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(a) Exemption from taxation

An organization described in subsection (c) or (d) or section 401 (a) shall be
exempt from taxation under this subtitle uniess such exemption is denied under
section 502 or 503.

(b) Tax on unrelated business income and certain other activities

An organization exempt from taxation under subsection (a) shall be subject to
tax to the extent provided in parts II, III, and VI of this subchapter, but
(notwithstanding parts II, III, and VI of this subchapter) shall be considered an
organization exempt from income taxes for the purpose of any law which refers
to organizations exempt from income taxes.

(c) List of exempt organizations

The following organizations are referred to in subsection (a):

(1) Any corporation organized under Act of Congress which is an
instrumentality of the United States but only if such corporation-

(A) is exempt from Federal income taxes-

(i) under such Act as amended and supplemented before July
18, 1984, or

(ii) under this title without regard to any provision of law which
is not contained in this title and which is not contained in a
revenue Act, or

(B) is described in subsection (i).

(2) Corporations organized for the exclusive purpose of holding title to
property, collecting income therefrom, and turning over the entire amount
thereof, less expenses, to an organization which itself is exempt under this
section. Rules similar to the rules of subparagraph (G) of paragraph (2S) shall
appiy for purposes of this paragraph.

(3) Corporations, and any community chest, fund, or foundation, organized
and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, testing for public
safety, literary, or educational purposes, or to foster national or international
amateur sports competition (but only if no part of its activities involve the
prOVision of athletic facilities or equipment), or for the prevention of cruelty
to chiidren or animals, no part of the net earnings of which inures to the
benefit of any private shareholder or individual, no substantial part of the
activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to
influence legislation (except as otherwise provided in subsection (h)), and
which does not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or
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distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf of (or in
opposition to) any candidate for public office.

(4)

(A) Civic leagues or organizations not organized for profit but
operated exciusively for the promotion of social welfare, or local
associations of employees, the membership of which is limited to the
empioyees of a designated person or persons in a particular
municipality, and the net earnings of which are devoted exclusively to
charitabie, educational, or recreational purposes.

(B) Subparagraph (A) shali not apply to an entity unless no part of the
net earnings of such entity inures to the benefit of any private
shareholder or individual.

(5) Labor, agricultural, or horticultural organizations.

(6) Business leagues, chambers of commerce, real-estate boards, boards of
trade, or professional footbali ieagues (whether or not administering a
pension fund for footbali players), not organized for profit and no part of the
net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or
individual.

(7) Clubs organized for pleasure, recreation, and other nonprofitable
purposes, substantialiy ali of the activities of which are for such purposes and
no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private
shareholder.

(8) Fraternal beneficiary societies, orders, or associations-

(A) operating under the lodge system or for the exclusive benefit of
the members of a fraternity itself operating under the lodge system,
and

(B) providing for the payment of life, sick, accident, or other benefits
to the members of such society, order, or association or their
dependents.

(9) Voluntary employees' beneficiary associations providing for the payment
of life, sick, accident, or other benefits to the members of such association or
their dependents or designated beneficiaries, if no part of the net earnings of
such association inures (other than through such payments) to the benefit of
any private shareholder or individual.

(10) Domestic fraternal societies, orders, or associations, operating under
the lodge system-

(A) the net earnings of which are devoted exclusively to religious,
charitable, scientific, literary, educational, and fraternal purposes, and

(B) which do not provide for the payment of life, sick, accident, or
other benefits.

(11) Teachers' retirement fund associations of a purely local character, if­

(A) no part of their net earnings inures (other than through payment
of retirement benefits) to the benefit of any private shareholder or
individual, and

(B) the income consists solely of amounts received from public
taxation, amounts received from assessments on the teaching salaries
of members, and income in respect of investments.

hUp://www.law.comell.edu/uscode/html/uscode26/usc_sec_26_00000501----000-.html

Page 2 of21

12/28/2005



STATE OF ALABAMA

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

TO THE HONORABLE WALKER HOBBIE, JR., JUDGE OF PROBATE OF
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, ALABAMA:

Pursuant to appropriate resolutions required by the laws of

the State of Alabama and The United Methodist Church, we the

undersigned J. Neil Anderson, Mrs. lIartwell Davis, Drayton N.

