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Office of the Secretary

Federal communications Commission
Attention: CGB Room 3-B431

445 12" St. SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Petition for exemption from the closed captioning rules whereby
compliance with the rules will result in an undue burden.

To Whom it May Concern:

Water Lion Media, LLC respectfully submits this petition requesting
exemptions from closed captioning requirements under the
Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R 79.1.based on the undue burden
standard and regulation.

Overview:

Water Lion Media, LLC was formed in 2002 with the sole purpose of
producing an outdoor television show titled “Time on the Water”. The
show features co-owner Frank Hyla in an educational and
entertaining 30 minute program featuring Bass fishing in the Midwest.
We produce 13 new episodes each year that air during the 1% quarter
(13 weeks) on Comcast SportsNet Chicago and UNP 14 Madison,
Wisconsin. We purchase the airtime and sell the advertising space.
Water Lion Media, LLC has two managing Partners, Frank Hyla and 1.
Water Lion Media has no full or part-time employees as Frank nor |
draw a salary from the production of “Time on the Water” ag wé both ~




are employed full time, the management and production is entirely on
our free time without pay.

Closed Captioning Cost:

We have asked that our distributors bear the cost of closed
captioning but those requests have been denied. We have solicited
quotes from vendors around Chicago with Chicago Captioning
offering the most cost effective solution at $275 per episode. To have
these services would add an additional $7150.00 annually to our
operating costs.

Production Schedule:

As mentioned above Frank and | are responsible for the entire
management and production of the program. Frank is the on air host
and personality; he is also responsible for advertising sales. | am
responsible for the camera and all post production which includes
commercial spots for our sponsors in addition to the 13 episodes of
the program. Frank and | work full time and do not collect a salary
from Water Lion Media, LLC.

Financial:

Our operating costs for this year 2006 will exceed $54,300.00 while
our Sales Revenues are only $35,000.00. Personal and bank loans
subsidize the remaining operating costs. The additional $7150.00 will
only increase our business debt and add tremendous time and
energy to our post production requirements. We had a Net business
loss of -$17,418.00 in 2005.

Alternatives:

We will develop graphic elements that we will utilize within the
program each week to reinforce the key data in educational
information such as location, equipment, weather, time and date, etc.
We have since added a closed caption sponsorship package to our
Media Kit which we're aggressively seeking support in our sales
process. We will have an overview of each episode with pivotal
information located on our website which will reinforce and support
the program. We will promote the website within the program.

Summary:




Water Lion Media, LLC is still in its infancy slowly maturing through
the start up phase. This is our third season of producing the show:

Time on the Water and we’ve experienced positive growth every year

with increased sponsor interest, viewer ship, distribution and sponsor
support. With that being said it’s still not a profitable business nor
does it provide any sort of income for Frank and |. Our production
cost increase every year with the need to maintain and upgrade our
equipment. The cost to purchase the airtime will increase as we aim
to expand our distribution. Closed Captioning cost will stymie our
growth by adding to our already increasing operation and production
costs. It is our intention to grow the business and completely comply
with FCC closed captioning regulation by 2010.

Thank you for considering our program for exemption, | greatly
anticipate your response.

Regards

Wy

Scott Zebell
Managing Member
Water Lion Media, LLC




U.S. Return of Partnership Income

, ending

« 1065
Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

For calendar year 2005, or tax year beginning _ ____________
P _See separate instructions.

OMB No. 1545-0099

2005

Name of parinership
WATER LION MEDIA, LLC

A Principal business activity

VIDEQ PRODUCTION

Use the
IRS

D Employer identification no.

Number, street, and room or suite no. If a P.O. box, see the instruckions.

E Date business started

B Principal product or service | label.

PROGRAMING Other- 3/512002

C Business code number wise, City or town State Z2IP code F Total assets (see the
print instructions)

512100 or type. 1L 60527 $ 65,098|

G Check applicable boxes: {1) |___| Initial return  (2) D Final return  (3) D Name change (4) D Address change  (5) D Amended return

M [x] cash @[] Accrual

H Check accounting method:

(3) D Other (specify) W

| Number of Schedules K-1. Attach one for each person who was a partner at any time during the tax year

Caution. Include only trade or business income and expenses on lines 1a through 22 below. See the instructions for more information.

1a Gross receipts or sales 1a 46,868 ;
b Less returns and allowances 1b o 1c 46,868
2 Cost of goods sold (Schedule A, line 8) . 2 31,200
@| 3 Gross profit. Subtract line 2 from line 1c 3 15,668
g 4  Ordinary income (loss) from other partnerships, estates and trusts (attach statement) 4 0
£1 5 Netfarm profit (loss) (attach Schedule F {(Form 1040)) . 5 0
6 Net gain {loss) from Form 4797, Part Il line 17 (attach Form 4797) 6 0
7  Other income ({loss) (atfach statement) 7 0
8 Total income (loss). Combine lines 3 through 7 8 15,668
_.| 9 Salaries and wages (other than to partners} (less employrment credits} 9 0
£110 Guaranteed payments to partners 10 0
® 111 Repairs and maintenance 11 0
£ 112  Bad debts 12 0
*: 13 Rent 13 0
% 14 Taxes and I|censes 14 0
. 2115 Interest Co N A | 1,768
E 16a Depreciation (if requrred artach Fon'n 4562) : 16a 15,877 fp
" £| b Less depreciation reported on Schedule A and elsewhere on return 16b 0 16¢ 15,877
?_é_ 17 Depletion (Do not deduct oil and gas depletion.) 17 0
8 18 Retirement plans, etc. .o 18 0
o |19 Employee benefit programs 19 0
B
(20 Other deductions (attach statement) 20 15,443
21 Total deductions. Add the amounts shown in the far right column for lines 9 through 20 21 33,086
22 Ordinary business income {loss). Subtract line 21 from line 8 22 -17.418
Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge
and belief, it is rue, comect, and complete. Daclaration of preparer (other than general partner or limited liakility company member) is based on ail
S : information of which preparer has any knowledge.
]gn May the [RS discuss this return with
the preparer shown beiow (see
Here } instructions)? Yes D N°|
’ Signature of general partner or limited lability company member manager Date —
Preparer's Date Check if Preparer's SSN or PTIN
Paid signature seff-employed P E
Preparer's | cicys name (or yours JACK A. LEVINE CPA en_ >
Use Only | if selfemployed), 331 QUADRANGLE DRIVE Phong no.
address, and ZIP code BOLINGBROOK State IL ZIP code 60440

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, se¢ separate instructions.
(HTA)

Form 1085 (2005




Affidavit

6

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this the 299" day
of November, 2007, personally appeared Scott Zebell in his capacity
as owner and managing member of Water Lion Media LLC, the
petitioner in the forgoing petition for Close Captioning Exemption, and
being by me duly sworn oath deposes and avers that all statements
and representations made in the Petition are true and accurate in
substance and fact.

%//ﬁ’/ 4/% [ ZL-C K.

“Bcott Zebell Date

Officia! Seal
Sharon S Marzano
Notary Public Siate of lllinois
My Commission Expiras 10/18/200%

W 22l2ecl




