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Re: In the Matter of CenturyTel. Inc. Request for Waiver of 47 C.F.R. ‘ 6.1204(a)( 1

Dear Sir or Madam

On behalf of CenturyTel, Inc. we submit an original and four (4) copies of the above-
referenced Request for Waiver. Also enclosed is a completed FCC Form 159 authorizing credit
card payment in the amount $1,250. We have also filed a copy of this Request electromcally in
€S Docket 97-80.

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this matter.

\
\
l
Sincerely, }
\
\
\

es H. Barker _
Latham & Watkins LLP

Attachments

cC: Karen Brinkmann




- Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554
In the Matter of ) '
| ) -
CenturyTel, Inc. Request for ) CSR- : ' »
Waiver of 47 C.F.R. § 76.1204(a)(1) ) ' : '
, : )

To: Chief, Media Bureau
REQUEST FOR WAIVER

Pur;uant to Se;cti.ons 629(c) and 706 of the Telécommuniéationé Act 0f 1996, thé
Commission’s Orders,'and Sections 1.3, 76.7, and 76.l1207 of the ‘Commissmn’s Rules, Century
Tel, Inc. on behalf of its subsidiaries CenturyTel TeleVideo, Inc. and Ceﬁtufy'i‘el/Te_leview of
Wisconsin, Inc. _(togethef,- “CenturyTe]”) respectfully requests that the Commission grant a
Ii;ﬁited waiver of the “integration ban” requirement set forth in Section 76.1204(a)(1) of the

- Commission’s Rules. |

A waiver would allow CenturyTel to continue to place into service Jow-cost, limited-

function Motorola DSR 470 and refurbished DCT 2000 integrated set-top boxes after July 1, !
2007 and until February 17, 2009. Grant of the instant request will allow C%nturyTel to make
the capital expenditures necessary to transition to a di gital network capable F supporting multi- |

channel video ‘pro'gramming and other advanced services. The set-top box models covered by

this request, detailed specifications for which are provided in Exhibits A and B, are of the type
that the Commission has stated are most suitable for waiver, as they do not 1ncludé any of the

» ‘ ' ' \
~ following capabilities: high-definition (“HD”) output, multiple tuners, di git?l video recorders
| |




¢‘DVR™), or broadband Internet,access.] Furthermore, the CenturyTel cabl

the instant waiver request are small systems passing approximately 21,400}

communities in Wisconsin, lowa, and Colorado. Information about Centur)

systems and markets covered by this waiver request is set forth in Exhibit C.

the types of éystemé the Commission has recognized would have difﬁcu]fy
July 1, 2007 deadline.

Finally, CenturyTel has requested targeted relief that is limited in sg

achieve a migration to a digital network within a clearly-defined time frame.

CenturyTel’s requested waiver will benefit consumers and will not impede
Commission’s objective to foster a competitive market for navigation devid
waiver is in the public interest, is consistent with FCC precedent, and shoul

' THE COMMISSION HAS AMPLE AUTHORIT
TO WAIVE SECTION 76.1204(A)(1)

1.

Section 629(c) of the Telecommunications. Act of 1996 and Section
Commission’s Rules authorize the Commission to grant waivers of the inte
| CenturyTel’s waiver request is for low-cost, limited-capability devices as d

Commissioh’s Second Report and Order deferring the integration ban to Ju

e systems covered by
homies in small, rural -
yTel’s specific
These are‘precisely

in complying with the

opé and that will
Grant of
Congréss’s and -_the_
es. Therefore, the
d be granted.

Y

76.1207 of the
gration ban.

escribed in the

pyl 2007, and grant

of a waiver in this case would be consistent with that order’s waiver standafd Moreover,

_ Sectlons 1.3 and 76. 7 of the Commlssmn s Rules Justlfy the grant of Centu*yTel s waiver request

so that CenturyTel may continue to mlgrate its subscribers —the majority of]

~ cost-sensitive ~to a digital network by February 2009.

Y Commercial Availability of Navigation Dev:ces C5S Docket 97-80, Second Repon ang

6794,9 37 (2005) (“Second Reporz and Order™).

whom are extremely

Order, 20 FCC Red




Al Waiver Under Section 629(c) of the Telecommunications Aci

CenturyTel’s request éatiéﬁes the waiver standard contained in Sect]
Telecommunications Act of 1996 and Sccﬁon 76,1207 of the Cdmmissibn’:
629-(c) provides that waivers should be granted “to assist the development o
new or improved multichanne] video.programming or other éérvices offereq

{

' v1deo programming systems, technology, or products.’ »3

This justification i

here. Denial of the instant waiver request would require Substantial expend

CenturyTel’s systems and acquire new s'et-top boxes. Significant Investmer

top boxes that can continue to receive analog signals — an essential service §

small percentage of CenturyTel’s subscribers have transitioned to digital —
company of opportunities to develop and introduce new or improved multi-

programming and other services.

