CTITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

MarX MAHONEY
ALDERMAN -~ WARD G

December 14, 2006

Chalrman Kevin Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Room #8B8-201

Washington, DC 205654

RE: Internet Access for our Economy
Chalrman Martin:

With many proposals that are brought before our city council we have to view
each initiative with the many perspectives ranging from the economic impact to
our businasses ta how it can impact our schools.

"The Federal Communications Commigsion is currently holding a proposgal that
would grant free universal broadband to all Americans. From the perspective of
the small businesses to our schools this proposal would beneft the entire
community.

Granting free broadband to the entire community could greatly enhance the
aeducation that is provided by our schogls. Every one of our students desarves
the opportunity to have increased accaess to the world of opportunity that exists
through the intemet. :

Small businese owners face many challenges in making their businesses
succeed. Unfortiunately. many of them, especially those just starting out don't
dedicate precious resources 10 interret access.

Small business awners nead tha internet for an array of daily activities, including
marketing. The internet is especially valuable to companies like retailers. In the
2™ quarter of this year alone, internet retail sajes totaled $26.3 bilion. Those
who are unable to get affordable internet access forsgo valuable opportunities
and potential revenue.
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Eor the students, isachers, amall businesses and the entire community 1 hope
your sommission will suppori the proposal thal will grant free universal
hroadband to PVeryane.
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