28.January.2007

“Media Ownership Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. Docket 06-121”

Chairman Kevin Martin,

My name is Amber Parlee and I am a senior at Augustana College,
currently enrolled in a Speech Communications class (SP350: “Issues in
Broadcasting”). Recently, our curriculum raised discussion about the review
of some of the FCC’s rules, one of those concerning the Dual Network Ban.
As you know, this prohibits any one of the four major news networks from
merging (ABC, CBS, FOX, NBC). They are allowed to commonly own
multiple broadcast networks, but nothing more. This seems to be a fairly
reasonable preventative measure regarding the media’s ability to control the
public’s thought processes. But I find it hard to believe that these four major
networks actually have significantly large impacts on the news stories
broadcast by one of the smaller networks they own. Therefore, I think that
raising the Dual Network Ban would not be detrimental (if not beneficial) to
the production of television on locally produced programming.

In Rock Island, Illinois, I find it hard to believe that each smaller news
stations larger respective network has a significant say in what news is
broadcast each day. I believe it is important, moreover, to make sure that the
correct research is done regarding this rule as well. Many people fear that
lifting the Dual Network Ban would cause these larger companies to all
combine, to control the public’s thoughts, leaving no variation in television
broadcasts. In viewing my local news, I like to see what is going on in my
town, near my apartment. I like to be informed about the community I live
in, as well as see some of the major happenings around the U.S. and the
World every so often too. My local news stations are always providing stories
about the area I live in, along with something about national news.

My hometown is Rockford, Illinois, and even though Rockford is
roughly four times the size of Rock Island, I still get quality news about
events in my community and near my family’s home. I do not feel that ABC,
CBS, FOX, and NBC affect my communities local news stations negatively
enough to fear that lifting the Dual Network Ban would encourage these
large networks to merge (with intentions of “controlling our thoughts”). I do
not believe media to be the enemy, out to manipulate everyone’s minds into

thinking the same way, or the way in which a specific network believes we
should.



I do realize that people have concerns and believe that news stations
are strongly controlled by their larger owner networks, but much of this may
be due to the fact that many of the people responding to this issue could be
from larger cities. Where small town news would be almost impossible to
report. For example, Chicago is a very large city, and there are an enormous
number of neighborhoods. It would be impossible to talk about a local high
school’s service trip to a retirement home to help make Christmas cards.
Whereas, in smaller cities and towns, people do get news about the local high
school kids service projects and activities. I think the demography of the
complaints and issues raised about lifting the Dual Network Ban needs to be
considered (as well as the types of programming that are being referred to).

Secondly, another reason that lifting the Dual Network Ban has
become so controversial is due to the problem with the Prometheus Radio
Project. Their pirated radio station was in violation of the rules set by the
FCC. A license must be obtained in order to transmit a radio show, and that
rule concerns everyone, from the large television networks like ABC and
NBC, to the smallest of radio networks like WAUG here at Augustana
College. Those involved in the Prometheus Radio Project believed this to be a
personal attack on their ability to freely express themselves, when in fact, the
FCC was obviously just making sure that the public does not receive
Inappropriate or completely inaccurate information. In an October 2003
Chicago Tribune article, Leon Lazaroff described the incident, making the
FCC sound like savages, running in and taking the pirated station’s
transmitter. But police were also present, which they would most likely not
have been, had the radio show not been illegally broadcast. Therefore, many
concerns rose by such intrusions into our so-called “freedom of expression” or
diversity, are simply not valid.

Ultimately, I agree with the FCC’s intentions of lifting the Dual
Network Ban. Although concerns that perhaps these larger networks would
combine for negative reasons may be valid, they are not entirely valid or
significant enough to prevent the ban from being lifted.

Sincerely,

Amber Christine Parlee
2900 8 % Ave. Box #12
Rock Island, IL 61201
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