Customer price sensitivity is one of the most importaht factors impe

a digital cable system. The Commission has stated that the average cost to

 implementing the integration ban through CableCARD techno]ogy would b

3 per month per box,” that even this cost 1s 51gmf cant, s and that “we wish

the cost burden resu]ting from the ban on the public ....”®

47 C.F.R. § 76.1207.
47U.8.C. § 549(c).
Second Report and Order, 20 FCC Red. at 6805 927.

Telecommunications Act of ]996 Pub. L. No. 104- 104, §629(c) (codlﬁed as amendg

t of 1996

on 629(c) of the
s Rules, > Section

r introduction of a

| over multichannel
ndisputably is present
jtures to upgrade |

ht in CableCARD set-

riven that only a

will deprive the-

channel video

ding the transition to

consumers of

e approximately § 2 -

1 to piace as little of

Because the average U.S. home has

d at 47 U.S.C. § 549(c));

See COMMUNICATIONS DAILY, May 12, 2006, Vol 26, No. 92, at 6 (*[Commission atl‘omey Joseph) Palmore

conceded that the FCC[’s integration ban] solution could raise costs thai customers copld have to shoulder.
Asked by [Chief Judge] Ginsburg if those would be ‘significant,” Palmore said: ‘The Commission is quite

candid about that ....””).
Second Report and Order, 20 FCC Red. at 6807-08, ¥ 27
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2.5 televisions, costs to comply with the integration ban can begin to approach hundreds of

. dollars annually per household.”

Thus, fo.r these rc.asons, the continued deployment of low-cost set-top boxes for a limited
time is a critical component of Centurch}’s digital transition strategy. The markets in Which
CenturyTel providés covefage havé seen very low take-up rates for digital ervices.s_ Low-cost
set-top boxes, such as the DSR 470 and DCT 20@0, are esseﬁtia] to help iré sition éosbsenéitive
customers to a di gital platform, and particularly in rural areas, tb persuade ‘ xiéting digital
c'ustom.tlars to obtail‘l‘set-t,op boxes for all of their televisions. Furthermore, entury’fé] needs to
be able to providelz? low-cost option to compete against the two direct broadcast satellite _ |
(“DBS”j providers,ﬁi‘DIRECTV and Echo.star, which offer limited-function, ow-cost devices and
" are not subject to the integration ban.’- |

In this regard, there is no quesﬁon that compliance with the FCC integration ban by July |
1, 2007 would require CenturyTel to make sizeable, short-term expenditures to upgi'ad'e its .
headendé aha purchase Cab]éCARD boxes that cah pass ,b_oth analog and digi
CenturyTel already ilas an inventory §f DSR 470 set-top boxes. The DSR 70 is no longer
manufactu'red' it relies on p‘ropn'eta.ry t'echnology, and the DSR 470 is the orly séf-tOp box that a
B HITS Qu1ck -Take systern will-accept. When purchased, the DSR 470 cost FenturyTe] $225 per

box: Requiring CenturyTel to comply with the integration ban by July 1, 2?07 would necessitate

investments to upgrade systems to HITS. Quick-Take P]us _and .expenditure% to 'acqmre new DCH

7 Statistical Abstract of the United States, U.S. Census Bureau at Table 1111 (2007), available at:
htp:/fwww.census.gov/prod/2006pubs/07statb/infocomm. pdf.

Take-up rates for digital services among CenturyTe] customers remain low: 16.9% in Casco, WI; 18.2% in New
Franken, WI; 0 in Randolph, WI; 0 in Platteville, WI; 8.7% in Thorp, WI; 13.9% in P stv:]]e 1A; 29, 3%
Eagle, CO. For further information about CenturyTel’s systems, see Exhibit C.