Hamilton, Fontaine Howard, Parker A. Narrows, W. K. Upchurch, Jr.,

William B. Moore, and Mrs. Charles Smith, having been duly elected

Trustees of The First United Methodist Church of Montgomery, Alabam

and desiring to incorporate said Church under the provisions of the

laws of Alabama, and The Discipline o~ The United Methodist Church,

do hereby, within thirty (30) days of the date of our election,

file in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Montgomery County,

Alabama, the following Certificate of Incorporation:

I

The name of the Corporation shall be The First united Methodi.

Church of Montgomery, Alabama.

II

The location and the principal office of this Corporation

shall be in Montgomery County, Alabama.

III

There shall be at least three (3) and not more than nine (9)

trustees, and they shall serve terms for a period of three (3)

years as provided in The Discipline of The united Methodist ~hurch,

or until their successors have been duly elected and qualified.

Trustees shall be eligible to succeed the.sel.... All

woet,11,11 cw'otMr cOQ!~.·r~ of ....1 ·~':~;;,'~i\eA:2~~:/;I,;'::; ;'<,'/00%i1

M "'~.. h. U .. "",<;o<>ut. _ "nd " ....... '" tM doal~

or vice-chairperson of the board of trustee. and by the secretary

or treasurer of said board. As used herein, chairperson shall

also mean the president, vice-chairperson shall also mean vice-

president, and the board of trustees shall also mean board of

directors and such designations are interchangeable.
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IV

The duration of this Corporation shall be perpetual, or

until dissolved in accordance with law.

V

This shall be a non-profit corporation and no stock will

be issued.

VI

The Corporation shall support the doctrine and shall be

sUbject to the laws, usages and ministerial appointments of The

United Methodist Church as from time to time established, made

and declared by the lawful authority of said Church.

VII

(a) It shall be the object and purpose of this Corporation

to acquire, own, manage 'all property and estate, both real and

personal, of sald Church and to transact all temporal affairs in

connection therewith.

(b) The Corporation shall have the power to acquire, hold,

administer, distribute or dispose of real and personal proper~y

and may take, receive and acquire property by gift, devise or

bequest and hold, own, administer, use, distribute and dispose

of such property for the advancement, promotion, extension or

maintenance of such causes and objects as may be prescribed by

The Discipline and in conformity with all lawful conditions

imposed by the donor. The Corporation shall also have the power

to erect and maintain buildings for the worship of God, for

training in Christian faith and conduct and to acquire or build

and maintain and dispose of residences for the use and occupancy

of its ministers. It may sue or be sued. It shall have the power

to collect and contract debts, to acquire, transfer or othervl..

deal in corporate securities and to pledge or mortgage its pro­

perty to secure debts and contracts, to issue bonds, to execute

deeds, mortgages or deeds of trust, and may exercise such other

powers as are incident to not for profit tax exempt corporations,
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whether herein enumerated or not.
,"~I (\, ,I ,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto subscribed our names

as Trustees on this the day of ________, 1980.

J. NEIL ANDERSON

MRS. HARTWELL DAVIS

DRAYTON N. HAMILTON

FONTAINE HOWARD

STATE OF ALABAMA

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

)
t
)

PARKER A. NARROWS

W. K. UPCHURCH, JR.

WILLIAM B. MOORE

MRS. CHARLES SMITH

I, the District Superintendent of the Montgomery District of

the Alabama-North Florida Conference of The United Methodist Church,

having jurisdiction over the Montgomery area in which The First

United Methodist Church of Montgomery is located, and hereby certify

that I have read the foregoing articles ~f incorporation and that

the same conforms to the requirements of The Discipline of The

United Methodist Church.

DONE this the day of __________, 1980.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
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l'ill' ili)!l1l' InlS"li)llS tlro~':r;lIl1S Impact thousands of lives both
imid ...., ;llH.J oursidc Llll' (oll1ll1unit:,. Appalachia projects, the Hen­
(1....'rsol1 Scttk'I1ll'lH in kentucky, and the !\lethodisr Children's
Home in Sdma art SOI1le of the efforts. Methodist Colleges such
;IS I-lulHingdon College and Birmingham Southern College recei"\'e
fll1<1l1cial and scholarship SUppOH from the church, It is rare indeed
to find a volunteer roster of any local charity that does not include
the names of First United Methodist volunteers. A multitude of
community service organizations receive financial help from the
church budget and from Sunday School classes,

No more than a decade after Alabama became a state, settlers
gathered to hear sermons in a small church that \vould eventually
become Court Sneet l\,/lethodist Church. The church's original
building, located Jt the present site of the Federal Building, \Vas
erected by a combined group of Baptists, Presbyterians, and I\1eth­
odisEs. The i\..1ethodisEs assumed sole ownership of Ehe building
in 1829 and assigned their first minisEer, the Revered Benjamin
HoughEOl1, fron1 The .i\1ississippi Conference. The church nOt
only served the community but also ministered to passengers of
steam boats traveling the Alabama River and mooring in Mont­
gomery in the 1830s.

