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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C.  20554

In the Matter of )
)

Annual Assessment of the Status of ) MB Docket No. 06-189
Competition in the Market for the )
Delivery of Video Programming )

)

To: The Commission

Reply Comments of the Society of Broadcast Engineers, Inc.

The Society of Broadcast Engineers, Incorporated (SBE), the national association of broadcast

engineers and technical communications professionals, with more than 5,000 members world wide,

hereby respectfully submits its reply comments in the above-captioned Notice of Inquiry (NOI)

relating to video delivery marketplace competition.

I.  Long-Haul Truckers and RV Owners are Not an Underserved Market

1. In its comments to this proceeding, Clarity Media Systems, LLC ("Clarity") repeats the

inaccurate claim made in its applications for fixed Cable Television Relay Service (CARS1) base

stations in the 2,025–2,110 MHz TV Broadcast Auxiliary Service (BAS) band.  Specifically, Clarity

claims that long-haul truck drivers and the owners of recreational vehicles (RVs) are an "unserved and

underserved" market for the delivery of video programming.  Just as SBE demonstrated that this claim

was inaccurate, in its September 22, 2006, comments opposing the grant of the Clarity CARS

applications for "Trucker TV" base stations2, SBE now is forced to reiterate this point, rebutting the

Clarity comments in response to the NOI.

2. Fundamental to Clarity's request for multiple waivers of the Commission's Part 78 CARS Rules

to allow "Trucker TV" base stations is the claim that long-haul truck drivers, and the owners of RVs,

cannot obtain multichannel video program distribution (MVPD) when parked at travel plazas, or

while on the road, because it is impractical to install a direct broadcast satellite (DBS) receiving
                                                
1 Formerly the Community Antenna Relay Service; the CARS acronym was retained.
2 The comments were filed in response to Public Notice DA 06-1664, "Waiver Requests by Clarity Media Systems,

LLC to Operate CARS Stations at Flying J Travel Plazas," dated August 23, 2006.  Clarity proposed an initial
universe of ten Trucker TV base stations at Frazier Park, CA; North Salt Lake City, Utah; Ogden, UT; Rapid City,
SD; Blacksburg, SC; Waco, TX; Carmel Church, VA; Fairview, TN; and St. Lucie, FL.  However, Clarity also
indicated that eventually it would want to deploy such base stations at all of its 165 full-service travel plazas.
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antenna on a truck or RV.   As SBE documented in its Trucker TV opposition filing, and as repeated

here in the attached Figure 1 to its reply comments, there is a plethora of low-profile DBS receiving

antennas available for installation on trucks and RVs; many with automatic tracking capability.

3. In addition to the availability of DBS service, many truck stops are deploying the Idle Aire

system, which brings shore-based heating and cooling to the cabs of trucks parked at a truck stop,

eliminating the requirement for trucker's to keep their engines running while parked.  As shown in the

attached Figure 2, the Idle Air includes both MVPD and broadband Internet access.

II.  Clarity's Programming Would Be the Same Nation-Wide

4. Even if Clarity was granted the multiple and significant rule waivers required to allow Trucker

TV base stations, the five trucker-oriented "community access" channels proposed by Clarity would

not be locally originated at each travel plaza with a Trucker TV base station.  Rather their service

would be uplinked to a DBS satellite from a distant production point and then re-transmitted by each

Trucker TV base station.  Therefore this would not result in an area-specific programming service,

giving information about local road hazards or state regulatory policies applicable to each travel plaza,

but instead would result in a Nation-wide programming service.  Such programming would

accordingly be potentially available to any truck or RV equipped with a DBS antenna.  Moreover,

programming would most likely be available as one of the video feeds provided by an Idle Aire

MVPD.  Thus, by not locally originating programming at each travel plaza, Clarity foregoes any

possible public interest and public benefit justifications for a Trucker TV video distribution service in

the 2 GHz TV BAS band.

5. However, even should Clarity amend its pending CARS applications to include local

programming with significant public interest and benefit, their proposal would still need to be denied

based on the many technical deficiencies also pointed out in the September 22 SBE comments to DA

06-1664, and in the follow-up November 20, 2006, SBE ex parte comments to that public notice.
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III.  Summary

6. Clarity's MB Docket 06-189 comments are just as flawed as the claims made in its ten

applications for Trucker TV CARS base stations:  long-haul truckers and RV owners are neither an

unserved or underserved market, but rather have full access to DBS signals.  Further, at an ever

increasing number of truck plazas this group also has access to MVPD via the Idle Aire system.

List of Figures

7. The following figures have been prepared as a part of these SBE MB Docket 06-189 reply

comments:

1. Figure showing the availability of DBS antennas designed for installation on trucks and RVs.

2. Figure showing the Idle Aire system.

Respectfully submitted,

Society of Broadcast Engineers, Inc.

/s/ Chriss Scherer, CPBE, CBNT
SBE President

/s/ Dane E. Ericksen, P.E., CSRTE, 8-VSB, CBNT
Chairman, SBE FCC Liaison Committee

/s/ Christopher D. Imlay, Esq.
General Counsel

December 29, 2006

Booth, Freret, Imlay & Tepper
14356 Cape May Road
Silver Spring, Maryland  20904
301/384-5525
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