DBS operators are not subject to the integration ban, despite their support for a limited range of navigation
devices. Imposing the additional costs of a CableCARD requirement on CenturyTel during the digital transition
will hinder CenturyTel’s ability to invest in new technologies and further place the company at a compentwe
disadvantage relative to national DBS providers. :




200 Cab]eCARD Vboxes, which will work with -Quick-'I“ake Plus.'® In additi

inventory of DSR 470 boxes, which it planned to roll out until Fcbruai'y 204
worthiess as they would not be compliant with the integration ban. Notwith

of upgrading its systems to HITS Quick-Take Plus to support a CableCARI

expensive CableCARD box which can pass both analog and digital signals,

on, CenturyTei’s

19, would be
Istanding the expense
D ready box, the least

the DCH 200, costs

\ :
$245. Grant of a waiver would allow CenturyTel to deploy its existing inventory of DSR 470

boxes before upgrading to HITS Quick-Take Plus, and then to purchase the

refurbished DCT

2000 set-top box, which can pass both digital and analog sigﬁa]s, and which will cost CenturyTel

approximately $90. The DCT 2000 is an essential component of C;anturyTel’s strategy to

transition its customers to digital packages.

Denial of CenturyTel’s waiver request would require significant expenditures to purchase

new $245 DCH 200 sét—top boxes, which would result in considerable cost jncreases for the .

consumer. Speciﬁca]ly, compliance with the integration ban likely would require a $ 4 per

month increase in the cost of the basic cable package and an increase in the

set-top box rental fee

of appfoximately $ 4 per month. Compliance with the ban would translate into an average

increase in cost for a CenturyTel subscriber of $ 120 per year."

19

CenturyTel’s Casco, Wisconsin system illustrates the point. The Casco system operates on HITS Quick-Take,

which can only interface with the DSR 470 set-top box. Motorola no longer manufactures this set-top box.
CenturyTel plans to upgrade the system headend to Quick Take Plus, which wili suppart use of Motorola DCT -
boxes. CenturyTel could then pass an HD signal. The low-cost, low-function DCT 2000 can pass both analog
and digital signals and costs approximately $90, whereas the comparable DCH 200 CableCARD bex costs $245
(approximately 2.5 times more per subscriber TV set). With respect to its Casco system, compliance with the
integration ban by July 2007 will cost CenturyTel $15,000 to $27,000 to upgrade to Quick-Take Plus and
purchase new CableCARD boxes. If a requested waiver is granted, customers requesting CableCARD
compliant boxes would be provided those set-top boxes after the system is upgraded to| Quick-Take Plus. Any
customer requesting HD or DVR set-top boxes would also be given a CableCARD compliant set-top box. See

.Exhibit C for more information on CenturyTel’s specific systems and markets,

" The $ 120 figure is derived as follows: The $ 4 basic rate increase per month includes

e rental fee for the first

STB. Assuming 2.5 boxes per household and a § 4 per month increase in the STB rentgl fee, the total increased

cost for the average CenturyTel subscriber would be $ 120 annuvally.

-5.




Cost increases of this magnitude would undermine CenturyTel’s ab

customers to digital cable. CenturyTel’s customers are price-sensitive, and

lity to transition its

the ability to provide -

set-top boxes capable of passing both analog and digital signals at an attracfive price point is

essential to the successful transition to a digital platform. Grant of a waiver would allow

CenturyTel to continue to place into service low-cost set-top boxes, which will permit continued

viewing of analog and digital programming durihg the transition to a di gité]

platform. By

avoiding significant expenditures to purchase non-integrated set-top boxes capable of passing

digital and analog signals, CenturyTel can invest, instead, in upgrading its system to prepare for

the digital conversion and can develop and introduce advanced services such as HD and vOD."

. B. Waiver Under the Commission’s Second Report and Order |

Granting CenturyTel’s waiver request is further justified pursuant tg

the waiver standard

announced in the Commission’s Second Report and Order. The Commission recognized that

continued deployment of low-cost set-top devices that will permit viewing of analog and digital

programmi‘ng is an essential component of a successful strategy to migrate customers to a digital

platform.”® The Commission described the kind of set-top box most approp
those low-cost devices that do not “contain personal video recording (“PVR

broadband Internet access, multiple tuner, or other similar advanced capabil

nate for a waiver as
™), high-definition,

ities.”'* CenturyTel

requests a waiver for devices that meet this standard. The Motorola DSR 470 and DCT 2000 can -

Requiring CenturyTe] to expend a significant portion of its capital budget to purchase non-integrated set-top

boxes would be an inefficient and wasteful use of resources in view of recent breakthroughs in downloadable
security solutions. The cable industry has made significant strides in the development|of a downloadable
security solution, the Downloadable Conditional Access System (“DCAS™), which the Commission has said
would be compliant with Section 76.1204(a)(1). Expending substantial resources to acquire expensive
CableCARD devices, when a far cheaper, downloadable security altemative will soon be available, would

represent a waste of resources that CenturyTel could otherwise invest in improving its
its systems in preparation for the digital transition,

13 Second Report and Order, 20 FCC Red. at 6794, 9 37.
14 ) C
Id.

services and upgradmg'




support pay per view (“PPV”), but neither box includes HD output, PVR ca

tuners, or broadband Internet access. Neither device enables subscribers to

supports the use of switched digital capabilities. The DCT 2000 costs less t

pability, multiple
accesé VOD or

han $100; the DSR

470 is in inventory, and CenturyTe] has no plans to purchase additional DSR 470 boxes. Both

boxes meet the limited-capability standard announced in the Second Report

and Order. As °

' . _
contemplated by the Second Report and Order, the DSR 470 and DCT 2000 are inexpensive set-

top boxes that will permit the viewing of digital prograrhmi_ng"on analog tel

the transition to a digital network.

