St. #508, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951-3479 

December 9, 2006   8:16 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ray DiZefalo
109 LaCosta St.
#508
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951-3479

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av. FL-1, Garfield, NJ 07026 

December 9, 2006   8:15 AM

Representative Steve Rothman
U.S. House of Representatives
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rothman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av.
FL-1
Garfield, NJ 07026

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av. FL-1, Garfield, NJ 07026 

December 9, 2006   8:15 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av.
FL-1
Garfield, NJ 07026

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av. FL-1, Garfield, NJ 07026 

December 9, 2006   8:15 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av.
FL-1
Garfield, NJ 07026

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av. FL-1, Garfield, NJ 07026 

December 9, 2006   8:15 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av.
FL-1
Garfield, NJ 07026

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av. FL-1, Garfield, NJ 07026 

December 9, 2006   8:15 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av.
FL-1
Garfield, NJ 07026

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av. FL-1, Garfield, NJ 07026 

December 9, 2006   8:15 AM

Representative Steve Rothman
U.S. House of Representatives
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rothman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andre Spitzer
160 Pierre Av.
FL-1
Garfield, NJ 07026

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811 , Mimbres, NM 88049 

December 9, 2006   8:10 AM

Senator Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bingaman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811
Mimbres, NM 88049

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811 , Mimbres, NM 88049 

December 9, 2006   8:10 AM

Senator Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Domenici,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811
Mimbres, NM 88049

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811 , Mimbres, NM 88049 

December 9, 2006   8:10 AM

Senator Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bingaman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811
Mimbres, NM 88049

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811 , Mimbres, NM 88049 

December 9, 2006   8:10 AM

Senator Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Domenici,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Doug Fine
HC 68 Box 811
Mimbres, NM 88049

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street , New Bedford, MA 02745 

December 9, 2006   8:06 AM

Representative Barney Frank
U.S. House of Representatives
2252 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Frank,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street
New Bedford, MA 02745

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street , New Bedford, MA 02745 

December 9, 2006   8:06 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street
New Bedford, MA 02745

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street , New Bedford, MA 02745 

December 9, 2006   8:06 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street
New Bedford, MA 02745

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street , New Bedford, MA 02745 

December 9, 2006   8:06 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street
New Bedford, MA 02745

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street , New Bedford, MA 02745 

December 9, 2006   8:06 AM

Representative Barney Frank
U.S. House of Representatives
2252 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Frank,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dennis DeMarinis
1149 Victoria Street
New Bedford, MA 02745

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14 , Yakima, WA 98901 

December 9, 2006   8:04 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14
Yakima, WA 98901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14 , Yakima, WA 98901 

December 9, 2006   8:04 AM

Representative Doc Hastings
U.S. House of Representatives
1323 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hastings,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14
Yakima, WA 98901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14 , Yakima, WA 98901 

December 9, 2006   8:04 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14
Yakima, WA 98901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14 , Yakima, WA 98901 

December 9, 2006   8:04 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14
Yakima, WA 98901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14 , Yakima, WA 98901 

December 9, 2006   8:04 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joe Trudeau
216 s.Naches Ave. Apt. 14
Yakima, WA 98901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St. , Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387 

December 9, 2006   8:03 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St.
Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St. , Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387 

December 9, 2006   8:03 AM

Representative David Hobson
U.S. House of Representatives
2346 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hobson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St.
Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St. , Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387 

December 9, 2006   8:03 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St.
Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St. , Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387 

December 9, 2006   8:03 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St.
Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St. , Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387 

December 9, 2006   8:03 AM

Representative David Hobson
U.S. House of Representatives
2346 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hobson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Mohler
124 1/2 E. Limestone St.
Yellow Springs, ohio, OH 45387

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Vangsness
2025 East Fulton St. , Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3895 

December 9, 2006   8:02 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Vangsness
2025 East Fulton St.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3895

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Vangsness
2025 East Fulton St. , Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3895 

December 9, 2006   8:02 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Vangsness
2025 East Fulton St.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3895

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marjorie Vangsness
2025 East Fulton St. , Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3895 

December 9, 2006   8:02 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Vangsness
2025 East Fulton St.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3895

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Davis
PO Box 387 , Orleans, MA 02653 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Representative Bill Delahunt
U.S. House of Representatives
2454 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Delahunt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Davis
PO Box 387
Orleans, MA 02653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Davis
PO Box 387 , Orleans, MA 02653 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Davis
PO Box 387
Orleans, MA 02653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Davis
PO Box 387 , Orleans, MA 02653 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Davis
PO Box 387
Orleans, MA 02653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Davis
PO Box 387 , Orleans, MA 02653 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Davis
PO Box 387
Orleans, MA 02653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Davis
PO Box 387 , Orleans, MA 02653 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Representative Bill Delahunt
U.S. House of Representatives
2454 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Delahunt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Davis
PO Box 387
Orleans, MA 02653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane , Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane
Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane , Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane
Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane , Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane
Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street , New York, NY 10128 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street
New York, NY 10128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane , Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane
Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane , Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Veale
30 Krier Lane
Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street , New York, NY 10128 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street
New York, NY 10128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street , New York, NY 10128 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street
New York, NY 10128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street , New York, NY 10128 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street
New York, NY 10128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street , New York, NY 10128 

December 9, 2006   8:01 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Picard
111 East 88th Street
New York, NY 10128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alex Mage
428 w. washington st apt 3, hagerstown, MD 21740 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Representative Roscoe Bartlett
U.S. House of Representatives
2412 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bartlett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alex Mage
428 w. washington st
apt 3
hagerstown, MD 21740

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alex Mage
428 w. washington st apt 3, hagerstown, MD 21740 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alex Mage
428 w. washington st
apt 3
hagerstown, MD 21740

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alex Mage
428 w. washington st apt 3, hagerstown, MD 21740 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alex Mage
428 w. washington st
apt 3
hagerstown, MD 21740

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alex Mage
428 w. washington st apt 3, hagerstown, MD 21740 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alex Mage
428 w. washington st
apt 3
hagerstown, MD 21740

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alex Mage
428 w. washington st apt 3, hagerstown, MD 21740 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alex Mage
428 w. washington st
apt 3
hagerstown, MD 21740

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alex Mage
428 w. washington st apt 3, hagerstown, MD 21740 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Representative Roscoe Bartlett
U.S. House of Representatives
2412 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bartlett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alex Mage
428 w. washington st
apt 3
hagerstown, MD 21740

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:59 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:58 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:58 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:58 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:58 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:58 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Valentine
901 Peachtree Forest Terrace
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:57 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392 , Hillsborough, NC 27278 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392
Hillsborough, NC 27278

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392 , Hillsborough, NC 27278 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Representative David Price
U.S. House of Representatives
2162 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392
Hillsborough, NC 27278

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392 , Hillsborough, NC 27278 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392
Hillsborough, NC 27278

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way , Norcross, GA 30092 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laina Valentine
4900 Bankside Way
Norcross, GA 30092

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392 , Hillsborough, NC 27278 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392
Hillsborough, NC 27278

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392 , Hillsborough, NC 27278 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Representative David Price
U.S. House of Representatives
2162 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392
Hillsborough, NC 27278

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392 , Hillsborough, NC 27278 

December 9, 2006   7:56 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sarah Janssen
PO Box 392
Hillsborough, NC 27278

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin barber
375 west shore drive , carmel, NY 10512 

December 9, 2006   7:47 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin barber
375 west shore drive
carmel, NY 10512

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin barber
375 west shore drive , carmel, NY 10512 

December 9, 2006   7:47 AM

Representative Sue Kelly
U.S. House of Representatives
2182 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kelly,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin barber
375 west shore drive
carmel, NY 10512

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin barber
375 west shore drive , carmel, NY 10512 

December 9, 2006   7:47 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin barber
375 west shore drive
carmel, NY 10512

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin barber
375 west shore drive , carmel, NY 10512 

December 9, 2006   7:47 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin barber
375 west shore drive
carmel, NY 10512

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kevin barber
375 west shore drive , carmel, NY 10512 

December 9, 2006   7:47 AM

Representative Sue Kelly
U.S. House of Representatives
2182 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kelly,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kevin barber
375 west shore drive
carmel, NY 10512

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kit Robison
PO Box 339 , Jeffersonville, NY 12748 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kit Robison
PO Box 339
Jeffersonville, NY 12748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kit Robison
PO Box 339 , Jeffersonville, NY 12748 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kit Robison
PO Box 339
Jeffersonville, NY 12748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kit Robison
PO Box 339 , Jeffersonville, NY 12748 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kit Robison
PO Box 339
Jeffersonville, NY 12748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kit Robison
PO Box 339 , Jeffersonville, NY 12748 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kit Robison
PO Box 339
Jeffersonville, NY 12748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street , Manchester, CT 06040 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street
Manchester, CT 06040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street , Manchester, CT 06040 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Representative John Larson
U.S. House of Representatives
1005 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street
Manchester, CT 06040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street , Manchester, CT 06040 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Representative John Larson
U.S. House of Representatives
1005 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street
Manchester, CT 06040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street , Manchester, CT 06040 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street
Manchester, CT 06040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street , Manchester, CT 06040 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Niemann
322 Spring Street
Manchester, CT 06040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kit Robison
PO Box 339 , Jeffersonville, NY 12748 