The ensuing years broughr many renovations and grear
membership growth. In 1835 the congregation builE a 40 x 60
feet building and named it Court Sneer Methodist Church. The
church remained in that building until 1853 when construction
\vas begun on a brick building. At this time the frame building
was given to the black community and became Old Ship Church,
\vhich was moved to Holcombe at Mildred streers. The bond be­
tween the twO churches has remained sHong and combined wor­
ship services are held each year. Representations of the brick meet­
ing house are shown in several small panes of the stained glass win­
dows of the present sanctuary of First United Methodist Church.

In 1931 the church reached a significant milestone. The con­
gregaEion decided to sell rhe Court Sneet site to the federal gov­
ernment and move to the Cloverdale section of Monrgomery.

Forming sErong family bonds among its members was one of
the top priorities of the church at its inception and remains One of
Ehe most imponant for more than Ehirry people presently on sEaff
ar First United IvlethodisE Church.

Although the spectacular faciliries are more rhan accommodat-

ing today, the first several mCCEings in rhe s::U,UU;ll": I

on the congregaElon's commitment to one :l!1Ulh,-,r, l;t:I\\

the ease or convenience of meeting in a comfort:lhl,- hiilL

exterior of the sancruary \\..-as completed ir~ 19JR, hUl I\c\ ,Ii I

the church's commiElnem to build on a pdy-a.S-YOll--::(! I
the rime of the great depression, it was difficult EO P:i." 11 Hill'

tire endeavor and rhe imerior was far from being f-inislll"\l i I

worship services in the present sanctuary were held \\il h :,II
the floor, homemade benches, and canvas over the \\'illd(l\\ 'I

ings. The worship setEing was often sprinkled with sC<lH~d\illl '

rhe nave and chancel. The structure's interior \vas l10t U lI1 II d, I,

and the \\'indows were not installed until 1941, and bel:III", "I

wartime conditions, mosr furnishings :md carvings were ;l( ill, l I

later.
In 1952 the fellowship hall was completed, followed In

education building in 1961, and a total renovarion of all clllilc I,

buildings in 1989, Construction on "J:lesley Hall began in ] ')'1 1

and "vas complered in 1996. The present church plant, incillilil

structures, furnishings, equipmem, and land, is considered !( I I,

one of the most beauriful churches in UniEed l\1erhodislll. '1'1](
entire facility, valued at $25 million has come to the me III h.... I \ "I

Firsr United MeEhodist church debt-free through the sacrilll Lli I.,

bors oflove of the church family.
Still a fl.agship enrity in the city of I\1ontgomery, First Ll llll , \ I

Methodist Church's beautiful facilities serve as an anchor r~ll .1

strong and stable Cloverdale Historic Disrrict. Ranked anHlIl;..', III,

top United Merhodist churches in the world in terms OfSlllHLI\
school attendance, the mission of first United 1'v1ethodist (:Iltlll i i

continues to involve supporting chariEies Ehat meet the spirillLlL
physical, and emotional needs of all humankind. There arc mi.']
nventy-one adult Sunday School classes and each class carril':-' Pill

community project every year.
The Adult Choir, direered by Jack Horner, and rhe Adult

Ensemble, directed by Linda Gill, present special rnusicll pnl;)1

mances in addition to regular panicipation in worship stTvic...."".
They also sing for weddings and concerts and deliver a stanJill~

room only Christmas program, incluciing an orchestra playing:l
mix of seasonal music each year. The Cathedral in the Pines an­
nual concert series includes appearances b;.... guesrs musicians \\'!1o
perform sacred, classical, and popular repertoire, The musical pr,

U J CtIring community of belie~ers!growinJ;



sentations of First United Methodist Church are likely to include a
wide variety of musical styles including jazz, vocal, contemporary,
and traditional favorites.

