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Monday, February 19, 2007

Federal Communications Commission

ATTN: Public Comment on Strius/XM Merger
455 12th St, NW

Washington, DC 20005

RE: Consumer comment on Sirtus/XM Merger
Dear FCC:

I am an American consumer that is also a current subscriber of Sirius’ month-to-month
programming. I am writing to encourage your office to approve the merger that has tentatively
been announced by Sirius and XM Radio. Programming will be expanded for customers of both
companies, and hopefully prices can remain low.

Programming

The programming I would most like Sirius to have 1s an MLB package. But
unfortunately, XM has an exclusive deal with MLB. Because of this, when [ first considered
satellite radio, XM was my only choice. But as a dedicated Howard Stern fan, when his move to
satellite was announcd, I decided to buy a Sirus subscription instead. As a native St. Louisan,
there is nothing I enjoy more than listening to a Cardinals baseball game on the radio. A merger
with XM would be the best of both worlds for me. Howard Stern and the Cardinals all on the
same dial, across the country and in my home.

Price

Satellite radio is a necessary item for those like me who do a lot of driving in their work.
I drive the entire state of Maryland going to every courthouse in the state. I have a choice of two
satellite providers, and the only determining factor for me was programming. But the vast
majority of those who want cable-TV don’t have the luxury of choosing between more than one
provider. In my neighborhood, Comcast is the only choice. And we must deal with whatever
price they feel like charging (within the limits of any applicable regulations).

So why should cable-TV be allowed a monopoly-like structure, and Sirtus/XM be singled
out for merger disapproval? They shouldn’t! For me, even a modest price increase (government
controlled, of course, as with cable-TV) would be okay if the programming available mirrored
the price. So, for me, this merger makes perfect sense. The best of both programming worlds.
hope that you get many other commenters who echo my needs, and you make the right decision.
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