C. Waiver Under Section 1.3 and 76.7 of the Commzsszon s Rul

evision sets during

the Telecommunications Act of 1996

CenturyTél’.s request also satisfies the general waiver standards of S

of the Commission’s Rules. The requested waiver would apply to CenturyT

es and Section 706 of

ection 1.3 and 76.7

el’s continued use of

DSR 470.and DCT 2000 low-cost, limited-capability_ devices. These set-top boxe'_s enable

CenturyTel customers to view digitally delivered programming on their ana

log televisions,

Digital penetration rates will remain low among CenturyTel subscribers if the benefits of digital

service and programming require CenturyTe] to pass hundreds of dollars of
compliance with the integration ban on to consumers. CenturyTel’s plan to

network requires that consumers have access to inexpensive digital set-top b

viewing of digital programming on analog televisions during the digital tran

‘As the Commission recognized in granting a waiver to another small
BendBroadband, the need to continue to place into service low-cost set-top ¢

support the transition to a digital platform presents good cause for a waiver 1

the increased cost of |
transition to a digital
oxes that will pe‘rmit.
sition.

operatqr,

levices in order to

inder Sections 1.3




and 76.7 of the Commission’s Ru]es 3 In addition, grant of the instant waiver request will allow

CenturyTel to focus its capital on the development of new digital and other advanced s'ervices.

Section 706 of fhc Comxﬁunications Act 0of 1996 encourages the deployment of advanced
telecommunications capabilities to all Americans.'® Migration to a digital network is copsistent
with the goals of chtion 706 in tha.trit will better enabl-.e customers to send and reéeive vo.ice,i
data, graﬁhics, gnd yideo by usiﬁg hi gh-speed brbadband capa’oi]_ity.]7 Beé use grant of a waivér
is consistent with the goals announced in Sections 629(a) and 706 of the Te ecbmmunications
Act, the Commiésidn’s Second Report and Order, and Sections 1.3, 76.7, and 76.1267 of the
Commission’s Rul?s, the Comrnission has ample authority and should grant a ]imitéd waivé;r of

Section 76.1204(3)61)’5 application to CenturyTel.

- II. - CENTURYTEL’S WAIVER REQUEST IS LIMI ED
IN SCOPE AND TIME

CenturyTel requésts a waiver, limited in scope and time, so that it ﬂay continue to place
 into service two low-cost, limited-capability set-top boxes, the DSR 470 and DCT 2000, In
February 2009, its systems will be ready for conversion to a digital network, The limited nature

of the waiver requested is a further reason justifying its grant. |
, The instant waiver request is limited in scope. The waiver would cover two low-

capablhty set-top box models for use in a seven sma]l rural systems, Cenh#ryTel provides cable
services in small, rural commumtles in Wlsconsm, Iowa, and Colorado. CefnturyTel has

approximately 10,000 cable subscribers, and its network passes approx1mat%ly 21,400 homes.

3 In the Marter of BendCable Communications, LLC d/b/a BendBroadband, Memorandum Opinion and QOrder,
2007 FCC LEXIS 180, at *28-29 (FCC 2007). BendBroadband has three times as many subscribers as
CenturyTel. The Cominission granted its waiver request to continue to place into service a set-top box, the

Motorela DCT-700, which has greater capabilities than the DSR 470 and DCT 2000 s t-top boxes for Wthh
CenturyTel requests a waiver here.

