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Our Lady of Faikna SC~QQ\ MRR 2 3 m 7  

25-38 80* Street 
Jackson Heights, N Y  11370 

March 19,2007 
CC Docket No. 02-6 & CC Docket No. 96-45 
Request for Review of a decision made by USAC 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
9300 East Hampton Drive 
Capitol Heights, MD 20743 

Re: Form 471 Application Number: 528095 
Billed Entity Number: 12347 
Billed Entity FCC RN: 001 1966413 
Applicant’s Form Identifier: 4710607NET 
Funding Request Number: 1456585 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am filing an appeal to a decision rendered by the Universal Service Administrative 
Company (USAC) Schools & Libraries Division. Our school was denied Internet 
Access fimding for funding year 2006-2007. The reason given for the denial was 
“Bidding Violation”. We sent an appeal to the USAC and were also denied. The reason 
given was “When selecting a provider, PricesJCharges were weighted the same 20% as 
the other factors”. see attached decisions 

In January of 2006 we received 2 bids for our Internet access. One from our provider at 
the time, Metcomm.net and one from a company named Autoexec. The Autoexec bid 
was lower than the Metcomm.net bid so, we were prepared to change providers for the 
next school year. Metcomm.net then counter-bid and offered us a lower bid than 
Autoexec. see attached bids I completed the E-rate Bid Assessment Worksheet in error 
and have attached a corrected one. When looking at the first worksheet, it appears that 
we put the same weight on all aspects of our decision. But, in truth we ultimately 
selected Metcomm.net because they offered us a lower bid than Autoexec. Is not 
competitive bidding the reason for offering the funding? I was under the impression 
that you want competitive bidding to occur as a result of the funding being offered. I 
believe that competitive bidding occurred in this case and PRICE WAS THE 
PRIMARY FACTOR IN SELECTING OUR INTERNET PROVIDER. 

No. of Copiw r e c ’ d . k , .  
List Af3CDE 



Please consider reversing the decision of the USAC because, as a struggling Catholic 
School, this funding would be the only way that our students would be able to access the 
important educational opportunities that are available on the Internet. 

Thank you for our attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Jill Infante-Hernandez 

fax: (718) 899-281 1 
(7 18) 429-703 1 

1: JIHNYYANKS@CS.COM 

Cassie Z e l i c u  
Principal 



USAC Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries D iv i s ion  

IXINDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER 
(Funding Year 2006: 07/01/2006 - 06/30/2007) 

December 27, 2006 

JILL HERNANDEZ 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL 
25-38 80 STREET 
JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY 11370-1517 

Re: Form 471 Application Number: 528095 
Billed Entity number (BEN 12347 
Billed Entity FCC RN: 0011966413 
Applicant's Form Identifier: 4710607nET 

Thank you for your Funding Year 2006 application for Universal Service Support and for 
any assistance ou provided throughout our review. 

Report(s) (Report) at the end of this letter is as follows. 

- The amount, $2,880.00 is "Approve$." - The amount, $6,672.00 is "Denied. 
Please refer to the Report on the page following this letter for specific funding request 
decisions and,explanations. The Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) is also 
sending this information to your service provider 5 so preparations can begin for 
implementing your approved discount(s) after you 1.1 i e Form 486 (Receipt of Service 
Confirmation Form). A guide that provides a definition for each line of the Report 
precedes the Report. 

A list of Important Reminders and Deadlines is included with this letter to assist you 
throughout the application process. 

NEXT STEPS 
- Work with your service provider to determine if you will receive discounted bills or 
- Review technology planning approval requirements - Review CIPA requirements - File Form 486 - Invoice USAC using t h e  Form 474 service provider or Form 472 (Billed Entity) - as 

The current status of the funding 
request(s) in x e Form 471 application cited above and featured in the Funding Commitment 

if you will request reimbursement from USAC after paying your bills in full 

products and services are being 6 elivered . '  and bil 1 ed 
TO APPEAL THIS DECISION: 

If you wish to appeal a decision in this letter, our a peal must be received by USAC or 
postmarked within 60 days of the date of this letxer. 
will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. 

1. Include the name, address, telephone number, fax number, and (if available) email 
address for the person who can most readily discuss this appeal with us. 