December 9, 2006   7:46 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kit Robison
PO Box 339
Jeffersonville, NY 12748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive , Tampa, FL 33624 

December 9, 2006   7:43 AM

Representative Jim Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
409 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive
Tampa, FL 33624

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive , Tampa, FL 33624 

December 9, 2006   7:43 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive
Tampa, FL 33624

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive , Tampa, FL 33624 

December 9, 2006   7:43 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive
Tampa, FL 33624

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive , Tampa, FL 33624 

December 9, 2006   7:43 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive
Tampa, FL 33624

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive , Tampa, FL 33624 

December 9, 2006   7:43 AM

Representative Jim Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
409 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gail Moses
5114 Nashville Drive
Tampa, FL 33624

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044 , Kemp, TX 75143 

December 9, 2006   7:42 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044
Kemp, TX 75143

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044 , Kemp, TX 75143 

December 9, 2006   7:42 AM

Representative Jeb Hensarling
U.S. House of Representatives
132 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hensarling,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044
Kemp, TX 75143

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044 , Kemp, TX 75143 

December 9, 2006   7:42 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044
Kemp, TX 75143

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044 , Kemp, TX 75143 

December 9, 2006   7:42 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kathy Parker
7131 cr 4044
Kemp, TX 75143

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave. , Portland, OR 97233 

December 9, 2006   7:40 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave.
Portland, OR 97233

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave. , Portland, OR 97233 

December 9, 2006   7:40 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave.
Portland, OR 97233

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave. , Portland, OR 97233 

December 9, 2006   7:40 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave.
Portland, OR 97233

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave. , Portland, OR 97233 

December 9, 2006   7:40 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave.
Portland, OR 97233

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave. , Portland, OR 97233 

December 9, 2006   7:40 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave.
Portland, OR 97233

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave. , Portland, OR 97233 

December 9, 2006   7:40 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Porter
2341 S.E. 152nd. Ave.
Portland, OR 97233

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd , Britt, MN 55710 

December 9, 2006   7:39 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd
Britt, MN 55710

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd , Britt, MN 55710 

December 9, 2006   7:39 AM

Representative James Oberstar
U.S. House of Representatives
2365 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Oberstar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd
Britt, MN 55710

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd , Britt, MN 55710 

December 9, 2006   7:39 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd
Britt, MN 55710

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd , Britt, MN 55710 

December 9, 2006   7:39 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Terrance Heinonen
7372 Comfort Point Rd
Britt, MN 55710

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road , Dickson, TN 37055 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Representative John Tanner
U.S. House of Representatives
1226 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tanner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road
Dickson, TN 37055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road , Dickson, TN 37055 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road
Dickson, TN 37055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road , Queensbury, NY 12804 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road
Queensbury, NY 12804

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road , Dickson, TN 37055 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road
Dickson, TN 37055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road , Queensbury, NY 12804 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Representative John Sweeney
U.S. House of Representatives
416 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sweeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road
Queensbury, NY 12804

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road , Queensbury, NY 12804 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road
Queensbury, NY 12804

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road , Queensbury, NY 12804 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jackie Merritt
320  Ridge Road
Queensbury, NY 12804

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road , Dickson, TN 37055 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road
Dickson, TN 37055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road , Dickson, TN 37055 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road
Dickson, TN 37055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road , Dickson, TN 37055 

December 9, 2006   7:38 AM

Representative John Tanner
U.S. House of Representatives
1226 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tanner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Adair
270 Brazzell Road
Dickson, TN 37055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE , Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408 

December 9, 2006   7:37 AM

Senator Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bingaman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE , Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408 

December 9, 2006   7:37 AM

Senator Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Domenici,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE , Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408 

December 9, 2006   7:37 AM

Senator Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bingaman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE , Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408 

December 9, 2006   7:37 AM

Senator Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Domenici,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Maureen Wright
2816 Kentucky St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110-3408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St. , Key West, FL 33040 

December 9, 2006   7:36 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St.
Key West, FL 33040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St. , Key West, FL 33040 

December 9, 2006   7:36 AM

Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
U.S. House of Representatives
2160 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St.
Key West, FL 33040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St. , Key West, FL 33040 

December 9, 2006   7:36 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St.
Key West, FL 33040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St. , Key West, FL 33040 

December 9, 2006   7:36 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Newman
1408 Petronia St.
Key West, FL 33040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road Apt 40, Louisville, KY 40204-1289 

December 9, 2006   7:35 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road
Apt 40
Louisville, KY 40204-1289

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road Apt 40, Louisville, KY 40204-1289 

December 9, 2006   7:35 AM

Senator Jim Bunning
U.S. Senate
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bunning,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road
Apt 40
Louisville, KY 40204-1289

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road Apt 40, Louisville, KY 40204-1289 

December 9, 2006   7:35 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road
Apt 40
Louisville, KY 40204-1289

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road Apt 40, Louisville, KY 40204-1289 

December 9, 2006   7:35 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road
Apt 40
Louisville, KY 40204-1289

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road Apt 40, Louisville, KY 40204-1289 

December 9, 2006   7:35 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Hartmann
1049 Cherokee Road
Apt 40
Louisville, KY 40204-1289

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct. , Monticello, GA 31064 

December 9, 2006   7:27 AM

Representative Lynn Westmoreland
U.S. House of Representatives
1118 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Westmoreland,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct.
Monticello, GA 31064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct. , Monticello, GA 31064 

December 9, 2006   7:27 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct.
Monticello, GA 31064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct. , Monticello, GA 31064 

December 9, 2006   7:27 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct.
Monticello, GA 31064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct. , Monticello, GA 31064 

December 9, 2006   7:27 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Allen
476 E. Mourning Dove Ct.
Monticello, GA 31064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54 , Hammondsport, NY 14840 

December 9, 2006   7:24 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54
Hammondsport, NY 14840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54 , Hammondsport, NY 14840 

December 9, 2006   7:24 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54
Hammondsport, NY 14840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54 , Hammondsport, NY 14840 

December 9, 2006   7:24 AM

Representative John Kuhl
U.S. House of Representatives
1505 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kuhl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54
Hammondsport, NY 14840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54 , Hammondsport, NY 14840 

December 9, 2006   7:24 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Norton
14483 State Route 54
Hammondsport, NY 14840

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane , Suffern, NY 10901 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane
Suffern, NY 10901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane , Suffern, NY 10901 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Representative Eliot Engel
U.S. House of Representatives
2161 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Engel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane
Suffern, NY 10901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane , Suffern, NY 10901 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane
Suffern, NY 10901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave. , Colonia, NJ 07067 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Representative Mike Ferguson
U.S. House of Representatives
214 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ferguson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers, which would be we the people. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave.
Colonia, NJ 07067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave. , Colonia, NJ 07067 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers, which would be we the people. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave.
Colonia, NJ 07067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave. , Colonia, NJ 07067 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers, which would be we the people. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave.
Colonia, NJ 07067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave. , Colonia, NJ 07067 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers, which would be we the people. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave.
Colonia, NJ 07067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave. , Colonia, NJ 07067 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers, which would be we the people. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave.
Colonia, NJ 07067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane , Suffern, NY 10901 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane
Suffern, NY 10901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane , Suffern, NY 10901 

December 9, 2006   7:23 AM

Representative Eliot Engel
U.S. House of Representatives
2161 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Engel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Meredith Alpert
17 Meadowbrook Lane
Suffern, NY 10901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street , Arlington, VA 22206-1153 

December 9, 2006   7:19 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street
Arlington, VA 22206-1153

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street , Arlington, VA 22206-1153 

December 9, 2006   7:19 AM

Representative Jim Moran
U.S. House of Representatives
2239 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Moran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street
Arlington, VA 22206-1153

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street , Arlington, VA 22206-1153 

December 9, 2006   7:19 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street
Arlington, VA 22206-1153

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street , Arlington, VA 22206-1153 

December 9, 2006   7:19 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street
Arlington, VA 22206-1153

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street , Arlington, VA 22206-1153 

December 9, 2006   7:19 AM

Representative Jim Moran
U.S. House of Representatives
2239 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Moran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Scott
2806-C  South Wakefield Street
Arlington, VA 22206-1153

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr. , Marquette, MI 49855 

December 9, 2006   7:15 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr.
Marquette, MI 49855

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr. , Marquette, MI 49855 

December 9, 2006   7:15 AM

Representative Bart Stupak
U.S. House of Representatives
2352 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Stupak,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr.
Marquette, MI 49855