16 Telecommunications Act of1996 Pub. L. No. 104-104, § 706(a), (codified as amendefl at47US.C. § 157(a))
14 at §706(c).




Because grant of & waiver in the instant case would affect a very modest number of customers

and would cover on]y two limited- -capability set- top boxes grantmg CenturyTe] s waiver request
would exert no material effect on the Commission’s goal to foster greater competitiqn in the
market fo_r.navigation‘devices. Yet, for the reasons already discussed in Segtion I(A) of this
petiti'on, the cost for CenturyTel to comply with the integration ban would siéniﬁdaﬁt]y
' undem';ine its ability to 'in-vest ie developing other advanced capabilities for ité customers.

| The instant waiver request is limited in time to cover the period from July 1, 2007 to
February 1, 2009. Fo-r the reasons discue_sed in Section I(Aj,'a waiver in the instant case will
allow CenturyTel’s cost-sensifive custofners to continue to receive di gital and analog eigrla]s
during the mi gration ;o a digital platform in February 2009. Grahting the in stant request for
waiver of the Commission’s integration ban that is lirﬁiied in time would be consistent with the

Commission’s prior grants of a waiver.'®

III. GRANT OF CENTURYTEL’S REQUESTED WAIVER
WILL SERVE THE PUBLIC INTEREST

In requiring cable operators to use separabie security technology, the Commission aims
to foster a competitive market for navigation devices, and thereby increase viewing choices for
consumers. Granting CenturyTel’s waiver request will not undercut —and indeed, ultimately will

affirmatively promote — the Commission’s goals. CenturyTel’s number of ¢able subscribers is

too small to exert any material’ effect on the effort to promote a dynamic, coknpetmve market in -

navzgatlon dewces and CableCARDs. | \
The Commission has recog'nized that waivers for low-end devices, such as the Motorola -

DSR 470 and DCT 2000, will not undermine the objective to foster a comp ctitive marketplace

18 " 'See In the Matter of BendCable Communications, LLC, Memorandum Opinion and Ochr, 2007 FCC LEXIS
180, *28-29 (FCC 2007) (granting BendBroadband’s waiver request until it transitions|to an all-digital network
in 2008); In the Matter of Cablevision Systems Corp., Memorandum Opinion and Ord&r, 2007 FCC LEXIS 178,
*1 (FCC 2007) (granting Cablevision’s request for a two-year waiver of the integratior} ban).
- |

-9.
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for navigation and CableCARD tec:hno]o_gy.l 9 By contrast, continuing and

CenturyTel’s customers in small and rural markets is itself an undeniably i
interest objective, Rural cable subscribers simply cannot be “left behind” i

digital video services. Declining to impose the integration ban on the low-

CenturyTel wishes to continue to place into service for a limited time will 1

purpose of the 1996 Teleéommunications Act or the Commission’s regulat
Indeed, granting CenturyTel’s waiver request will promote the publ

price-sensitive customers the cost of upgrading to expensive CableCARD t

allowing CeturyTel to continue to invest in improved services and éystem \

o ' ‘ |
Telecommunications Act had as its goal “the deployment ... of advanced ¢

capability to all Americans.”®® Operators like CenturyTel, which provide d

communities, are essential to reaching the objective of greater service cove

capabilities. 'CenturyTe]’s continued ability to provide a low-cost, set-top b

of the company’s goal to expand and improve services, including the move

that will support HD and other advanced services. Grant of a waiver will e

expanding service to
mpoftanf puBlic ‘

n the transition to

cost devices that

not undlermine the

ons.

ic interest by saving
echnolo gy and
tpgradés. The 1996,
:)r'n_munications

able to small, rural |
rage and improved |
ox is a pivotal feature
toa digital platform |

nable CenturyTe] to

continue to make progress towards the goal of providing coverage and advanced services to

* rural, small communities. As it will promote the public interest and objecti

Telecommunications Act, CenturyTel’s waiver request should be granted.

Second Report and Order, 20 FCC Red. at 6807-08, § 27.
0

circumstances of smaller cable entities™).

-10-

ves of the 1996
|

47 U.S.C. § 157(a); In the Matter of Possible Revision or Elimination of Rules under j’ﬁe Regulatory Flexibility
Act, 2005 FCC LEXIS 4990, *22 (2005) (stating, “there is a continuing need to accordm

odate the special




Iv. IF .TH'E- COMMISSION DOES NOT GRANT
CENTURYTEL’S WAIVER REQUEST, IT SHQULD .
DEFER ENFORCEMENT OF THE INTEGRATION BAN .

If the Commission decides tcr)‘ deny. CenturyTel’s rcqueét for a waiver, it should defer
enfbrcement of the infegration ban until such time as CenturyTel is able to purchase CableCARD
cofnp]iant set-top boxes or DCAS do.wn]oadable security is é\?ai}éble, whichever is éooner. In its

' dCCiSiOIll granting a‘waive; to BéndBroadband, fhe Commission recognized, “the difficulties that
small cable operators may face in complying with the JﬁIy 1, 2007 deadline, particularly since -
'manufécturers may prioritize ordérs from the largest cable 6;;eratqrs.”2" If the Commission
denies the instant waiver requlest CenturyTel, like many small cable operators, will face
tremendous dIfﬁCll]tleS in complying with the July 1, 2007 dead]me for separated security as
manufacturers prioritize orders from the largest prowders.