2. State outri ht that your letter is an appeal. 

- Appellant name, - Applicant name and service provider name, if different from appellant, - Applicant BEN and Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN), - Form 471 Application Number 528095 as assigned by USAC, - "Funding Commitment Decision Letter for Funding Year 2006," AND - The exact text or the decision that you are appealing. 

iailure to meet this requirement 
In your letter of appeal: 

Include the following to identify the 
letter and il he decision you are appealing: 

Schools and Libraries Division - Correspondence Unit, 
100 South JefTerson Road, P.O. Box 902, Whippany, hew Jersey 07981 

Visit us online at: www.usac.org:sl 



FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 

Funding Year: 2006 
Billed Entity Name: OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL 

BEN! 12347 

*.. . *-1""*--< 
rvice Provider Name: Verizon New York Inc. . Number: MTM 

Account Number: 7184297031.614.170 
Date: 07 01/2006 
:ation.Dgte: 06/30/2007 

Form 471 Application Number: 528095 
Fundinq Request Nunber : 5456584 
Funding Status: Funded 
Categor of  Service: Telecommunications Service 
Form 478 A 
SPTN. I & ? & ? Q ~ Q  

Se 
Contract 
Bi 11 ing 
Service Start 
Contract Ex il 
Site IdentiPier : 12347 
Number of Months Recurrin Service Provided in,Funding Year: 12 
Annual Pre-discount Amoun? for Eliglble Recurring Cha 

lrcation Number: 455800000545072 

$3,600.00 
gible Non-recurrrng%&ges : $.  00 

~ ~~~~ ~ ~~ ~~~ 

Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eli1 
Pre-discount Amount: $3,600.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b 
Funding Connitmen? Decision: $3,880.( 

the UI SAC: 80% 
)O - FRN approved as submitted 

FCDL Date: 12 2712006 
Wave Number: A02 
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2007 
Funding Request Number: 1456585 
Funding Status: Not Funded 
Categor of Service: Internet Access 
Form 478 A 
SPIN: 1430!%807 
Service Provider Name: METCOMM.NET, LLC 
Contract Number: 200512111621 
Billing Account Number: NIA 
Service Start Date: 07 01/2006 
Site Identifier: 12347 
Number of Months Recurrrn Service Provided in Funding Year: 12 
Annual Pre-discount Amounil for Eligible Recurring Char es: $8,340.00 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Zharges : $. 00 
Pre-discount Amount: $8,340.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the USAC: N/A 
Funding Commitmen? Decision: $8.00 - Selective - Bidding Violation 
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation; 
the price of eligible products and services was not the primary factor in selecting 
the winning bidder. 

lication Number: 455800000545072 

Contract Ex iration Da t e: 06/30/2007 

Documentation provided demonstrates that 

FCDL Date: 12 2712006 
Wave Number: A02 
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2007 

FCDLISchools and Libraries DivisionIUSAC Page 5 of 5 12/27/2006 



Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Librmes Division 

Administrator's Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2006-2007 

February 13,2007 

Jill Hernandez 
Our Lady of Fatima School 
25-38 80th Street 
Jackson Heights, NY 11370-1517 

Re: Applicant Name: OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL 
Billed Entity Number: 12347 
Form 471 Application Number: 528095 
Funding Request Number(s): 1456585 
Your Correspondence Dated: January 10,2007 

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries 
Division (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has made its 
decision in regard to your appeal of USAC's Funding Year 2006 Funding Commitment 
Decision Letter for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the 
basis of USAC's decision. The date of this letter begins the 60 day time period for 
appealing this decision to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). If your 
Letter of Appeal included more than one Application Number, please note that you will 
receive a separate letter for each application. 

Fundine. Reauest Number(sk 1456585 
Decision on Appeal: Denied 
Explanation: 

During the Appeal Review, USAC thoroughly assessed the facts presented in the 
appeal letter, the relevant documentation on file, and the FCC Rules and 
Procedures before making its determination on your appeal. During the Selective 
Review, you were sent the Selective Review Information Request (SRLR) on May 
4,2006, requesting information pertaining to vendor selection and number of bids 
received. In your June 2,2006 response to the Reviewer, you indicated that two 
bids were received for this funding request and your evaluation criteria used 
clearly states that PricesKharges was weighted the same 20% as the other factors 
(Understanding of Needs, Prior Experience, Personal Qualifications, and 
Financial Stability) when selecting the winning bid. Based on your response, 
USAC supports the denial of the funding request because price was not the 

Box 125 -Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 0798 I 
Visit us online at: www.s/.univerra/ser.org 



. 
- I  primary factor in the vendor selection process. You failed to provide evidence 

that USAC erred in its decision; consequently, the appeal is denied. 

