| think it's absolutely appalling that the media has been allowed to consolidate in such a way as to
restrict and selectively censor the news. Giant corporate interests are dominating the airwaves to the
detriment of Americans, and of American Democracy.

There has been a clear shift in the presentation of the news that disseminates predominantly far right-
wing neo-conservative views, and supports their treasonous agenda of war-mongering-for-profits, and
actively suppresses or dismisses opposing view points. The corporations that own the major media
outlets have a vested interest in supporting war because they profit directly from selling weaponry to
the government. So, they consistently cover up and diminish the facts that show the catastrophic
effects this war is having on our troops, on innocent Iraqgis, and on America. The facts are simply not
being reported in an unbiased and balanced manner. Under these conditions, democracy simply
cannot survive.

Media consolidation has negatively affected the quality of journalism, and has made it a shadow of
what it used to be. Giant corporations do not care about the quality of programming so much as the
bottom line, so they consolidate and centralize their news gathering organizations into cookie-cutter
pseudo-entertainment-news that does not inform, educate, or serve the public interest or democracy.

America is slowly disintegrating into Fascism thanks to big media consolidation. The corporations are
taking over, and unless media consolidation is stopped, there will be no saving our democracy.
Corporations are not people, and should not be given free reign to promote deceptive propaganda on
behalf or Organized Money in order to impose economic tyranny on Americans.

The trend toward media consolidation MUST be reversed--not simply held at current levels. The
consolidation at current levels constitutes a monopoly that promotes oligarchy not democracy. These
media monopolies must be dismantled. The trend towards rebuilding the telecommunications
monopolies must also stop if we are to have freedom of communication on the Internet.

Media must be inexorably separated from the influence of corporations that profit from War, because
they are inclined to manipulate the news, and other programming, in an attempt to sway public
opinion to support it whether or not it is warranted. Our country, and the world will never have lasting
peace so long as the Industrial Military Complex has influence over the major media outlets. New
rules and regulations should be put in place to restrict such corporations from ever owning any
interest or investments in media outlets.

In fact, regulations should be put in place so that media organizations must become and remain
freestanding entities that cannot be owned by other corporations (including their corporate officers),
or other organizations, so that they remain free of the influence of corporatism, politicization, and



militarization. Limits should also be reinstated on the ownership of media outlets to encourage
improvements in quality and content of news and other programming that serves the interests of the
communities in which they are located. Localism and diversity are the cornerstones of a democratic
media system, and we cannot afford to compromise them in any way. If we do, we will eventually end
up with a society that resembles George Orwell's '1984' or worse.

Limits on media consolidation have been a bulwark against the concentration of economic power in
the marketplace of ideas -- a critical part of balancing the public service mission of the media with
their private profit motive. Our democracy requires the free flow of information from a broad range of
diverse voices.

Any public policy seeking to protect diversity in the media must recognize the simple fact that
ownership matters. Media consolidation has already led to declines in local and minority ownership as
well as the homogenization of content in radio and television. Permitting cross-ownership of
newspapers and broadcast stations, or allowing further concentration in local television markets, will
only worsen the problems we already have.

When the FCC attempted to weaken and remove media ownership limits in 2003, millions of
Americans rose up in protest. Congress and the courts ultimately intervened to turn back that
misguided regulatory process.

Now that these same rules are being reconsidered, the FCC should stand firm with the public against
further concentration of media ownership in the hands of the few. A vote against media consolidation
is a vote for democracy.