The Commissfon noted that if it denies an qperatdr’s waiver request, an operator may

petition the.Commission to defer enforcement of the July 1, 2007 deadline.| CenturyTel

respectfully requests, if the Commission denies the instant waiver request, that the Commission

defer enforcement of the integration ban’s application to CenturyTel until shch tlme asa DCAS

: |
downloadable security device is available or until such time as CenturyTel is able to acquire the

éet—tOp boxes necessary to comply with the integratioﬁ ban, whichever occqrs earlier.

) |

CONCLUSION |
|

|

'The Commission has recognized that continued provision of low-coft, low-function set-
top boxes “will not endanger the development of the competitive marketplace™ for navigation

. ' ‘ \ .
and security devices.”? Indeed, a waiver will allow CenturyTel to migrate its cost-sensitive .

subscribcrs to a digital platform by February 2009 by continuing to provide|a low-cost device
. )

. 2 In the Matter of BendCable Communications, 2007 FCC LEXIS 180, at o (FCC 2od7)
* Second Report and Order, 20 FCC Red. at 6794,937. !
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that can receive both analog and digital programming. Grant of CenturyTel's waiver request will

- promote the expansion and improvement of cable networks and programming in small, rural -
communities in Colorado, Iowa, and Wisconsin, For all the'foregoing reasons, CenturyTel

respéctfully requests that the Commission grant its request for a waiver.

Respectfully subfnittéd,

—

/J es . Barker
[ eron Smith*
f Latham & Watkins LLP

555 Eleventh Street, NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20004

(202) 637-2200 -
Counsel for CenturyTel, Inc.

John F. Jones

~ Vigce President, |
Federal Government Relations ' 1
CENTURYTEL, INC. - |

100 CenturyTel Park Drive

Monroe, LA 71203 '

(318) 388-9000 ‘

*Admitted in New York. Not licensed to practice law in the District of Columbia; all work supervised by a member
of the D.C. Bar. ' | :
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: Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS CQM]\fIISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

Int the Matter of

CenturyTel, Inc.. Request for
Wajver of 47 C.F.R. §.76.1204(a)(1)

S M e s S’

DECLARATION OF MARY GOTSTEIN

1. My pame is Mary Gotstein. [ am the Area Operations Manager of CenturyTel,
Inc. 1am familiar with CenturyTel’s cable systems and requirements and have
personal knowledge of the facts set forth in the foregoing Request for Weiver.

2. I have read the foregoing Request for Waiver, and declare under penalty of
perjury that the facts contained therein are true and correct to the best of my
_ knowledge, information, and ‘beligf. '

%{,{f V%{'ZZCLW
Méry Gdistein

‘Area Operations Manager

212 Church Ave,

Casco, WI 54205

(920) 837-7776 ,
Executed on March 9, 2007 !




EXHIBIT A:

SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE MOTORLA DSR 47




| Basit bne-way meelver for digital, analog basie, and pay-per-view channels. -

The Motorola DSR470 can deliver digital satellite feeds with Iocai_analog servic

The Motorola DSR470 digital satellite raceiver provides interac- BENEFITS '
tive digital cable programming through a unique satellite delivery
method. By converting satellite signals to cable-friendly methods
of transmitting programming, the DSRAZ0 gives you quick aceess
to up to 200 channels of digital and analog programming over a - :
single coaxial cable, * Iniegrated program guide for seamless transition between analog

and digital channels

« Cable and satellit lchnologies integrated and delivered in a
" single digital entertainment recgives ’
1

To tacilitate this type of digital system, the DSRA70 accepts pro-
gram sigrals, authorization, and control commands like & satellite
receiver, but is installed at the end of a coaxial cable. Using its
uniue design, the DSR470 offers a wide range of viewing : .
options—the combined offerings of analog cable and digital e Dolby® AC-3 surround sound when available on satellite signal
satellite programiming to cable subscribers. Additionally, .

Motorola has developed a unified digital/analog on-screen dis-
play sn tie viewer can ssamiessly scan all availabie channels.