FCC Rules require that applicants select the most cost-effective products and/or 
services offering with price being the primary factor. Applicants may take other 
factors into consideration, but in selecting the winning bid, price must be given 

Review by Ysleta Independent School District, et. al., Federal-State Joint Board 
on Universal Service, Changes to the Board of Directors of the National 
Exchange Carrier Association, Inc., CC Docket Nos. 96-45,97-21, Order, 18 FCC 
Rcd 26407,26429, FCC 03-313 para. 50 (rel. Dec. 8,2003). Ineligible products 
and services may not be factored into the cost-effective evaluation. See Common 
Carrier Bureau Reiterates Services Eligible for Discounts to Schools and 
Libraries, CC Docket No. 96-45, Public Notice, 13 FCC Rcd 16570, DA 98-11 10 
(rel. Jun. 11, 1998). 

more weight than any other single factor. 47 C.FK sec. 54,51l(a); Request for 

If your appeal has been approved, but funding has been reduced or denied, you may 
appeal these decisions to either USAC or the FCC. For appeals that have been denied in 
full, partially approved, dismissed, or canceled, you may file an appeal with the FCC. 
You should refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. 
Your appeal must be received or postmarked within 60 days of the date on this letter. 
Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. If you 
are submitting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the 
Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. Further information and options 
for filing an appeal directly with the FCC can be found in the "Appeals Procedure" 
posted in the Reference Area of the SLD section of the USAC website or by contacting 
the Client Service Bureau. We strongly recommend that you use the electronic filing 
options. 

We thank you for your continued support, patience and cooperation during the appeal 
process. 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Service Administrative Company 

Box 125 - Comespondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 0798 I 
Visit us online at: www.sl.universakiewice.org 



Our Lady of Fatima School 
25-38 80* Street 

Jackson Heights, NY 1 1370 
(71 8) 429-703 1 

February 8,2006 
Entity # 12347 
Vendor Selection Process Description 

After reviewing the bids for our TI Internet Access, we have determined that 
we should stay with Metcomm.net (our current internet provider). 

Metcomm.net send us a bid on January 17,2006. This bid was for $757.50 a 
month. This was $152.50 more than we were already paying. 

We received a bid from AutoExec Computer Systems, Inc. for our T1 internet 
access. This bid was for $750.00 a month. 

I called Metcomm.net and told them that we were planning to change our 
internet provider because of the high bid. They offered us a new bid for $695.00 per 
month. 

We examined our options and the lower price led us to sign with Metcomm.net 
for our TI internet access. 



, Internet Access-iA MetComm.Ne4 Confidentlal Page 1 

Proposal Date: 17-Ian-06 

(212) 725-0500 131 Mal" Street, suite 270 "ac*L"Iac*, NJ 0,601 

SPIN: 143025807 Fax: (201) 342-5470 
Phone: 

E-mail: biiiing@metcomm.net 

Internet Access Services Agreement 

Multi-Year Con# 
FRN#: 

Client: Our Lady of Fatima 
25-38 80th Street 
Jackson Heights, NY 11370 
Client Phone: 
Client Fax: (718) 899-281 1 
Discouni: 80% 
Contract Start Date: 1-Jul-06 
Contract End Date: 30-Jun-07 
Allowable Contract Date: 

- Bundled T1 Internet Access 1 LOOPS 
Loops - Point To Point WANNoice LiNK 

-Wide Area Network Installation, programming &wiring fee 
Units 

- Router Installation, Programming 8 Integration 
Units 

- Router 8 CSUiDSU - One Year Lease Units 
- Wide Area Network Transfer Fees: 
- Domain Name Registration Years 
- Domain Name Hosting 1 Site 
-Web Hosting 1 Site 

2 accounts - E-mail Account Fees: 
2 accounts - E-mail Maintenance Fees: 

- E-mail SDam 8 Virus Defense 2 accounts 

- - 
- 

- 
- 
- - 

- Dial-up Analog 
- Dial-up ISDN 

~ ~~~~~ .. - 
Accounts 
Accounts - 
Accounts - - Firewall Service 

E-rate Funding Year 
TERM in Years 1 Renew 
out Of : 1 Years 
Client Contact MS. Jill Hernandez 
Title: 
Contact's E-mail: JiHNYYANKS@cs.com 
Billino coniaci: 

IT Coordinator 

- 
Billing phone: 

I I Monthly None 
Remcurring Reoccurdng 
- cost - cost 

@ $757.50 $757.50 
@ 

Q 5550.00 

@ 5495.00 
@ $1,995.00 

@ $49.00 
@ 519.00 iNCLUDED 
@ 549.00 INCLUDED 
@ $2.00 INCLUDED 
@ $3.00 INCLUDED 

Included 

Q 52.00 INCLUDED 
@3 520.00 
Q 579.00 
@ $195.00 

Total cost of eliqible services: I $757.501 I 
6151.50 

Per month 
Note. See terms and conditions provlded under separate cover 

Applicant: Our Lady of Fatima 
Name: 
Title: 
Signature: 
Contract Date: 

For: MetComm.Net, LLC 
Solly Avi-No'am 
Director Technical Services 

/- A 1/17/2006 -ev ~ w s i i o m i ~  



Item 21 Attachment #: 

Form identifier: 25-38 80th Street 

471 Application #: 

Our Lady of Fatima School 
Jill hernandez 

Jackson Heights, NY 11370-1 51 7 

To: 
From: John A. Comito 
Date: 6Ih February 2006 
Re: 

Jill Hernandez @ Our Lady of Fatima School 

Contract for Internet Access - recurring charges 

E-Rate Eligible Dedicated Internet Access: $750.00 per month 
*includes Verizon TI local loop & internet access 
Full T1 service at 1.5 Mbps Bandwidth 

12 monthly recurring charges of $750.00 for an annual pre-discounted total 
of: $9,000.00 

Service Provider Number for AutoExec Computers: 143004783 

Contract #: 120060LFS Start Date: 07/01/2006 Expiration Date: 

Contract is contingent upon your school receiving SLD finding. 
06/30/2007 

Our Lady of Fatima School AutoExec Computer Systems, Inc. 

