Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Advanced Television Systems and MB Docket No. 87-268
Their Impact Upon the Existing
Television Broadcast Service

N N N N N

To: Office of the Secretary

REPLY COMMENTS OF GILMORE BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Gilmore Broadcasting Corporation (“Gilmore”), licensee of digital television station
WEHT-DT, Evansville, Indiana (Facility ID 24215), hereby submits reply comments in
response to the Seventh Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the above-referenced
proceeding.’ For the reasons provided herein and in the attached Engineering Statement of
Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C. (“Everist Statement™) (Exhibit 1), Gilmore respectfully
requests a change in the post-transition digital channel allotment for Station WEHT from
Channel 25 to Channel 7.

WEHT currently is broadcasting over analog Channel 25 and out-of-core digital
Channel 59. The Station constructed and licensed its Channel 59 facilities with the intention of
providing a digital television service that replicates its analog service area. Because its initial
DTV allotment was an out-of-core channel, the Station was obligated to elect its in-core
Channel 25 allotment for post-transition digital operations. The Station is seriously concerned,
however, that it will not be able to reach its entire analog viewing audience when operating
digitally on Channel 25 at the 50 kW power level currently proposed in the DTV Table of

Allotments. As explained in the attached Declaration of Douglas Padgett, President and Chief

! Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact Upon the Existing Television Broadcast Service, MB Docket No.
87-268, Seventh Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 06-150 (rel. Oct. 20, 2006).



Operating Officer of Gilmore (Exhibit 2), the Station has received numerous reports from
viewers that are able to receive WEHT’s current analog signal over the air, but that are not able
to receive the Station’s digital signal. Many viewers also complain that, although they are able
to view the digital signals broadcast by the other Evansville stations, they cannot receive
WEHT-DT.?

Unfortunately, WEHT-DT cannot rectify the situation by simply increasing its power on
digital Channel 25 because it is hampered by the co-channel DTV allotment proposed for
WRTV-DT, Indianapolis, Indiana. As demonstrated in the Everist Statement, however, WEHT-
DT could ensure coverage to its existing analog service area and significantly improve spectrum
efficiency by changing its post-transition DTV allotment from Channel 25 to Channel 7.
Specifically, by operating on DTV Channel 7 at an ERP of 10 kW, WEHT-DT could serve
796,553 people. By contrast, WEHT-DT’s operation on DTV Channel 25 at the FCC’s
proposed ERP of 50 kW would serve only 633,943 people. Moreover, WEHT-DT’s operation
on Channel 7 would eliminate all interference to WRTV-DT’s post-transition digital operations.
Indeed, on DTV Channel 7, WEHT-DT would neither cause interference to nor receive

interference from any other station.

2 Since January of 2006, the Station has received over 30 written complaints of this nature. During this time
period, the Station also has received numerous phone calls from viewers reporting problems receiving WEHT’s
digital signal.



Accordingly, Gilmore respectfully requests a change in the proposed DTV Table of
Allotments to specify WEHT-DT’s use of Channel 7 at Evansville. Granting this request would
allow WEHT-DT to provide service to a considerably greater number of over-the-air viewers,

eliminate interference, and improve spectrum efficiency.

Respectfully submitted,

GILMORE BROADCASTING CORPORATION

By: /sl
John M. Burgett
Martha E. Heller
WILEY REIN LLP
1776 K Street NW
Washington, DC 20006
202.719.7000
Its Attorneys

February 26, 2007
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EXHIBIT 1

ENGINEERING STATEMENT
ON BEHALF OF
GILMORE BROADCASTING CORPORATION
LICENSEE OF
WEHT-DT, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA
DTV CH. 7 10 KW ND ERP 315 METERS HAAT
REPLY COMMENTS TO
SEVENTH FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING

MB DOCKET NO. 87-268

FEBRUARY 2007

COHEN, DIPPELL AND EVERIST, P.C.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

RADIO AND TELEVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C.




COHEN, DIPPELL AND EVERIST, P. C.

City of Washington )
) ss
District of Columbia )

Donald G. Everist, being duly sworn upon his oath, deposes and states that:

He is a graduate electrical engineer, a Registered Professional Engineer in the
District of Columbia, and is President, Secretary and Treasurer of Cohen, Dippell and
Everist, P.C., Consulting Engineers, Radio - Television, with offices at 1300 L Street, N.W.,
Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20005;

That his qualifications are a matter of record in the Federal Communications
Commission;

That the attached engineering report was prepared by him or under his supervision
and direction and

&

......

That the facts stated herein are true of his own knowledge, except such fac‘tsia are.. ¢

\A > S

stated to be on information and belief, and as to such/facts he believes themgﬁf)‘,@é\iruqf
G. Everist L
District of Columbia- . "~

Professional Engineer -
Registration No. 5714

ﬁﬁy of [Btrean 2007,
p D)

%ﬁary Public / '
My Commission Expires: % % /2005




Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C.

WEHT, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA PAGE 1

This engineering statement has been prepared on behalf of Gilmore Broadcasting
Corporation, (“Gilmore”), licensee of WEHT(TV), Evansville, Indiana. The purpose of this
engineering statement is to accompany a filing in response to the Seventh Further Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, MB Docket No. 87-268 (“SFNPRM™)* Appendix B of the SFNPRM the
FCC’s proposed table of allotments for DTV post-transition operation.