The staff of First United Methodist Church share a common
goal of creating a loving, Christian atmosphere for all members,
beginning with the children placed in their care. Members of the
nursery staff understand the importance of offering consistency
to parents and children by employing regular nursery attendants
and presenting silent pagers to parents who need them. 'When ba­
bies grow into children, they move into an area of the church that
teaches the Bible in fun, exciting ways. Through Sunday School
classes and Children's Church, a ministry for children ages three
through first grade, they can pray together, sing, listen to Bible
stories, and participate in other activities that enhance the Bible
lessons. Second graders are invited to attend a five-week study en­
titled, "God's Children in Worship," a special study of the seasons
of the year, the Sacraments, finding and following hymns, Bibli­
cal symbolism, and using good manners in God's house. Vacation
Bible School educates approximately 500 children and is held for
a week each June and is centered around a fun and exciting theme
that is taught through Bible Stories, crafts, music, snacks, recre­
ation, projects, and fellowship.

Parents are comforted by the fact that their children will be
prayed for by name each week of the year. A gtoup of women
called Mothers-In-Prayer meet monthly and are charged with pray­
ing for each child in the church on a weekly basis.

Each year sixth graders attend confirmation classes and become
full church members at an inspirational confirmation service fol­
lowing months of srudy.

Afrer graduating from First United Methodist Church's stimu­
lating children's ministry, pre-teens and teenagers experience an
incredible youth program designed to guide them in a nurturing
fellowship for spirirual growth and to strengthen their faith for
years to come. Youth leaders offer the youth a plethora of service
opportunities on local, national, and international levels. In addi­
tion to the many mission trips sponsored by the youth ministry,
young people in the church also help build houses in Appalachia
and are encouraged to participate in the great Day of Service and
Rebuilding Together workdays. The Great Day of Service involves
all age groups in the church and includes activities such as home
repair and yard work for the elderly, visiting home- bound church
members, and giving gifts to new mothers.

The children and youth are not the only groups on the move;

senior citizens at First United Methodist Church operate under
the motto, "We have promises to keep and miles to go before we
sleep," a statement eloquently penned by the great American poet,
Robert Frost. Nee Nee Webb is the director of senior adult min­
istries and supervises an incredibly active group of church mem­
bers. First United Methodist Church explains the role of its senior
adults. Many are leading covenant groups, teaching Sunday school
classes, serving as chairpersons for committees and work areas,
participating in administrative board meetings, and volunteering
their time and service to many ministries sponsored by the church.
They also find time for fun and fellowship! The Extra Years of Zest
(XYZ) program provides many opportunities of service for the el­
derly.

Today, First United Methodist Church of Montgomery is a
center for work, worship, and fellowship that continuously strives
to bring citizens of Montgomery into contact with one another
and into a closer relationship with God. Members of the church
who strive to this end are making a difference, not only among
the immediate church family, bur also in the world at large. Those
who have claimed First United Methodist Church as their home
of Christian fellowship have discovered a powetful way not only to
become an active part of the city of Montgomery, but also to reach
far beyond the city limits. The only reason a person attending First
United Methodist Church would ever want to leave would be to
tell others about the wonderful fellowship and powerful ministry
going on within this church family.

The First United Methodist Church strives to live by the words
of its vision statement. The pastors, staff, and congregation want
the world to know that open and welcoming arms are extended to
all people who want to experience and share that transforming love
ofJesus Christ. To God be the Glory!

First United Methodist Church, 2416W Cloverdale Bank,
Montgomery, AL 36106-1908, 334-834-8990,Jax: 334-834-4333.

First United
Methodist Church
of Montgomery



The objective of Mothers' Morning Out and First
School is to ofter loving care in a developmentally
appropriate environment for the whole child.
Thus nurturing their physical, social and spiritual
development.

Mothers' Morning Out is open to children
between the ages of 3 months and 2 1/2 years.
It is operational Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 9:30am until 1:15pm.

First School is open to children ages 3
through 5. It is operational during the same
hours and days of Mothers' Morning Out; plus
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30am until
12:00pm.

Early Childhood
Development Center

The Early Childhood Devdopment Center is a
nonprofit child care mini!)try which seeks to meet
the needs of working parents of young children
in a Christian environment.

The center is open to children six weeks of
age through timr years old. It is operational year­
round, Monday through friday, trom 7:30am
until 5:30pm.

