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State ofVermont
Department of Public Service
112 State Street
Drawer 20
Montpelier, vr 05620-2601
TEL: 802-828-2811

FILED ELECTRONICALLY
December 15, 2006

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Conununications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington DC 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 06-150- Ex Parte Presentations

Dear Ms. Dortch:

FAX: 802-828-2342
TrY VI: 800-734-8390

email: vtdps@state.vt.us
http://pubIicservice.vermont.gov/

On December 14,2006 Commissioner John Burke of the Vermont Public Service Board and I
had an ex parte meeting in the above-captioned proceeding with the following:

Commissioner Johnathan Adelstein and his Senior Legal Advisor, Barry Ohlson
Chairman Martin's Senior Legal Advisor, Fred Campbell
Commissioner Tate's Legal Advisors, Aaron Goldberger and Ian Dillner
Commissioner Copps' Legal Advisor, John Branscome
Wireless Telecom Bureau Staff Paul Murray, Blaise Scinto, Jim Schlichting, Wayne
Leighton, and Paul D'Ari

Also present was David Nace, Counsel for the Rural Cellular Association.

The attached summary of the comments made by state government parties from Vermont, North
Dakota, Nebraska, and Maine was discussed, as well as the attached map. Commissioner Burke
and I raised the argument that the harm to rural communities offailing to adopt high performance
expectations of prospective 700 MHz licensees outweigh any hypothetical harms that might come
from adopting high perfornlance standards. We also argued that use of high performance
standards, if used in combination with small license areas, would not necessarily produce less in
auction revenue than an auction under current rules for the bands, and might even produce greater
revenues at auction.

Sincerely,

Christopher C pbell
Director for Telecommunications

cc: Commissioner John Burke, Commissioner Johnathan Adelstein, Barry Ohlson, Fred
Campbell, Aaron Goldberger ,Ian Dillner, John Branscome, Paul Murray, Blaise Scinto, Jim
Schlichting, Wayne Leighton, and Paul D'Ari, David Nace.



Summary of VT/ND/NE/ME Comments 
Filed in Response to 700 MHz Service 

Rules NPRM 
(FCC 06-114)

WT Docket No. 06-150
CC Docket No. 94-102
WT Docket No. 01-309



Secondary markets are good, but FCC should not 
rely on secondary markets as substitute for keep-
what-you-use and license revocation. Licensees 
should demonstrate that they have sought to offer 
unused spectrum in secondary markets.

Secondary markets

Allow higher power for rural market areas in the 
upper 700 MHz band.

Flexibility in rural 
power output

Give ten year license term if Commission increases 
performance requirements and adopts keep-what-
you-use.

License Term

No expectation of renewal for licensees that don’t 
meet performance requirements.

Renewal criteria

Continue to support setting some of the 
spectrum for small license areas; also signed 
on to Balanced Consensus Band Plan letter.

Yes, license on CMA basis rather than EAG basis.  
In D block of upper 700MHz, license on MTA basis.

License additional 
spectrum over small 

service areas?

Actively reclaim unused portion of spectrum after 
allowing opportunity to perform.  Require those 
using geographic coverage performance to declare 
intended service areas and reclaim areas not 
intended to be served.

Keep-what-you-use

Would also support RCA position:  75% 
geographic coverage in eight years (25% at 
three years, 50% at five years).

Adopt requirement to provide coverage to 90% of 
population in service area within 8 years (50% 
within five years) or 75% of geographic area within 
eight years (40% within five years); financial 
penalties for non-performance.

Performance 
requirements

VT/ND/NE/ME Position in 
Reply Comments

VT/ND/NE/ME Position in 
CommentsIssue

Comments in response to FCC 06-114 filed by VT Public Service Dept, VT Public Service Board, VT Office of the CIO, ND Public Service 
Commission, NE Public Service Commission, ConnectME Authority, and ME Office of the CIO in WT Docket No. 06-150, CC Docket No. 

94-102, WT Docket No. 01-309.  Summary prepared by VT Dept. of Public Service.
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Approximate Broadband 
Availability in Vermont

Legend
Estimated Cable Modem Coverage 2005
Estimated Current DSL Coverage
Estimated Current WISP Coverage

Y Other WISP; coverage unknown

* Cable modem coverage is based on cable company annual report filings through 2005.  Non-Adelphia 
coverage does not include some post-2003 line extensions, but those not included are minor in extent.
* DSL coverage is through November 2006. DSL coverage includes ILEC and CLEC coverage areas.  
Verizon-area coverage is estimated and may over- or understate the geographic area served. 
*Wireless ISP coverages are radiofrequency propagation estimates, where available.  In some cases, 
approximate base station locations are shown where coverage estimates are not available.
Map Produced 12/13/2006