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr. , Marquette, MI 49855 

December 9, 2006   7:15 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr.
Marquette, MI 49855

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr. , Marquette, MI 49855 

December 9, 2006   7:15 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine Carrigan
195 Katers Dr.
Marquette, MI 49855

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive , Louisville, KY 40299-3531 

December 9, 2006   7:09 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive
Louisville, KY 40299-3531

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive , Louisville, KY 40299-3531 

December 9, 2006   7:09 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive
Louisville, KY 40299-3531

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive , Louisville, KY 40299-3531 

December 9, 2006   7:09 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive
Louisville, KY 40299-3531

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive , Louisville, KY 40299-3531 

December 9, 2006   7:09 AM

Senator Jim Bunning
U.S. Senate
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bunning,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive
Louisville, KY 40299-3531

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive , Louisville, KY 40299-3531 

December 9, 2006   7:09 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Sturgill
3520 Marlin Drive
Louisville, KY 40299-3531

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road , Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Senator Jack Reed
U.S. Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reed,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road
Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road , Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Representative Patrick Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
407 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road
Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road , Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Senator Lincoln Chafee
U.S. Senate
141A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chafee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road
Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road , Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Senator Lincoln Chafee
U.S. Senate
141A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chafee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road
Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South , St. petersburg, FL 33712 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South
St. petersburg, FL 33712

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South , St. petersburg, FL 33712 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South
St. petersburg, FL 33712

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South , St. petersburg, FL 33712 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Representative Jim Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
409 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South
St. petersburg, FL 33712

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South , St. petersburg, FL 33712 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South
St. petersburg, FL 33712

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South , St. petersburg, FL 33712 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Representative Jim Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
409 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan Kane
5110 Casilla Way South
St. petersburg, FL 33712

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road , Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Senator Jack Reed
U.S. Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reed,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road
Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road , Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462 

December 9, 2006   7:02 AM

Representative Patrick Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
407 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Heroux
904 Diamond Hill Road
Woonsocket, RI 02895-1462

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave , North Bend, OR 97459 

December 9, 2006   6:57 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave
North Bend, OR 97459

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave , North Bend, OR 97459 

December 9, 2006   6:57 AM

Representative Peter DeFazio
U.S. House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeFazio,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave
North Bend, OR 97459

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave , North Bend, OR 97459 

December 9, 2006   6:57 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave
North Bend, OR 97459

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave , North Bend, OR 97459 

December 9, 2006   6:57 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave
North Bend, OR 97459

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave , North Bend, OR 97459 

December 9, 2006   6:57 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave
North Bend, OR 97459

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave , North Bend, OR 97459 

December 9, 2006   6:57 AM

Representative Peter DeFazio
U.S. House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeFazio,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vaughan
1554 Union Ave
North Bend, OR 97459

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 9, 2006   6:53 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 9, 2006   6:53 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 9, 2006   6:53 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 9, 2006   6:53 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador , Tucson, AZ 85718 

December 9, 2006   6:53 AM

Representative Jim Kolbe
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kolbe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
margie wrye
4225 N. Avenida Del Cazador
Tucson, AZ 85718

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road , Bellingham, WA 98226- 

December 9, 2006   6:51 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road
Bellingham, WA 98226-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road , Bellingham, WA 98226- 

December 9, 2006   6:51 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road
Bellingham, WA 98226-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road , Bellingham, WA 98226- 

December 9, 2006   6:51 AM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road
Bellingham, WA 98226-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road , Bellingham, WA 98226- 

December 9, 2006   6:51 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road
Bellingham, WA 98226-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road , Bellingham, WA 98226- 

December 9, 2006   6:51 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road
Bellingham, WA 98226-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road , Bellingham, WA 98226- 

December 9, 2006   6:51 AM

Representative Rick Larsen
U.S. House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larsen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ann E. Wales
2545 MacKenzie Road
Bellingham, WA 98226-

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road , Milton, VT 05468 

December 9, 2006   6:47 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road
Milton, VT 05468

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road , Milton, VT 05468 

December 9, 2006   6:47 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road
Milton, VT 05468

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road , Milton, VT 05468 

December 9, 2006   6:47 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road
Milton, VT 05468

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road , Milton, VT 05468 

December 9, 2006   6:47 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road
Milton, VT 05468

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road , Milton, VT 05468 

December 9, 2006   6:47 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road
Milton, VT 05468

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road , Milton, VT 05468 

December 9, 2006   6:47 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geraldine Quinlan
147 Reynolds Road
Milton, VT 05468

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke , Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209 

December 9, 2006   6:46 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke
Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke , Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209 

December 9, 2006   6:46 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke
Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke , Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209 

December 9, 2006   6:46 AM

Representative Bob Goodlatte
U.S. House of Representatives
2240 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Goodlatte,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke
Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke , Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209 

December 9, 2006   6:46 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bonita De Trinis
2412 Howardsville Tpke
Lyndhurst, VA 22952-2209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St. , Chaplin, CT 06235 

December 9, 2006   6:43 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St.
Chaplin, CT 06235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St. , Chaplin, CT 06235 

December 9, 2006   6:43 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St.
Chaplin, CT 06235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St. , Chaplin, CT 06235 

December 9, 2006   6:43 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St.
Chaplin, CT 06235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St. , Chaplin, CT 06235 

December 9, 2006   6:43 AM

Representative Rob Simmons
U.S. House of Representatives
215 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Simmons,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andy Belisle
145 Chaplin St.
Chaplin, CT 06235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339 , Vinemont, AL 35179 

December 9, 2006   6:42 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339
Vinemont, AL 35179

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339 , Vinemont, AL 35179 

December 9, 2006   6:42 AM

Representative Robert Aderholt
U.S. House of Representatives
1433 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Aderholt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339
Vinemont, AL 35179

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339 , Vinemont, AL 35179 

December 9, 2006   6:42 AM

Senator Jeff Sessions
U.S. Senate
335 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339
Vinemont, AL 35179

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339 , Vinemont, AL 35179 

December 9, 2006   6:42 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339
Vinemont, AL 35179

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339 , Vinemont, AL 35179 

December 9, 2006   6:42 AM

Representative Robert Aderholt
U.S. House of Representatives
1433 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Aderholt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lori Robb
2191 County Road 1339
Vinemont, AL 35179

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr. , Camarillo, CA 93010 

December 9, 2006   6:38 AM

Representative Elton Gallegly
U.S. House of Representatives
2427 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gallegly,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr.
Camarillo, CA 93010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr. , Camarillo, CA 93010 

December 9, 2006   6:38 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr.
Camarillo, CA 93010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr. , Camarillo, CA 93010 

December 9, 2006   6:38 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr.
Camarillo, CA 93010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr. , Camarillo, CA 93010 

December 9, 2006   6:38 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Schumacher
2092 Grandview Dr.
Camarillo, CA 93010

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street , Midland, MI 48640 

December 9, 2006   6:36 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street
Midland, MI 48640

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street , Midland, MI 48640 

December 9, 2006   6:36 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street
Midland, MI 48640

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street , Midland, MI 48640 

December 9, 2006   6:36 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street
Midland, MI 48640

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street , Midland, MI 48640 

December 9, 2006   6:36 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street
Midland, MI 48640

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street , Midland, MI 48640 

December 9, 2006   6:36 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sharon Penprase
3116 Gibson Street
Midland, MI 48640

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Barbara Walters
175 Norman Dr. , Cranberry Twp, PA 16066-4232 

December 9, 2006   6:34 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Barbara Walters
175 Norman Dr.
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066-4232

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Barbara Walters
175 Norman Dr. , Cranberry Twp, PA 16066-4232 

December 9, 2006   6:34 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Barbara Walters
175 Norman Dr.
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066-4232

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Barbara Walters
175 Norman Dr. , Cranberry Twp, PA 16066-4232 

December 9, 2006   6:34 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Barbara Walters
175 Norman Dr.
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066-4232

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204 , Salt Lake City, UT 84115 

December 9, 2006   6:33 AM

Senator Orrin Hatch
U.S. Senate
104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hatch,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204 , Salt Lake City, UT 84115 

December 9, 2006   6:33 AM

Representative Rob Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
124 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204 , Salt Lake City, UT 84115 

December 9, 2006   6:33 AM

Senator Robert Bennett
U.S. Senate
431 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bennett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204 , Salt Lake City, UT 84115 

December 9, 2006   6:33 AM

Senator Robert Bennett
U.S. Senate
431 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bennett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204 , Salt Lake City, UT 84115 

December 9, 2006   6:33 AM

Senator Orrin Hatch
U.S. Senate
104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hatch,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204 , Salt Lake City, UT 84115 

