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 PCIA – The Wireless Infrastructure Association1 (“PCIA”) submits these comments in 

response to the Petition for Declaratory Ruling submitted by T-Mobile USA, Inc. (“T-Mobile), 

and Sprint Nextel Corporation (“Sprint”) (collectively “Petitioners”).2  PCIA supports the 

Petition, which requests that the Commission clarify the validation procedures in the number 

porting process by specifically limiting the customer validation requirements to four fields.  As 

discussed below, the public interest will be advanced by removing uncertainty for carriers, which 

in turn, will streamline the porting process benefiting the wireless industry and consumers.   

PCIA agrees with Petitioners that the Commission should issue a ruling to clarify the 

information required to port numbers to that which is necessary to validate customer information.  

The ability to port numbers delivers consumer choice and demand for multiple services and 

providers.  The critical component and benefit of porting is its seamless rapid changeover.  The 

wireless industry has set the standard for porting and in general the port and activation for 

wireless-to-wireless ports is completed within two and half hours.3  Consumers expect this kind 

of service and anything less is unjustified. The efficiency of the process is critical to its success.   

The current number porting process between wireless and wireline carriers is not efficient. 

                                                      
1 PCIA is the trade association representing the wireless telecommunications infrastructure industry.  
PCIA’s members own and manage more than 65,000 telecommunications towers and antenna facilities that 
support wireless services across the country.  
2 See Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by T-Mobile USA, Inc and Sprint Nextel Corporation, filed on 
December 20, 2006 (“Petition”). 
3 See Petition at 4. 



Local exchange carriers (“LECs”) require more data than necessary, and that can delay number 

activation by up to a week.4  As a result, consumers are not satisfied and less inclined to port 

numbers, which acts as a barrier to maximizing competition among wireless providers.   

Petitioners’ request offers a simple solution that will provide a great deal of value.  By 

clarifying the amount of validation data required to that which is necessary for porting, the 

process will be significantly faster and easier for the public.  A more rapid porting process fosters 

consumer choice and industry competition, two critical factors to the public interest in 

telecommunications services.  PCIA respectfully requests that the Commission grant Petitioner’s 

request for the benefit of the industry and consumers.   
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4 See Petition at 2. 


