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Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM COMMISSION’S CLOSED CAPTION RULES

Champions Church is a non-denominational church in Pekin, Illinois established in 2004. The church
established a 30 minute television broadcast ministry in the local communities called “crosswalk” that
is now being broadcast on FOX43 Peoria, Illinois.

Please accept this petition for exemption from Section 79.1 of the Commissions rules for closed
captioning of the program “crosswalk.”

Nature and cost of the Closed Captioning:

The program “crosswalk” is a weekly locally produced and distributed non-news program with no
repeat programming. The format is similar to a talk-show format or interview format that is completely
unscripted. Because “crosswalk” is a weekly program, the cost of the closed captioning would be an
undue burden. FOX43 has given Champions Church an estimate of $75.00/hour and approximately 4-6
hours per weekly program at a total cost of $300.00-450.00 per week. Champions Church is now
spending $350.00 per week for television broadcast time which with the addition of closed captioning
wouid more than double the expense of the programming. This is the least, (monetarily) of the
estimates received for closed captioning, others were much more.

Impact on the operation of the program owner:

The “crosswalk™ program is produced solely by the help of volunteers from our ministry. No one
involved in the producing of the program receives any salary for this production. The ministry must
keep the cost low given the size and revenue able to fund this project to reach the local communities.
We do not have the money or the volunteers to add the undue burden of closed captioning.

Type of operations of the provider or program owner:

Champions Church through the program “crosswalk™ believe that through the teaching and airing of
this program, people will begin to find victory over many abuses that are causing problems with
individuals, marriages, & families. For this reason we believe the program is of tremendous help to
Our communitics.




Available alternatives:

The *“crosswalk™ program now uses many text and graphic displays for the viewers during the program
with as well the last 5-8 minutes of the program are strictly text format to support what was said and
taught during the audio portion of the program. We very much desire to have the funds for closed
caption and fuily intend to work towards that goal, but at this point in this ministry, the cost involved
with closed captioning would cause Champions Church to cease programining of “crosswalk™.

Other factors:

Petitioner Champions Church again believes the local; non-news program with no repeat value also
applies to “crosswalk” program as well. It is not a news program, has no repeat value and the
electronic newsroom technique is not available. We do respect the closed captioning rules and our
interests are to provide closed captioning when we have the finds to do so, but as can be seen by the
financials of the ministry it would be impossible to continue this program and at the same time fund
closed captioning.

We do rtespectfully request that Champions Church/Crosswalk be exempted from the closed
captioning requirement for the aforementioned reasons. If any other information is needed please
contact me at the address or phone below.

Sincerely,

Mark Bassen
Pastor/Crosswatk Administrator

Champions Church/Crosswalk
1805 Qakwood Dr

Pekin, Il 61554

C/o Mark Bassen

Ph. 309 353-4706
cross-walk@insightbb.com




AFFIDAVIT

I, Mark Bassen, Pastor of Champions Church & Crosswalk Admistrator, by my signature
affixed to this document, have reviewed this “Petition For Closed Caption Requirements” and
certify that the statements regarding this organization are true and accurate to the best of my

knowledge.

ok e

Mark Bassen
Pastor Champions Church/Crosswalk Administrator
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CHURCH
2006 Yearly Statement

Expenses

Radio 1700
TV 8125
Internet 480

Office Supplies 2254
Music & Sound 8427

Chairs 2926
Chapel & Food 749
Postage 147
Bibles 400
Rent 960

Training Camps 600
Total Expenses 23,768.00

Total Income 28,865.61