December 9, 2006   6:33 AM

Representative Rob Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
124 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eugene Earle
1820 S Main St #204
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steve dokus
274 murray rd , lincoln, VT 05443 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steve dokus
274 murray rd
lincoln, VT 05443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue , Prairieville, LA 70769 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator David Vitter
U.S. Senate
516 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Vitter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue
Prairieville, LA 70769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue , Prairieville, LA 70769 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator Mary Landrieu
U.S. Senate
724 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Landrieu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue
Prairieville, LA 70769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steve dokus
274 murray rd , lincoln, VT 05443 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steve dokus
274 murray rd
lincoln, VT 05443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steve dokus
274 murray rd , lincoln, VT 05443 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steve dokus
274 murray rd
lincoln, VT 05443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue , Prairieville, LA 70769 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Representative Richard Baker
U.S. House of Representatives
341 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baker,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue
Prairieville, LA 70769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue , Prairieville, LA 70769 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator Mary Landrieu
U.S. Senate
724 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Landrieu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue
Prairieville, LA 70769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue , Prairieville, LA 70769 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator David Vitter
U.S. Senate
516 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Vitter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mary Bourgeois
40187 Ronda Avenue
Prairieville, LA 70769

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steve dokus
274 murray rd , lincoln, VT 05443 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steve dokus
274 murray rd
lincoln, VT 05443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steve dokus
274 murray rd , lincoln, VT 05443 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steve dokus
274 murray rd
lincoln, VT 05443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steve dokus
274 murray rd , lincoln, VT 05443 

December 9, 2006   6:28 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steve dokus
274 murray rd
lincoln, VT 05443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road , Plain City, OH 43064 

December 9, 2006   6:27 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road
Plain City, OH 43064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road , Plain City, OH 43064 

December 9, 2006   6:27 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road
Plain City, OH 43064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road , Plain City, OH 43064 

December 9, 2006   6:27 AM

Representative Deborah Pryce
U.S. House of Representatives
204 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pryce,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road
Plain City, OH 43064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road , Plain City, OH 43064 

December 9, 2006   6:27 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diana Larson
9214 Wells Road
Plain City, OH 43064

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W , Mobridge, SD 57601 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator John Thune
U.S. Senate
383 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Thune,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W
Mobridge, SD 57601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W , Mobridge, SD 57601 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Tim Johnson
U.S. Senate
136 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W
Mobridge, SD 57601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W , Mobridge, SD 57601 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Representative Stephanie Herseth
U.S. House of Representatives
331 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Herseth,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W
Mobridge, SD 57601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street Apt.# 402, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street
Apt.# 402
Black River Falls, WI 54615

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street Apt.# 402, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street
Apt.# 402
Black River Falls, WI 54615

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street Apt.# 402, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Representative Ron Kind
U.S. House of Representatives
1406 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kind,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street
Apt.# 402
Black River Falls, WI 54615

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W , Mobridge, SD 57601 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Tim Johnson
U.S. Senate
136 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W
Mobridge, SD 57601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W , Mobridge, SD 57601 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Representative Stephanie Herseth
U.S. House of Representatives
331 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Herseth,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Shadduck
813 18th St W
Mobridge, SD 57601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street Apt.# 402, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street
Apt.# 402
Black River Falls, WI 54615

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street Apt.# 402, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Representative Ron Kind
U.S. House of Representatives
1406 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kind,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street
Apt.# 402
Black River Falls, WI 54615

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Anders
106 S Main , Denver, CO 80802 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Anders
106 S Main
Denver, CO 80802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Anders
106 S Main , Denver, CO 80802 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Anders
106 S Main
Denver, CO 80802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Anders
106 S Main , Denver, CO 80802 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Representative Marilyn Musgrave
U.S. House of Representatives
1507 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Musgrave,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Anders
106 S Main
Denver, CO 80802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Anders
106 S Main , Denver, CO 80802 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Anders
106 S Main
Denver, CO 80802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Anders
106 S Main , Denver, CO 80802 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Representative Marilyn Musgrave
U.S. House of Representatives
1507 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Musgrave,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Anders
106 S Main
Denver, CO 80802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Anders
106 S Main , Denver, CO 80802 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Anders
106 S Main
Denver, CO 80802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street Apt.# 402, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

December 9, 2006   6:26 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Roe
223 N. 4th Street
Apt.# 402
Black River Falls, WI 54615

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   6:19 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   6:19 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   6:19 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   6:19 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd , Rochester, NY 14617 

December 9, 2006   6:19 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Denise LeVan
746 Lakeshore Blvd
Rochester, NY 14617

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av. , Grants Pass,, OR 97526 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av.
Grants Pass,, OR 97526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st , chatham, NY 12037 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Representative John Sweeney
U.S. House of Representatives
416 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sweeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st
chatham, NY 12037

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st , chatham, NY 12037 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st
chatham, NY 12037

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av. , Grants Pass,, OR 97526 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av.
Grants Pass,, OR 97526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st , chatham, NY 12037 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st
chatham, NY 12037

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av. , Grants Pass,, OR 97526 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Representative Greg Walden
U.S. House of Representatives
1210 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av.
Grants Pass,, OR 97526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st , chatham, NY 12037 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
willa tonne-daims
11 kinderhook st
chatham, NY 12037

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av. , Grants Pass,, OR 97526 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av.
Grants Pass,, OR 97526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av. , Grants Pass,, OR 97526 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av.
Grants Pass,, OR 97526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av. , Grants Pass,, OR 97526 

December 9, 2006   6:12 AM

Representative Greg Walden
U.S. House of Representatives
1210 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Bonnes
3955 Highland Av.
Grants Pass,, OR 97526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Niehaus
8001 Osborne Dr. , Louisville, KY 40222-4443 

December 9, 2006   6:07 AM

Senator Jim Bunning
U.S. Senate
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bunning,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Niehaus
8001 Osborne Dr.
Louisville, KY 40222-4443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Niehaus
8001 Osborne Dr. , Louisville, KY 40222-4443 

December 9, 2006   6:07 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Niehaus
8001 Osborne Dr.
Louisville, KY 40222-4443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Niehaus
8001 Osborne Dr. , Louisville, KY 40222-4443 

December 9, 2006   6:07 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Niehaus
8001 Osborne Dr.
Louisville, KY 40222-4443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive , Garland, TX 75040 

December 9, 2006   6:06 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive
Garland, TX 75040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive , Garland, TX 75040 

December 9, 2006   6:06 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive
Garland, TX 75040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive , Garland, TX 75040 

December 9, 2006   6:06 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive
Garland, TX 75040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive , Garland, TX 75040 

December 9, 2006   6:06 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive
Garland, TX 75040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive , Garland, TX 75040 

December 9, 2006   6:06 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Constance Bradford
1101 Twilight Drive
Garland, TX 75040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place , Pittsburgh, PA 1 

December 9, 2006   6:01 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place
Pittsburgh, PA 1

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place , Pittsburgh, PA 1 

December 9, 2006   6:01 AM

Representative Tim Murphy
U.S. House of Representatives
322 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Murphy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place
Pittsburgh, PA 1

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place , Pittsburgh, PA 1 

December 9, 2006   6:01 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place
Pittsburgh, PA 1

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place , Pittsburgh, PA 1 

December 9, 2006   6:01 AM

Representative Tim Murphy
U.S. House of Representatives
322 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Murphy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place
Pittsburgh, PA 1

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place , Pittsburgh, PA 1 

December 9, 2006   6:01 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janice Robin
120 Atlanta Place
Pittsburgh, PA 1

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road , Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

December 9, 2006   6:00 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road , Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

December 9, 2006   6:00 AM

Representative Thelma Drake
U.S. House of Representatives
1208 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Drake,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road , Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

December 9, 2006   6:00 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road , Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

December 9, 2006   6:00 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Katherine McManus
2245 Sandpiper Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304 , Long Beach, CA 90802 

December 9, 2006   5:53 AM

Representative Juanita Millender-McDonald
U.S. House of Representatives
2445 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Millender-McDonald,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304
Long Beach, CA 90802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304 , Long Beach, CA 90802 

December 9, 2006   5:53 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304
Long Beach, CA 90802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304 , Long Beach, CA 90802 

December 9, 2006   5:53 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304
Long Beach, CA 90802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304 , Long Beach, CA 90802 

December 9, 2006   5:53 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Naomi Steinfeld
1187 East 3rd Street  #304
Long Beach, CA 90802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd. , Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

December 9, 2006   5:41 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd.
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd. , Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

December 9, 2006   5:41 AM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd.
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd. , Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

December 9, 2006   5:41 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd.
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd. , Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

December 9, 2006   5:41 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd.
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd. , Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

December 9, 2006   5:41 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd.
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd. , Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 

