
To whom it may concern,

 

my name is Sascha Krader.  I am a student at Portland State University:  I am also a DJ at our

student radio station and a reporter at our student newspaper.  When I graduate I will work as a

journalist. 

 

As such, questions of media freedom are important to me both on aesthetic and political grounds.

Radio owned by corporations tends to reflect more corporate, i.e. commercial, interests:  you can

hear a lot of stuff on my student station that you'd never hear on a Clear Channel station just because

it isn't lucrative.  It's important on an artistic level that we continue to have smaller radio stations, and

because of this I oppose greater media consolidation.

 

Worse, corporate-owned news stations and newspapers also tend to reflect a corporate bias.

Alternative and controversial viewpoints are much less likely to see the light of day in a corporate

news environment -- but alternative and controversial viewpoints are what the news media

desperately needs to portray.  An uninformed populace, or a populace which only knows one side of

the story, is not a populace equipped to deal with the decisions and problems which face us today.

 

America's independent media is already endangered enough.  Please support independent media by

rejecting this rule change:  we need less media consolidation, not more.