John A. Comito - President 
Print Name and Title 

6”’ February 2006 

Date Date 



I Internet Access-IA MetComm.Net Confidential Page 1 

MetComm.Net Proposal Date: 8-Feb-06 

. "-.- 131 Mal" street SVIlF 270 b 

SPIN: 143025807 
Y )200512111621 1 

131 Mal" street, SVIlF 270 nar*mra<*, N1 01601 

SPIN: 143025807 

Multi-Year Con#: 
FRN#: 

Internet Access Services 
I 
Internet Access Services 

(212) 725-0500 Phone: 
Fax: (201) 342-5470 

E-mail: biiiing@metcornm.net 

Agreement 

Client: Our Lady 01 Fatima E-rate Funding Year 
25-38 80th Street TERM in Years 1 Renew 

Client Phone: Client Contact: Ms. Jill Hernandez 
Client Fax: (718) 899-2811 Title: IT Coordinator 
Discount: 80% Contact's E-mail: JlHNYYANKS@cs.com 
Contract Start Date: 1-Jul-06 Billing contact: 
Contract End Date: 30Jun-07 Si/Iing phone: 

Jackson Heights, NY 11370 Out Of  : 1 Years 

Allowable Contract Date: I I Monthly None 
ReocCuninQ Reoccurring 

- Bundled T l  Internet Access 1 LOOPS 
LOOPS - Point To Point WANiVoice LiNK 

- Wide Area Network Installation, programming &wiring lee 
Units 

- Router Instaiiation. Programming 8 Integration 
Units 

- Router 8 CSUIDSU - One Year Lease Units 
-Wide Area Network Transfer Fees: 
.Domain Name Registration Yeaffi 

t Site -Domain Name Hosting 
.Web Hosting 1 Site 

2 accounts - E-mail Account Fees: 
- E-mail Maintenance Fees: 2 accounts 

2 accounts . E-mail Spam 8 Virus Defense 
- Dial-up Analog Accounts 

Accounts - Dial-up ISDN 
Accounts - Firewall Service 

- - 
- 

- 
- 
- 
- - 
- 
- - - 

- cost - Cost 
$695.00 $695.00 

$550.00 

$495.00 
$1,995.00 

$49.00 
$19.00 INCLUDED 
$49.00 INCLUDED 
52.00 INCLUDED 
$3.00 INCLUDED 
$2.00 INCLUDED 

Included 

$20.00 
$79.00 

$195.00 

Total cost of ellqibie services: I $695.001 1 
ar3s.oo 

Per mmth 

Note: See terms and conditions provided under separate cover 

Applicant: Our Lady of Fatima 

Name: G t S s t c  Ze/,c 
Title 

For: MetComm.Net, LLC 
Solly Aw-No'am 
Director Technical Services 

2/8/2006 RW 2 m 1 m m ~  P- 



Project or Service 
Description 

Vendor Scoring (use additional worksheets if necessarv) 

Overall Ranking 

Vendor Selected: 
Approved By: 
Title: p&&Jl f& 
Date: . z / x / ~  
Notes: 
* 
'* 

**' Weight x Raw Score 

Percentage weights must add up to 100%. Price must be weighted the heaviest. 
Evaluated on a scale of 1 to 5: l=worst. 5=best. 



E-ftate Bid Assessment Worksheet 
Funding Year 2684WOG 

Page 

- 
Vendor Scoring (use additional worksheets if necessary) 

Vendor # 1 Vendor # 2 Vendor # 3 Vendor # 4 Vendor # 5 
Raw Weighted Raw Weighted Raw Weighted Raw Weighted Raw Weighted 

Selection Criteria Weight, Score" Score- Score Score Score Score Score Score Score score 

PriceslCharges 60 3 I 2 0  5 300 
Understanding of Needs 0 

Overall Ranking 

Vendor Selected: $how 

IApproved Title: Pr; By: 
.ye: 

I .  . 
Date: ,407 
Notes: 
* 
*' 

*'* Weight x Raw Score 

I 
Percentage weights must add up to 100%. Price must be weighted the heaviest. 
Evaluated on a scale of 1 to 5: l=worst. 5=best. 
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