
CITY OF SJlIUNGFlELD, ILLINOIS

M.4.lll{MAlIONI.~

~LDltRMo\.JIl-W Attll t'l

December 14,2006

Chairman Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street $W .
Room #86"20'\
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Internet Access for our Economy

Chairman Manln~

With many proposals that are brought before our city council we have to view
each Initiative with the many perspectives rangIng from the econornic impact to
our businesses to how it oan impact OUf schools.

The Fed~ral Oommlmics.tions Commission is currently holding a pr()posal that
would grant free univ9n~al broadband to all Americans. From the pE'r$peetive of
the sm~t1 buslnsl\ises to our $chools this proposal would benent the entire
community.

GrantH'lg tree broadband to the entire community could Qreatly enhance the
education that is provided by our schools, Everyone of our students deserves
the opportunity to have increased access t<1 the world of opportunity that exists.
through the Intemet.

Small businesa owners f~ce many challenges in making their businesses
succeed, Unfonunately many of them, especially those just starting out don't
dedicate precious resources to internet access.

Small business owners need the internet for an array of daily activities, inciudiJ1g
marketing. The Internet is espeCially valuable to companies like retailers. In the
2"'; quarter of this year alone, internet retail gales totaled $2·6.3 billion. Those
who are unable to get affordl!lble internet access forego valuable Opportunities
and potential revenue.



For the !'Jtl.ldents, t6f1Ch~f8, small oVfltne!'ges and lhl'l sntir& ccmmuni1¥ I hope
your ,~ommi"slon wlll support !l1e propoBlilI \l1a1 will ~rllnt trAp. imivers!ll

l:lfoodtJand to averyone,

Sincerely,

"mtMXl'/I1 oJtlf) ><,£'(1._-­

Mark Mahoney
Alderman WEIrd G

COl1lmi[;sioner T,\to

Commiftsiooe\' Mcl1ol1Vell

Kalhy Seidel, A(:tjng Chiel', Wilde.~' l~u!~~M