December 9, 2006   5:41 AM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Conor Kiley
17135 Kinnear Rd.
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

e shay
423 e 82 st , nyc, NY 10028 

December 9, 2006   5:36 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
e shay
423 e 82 st
nyc, NY 10028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

e shay
423 e 82 st , nyc, NY 10028 

December 9, 2006   5:36 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
e shay
423 e 82 st
nyc, NY 10028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

e shay
423 e 82 st , nyc, NY 10028 

December 9, 2006   5:36 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
e shay
423 e 82 st
nyc, NY 10028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

e shay
423 e 82 st , nyc, NY 10028 

December 9, 2006   5:36 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
e shay
423 e 82 st
nyc, NY 10028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

e shay
423 e 82 st , nyc, NY 10028 

December 9, 2006   5:36 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
e shay
423 e 82 st
nyc, NY 10028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave Apt. 233, Fresno, CA 93711 

December 9, 2006   5:34 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave
Apt. 233
Fresno, CA 93711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave Apt. 233, Fresno, CA 93711 

December 9, 2006   5:34 AM

Representative George Radanovich
U.S. House of Representatives
438 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Radanovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave
Apt. 233
Fresno, CA 93711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave Apt. 233, Fresno, CA 93711 

December 9, 2006   5:34 AM

Representative George Radanovich
U.S. House of Representatives
438 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Radanovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave
Apt. 233
Fresno, CA 93711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave Apt. 233, Fresno, CA 93711 

December 9, 2006   5:34 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave
Apt. 233
Fresno, CA 93711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave Apt. 233, Fresno, CA 93711 

December 9, 2006   5:34 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Paul Hamilton
353 W Nees Ave
Apt. 233
Fresno, CA 93711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anibal Bohme
reina victoria 6581 , stgo, AL 65565 Chile

December 9, 2006   5:32 AM

Senator Jeff Sessions
U.S. Senate
335 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anibal Bohme
reina victoria 6581
stgo, AL 65565

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anibal Bohme
reina victoria 6581 , stgo, AL 65565 Chile

December 9, 2006   5:32 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anibal Bohme
reina victoria 6581
stgo, AL 65565

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anibal Bohme
reina victoria 6581 , stgo, AL 65565 Chile

December 9, 2006   5:32 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anibal Bohme
reina victoria 6581
stgo, AL 65565

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 9, 2006   5:29 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 9, 2006   5:29 AM

Representative John Sweeney
U.S. House of Representatives
416 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sweeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 9, 2006   5:29 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 9, 2006   5:29 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Murphy
2 Granada Dr
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St. , Tucson, AZ 85716 

December 9, 2006   5:26 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St.
Tucson, AZ 85716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St. , Tucson, AZ 85716 

December 9, 2006   5:26 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St.
Tucson, AZ 85716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St. , Tucson, AZ 85716 

December 9, 2006   5:26 AM

Representative Jim Kolbe
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kolbe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St.
Tucson, AZ 85716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St. , Tucson, AZ 85716 

December 9, 2006   5:26 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St.
Tucson, AZ 85716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St. , Tucson, AZ 85716 

December 9, 2006   5:26 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jared Michel
3322 E. Camden St.
Tucson, AZ 85716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd. , Marshall, NC 28753 

December 9, 2006   5:25 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd. , Marshall, NC 28753 

December 9, 2006   5:25 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd. , Marshall, NC 28753 

December 9, 2006   5:25 AM

Representative Charles Taylor
U.S. House of Representatives
339 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Taylor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd. , Marshall, NC 28753 

December 9, 2006   5:25 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd. , Marshall, NC 28753 

December 9, 2006   5:25 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Ashe
904 Morgan Branch Rd.
Marshall, NC 28753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave , Burlington, MA 01803 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative John Tierney
U.S. House of Representatives
120 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tierney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave
Burlington, MA 01803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave , Burlington, MA 01803 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave
Burlington, MA 01803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave , Burlington, MA 01803 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave
Burlington, MA 01803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave , Burlington, MA 01803 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave
Burlington, MA 01803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave , Burlington, MA 01803 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative John Tierney
U.S. House of Representatives
120 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tierney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerry Freedman
18 University Ave
Burlington, MA 01803

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street , Columbus, OH 43206-2062 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Deborah Pryce
U.S. House of Representatives
204 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pryce,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street
Columbus, OH 43206-2062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street , Columbus, OH 43206-2062 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street
Columbus, OH 43206-2062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th Apt. 3B, New York, NY 10019 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th
Apt. 3B
New York, NY 10019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th Apt. 3B, New York, NY 10019 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th
Apt. 3B
New York, NY 10019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street , Aiea, HI 96701 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Neil Abercrombie
U.S. House of Representatives
1502 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Abercrombie,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly."  I am able to edit this letter and in 
doing so, I can personally Thank Senator Daniel Inouye for writing a letter and taking a stand 
against anything unethical.  Thank You from a personal living in Hawaii!

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street
Aiea, HI 96701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street , Aiea, HI 96701 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Daniel Akaka
U.S. Senate
141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Akaka,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly."  I am able to edit this letter and in 
doing so, I can personally Thank Senator Daniel Inouye for writing a letter and taking a stand 
against anything unethical.  Thank You from a personal living in Hawaii!

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street
Aiea, HI 96701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street , Aiea, HI 96701 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Daniel Inouye
U.S. Senate
722 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inouye,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly."  I am able to edit this letter and in 
doing so, I can personally Thank Senator Daniel Inouye for writing a letter and taking a stand 
against anything unethical.  Thank You from a personal living in Hawaii!

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street
Aiea, HI 96701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street , Columbus, OH 43206-2062 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street
Columbus, OH 43206-2062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street , Aiea, HI 96701 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Daniel Akaka
U.S. Senate
141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Akaka,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly."  I am able to edit this letter and in 
doing so, I can personally Thank Senator Daniel Inouye for writing a letter and taking a stand 
against anything unethical.  Thank You from a personal living in Hawaii!

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street
Aiea, HI 96701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street , Aiea, HI 96701 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Daniel Inouye
U.S. Senate
722 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inouye,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly."  I am able to edit this letter and in 
doing so, I can personally Thank Senator Daniel Inouye for writing a letter and taking a stand 
against anything unethical.  Thank You from a personal living in Hawaii!

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street
Aiea, HI 96701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street , Aiea, HI 96701 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Neil Abercrombie
U.S. House of Representatives
1502 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Abercrombie,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly."  I am able to edit this letter and in 
doing so, I can personally Thank Senator Daniel Inouye for writing a letter and taking a stand 
against anything unethical.  Thank You from a personal living in Hawaii!

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Travis Lee
98-163 Kanuku Street
Aiea, HI 96701

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street , Columbus, OH 43206-2062 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Liz Dansro
863 S. Lazelle Street
Columbus, OH 43206-2062

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marilyn Escobar
1100 Vinci Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838 P.O.Box 453, Rio Linda, CA 95673-0453 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Escobar
1100 Vinci Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838
P.O.Box 453
Rio Linda, CA 95673-0453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marilyn Escobar
1100 Vinci Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838 P.O.Box 453, Rio Linda, CA 95673-0453 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Escobar
1100 Vinci Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838
P.O.Box 453
Rio Linda, CA 95673-0453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave. , Deland, FL 32720 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave.
Deland, FL 32720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th Apt. 3B, New York, NY 10019 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th
Apt. 3B
New York, NY 10019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave. , Deland, FL 32720 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative John Mica
U.S. House of Representatives
2313 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Mica,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave.
Deland, FL 32720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave. , Deland, FL 32720 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave.
Deland, FL 32720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave. , Deland, FL 32720 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave.
Deland, FL 32720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave. , Deland, FL 32720 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative John Mica
U.S. House of Representatives
2313 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Mica,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Owens
505 W. Minnesota Ave.
Deland, FL 32720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th Apt. 3B, New York, NY 10019 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th
Apt. 3B
New York, NY 10019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th Apt. 3B, New York, NY 10019 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Carolyn Maloney
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Maloney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robin Kerstel
200 West 55th
Apt. 3B
New York, NY 10019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Carl Fender
PO 1079 , New Milford, CT 06776 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Carl Fender
PO 1079
New Milford, CT 06776

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marilyn Escobar
1100 Vinci Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838 P.O.Box 453, Rio Linda, CA 95673-0453 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Escobar
1100 Vinci Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838
P.O.Box 453
Rio Linda, CA 95673-0453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE , Mandan, ND 58554-3357 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Byron Dorgan
U.S. Senate
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dorgan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE
Mandan, ND 58554-3357

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE , Mandan, ND 58554-3357 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Kent Conrad
U.S. Senate
530 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Conrad,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE
Mandan, ND 58554-3357

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Carl Fender
PO 1079 , New Milford, CT 06776 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Carl Fender
PO 1079
New Milford, CT 06776

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Carl Fender
PO 1079 , New Milford, CT 06776 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Carl Fender
PO 1079
New Milford, CT 06776