* Pay-Per-View {PPV) for movies, sports, and special events

* Parental controls to block programming and limit access to
undeiage viewsrs ’

Chack with your local cable sanvics pravidar for availability of

this product in your area. + Optional 41 remote control avaikable {for DSRATO, TV, VCR/OVD,
and stereo) '




GENERAL

ENVIRGNMENT
Temper alure 0° ta -40°C {ambient)
Humidity 95% relative
SPECIFICATIONS
WidthsHeightxDepth  156x25 215
Weight 11 ths
Power Input 115V + 10% AC, 60 Hz
{numinal}
25 W imaximum;)
Regulatory
Compliance UL listed. CSA certified
Limited Warranty 1 year
CABLE INPUT -~ . .~
Frequency 54 10 860 MHz
I pedance 75 W

Analeg Inpit tevel 0 dBmV 10 +15 dBmV
Digital Inpu Lavel
—18 dBmV 10 +5 dBmV {54 JAM)
—12 dBmV te +5 ¢Bm\V (266 0AM)
Noise Figura @ 10 dBm input <10 dBmV

DIGITAL PROCESSING -~
Demodutation 64 and 256 0AM
Syembol Rates

5.056941 {64 QAM)

4566862 and 5,360537 (266 QAM;

VHF OUTPUT " -

Impedance 75 W

Channel Jand 4

Level, Video B6 dBuV = 3 dB tiom
VHF modudator

Audio hanc, SEF [meny sefected)

VIDEO S .

CQutpnt Level 1¥Vppinto 75%'W

De-emphasis §25 line CCIR Rec. 4051

* Dutput Level

AUDIO

Moedes  Digital slereo {steren or surround),
S/PDIF for AC-3 wharg available,

analog sterea (BTSC)

IR REMOTE GONTROL
Operational Range 35 feet

& 225% from center (hotizonial axis}
+ 13.0°from center (vertical axis)

. URF REMOTE CONTROL

Operational Range 150-foot radius from umi

ASYNCHRONOUS DATA

Data Rate 1200, 2400, 4800, 9600,
and 19200 bps

Format Asynchrongus 70-bit
characters nansmitted
LSB first

Mode Simplax

Intertace RS-232 voltages and
impedance levels

Connector Mini phone

HIGH-SPEED DATA

Data Rate 29.27 Mbps 2 20 ppm

Format AMI encoded with 8%
migirum tansition
dansity

Muliplex MPEG-2 compatible

Signal Level 05Vppe 20%AC
coupled imo 110 W

Commector DbB-9

MODEM REPORTBACK INTERFACE

Srandard Bell 212A

Dara Rate 1200 haud

Connector Rd-11 telco plug

DIGICIPHER® Il AUDIO {ANALOG}
Reren Ouiputs 2

Impedance 110 W maximum

566 ¥ pp+ 10% inty
2 kW joad with 0 dBFS
digital inpe

Response B p-1.0 Dp. 20 Hz 10 20 kiz
THD 0.3% maxirmum from
20 Hz 1o 20 kHz
referenced to +10 dBin
encoder
SNR 85 dB minimum
Stereo|Channel
Isolatian 60 dB minimum

Impedgnce BW

Signal Level 05pp=+ 20% into 75W
load

Conneqlor . RCA

Format Dolby AC3 o1 FCM

Dl'Gl(z[PHERO 11 COMPOSITE VIDEO

DIGICIPHER® i AUDIO (DIGITAL)
StetepOutputs . 1 -

Outling Level 1.0C p-p 2 18%, sync tip
10 reference white

Fiequency )
Response (NTSCH  +1.0dB, 1 kHzto 4.2 MHz
G-L Detay Inequality z 50 nsec
Differential Gain 5 0% p-p maximum (16—
90% APL)
5.0° p-p maximum {10—
90% APL)
57 dB

Ditferential Phase
Luminapce SNR
CABLE VIDEO (ANALOG)

[+ equency

fesponge ' +1.5810-1,84 dB, 0.5 to
; 3.0 MHz

Ditferential Gain ~ 8.0% p-p maximum

Ditferemtial Phase 8.0 p-p maximum

SN 49 dB minimum @ § dBmV
| ‘[unified weighing 100 kHz
i‘ to 42 MHz}

CABLE AUDIO JANALOG)

quueicy

Response 1 3.0 dB, 50 M2 to 10 kHz

Harmoniic

Distonti 2.0% maximum @ 1 kHz

To view our full line of Connected Home Solutions, visit our Web site at

broadhand.motorola.com/consumers
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EXHIBIT B:

SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE MOTORLA DCT 2000




O13R0LE LTI 000 FEATURES AHO INTERRECES

17211513
> Standed Featwss
* MFEG-2 rmin level pootile viden prooessor

« ATSC sandard Doty Digte® (C.3)
30 peocesTe

+ TTU sondea 64/256 QAM FEC/erdareed
Wrwpnd muelizer
+ On-boaed emlarre RF stum §56Kbns)

