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December 15, 2006

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W,

Room TW-B204

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Notice of Oral Ex Parte Communication,
WT Docket No., 06-150 — Service Rules for the 698-746, 747-762 and 777-792

MHz Bands

Dear Madam Secretary:

CONSULTING ENGINEERS
AL1 KUZEHKANANI
LEILA REZANAVAZ

OF COUNSEHL
JOHN J McCAvoy*
J K. Hage \1It*
LEONARD S. KOLSKY"

HON. GERALD 5 MCGOWAN™

TAMARA DAVIS-BROWNY

*NOT ADMITTED 18 VA

Writer's Direct Dial
(703) 584-8661
drace@ifcclaw.com

In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Comumission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. Section 1.1206,
we hereby provide you with notice of oral ex parte presentations in connection with the above-
captioned proceeding. The meetings occurred on December 14, 2006 with the following:

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein and Barry J. Ohlson, Senior Legal Advisor

Office of Chairman Martin: Fred B. Campbell, Advisor for Wireless Issues

Office of Commissioner Tate: Aaron Goldberger and Ian Dillner, Legal Advisors

Office of Commissioner Copps: John Branscome, Legal Advisor

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau: Jimn Schlichting, Paul Murray, Blaise Scinto,

Wayne Leighton and Paul D”An

The meetings were attended by the undersigned on behalf of the Rural Cellular Association
(“RCA™). Also present at the meetings were John Burke, Commissioner, Vermont Public
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Service Board; and Christopher Campbell, Director of Telecommunications, Vermont
Department of Public Service.

The undersigned discussed positions as presented in RCA’s Reply Comments filed
October 20, 2006 in WT Docket No. 06-150, as summarized in the attached material that was
provided to Commussion personnel attending the meetings.

Sincerely,
/.
Daxid L. Nace

Counsel for Rural Cellular Association

cc: Best Copy and Printing, Inc. (by email)



 RURAL CELLULAR ASSOCIATION

Ex Parte Presentation on Service
Rules for the Lower and Upper




Smaller Service Areas are Needed
to Promote Service to Rural Markets

L RCA members about 90 natlonWIde

- need 700 MHz spectrum to deliver the
next generation of wireless services to
rural America.

= But under the Commission’s current

hcensmg plan with large regional service
areas it is very unlikely that any RCA
member would succeed in securing a
700 MHz license at the auction.




- RCA asks the Comm:ssmn to reconfxgure the

- Lower and Upper 700 MHz band plans to make
spectrum available with a variety of service
area sizes

= Of the various band plan possibilities the most
~important change in RCA’s view would be a

- change of Block B (704-710 MHz and 734- 740
MHz) in the Lower 700 MHz Band so that
licenses would be granted to serve the natlon s
734 Cel!ular Market Areas (“CMAs”) R



?. RCA have been able to agree upon a o
plan called the Balanced Consensus -
Plan” oo o e
ﬁ_- That plan prowdes for a mix of llcenses o
- of varylng snzes and geographlc reglons.jéx--



Strict Performance Requirements
Will Promote Use of the Spectrum

performance requurements based upon
the geographic area served by
licensees, with interim construction
requirements during the initial licensee

------.-,term for all 7“ I\/le Ilcenses to be



'_'-"-.'Ieast 25% of the hcense:area

By the three -year. ann'iversary of' Iicense grant the‘_‘llcensee_ m:us over at :,j;a;;;;ff.;f

.?:(2) By the f' ve-—year anm'versary of hcense grant the hcensee must cover at

_gjleast 50% of the Ilcense area'“ _' . . =

B ﬁ"_(3). By the esght—year annlversary of hcense grant the Iicensee must cover at

- ‘least 75% of the Ilcense area and - o o |

(4)' At the end ef the ten year Ilcense term the licensee must submit a map and:sz[_:’.'vz_ :
'suppor’cmg data to the Commlsswn depicting the areas ‘where reliable service ;s =

_l_--’-’_-prowded All unserved area rlghts would be forfeited by the hcensee and the
| -':-f_'_:__ﬁ_f._'-Commrssmn Would"rauc_tlon i;cen'ses_ for the unserved areas | Lo




Ll As to the frrst three benchmarks rf constructron occurs )
~ but is less than sufficient to meet the interim coverage

requirement, the licensee could retain a portion of its
license area and surrender its: rrghts to a portion of the
market as needed in order to meet the appllcable
benchmark. - |

= The surrendered area, preferab!y accordlng to entire
~counties, would become available for re-licensingto
'fj_i._:-:-?_-'f_‘others who have a business plan to serve the area. In_fli;jli‘i??:,‘f
:_.:_5.'];_'::5’[hIS way rural unserved areas need not remarn




Ll The Commlssmn should selze thls one-

time opportunity to adopt rules that best o
assure that ereless services of the most )

“advanced nature reach rural and
metropolltan areas alike.

= Both license service areas and .
performance requwements need to be
changed to achleve that goal |