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

robert hollis
3330 highland park place , memphis, TN 38111 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
robert hollis
3330 highland park place
memphis, TN 38111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE , Mandan, ND 58554-3357 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Earl Pomeroy
U.S. House of Representatives
1501 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pomeroy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE
Mandan, ND 58554-3357

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE , Mandan, ND 58554-3357 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Kent Conrad
U.S. Senate
530 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Conrad,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE
Mandan, ND 58554-3357

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE , Mandan, ND 58554-3357 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Byron Dorgan
U.S. Senate
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dorgan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Glenn Elliott
406 1/2 3rd St NE
Mandan, ND 58554-3357

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012 , Daly City, CA 94015-2943 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012
Daly City, CA 94015-2943

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

robert hollis
3330 highland park place , memphis, TN 38111 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
robert hollis
3330 highland park place
memphis, TN 38111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012 , Daly City, CA 94015-2943 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012
Daly City, CA 94015-2943

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012 , Daly City, CA 94015-2943 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012
Daly City, CA 94015-2943

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012 , Daly City, CA 94015-2943 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Tom Lantos
U.S. House of Representatives
2413 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lantos,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beatrice Bertwell
500 King Dr., #1012
Daly City, CA 94015-2943

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

robert hollis
3330 highland park place , memphis, TN 38111 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Harold Ford
U.S. House of Representatives
325 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ford,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
robert hollis
3330 highland park place
memphis, TN 38111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd , Franklin, NC 28734 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd
Franklin, NC 28734

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

robert hollis
3330 highland park place , memphis, TN 38111 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
robert hollis
3330 highland park place
memphis, TN 38111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

robert hollis
3330 highland park place , memphis, TN 38111 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
robert hollis
3330 highland park place
memphis, TN 38111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

robert hollis
3330 highland park place , memphis, TN 38111 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Harold Ford
U.S. House of Representatives
325 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ford,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
robert hollis
3330 highland park place
memphis, TN 38111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia , South Pasadena, CA 91030 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia
South Pasadena, CA 91030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd , Franklin, NC 28734 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd
Franklin, NC 28734

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd , Franklin, NC 28734 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Charles Taylor
U.S. House of Representatives
339 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Taylor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd
Franklin, NC 28734

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd , Franklin, NC 28734 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd
Franklin, NC 28734

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia , South Pasadena, CA 91030 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia
South Pasadena, CA 91030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia , South Pasadena, CA 91030 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia
South Pasadena, CA 91030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia , South Pasadena, CA 91030 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Adam Schiff
U.S. House of Representatives
326 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schiff,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia
South Pasadena, CA 91030

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maryann secreto
po box 1482 , kingston, NY 12402 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maryann secreto
po box 1482
kingston, NY 12402

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maryann secreto
po box 1482 , kingston, NY 12402 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maryann secreto
po box 1482
kingston, NY 12402

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maryann secreto
po box 1482 , kingston, NY 12402 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maryann secreto
po box 1482
kingston, NY 12402

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd , Franklin, NC 28734 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Vickie Brown
255 McGaha  Rd
Franklin, NC 28734

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maryann secreto
po box 1482 , kingston, NY 12402 

December 9, 2006   5:19 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maryann secreto
po box 1482
kingston, NY 12402

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd. , Richmond, VA 23235 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Representative Eric Cantor
U.S. House of Representatives
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cantor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd.
Richmond, VA 23235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd. , Richmond, VA 23235 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd.
Richmond, VA 23235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd. , Richmond, VA 23235 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd.
Richmond, VA 23235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

maryann secreto
po box 1482 , kingston, NY 12402 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
maryann secreto
po box 1482
kingston, NY 12402

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd. , Richmond, VA 23235 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd.
Richmond, VA 23235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd. , Richmond, VA 23235 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Representative Eric Cantor
U.S. House of Representatives
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cantor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Kent
8146 Jahnke Rd.
Richmond, VA 23235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln. Apt 5, Middleton, WI 53562 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln.
Apt 5
Middleton, WI 53562

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln. Apt 5, Middleton, WI 53562 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln.
Apt 5
Middleton, WI 53562

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln. Apt 5, Middleton, WI 53562 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Representative Tammy Baldwin
U.S. House of Representatives
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baldwin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln.
Apt 5
Middleton, WI 53562

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln. Apt 5, Middleton, WI 53562 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln.
Apt 5
Middleton, WI 53562

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln. Apt 5, Middleton, WI 53562 

December 9, 2006   5:18 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alan Grout
3609 Napoli Ln.
Apt 5
Middleton, WI 53562

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua Apt 124, Norman, OK 73072 

December 9, 2006   1:02 AM

Senator Tom Coburn
U.S. Senate
172 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coburn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua
Apt 124
Norman, OK 73072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua Apt 124, Norman, OK 73072 

December 9, 2006   1:02 AM

Representative Tom Cole
U.S. House of Representatives
236 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua
Apt 124
Norman, OK 73072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua Apt 124, Norman, OK 73072 

December 9, 2006   1:02 AM

Senator James Inhofe
U.S. Senate
453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inhofe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua
Apt 124
Norman, OK 73072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua Apt 124, Norman, OK 73072 

December 9, 2006   1:02 AM

Senator James Inhofe
U.S. Senate
453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inhofe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Heather Nisbett
2900 Chautauqua
Apt 124
Norman, OK 73072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr , Knoxville, TN 37918 

December 9, 2006   12:59 AM

Representative John Duncan
U.S. House of Representatives
2267 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Duncan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr
Knoxville, TN 37918

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr , Knoxville, TN 37918 

December 9, 2006   12:59 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr
Knoxville, TN 37918

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr , Knoxville, TN 37918 

December 9, 2006   12:59 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr
Knoxville, TN 37918

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr , Knoxville, TN 37918 

December 9, 2006   12:59 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr
Knoxville, TN 37918

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr , Knoxville, TN 37918 

December 9, 2006   12:59 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr
Knoxville, TN 37918

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr , Knoxville, TN 37918 

December 9, 2006   12:59 AM

Representative John Duncan
U.S. House of Representatives
2267 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Duncan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Charles Moulton
6112 Top O Knox Dr
Knoxville, TN 37918

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108 , Portland, OR 97239 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108
Portland, OR 97239

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave , Seminole, FL 33772 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave
Seminole, FL 33772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave , Seminole, FL 33772 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave
Seminole, FL 33772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108 , Portland, OR 97239 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108
Portland, OR 97239

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108 , Portland, OR 97239 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108
Portland, OR 97239

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave , Seminole, FL 33772 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Representative Bill Young
U.S. House of Representatives
2407 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Young,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave
Seminole, FL 33772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave , Seminole, FL 33772 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave
Seminole, FL 33772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave , Seminole, FL 33772 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Representative Bill Young
U.S. House of Representatives
2407 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Young,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Adam Lainey
12366 91st ave
Seminole, FL 33772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108 , Portland, OR 97239 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108
Portland, OR 97239

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108 , Portland, OR 97239 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108
Portland, OR 97239

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108 , Portland, OR 97239 

December 9, 2006   12:58 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Taylor
4926 SW Corbett Ave. #108
Portland, OR 97239

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave , Studio City, CA 91604 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

In fact, if these jokers had testicles, I'd say string 'em up by the balls. They deserve no less.

Sincerely,
Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave
Studio City, CA 91604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave , Studio City, CA 91604 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Representative Howard Berman
U.S. House of Representatives
2221 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Berman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

In fact, if these jokers had testicles, I'd say string 'em up by the balls. They deserve no less.

Sincerely,
Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave
Studio City, CA 91604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave , Studio City, CA 91604 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Representative Howard Berman
U.S. House of Representatives
2221 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Berman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

In fact, if these jokers had testicles, I'd say string 'em up by the balls. They deserve no less.

Sincerely,
Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave
Studio City, CA 91604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave , Studio City, CA 91604 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

In fact, if these jokers had testicles, I'd say string 'em up by the balls. They deserve no less.

Sincerely,
Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave
Studio City, CA 91604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave , Studio City, CA 91604 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

In fact, if these jokers had testicles, I'd say string 'em up by the balls. They deserve no less.

