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While CEA has been sympathetic to the plight of smaller cable operators that are 

effectively at the mercy of product decisions taken by the major MSOs and the unilateral 

dictates of entrenched vendors, CEA believes that further postponement of common 

reliance on separable security devices will undermine Congress’s basic intention of 

creating, at long last, a true competitive market for navigation devices.  Accordingly, the 

petition of Bresnan Communications, LLC should be denied.  CEA hereby incorporates 

its comments on the San Bruno Cable and RCN requests for waiver, by reference.1 

Bresnan’s request is not apparently limited to any particular integrated devices.  

On the contrary, Bresnan requests a waiver for the specific purpose of offering 

“advanced” features.2  The Commission and other petitioners have noted that effective 

                                                 
1    Comments of CEA on City of San Bruno d/b/a San Bruno Municipal Cable Request for Waiver of 47 
C.F.R. § 76.1204(a)(1), CSR-7116-Z, CS Docket No. 97-80 (Mar. 5, 2007); Comments of CEA on RCN 
Request for Waiver of 47 C.F.R. § 76.1204(a)(1), CSR-7113-Z, CS Docket No. 97-80 (Mar. 5, 2007).   
2 Bresnan Petition at 2. 
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competition in navigation devices with advanced features is particularly important, and is 

at the core of Congress’s and the Commission’s intent.3  Therefore, a blanket waiver for 

the express purpose of continuing to purchase integrated devices with advanced features 

is particularly inappropriate. 

Bresnan cannot use the purportedly imminent availability of downloadable 

security as a rationale for requesting a waiver.  As CEA explained in its comments on 

NCTA’s petition for waiver, the Commission granted its 2005 delay of common reliance 

on the basis of the arrival of downloadable security.  Two years later, Comcast 

demonstrated to the Commission that downloadable security is not imminent and should 

not serve as the basis for granting a waiver.4  Bresnan offers no new evidence that 

downloadable security is or will soon be a viable basis for common reliance.  

 

                                                 
3 Memorandum Opinion and Order, Denying Comcast’s Petition for Waiver, CSR-7012-Z, CS Docket No. 
97-80 (Jan. 10, 2007), at 12 ¶ 26; see NPG Cable, Inc. Petition for Waiver, CSR-7109-Z, CS Docket No. 
97-80 (Feb. 22, 2007), at 6-7 (emphasizing the central importance of the market for navigation devices with 
advanced features). 
4 See CEA’s Opposition to Comcast’s Application for Review, CSR-7012-Z, CS Docket No. 97-80 (Feb. 
14, 2007), at 7. 
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Of counsel    ______________________________ 
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