Mothers' Morning Out
& First School
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Youth Fellowship

First United Methodist Church of Montgomery is
called to be a caring community of believers, faith­
fully sharing the transforming love of Jesus Christ
for all people through worship, witness and service.

~RST IN COMMITMENT...



Prayer Groups
Senior Adult Activities

• Supper duhs

... and much mord

The music ministry is called to bring praise and
honor to God ,1S

we \\'orship

togcther. This is

accomplished

through C(l!lllllit·
ted persons of ,111
ages who lise

their God-gil'CIl

abilities ill the

sen'ic..: or l11usic.

The tllusic pro­

gram includes tile f()!Iowing opportllnitil·s

C.uhedral and dlapcl choir

Adult and Youth ensemhle

Youth choir
(:hildr..:n's choirs (':;yrs (,til gl-.I,k'

Hell choirs

Instrull1ent'll enscmhks

One of our primary tasks is

carrying out the Great
Commission ()f(:hrist_ \Ve

support that goal through
outreach in eHi-lrts sHch as:

Hahirat tilr Humanit\-',

Partners in cducation,

Christmas in April,

MAeOA, Nellie Burge,

and Missionaries. These arc

just a few!

~RST IN COMMUNITY...

[fi;RST IN MUSIC. ..

Youth
Program

The purpose of

youth ministry at

First Methodist is to
help young people
in f(mning a day-to­

day relationship

with TeSllS Christ.
We seek to do this

through a \"ariety of

programs and aeti\i­

tics that rdIe([ the

<lhundant lire th.H kstls orrers. I'rogf<lIl1S include:

• Sunday School
• Mission Projects

MYf
Bible Studies

l)iscipkship (if(lUPS

Adult Program

Through care, nurture, education and kll()wship,

the programs of our church seek to transti.mn the

lives of every person '",ho comes through our doors

There is a wide variety of opportunities ti.lr

adults to
grO\\ ill their

( :hristian

hith.

We ofkr
t",'Crything

from Sumb~'

schoo] to

Bible Studies,
<;piritllal

gnlwth

groups to supper clubs, singles Jdi,-itics to a

wonderfully vihr,lllt Senior adult progr,tm

• SumLn' School

• Disciple Bibk Stud\ ii, II, lITi

• Co\'t.'llant (;roups
first I'LlCl'

There is.1 plan~~ ti.,r e\'ery child in our (hllrch's kl­

lmvship. Our o\-ljective is to guide children in their
.1\\'areness and ulllkrstanding of God .1S revealed in

jrsus Christ. Opportunities include:

Sunday School
• Children's Church

ELi\{O

i\Iissi()\1 ()pportunities

V.lcation Bihle School
• (:hildn:n '<; (:h()irs

... ,ltK\ much more'

Children's Program

N ursery Program

First United Methodist

Church is delighted to

welcome you and your
child into our mtrS(TY

program. It is our glK11

to always provide a 10\'

ing, Christian atmos·

phere f()r all children

placed in our care.

~RST IN FAMILY...

K,ul K. Steg,all

Sincerely,

~.T~

A .\J,\.\/lJTC fi'om our

\,.;;:ni' .\fil'listct:..

J l' .' \ let hndist is dedicated to

,h ;H, 'I, ,dthe Christian raith.

1<> bring (;lory to God

d;l Ilis presenct.'. Through

"",', (:hrist to this (ommuni­

,,1.1 I ;'''''If',I, "rn-ict.' we seek to be

\\,

First United Methodist Church Welcomes You!

,,1-<',.;

i In 1i!j.~'>i",

I, liMit'" ¥i-'r'"

(j 'I', IllE>,\, in need.

'. "" "j. I, " 1Il'II'\'d 11l,1kc us a \'ital

"h' .1'll":' 1111 111,\11\" I'rograills and activities

i" II' III II I <Il, \ "III ('hristian t:lith.

y,,!! .11< 1:1\llrd to) (Dille and hl' ,1 part of this

C\citing., caring

community of

bdit'HTS who ;In.:

,:olllmitted to

t:lithfully sharing

the trans!lxl11in!!

love of !csus

( :hrist!

\
/V~'~i}'H'f~" IH·.i \1>1\<'\1 .\kthoJist Chu~ch.

W1" I'!o:MH \,,,, 1" ~_Il"" IlllTC IS a plact' tor
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