Sincerely,
Arthur Rieman
4148 Shadyglade Ave
Studio City, CA 91604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148 , Federal Way, WA 98023 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148
Federal Way, WA 98023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148 , Federal Way, WA 98023 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148
Federal Way, WA 98023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148 , Federal Way, WA 98023 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148
Federal Way, WA 98023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148 , Federal Way, WA 98023 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148
Federal Way, WA 98023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148 , Federal Way, WA 98023 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148
Federal Way, WA 98023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148 , Federal Way, WA 98023 

December 9, 2006   12:57 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Juli Goodrich
32123 19th lane sw #148
Federal Way, WA 98023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave. , Sun City, AZ 85351-1043 

December 9, 2006   12:56 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave.
Sun City, AZ 85351-1043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave. , Sun City, AZ 85351-1043 

December 9, 2006   12:56 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave.
Sun City, AZ 85351-1043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave. , Sun City, AZ 85351-1043 

December 9, 2006   12:56 AM

Representative Trent Franks
U.S. House of Representatives
1237 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Franks,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave.
Sun City, AZ 85351-1043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave. , Sun City, AZ 85351-1043 

December 9, 2006   12:56 AM

Representative Trent Franks
U.S. House of Representatives
1237 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Franks,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave.
Sun City, AZ 85351-1043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave. , Sun City, AZ 85351-1043 

December 9, 2006   12:56 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave.
Sun City, AZ 85351-1043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave. , Sun City, AZ 85351-1043 

December 9, 2006   12:56 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Barbara Walls
16836 N. 111th Ave.
Sun City, AZ 85351-1043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr , Covina, CA 91724 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr
Covina, CA 91724

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr , Covina, CA 91724 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Representative Hilda Solis
U.S. House of Representatives
1725 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Solis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr
Covina, CA 91724

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr , Covina, CA 91724 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Representative Hilda Solis
U.S. House of Representatives
1725 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Solis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr
Covina, CA 91724

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd. Apt. D, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd.
Apt. D
Highland Park, NJ 08904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd. Apt. D, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd.
Apt. D
Highland Park, NJ 08904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd. Apt. D, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Representative Frank Pallone
U.S. House of Representatives
420 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pallone,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd.
Apt. D
Highland Park, NJ 08904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr , Covina, CA 91724 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr
Covina, CA 91724

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr , Covina, CA 91724 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Johnson
716 S Shadyglen dr
Covina, CA 91724

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd. Apt. D, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd.
Apt. D
Highland Park, NJ 08904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd. Apt. D, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Representative Frank Pallone
U.S. House of Representatives
420 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pallone,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd.
Apt. D
Highland Park, NJ 08904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd. Apt. D, Highland Park, NJ 08904 

December 9, 2006   12:54 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lauren Russell-Pank
323 Crowells Rd.
Apt. D
Highland Park, NJ 08904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale , Little Rock, AR 72209 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale
Little Rock, AR 72209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale , Little Rock, AR 72209 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale
Little Rock, AR 72209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale , Little Rock, AR 72209 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Representative Vic Snyder
U.S. House of Representatives
1330 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Snyder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale
Little Rock, AR 72209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE. , SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Representative Stephanie Herseth
U.S. House of Representatives
331 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Herseth,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE.
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale , Little Rock, AR 72209 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Representative Vic Snyder
U.S. House of Representatives
1330 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Snyder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale
Little Rock, AR 72209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale , Little Rock, AR 72209 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale
Little Rock, AR 72209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE. , SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Senator John Thune
U.S. Senate
383 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Thune,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE.
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE. , SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Senator Tim Johnson
U.S. Senate
136 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE.
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale , Little Rock, AR 72209 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Smith
7008 Cloverdale
Little Rock, AR 72209

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE. , SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Senator Tim Johnson
U.S. Senate
136 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE.
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE. , SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103 

December 9, 2006   12:51 AM

Representative Stephanie Herseth
U.S. House of Representatives
331 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Herseth,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
JENIFER JENSEN
1946 S. CLEVELAND AVE.
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57103

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE , OWOSSO, MI 48867 

December 9, 2006   12:49 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE
OWOSSO, MI 48867

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE , OWOSSO, MI 48867 

December 9, 2006   12:49 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE
OWOSSO, MI 48867

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE , OWOSSO, MI 48867 

December 9, 2006   12:49 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE
OWOSSO, MI 48867

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE , OWOSSO, MI 48867 

December 9, 2006   12:49 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE
OWOSSO, MI 48867

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE , OWOSSO, MI 48867 

December 9, 2006   12:49 AM

Representative Dave Camp
U.S. House of Representatives
137 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Camp,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
DEAN PENNELL
208 OAKWOOD AVE
OWOSSO, MI 48867

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane , Hicksville, NY 11801 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane
Hicksville, NY 11801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St. , Acton, MA 01720 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St.
Acton, MA 01720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St. , Acton, MA 01720 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Representative Marty Meehan
U.S. House of Representatives
2229 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Meehan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St.
Acton, MA 01720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane , Hicksville, NY 11801 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Representative Peter King
U.S. House of Representatives
436 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative King,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane
Hicksville, NY 11801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St. , Acton, MA 01720 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St.
Acton, MA 01720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane , Hicksville, NY 11801 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane
Hicksville, NY 11801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St. , Acton, MA 01720 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St.
Acton, MA 01720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St. , Acton, MA 01720 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Representative Marty Meehan
U.S. House of Representatives
2229 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Meehan,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paula Bushkoff
29 Alcott St.
Acton, MA 01720

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane , Hicksville, NY 11801 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane
Hicksville, NY 11801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane , Hicksville, NY 11801 

December 9, 2006   12:46 AM

Representative Peter King
U.S. House of Representatives
436 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative King,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Sygman
28 Bunker Lane
Hicksville, NY 11801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10 , Thornton, CO 80260 

December 9, 2006   12:45 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10
Thornton, CO 80260

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10 , Thornton, CO 80260 

December 9, 2006   12:45 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10
Thornton, CO 80260

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10 , Thornton, CO 80260 

December 9, 2006   12:45 AM

Representative Mark Udall
U.S. House of Representatives
240 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Udall,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10
Thornton, CO 80260

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10 , Thornton, CO 80260 

December 9, 2006   12:45 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10
Thornton, CO 80260

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10 , Thornton, CO 80260 

December 9, 2006   12:45 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Stiltner
8910 Fox Dr #10
Thornton, CO 80260

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Vaughan
2223 Southwood , Jackson, MS 39211 

December 9, 2006   12:44 AM

Senator Trent Lott
U.S. Senate
487 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Vaughan
2223 Southwood
Jackson, MS 39211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Vaughan
2223 Southwood , Jackson, MS 39211 

December 9, 2006   12:44 AM

Senator Thad Cochran
U.S. Senate
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cochran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Vaughan
2223 Southwood
Jackson, MS 39211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Vaughan
2223 Southwood , Jackson, MS 39211 

December 9, 2006   12:44 AM

Representative Chip Pickering
U.S. House of Representatives
229 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pickering,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Vaughan
2223 Southwood
Jackson, MS 39211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Vaughan
2223 Southwood , Jackson, MS 39211 

December 9, 2006   12:44 AM

Senator Thad Cochran
U.S. Senate
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cochran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Vaughan
2223 Southwood
Jackson, MS 39211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Vaughan
2223 Southwood , Jackson, MS 39211 

December 9, 2006   12:44 AM

Senator Trent Lott
U.S. Senate
487 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Vaughan
2223 Southwood
Jackson, MS 39211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Vaughan
2223 Southwood , Jackson, MS 39211 

December 9, 2006   12:44 AM

Representative Chip Pickering
U.S. House of Representatives
229 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pickering,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Vaughan
2223 Southwood
Jackson, MS 39211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr. , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 9, 2006   12:42 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr.
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr. , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 9, 2006   12:42 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr.
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr. , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 9, 2006   12:42 AM

Representative Jim Saxton
U.S. House of Representatives
2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Saxton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr.
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr. , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 9, 2006   12:42 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr.
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr. , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 9, 2006   12:42 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr.
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr. , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 9, 2006   12:42 AM

Representative Jim Saxton
U.S. House of Representatives
2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Saxton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Ponisciak
30 Nottingham Dr.
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE , Olympia, WA 98506 

December 9, 2006   12:40 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE , Olympia, WA 98506 

December 9, 2006   12:40 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE , Olympia, WA 98506 

December 9, 2006   12:40 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE , Olympia, WA 98506 

December 9, 2006   12:40 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE , Olympia, WA 98506 

December 9, 2006   12:40 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE , Olympia, WA 98506 

December 9, 2006   12:40 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St. , Seattle, WA 98118 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St.
Seattle, WA 98118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St. , Seattle, WA 98118 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St.
Seattle, WA 98118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St. , Seattle, WA 98118 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St.
Seattle, WA 98118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St. , Seattle, WA 98118 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St.
Seattle, WA 98118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St. , Seattle, WA 98118 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St.
Seattle, WA 98118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St. , Seattle, WA 98118 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Kreissl
4209 S. Findlay St.
Seattle, WA 98118

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harshad Vyas
539 Pointe of Oaks Road , Summerville, SC 29485-6211 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harshad Vyas
539 Pointe of Oaks Road
Summerville, SC 29485-6211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harshad Vyas
539 Pointe of Oaks Road , Summerville, SC 29485-6211 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harshad Vyas
539 Pointe of Oaks Road
Summerville, SC 29485-6211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harshad Vyas
539 Pointe of Oaks Road , Summerville, SC 29485-6211 