On FCC Form 381, WEHT elected to operate its post-transition DTV station at maximized
facilities as authorized by the license (FCC File No. BPLCDT-20011207AAL).

In FCC Form 382, WEHT(TV) specified its NTSC channel, Channel 25 for final
post-transition DTV operation. Exhibit E-1 provides the service area based on Longley-Rice
methodology. It now appears that any effort by the station to improve service via a significant
power increase under the current rules will be greatly hampered by the WRTV-DT co-channel
operation in Indianapolis, Indiana. WRTV-DT operates on Channel 25 with an ERP of 898 kW and
an HAAT of 294 meters. WRTV-DT in the SFNPRM is shown to operate on Channel 25 with 898
KW at 294 meters.

There appears to be a unique solution whereby WEHT-DT can change channels, operate with
a modest ERP, and increase service area and not cause any interference.

Therefore, WEHT hereby requests the following post-transition parameters as designated in

the proposed DTV Table of Allotments which are:

4|n the Matter of Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact Upon the Existing Television Broadcast
Service,” pertaining to MB Docket No. 87-268, released October 20, 2006.



Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C.

WEHT, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA PAGE 2

Proposed DTV Table of Allotment Data

DTV Antenna Coordinates
CH. ERP HAAT 1D NAD 27 Area
kW meters Sq. km
25 50 DA 301 74975 37°51'57"N 17,964
87°34'04"W
Population
Percent
Total Interference Net Interference
Coverage Received Coverage Received
633,943 2,506 631,437 0.4

Contributes 0.03% interference to WRTV-DT
Exhibit E-2 provides the coverage based on Longley-Rice methodology.
The requested DTV parameters and associated data for post-transition based on the non-

directional channel 7 WEHT-DT maximized facilities are as follows:

Requested Facility

DTV Antenna Coordinates
CH. ERP HAAT 1D NAD 27 Area
kw meters Sq. km
7 10 315 ND 37°51'57"N 26,596
87°34' 04"W
Population
Percent
Total Interference Net Interference
Coverage Received Coverage Received
796,553 482 796,071 0.06

No interference caused to any other station.

Exhibit E-3 provides the coverage based on Longley-Rice methodology.



Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C.

WEHT, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA PAGE 3

To further support that the requested WEHT-DT post-transition facilities will have no
impact, an interference study (see Table I) has been performed which takes into consideration and
includes the proposed WEHT-DT non-directional channel 7 facilities and all station certifications
as designated in the SFNPR. Based on this Longley-Rice study, the WEHT-DT non-directional
channel 7 post-transition operation does not receive and causes no unacceptable new interference
beyond that currently received and caused by the certified WEHT-DT facilities.

The Longley-Rice study of predicted interference caused by the proposed non-directional
WEHT-DT post-transition facilities requested herein has been performed using a version of the
Longley-Rice program as described in OET Bulletin No. 69 (February 6, 2004) and the Public
Notice, “Additional Application Processing Guidelines for Digital Television (DTV)” (August
1998). The FCC’s FORTRAN-77 code was modified only to the extent necessary (primarily
input/output handling) for the program to run on a Windows98/Intel platform. Comparison of
service/interference areas and populations indicates that this model closely matches the FCC’s
evaluation program. Best efforts have been made to use data and calculations identical to the
FCC’s program. Any slight differences are attributable to compiler, operating system and/or
processor characteristics. The effect of any variance in calculated population values versus the
FCC’s program is minimized when differencing a given model’s results, such as calculating new
interference as total interference less baseline interference. Any variance effect is further reduced
when using ratios of calculated population values such as measuring the incremental population
affected as a percent of the total population served. The model employs the Longley-Rice

propagation methodology and evaluates in grid cells of approximately 4 km? terrain data sampled



Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C.

WEHT, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA PAGE 4

approximately every 1.0 km at one degree azimuth intervals with 2000 census centroids based on
the information contained in the FCC engineering database released February 23, 2007 representing

all post-transition DTV operations in Appendix B of the SFNPRM.
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EXHIBIT 2




DECLARATION OF DOUGLAS A. PADGETT

1. I am the President and Chief Operating Operator of Gilmore Broadcasting
Corporation, licensee of Station WEHT-DT, Evansville, Indiana (“WEHT” or “the
Station™).

2. WEHT currently is broadcasting over analog Channel 25 and out-of-core digital
Channel 59. The Station constructed and licensed its Channel 59 facilities with the
intention of providing a digital television service that replicates its analog service
area.

3. The Station has received numerous reports from viewers that are able to receive
WEHT’s current analog signal over the air, but that are not able to receive the
Station’s digital signal. Many viewers also have complained that, although they
are able to view the digital signals broadcast by the other Evansville stations, they
cannot receive WEHT-DT.

4. Since January of 2006, the Station has received over 30 written complaints of this
nature. During this time period, the Station also has received numerous phone calls
from viewers reporting problems receiving WEHT’s digital signal.

5. Asaresult of these complaints, | am seriously concerned that the Station will not
be able to reach its entire analog viewing audience when operating digitally on
Channel 25 at the 50 kW power level currently proposed in the DTV Table of
Allotments.

6. | hereby declare under penalty of perjury that, to the best of my knowledge,
information, and belief, the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: February 26, 2007

DA

Douglas A. Padgett




