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Office of the Secretary
Federal communications Commission
Attention: CGB Room 3-B431
445 1i h St. SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Petition for exemption from the closed captioning rules whereby
compliance with the rules will result in an undue burden.

To Whom It May Concern:

Water Lion Media, LLC respectfully submits this petition requesting
exemptions from closed captioning requirements under the
Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R 79.1.based on the undue burden
standard and regulation.

Overview:
Water Lion Media, LLC was formed in 2002 with the sole purpose of
producing an outdoor television show titled "Time on the Water". The
show features co-owner Frank Hyla in an educational and
entertaining 30 minute program featuring Bass fishing in the Midwest.
We produce 13 new episodes each year that air during the 1sl quarter
(13 weeks) on Comcast SportsNet Chicago and UNP 14 Madison,
Wisconsin. We purchase the airtime and sell the advertising space.
Water Lion Media, LLC has two managing Partners, Frank Hyla and I.
Water Lion Media has no full or part-time employees as Frank nor I
draw a salary from the production of "Time on the Water" a,p we both



are employed full time, the management and production is entirely on
our free time without pay.

Closed Captioning Cost:
We have asked that our distributors bear the cost of closed
captioning but those requests have been denied. We have solicited
quotes from vendors around Chicago with Chicago Captioning
offering the most cost effective solution at $275 per episode. To have
these services would add an additional $7150.00 annually to our
operating costs.

Production Schedule:
As mentioned above Frank and I are responsible for the entire
management and production of the program. Frank is the on air host
and personality; he is also responsible for advertising sales. I am
responsible for the camera and all post production which includes
commercial spots for our sponsors in addition to the 13 episodes of
the program. Frank and I work full time and do not collect a salary
from Water Lion Media, LLC.

Financial:
Our operating costs for this year 2006 will exceed $54,300.00 while
our Sales Revenues are only $35,000.00. Personal and bank loans
subsidize the remaining operating costs. The additional $7150.00 will
only increase our business debt and add tremendous time and
energy to our post production requirements. We had a Net business
loss of -$17,418.00 in 2005.

Alternatives:
We will develop graphic elements that we will utilize within the
program each week to reinforce the key data in educational
information such as location, equipment, weather, time and date, etc.
We have since added a closed caption sponsorship package to our
Media Kit which we're aggressively seeking support in our sales
process. We will have an overview of each episode with pivotal
information located on our website which will reinforce and support
the program. We will promote the website within the program.

Summary:



Water Lion Media, LLC is still in its infancy slowly maturing through
the start up phase. This is our third season of producing the show:
Time on the Water and we've experienced positive growth every year

with increased sponsor interest, \/iewer ship, distribution and sponsor
support. With that being said it's still not a profitable business nor
does it provide any sort of income for Frank and I. Our production
cost increase every year with the need to maintain and upgrade our
equipment. The cost to purchase the airtime will increase as we aim
to expand our distribution. Closed Captioning cost will stymie our
growth by adding to our already increasing operation and production
costs. It is our intention to grow the business and completely comply
with FCC closed captioning regulation by 2010.

Thank you for considering our program for exemption, I greatly
anticipate your response.

Scott Zebell
Managing Member
Water Lion Media, LLC
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Before me, the undersigned authority, on this the 1-1-\i~V day
of November, 2007, personally appeared Scott Zebell in his capacity
as owner and managing member of Water Lion Media LLC, the
petitioner in the forgoing petition for Close Captioning Exemption, and
being by me duly sworn oath deposes and avers that all statements
and representations made in the Petition are true and accurate in
substance and fact.

'§cMyJl

Offkial Seal
Sharon SMarzano

Notary Public State of Illinois
My Commission Expires 10118/2009


