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March 5, 2007 57739-000020

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

FFederal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 06-150 (Service Rules for the 700 MHz commercial bands); WT
Docket No. 06-169 (700 MHz Guard Band NPRM).

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On Mazxch 2, 2007, representatives of multiple parties supporting the Balanced Consensus
Plan for the 700 MHz commetcial spectrum band met with Fred Campbell and Jim
Schlichting of the Commission to discuss the above-referenced proceedings. The parties
and their representatives weze: (1) MetroPCS Cormumunications, Inc. (*MetroPCS”),
tepresented by Mark Stachiw, Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary and
Carl Notthrop and Michael Lazarus of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP; (2) United
States Cellular Corporation (“US Cellular™), represented by George Wheeler of Holland &
Kaight, LLP; (3) Aloha Partners, L.P. (“Aloha Partners”) represented by Tom Gutierrez
of Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chartered; and (4) Corr Wireless Communications,
LLC (“Corr Witeless”) represented by Don Evans of Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC
(collectively, the “Parties™).

The oral presentation in this meeting was consistent with the pleadings and ex partes filed
on behalf of MetroPCS, US Cellular, Aloha Partners, and Corr Wireless in the above-
referenced proceedings. In addition, the Parties made the points that (1) the AWS auction
was a great success and should form the basis for the forthcoming auction procedures for
the 700 MHz commercial auction; (2) the commencement date for the 700 MHz auction
should not be advanced by too great a period of time from statutory deadline of January
28, 2008; (3) the experience in the AWS auction confirms that combinatorial bidding is
not required to enable applicants to assemble larger blocks of contiguous spectrum or
licenses in adjacent territories; (4} the construction requirements for 700 MHz licensees
should remain consistent with the requitements used for AWS licensees; and (5) the
application filing deadline for the 700 MHz auction should come at least six months after
the 700 MHz band plan is set, the auction procedures are finalized, and pertinent
proceedings affecting adjacent bands have been resolved. In addition, the Parties
expressed opposition to the Broadband Optimization Plan.
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A copy of the Balanced Consensus Proposal, filed by 21 commenting patties on October
20, 2006 with the Commission, was distributed at the meeting, and is attached to this ex
parte.

This letter is being filed pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules. 47 C.F.R. §
1.1206.

Kindly refer any questions in connection with this letter to the undersigned.
Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Carl W. Northrop

Carl W. Northrop
of PAUL, HASTINGS, JANOFSKY & WALKER LLP

cc: (via email) Fred Campbell
Jim Schlichting
George Wheeler
Tom Gutierrez
Don Evans

LEGAL_US_E # 743975641



October 20, 2006

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Commumnications Comumnission
445 12th Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Balanced Consensus Proposal for Reconfiguring the 700
MHz Band Plans in WT Docket No. 06-150 (REVISED VERSION}

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Afier reviewing the initial Comments in this 700 MHz proceeding, and the many
common elements reflected in several alternative proposals offered by interested parties to re-
configure the Upper and Lower 700 MHz bands, the following entities have agreed upon and
hereby submit the enclosed balanced consensus 700 MHz band plan for the Commission’s
consideration.

The group supporting this Balanced Consensus Plan is extremely diverse, representing a
broad cross-section of small, mid-sized, regional and rural carrier interests, as well as the
interests of several states. The signatories are:

Alltel Corporation

Alcha Partners, 1.P.

Blooston Rural Carriers

C&W Enterprises, Inc.

ConnectME Authority

Corr Wireless Communications, LLC

Dobson Communications Corporation

Leap Wireless International, Inc.

Maine Office of the Chief Information Officer
MetroPCS Communications, Inc.

National Telecommunications Cooperative Association
Nebraska Public Service Commission

North Dakota Public Service Commission
Rural Cellular Association

Rural Telecommunications Group, Inc.

Union Telephone Company

United States Cellular Corporation

Vermont Department of Public Service
Vermont Office of the Chief Information Officer
Vermont Public Service Board

Vermont Telephone Company, Inc.



The supporters of this consensus proposal consider the attached plan to reflect a sound
and balanced approach that will provide for a mix of licenses of varying sizes and geographic
regions, which in turn will facilitate the competitive and rapid deployment of innovative wireless
services in the 700 MHz bands. The plan thus will advance the goals of promoting economic
opportunity and competition, and of disseminating licenses across a wide variety of applicants, -
expressed by Congress in Section 309()) of the Communications Act.

Thank you for your consideration.

s/

Glenn S. Rabin, Esq.

Vice President, Federal Communications Counsel
Alltel Corporation ‘

601 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 720

Washington, DC 20004

(202) 783-3976

Counsel for Alltel

Thomas Gutierrez, Esq.

Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chartered
1650 Tysons Boulevard, Suite 1500
Mclean, VA 22102

(202) 828-5470

Counsel for Aloha Partners, L.P.