December 9, 2006   12:39 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harshad Vyas
539 Pointe of Oaks Road
Summerville, SC 29485-6211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St. , Portland, OR 97214 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St.
Portland, OR 97214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St. , Portland, OR 97214 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St.
Portland, OR 97214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Inskeep
RR2 , Worland, WY 82401 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Craig Thomas
U.S. Senate
307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Thomas,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Inskeep
RR2
Worland, WY 82401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Inskeep
RR2 , Worland, WY 82401 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Representative Barbara Cubin
U.S. House of Representatives
1114 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cubin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Inskeep
RR2
Worland, WY 82401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Inskeep
RR2 , Worland, WY 82401 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Mike Enzi
U.S. Senate
379-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Enzi,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Inskeep
RR2
Worland, WY 82401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St. , Portland, OR 97214 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St.
Portland, OR 97214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St. , Portland, OR 97214 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St.
Portland, OR 97214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St. , Portland, OR 97214 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St.
Portland, OR 97214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St. , Portland, OR 97214 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens St.
Portland, OR 97214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Inskeep
RR2 , Worland, WY 82401 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Mike Enzi
U.S. Senate
379-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Enzi,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Inskeep
RR2
Worland, WY 82401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Inskeep
RR2 , Worland, WY 82401 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Senator Craig Thomas
U.S. Senate
307 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Thomas,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Inskeep
RR2
Worland, WY 82401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Inskeep
RR2 , Worland, WY 82401 

December 9, 2006   12:38 AM

Representative Barbara Cubin
U.S. House of Representatives
1114 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cubin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Inskeep
RR2
Worland, WY 82401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII , VOLCANO, HI 96785 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Representative Ed Case
U.S. House of Representatives
115 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Case,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII
VOLCANO, HI 96785

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII , VOLCANO, HI 96785 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Senator Daniel Inouye
U.S. Senate
722 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inouye,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII
VOLCANO, HI 96785

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII , VOLCANO, HI 96785 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Senator Daniel Akaka
U.S. Senate
141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Akaka,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII
VOLCANO, HI 96785

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII , VOLCANO, HI 96785 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Senator Daniel Akaka
U.S. Senate
141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Akaka,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII
VOLCANO, HI 96785

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII , VOLCANO, HI 96785 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Senator Daniel Inouye
U.S. Senate
722 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Inouye,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII
VOLCANO, HI 96785

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII , VOLCANO, HI 96785 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Representative Ed Case
U.S. House of Representatives
115 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Case,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
EDWIN DOHERTY
1576 PA ALII
VOLCANO, HI 96785

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2 , Mountain View, CA 94040 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2
Mountain View, CA 94040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2 , Mountain View, CA 94040 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2
Mountain View, CA 94040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2 , Mountain View, CA 94040 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Representative Anna Eshoo
U.S. House of Representatives
205 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Eshoo,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2
Mountain View, CA 94040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2 , Mountain View, CA 94040 

December 9, 2006   12:37 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ivan Olsen
647 Victor Way , #2
Mountain View, CA 94040

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd , Harrisburg, PA 17104 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro , Malibu, CA 90265 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Representative Henry Waxman
U.S. House of Representatives
2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Waxman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro
Malibu, CA 90265

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd , Harrisburg, PA 17104 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd , Harrisburg, PA 17104 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Representative Tim Holden
U.S. House of Representatives
2417 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd , Harrisburg, PA 17104 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd , Harrisburg, PA 17104 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Representative Tim Holden
U.S. House of Representatives
2417 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Marisic
2213 Southfield Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro , Malibu, CA 90265 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro
Malibu, CA 90265

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro , Malibu, CA 90265 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro
Malibu, CA 90265

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro , Malibu, CA 90265 

December 9, 2006   12:35 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Manney
23210 Mariposa de Oro
Malibu, CA 90265

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway Apt. 6c, Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526 

December 9, 2006   12:34 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway
Apt. 6c
Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway Apt. 6c, Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526 

December 9, 2006   12:34 AM

Representative Major Owens
U.S. House of Representatives
2309 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Owens,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway
Apt. 6c
Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway Apt. 6c, Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526 

December 9, 2006   12:34 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway
Apt. 6c
Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway Apt. 6c, Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526 

December 9, 2006   12:34 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway
Apt. 6c
Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway Apt. 6c, Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526 

December 9, 2006   12:34 AM

Representative Major Owens
U.S. House of Representatives
2309 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Owens,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Gabriela Amari
125 Ocean Parkway
Apt. 6c
Brooklyn, NY 11218-2526

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St. , Duvall,, WA 98019 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Representative Dave Reichert
U.S. House of Representatives
1223 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Reichert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St.
Duvall,, WA 98019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne , Kirkland, WA 98034 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne
Kirkland, WA 98034

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne , Kirkland, WA 98034 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne
Kirkland, WA 98034

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St. , Duvall,, WA 98019 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St.
Duvall,, WA 98019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St. , Duvall,, WA 98019 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St.
Duvall,, WA 98019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne , Kirkland, WA 98034 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne
Kirkland, WA 98034

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St. , Duvall,, WA 98019 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St.
Duvall,, WA 98019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne , Kirkland, WA 98034 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne
Kirkland, WA 98034

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St. , Duvall,, WA 98019 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
meg cochrane
27318 NE 116th St.
Duvall,, WA 98019

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne , Kirkland, WA 98034 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne
Kirkland, WA 98034

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne , Kirkland, WA 98034 

December 9, 2006   12:32 AM

Representative Jay Inslee
U.S. House of Representatives
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inslee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Fiser
14366 109th ave ne
Kirkland, WA 98034

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave Wolff
3 Maple St. , Garden City, NY 11530 

December 9, 2006   12:31 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave Wolff
3 Maple St.
Garden City, NY 11530

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave Wolff
3 Maple St. , Garden City, NY 11530 

December 9, 2006   12:31 AM

Representative Carolyn McCarthy
U.S. House of Representatives
106 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCarthy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave Wolff
3 Maple St.
Garden City, NY 11530

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave Wolff
3 Maple St. , Garden City, NY 11530 

December 9, 2006   12:31 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave Wolff
3 Maple St.
Garden City, NY 11530

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave Wolff
3 Maple St. , Garden City, NY 11530 

December 9, 2006   12:31 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave Wolff
3 Maple St.
Garden City, NY 11530

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dave Wolff
3 Maple St. , Garden City, NY 11530 

December 9, 2006   12:31 AM

Representative Carolyn McCarthy
U.S. House of Representatives
106 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCarthy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dave Wolff
3 Maple St.
Garden City, NY 11530

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pam Green
58056 Quail , Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pam Green
58056 Quail
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd , jackson heights, NY 11372 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd
jackson heights, NY 11372

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pam Green
58056 Quail , Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pam Green
58056 Quail
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pam Green
58056 Quail , Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Representative Jerry Lewis
U.S. House of Representatives
2112 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lewis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pam Green
58056 Quail
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd , jackson heights, NY 11372 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd
jackson heights, NY 11372

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd , jackson heights, NY 11372 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Representative Joseph Crowley
U.S. House of Representatives
312 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Crowley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd
jackson heights, NY 11372

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Pam Green
58056 Quail , Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Pam Green
58056 Quail
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue , NYC, NY 10003 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue
NYC, NY 10003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue , NYC, NY 10003 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue
NYC, NY 10003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue , NYC, NY 10003 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Representative Jerrold Nadler
U.S. House of Representatives
2334 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Nadler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue
NYC, NY 10003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue , NYC, NY 10003 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
AK Gallaghre
45 First Avenue
NYC, NY 10003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd , jackson heights, NY 11372 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd
jackson heights, NY 11372

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd , jackson heights, NY 11372 

December 9, 2006   12:30 AM

Representative Joseph Crowley
U.S. House of Representatives
312 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Crowley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
teri Laverne
3329 Junction Blvd
jackson heights, NY 11372

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd , sedona, AZ 86336 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Representative Rick Renzi
U.S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Renzi,

Net Neutrality is paramount!!!!!!!

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd
sedona, AZ 86336

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane , Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd , sedona, AZ 86336 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

Net Neutrality is paramount!!!!!!!

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd
sedona, AZ 86336

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd , sedona, AZ 86336 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Representative Rick Renzi
U.S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Renzi,

Net Neutrality is paramount!!!!!!!

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd
sedona, AZ 86336

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd , sedona, AZ 86336 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

Net Neutrality is paramount!!!!!!!

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jana shiloh
100 El Camino Rd
sedona, AZ 86336

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane , Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane , Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Representative Henry Hyde
U.S. House of Representatives
2110 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hyde,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane , Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 

December 9, 2006   12:29 AM

Representative Henry Hyde
U.S. House of Representatives
2110 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hyde,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joshua Flack
1013 Hartford Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission
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