« Highwenution, Wmeppad grphics display
[ RN

+ Clear analog chinne) procesing

+ SEENHY wner

= DES-besed] enc ypion'DC T acnes canteol

» Duinl dugnostes

» 2038Nbps outof lnnd dain mosder

« Bhomvison copy prection

+ Wide s (16 x 9) video support

¢+ dime vergal blnking ntenal passtiwough
capabikly glosed capmr)

« BISC steseo decoder

+ Full o iuwa access fuorn fmnt parel

+ Maseging capabiines

> Bptionn! fegtures
+ Monwoh and compatible aralog des: mmbling
- RF1
+ [Rbbser whar
+ FF typass owich or AfB saech
+ Tekephore modem Q44bpd
+ $-Video ouput
« S/PDIF Dotby AC-10upex
« Opsioal AC-} ouwpi

;nl Ihgwmﬁ n-mbmdumm-m m—udum I-c

On,unu.

sﬂomnnmdwmmm.‘l tohia b i l,ut-ulknlh‘ollﬂ.

Portard miexn e

HFEs
¥ Stondord Wterkices

« FE, basmband (viden, L/R auha) pars
+ Awdio Ipop hrough comnes oes

+ IR bhster port

* Swithed acoessory outet

* TS 212 Saad Port

Hotorolas mest popalar interactive
digital set-top terminel boasts
a wide amay of capabilities,
ease of use and affordability.

Sate-of-the art digial compression techrob gy
makes it possible for the Motorola DCTING 1o
provice a wealth of new reverwe-generating
secvpes. Platform versatilty allowes the Moterola
DCT2000 to growv as your home broadband aocass
reeds ggow. B 6 ancl 256 QAM digtal prcsssing
tachnclogy sigrificantly boosts channal capariy
while delivering stunningly savid adea and audio.
The Motorola DCT00 can be configured o
suppert al fime, exvarse path communications,
2] uses Digllipher® 1},

Motcola’s Enmye
awar).winning
acoass cortral
ard ercryption
lechnology. This
proveles wory-frae
ancess to such interactive
servioes as VOD, Interret, a-mail,

home shopping and mere. The advarred user

¥ Hybrid digital/analog terminal

» MPEG-2viiso and Doby Digtal* aucko

» Advarced secusity via Molorola G-I
Conditiora] Access and Harmony
DES-based ercryption

» Supposts Opers Cable/Hammewy
ons
3 Open architctuse suppors downloaded
thirdparty software applicalions
¥ Hightesolution, on-sosen graphics disphy

¥ Realtima mteractivity or use 1n VOD
sw!emandhemams

107 Tour rement Drive, Horstam, DA 19004
B00.5226ETE weavwmotor ok pom/taca deid
S5

faztutes andd capabilties of the Motarala DCT2000
suppert a host of new services andd pewice
enunpalivied love] of flaxchikty and contool.

intsliigence 0 sverywhons”
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EXHIBIT C:

CENTURYTEL SYSTEMS COVERED BY WAIVE




1. CASCO, W]

History: | Small, rural analog system in northeast Wisconsin,

Coverage: System serves residents of the Village of Casco, Village of
Luxemburg, Village of Forestville, and portions of the township
of Luxemburg and Casco.

1. NEW FRANKEN, WI

History: Small, rural analog system in northeast Wisconsin.

Coverage: System serves residents in the townships of Scott, Red River, and
Green Bay. -

III. RANDOLPH, WI

History: Small, rural analog system in southern Wisconsin.

Coverage: System serves residents in the villages of Fall River, Rio,
Cambira, Randolph, Pardeeville, Wyocena, and Friesland and in
the townships of Fountain Prairie, Lowville, Randolph,
Courtland, Fox Lake, Pacific, Fort Winnebago, Wyocena,
Westford, and Springvale.

IV. PLATTEVILLE, W1

History: Small, rural analog system in the soﬁthwes; corner of Wisconsin.

. |
Coverage: s System serves residents in the city of P]attévi]le, Wisconsin and
the surrounding townships of Belmont & Platteville.

V. THORP, W]

History: Small, analog system in western Wisconsin.

Coverage: System serves residents of the City of Thorp.

VI. POSTVILLE,IA : 1

History: : Small, analog system in northeast lowa,




Coverage:

VIL. EAGLE, CO
History:

Coverage:

System serves residents of the City of Postville. IA.

Sma]l, analog systemn west of Denver and '\rfail, Colorado.

System serves residents of the cities of Gyﬂsum and Eagle, and
part of Eagle County.