John A. Prendergast, Esq.
Blooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens,
Duffy & Prendergast, LLP

2120 L Street, N.W.

Saite 300

Washington, D.C. 20037
202-828-5540

Counsel for The Blooston Rural Carriers
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Suzanne S, Goodwyn, Esq

Law Office of Suzanne S. Goodwyn
1234 Tottenham Court

Reston, Virginia

703-444-8804

Counsel for C&W Enterprises, Inc.

Daniel B. Breton
Chairman

ConnectME Authority

1 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0001
(207) 287-5660

ConnectME Authority

Donald J. Evans, Esq.

Fleicher, Heald & Hildreth, LLP
11th Floor

1300 N, 17th St.

Arlington, VA 22209

(703) 812-0430

Counsel for Corr Wireless Communications, LLC

Ronald L. Ripley, Esq.

Senior Vice President and General Counsel
14201 Wireless Way

Oklahoma City, OK 73134

{(405) 529-8376

Dobson Communications Corporation
Robert J. Irving, Jr., Esq.

Senior Vice President and General Counsel
Leap Wireless International, Inc.

10307 Pacific Center Court

San Diego, CA 92121

Leap Wireless International, Inc.
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Richard B. Thompson

Chief Information Officer

Maine Office of Information Technology
26 Edison Drive

145 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0145

207-624-8800

Maine Office of the Chief Information Officer

Roger D. Linguist, President, CEO and Chairman of the Board.
MetroPCS Cormmunications, Inc.

8144 Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 800

Dallas, Texas 75231

(214) 378-2928

MetroPCS Communications, Inc.

Jill Canfield, Esq.

Senior Regulatory Counsel, Legal & Industry
NTCA

4121 Wilson Boulevard

10th Floor

Arlington, VA

(703) 351-2020

National Telecommunications Cooperative Association

Shana Knutsen, Esq.

Staff Attorney

Nebraska Public Service Commission
300 The Atrium Building

1200 N Street

Lincoln, NE 68508

(402)471-3101

Nebraska Public Service Commission
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Tony Clark, President

Susan E. Wefald, Commissioner

Kevin Cramer, Commissioner

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard, Dept.408

Bismarck, NID 58505-0480

(701) 328-2400

North Dakota Public Service Commission

David L. Nace, Esq.

Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chid.
1650 Tysons Blvd., Suite 1500
McLean, VA 22102

703-584-8661

Counsel for Rural Cellular Association

Caressa D. Bennet, Esq.
Gregory W, Whiteaker, Esq.
Bennet & Bennet, PLLC

10 G Street, NLE.

Seventh Floor

Washington, DC 20002
(202) 371-1500

Counsel for Rural Telecommunications Group, Inc.
Shirley S. Fujimoto, Esq.

Kevin M. Cookler, Esq.

McDermott Will and Emery LLP

600 Thirteenth Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Counsel for Union Telephone Company
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James R. Jenkins, Vice President
United States Cellular Corporation
8410 Bryn Mawr

Chicago, IL 60631

(773) 864-3167

United States Cellular Corporation

Christopher Campbell
Telecommunications Director
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street

Montpelier, Vermont 05620-2601
(802) 828-4074

Vermont Department of Public Service

Thomas Murray

Chief Information Officer

Vermont Agency of Administration
133 State Street

Montpelier, Vermont 05633

(802) 828-4141

Vermont Office of the Chief Information Officer

John Bentley, Esq.

Staff Attorney

Vermont Public Service Board
112 State Street, Drawer 20
Montpelier, Vermont 05620-2601
{802) 828-2358

Vermont Public Service Board
Michel Guité

President

Vermont Telephone Company, Inc.
354 River Strest

Springfield, VT 05156

Vermont Telephone Company, Inc.
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BALANCED CONSENSUS 700 MHz BAND PLAN

Upper 700 MHz Band
777 792

147 762

CH. | CH. | CH. | CH. | CH. | CH
61 62 63 64 65 66

746 752 738 764 750 776 782 788 794 800 §06
Block Frequencies Bandwidth  Pairing Area Type  Licenses

C 747752, 777-782 10 MHz 2x5MHz CMA 734
b 752757, 782-787 10 MHz 2x5MHz EA 176
E 757-762, 7T87-792 10 MHz 2x5MBz EA 176
Lower 700 MHz Band
698 704 710 716 722 728 T34 740 746
A B

CH.52 | CH.53 | CH.54 | CH.55 | CH. 56

CH.57 | CH.58 | CH. 59

Block Frequencies Bandwidth  Pairing Area Type Licenses
A 698-704, 728-734 12 MHz 2x6MHz REAG 12
B 704-710, 734740 12 MHz 2x6MHz CMA ‘ 734

E  722-728 6MHz  unpaired  REAG 12
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