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To the Commission: 
 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF TEXAS STATEWIDE TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC. 
 

Texas Statewide Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (TSTCI) is an association representing twenty-one 
(21) telephone cooperatives and eighteen (18) commercial incumbent local exchange companies 
who provide service in rural, high-cost areas in the State of Texas and are within the jurisdiction 
of the Public Utility Commission of Texas.  TSTCI member companies represented in these 
comments are listed on Attachment I. 
 
TSTCI submits these reply comments in response to the FCC’s Public Notice, released February 
16, 2007, regarding a proposal to incorporate a Federal Benchmark Mechanism (FBM) to the 
Missoula Plan for Intercarrier Compensation Reform (Missoula Plan).1   
 
TSTCI would like to reiterate its strong support for the Missoula Plan and the principle of access 
charge equity across states and companies.  TSTCI urges the commission to move forward with 
the Missoula Plan and the FBM and to do the work necessary to flesh out the specifics of the 
FBM.  As discussed in TSTCI’s comments, TSTCI would like to see more specifics about how 
the FBM would be implemented and administered.  In particular, TSTCI would like to see more 
complete data on the effects of the FBM on Texas companies.  
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Letter from Peter Bluhm, Esq., Vermont Public Service Board; Christopher Campbell, Telecommunications 
Director, Vermont Department of Public Service; Steve Furtney, Chairman Wyoming Public Service Commission; 
Angela DuVall Melton, Esq., Nebraska Public Service Commission; Joel Shifman, Esq., Maine Public Utilities 
Commission; Joseph Sutherland, Executive Director, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission; and the Missoula 
Plan Supporters to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, CC Docket No. 01-92 (fil. 
Jan. 30, 2007) (FBM).  (References are to the portion of the document following the cover letter that is labeled 
“Supporting Comparability Through a Federal Benchmark Mechanism.”) 
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Several parties filing comments stressed the need for the commission to move forward on the 
phantom traffic issue.2  This issue is a critical concern to TSTCI, and TSTCI joins these 
commenters in urging the commission to address the phantom traffic issue as expeditiously as 
possible.  TSTCI would like to stress its strong support for the interim phantom traffic proposal 
filed by the Missoula Plan supporters.3 
 
TSTCI appreciates the efforts of the FBM sponsors to find solutions to the “early adopter” 
issues.  The sponsors of the Missoula Plan, the FBM and the interim phantom traffic proposal 
have submitted plans for tackling some of the most challenging problems facing the 
telecommunications industry.  While many parties have expressed criticism and opposition to 
various aspects of these proposals, TSTCI believes that failure to move forward and make 
progress on resolving these issues would be harmful to all stakeholders.  TSTCI urges the 
commission to use these proposals as the basis for developing solutions to these critical issues.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Texas Statewide Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 
 
 
 
By:   Cammie Hughes 
  Authorized Representative

                                                 
2 See Comments of Broadview Networks, NuVox Communications, one Communications Corp., and XO 
Communications on the “Federal Benchmark Mechanism” Missoula Plan Amendment, p. 8;  Comments of Frontier 
Communications On Federal Benchmark Mechanism Amendments to the Missoula Plan, p. 4;  Comments of  the 
United States Telecom Association in the ‘Federal Benchmark Mechanism’ Proposal, p. 2. 
3 See Letter from the Missoula Plan Supporters to Marlene Dortch, Secretary, FCC, CC Docket No. 01-92 (filed 
November 6, 2006) proposing an interim phantom traffic proposal to supplement the Missoula Plan’s long-term 
solutions).  



 

Attachment I 
 
 
 

TEXAS STATEWIDE TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC. 
 
Alenco Communications, Inc. 
Big Bend Telephone Company, Inc. 
Brazos Telecommunications, Inc. 
Brazos Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Cameron Telephone Company 
Cap Rock Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Central Texas Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Coleman County Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Colorado Valley Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Comanche County Telephone Company, Inc. 
Community Telephone Company, Inc. 
Cumby Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Dell Telephone Coop., Inc. 
E.N.M.R. Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Eastex Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Electra Telephone Company 
Etex Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Five Area Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Ganado Telephone Company, Inc. 
Industry Telephone Company, Inc. 
La Ward Telephone Exchange, Inc. 
Lake Livingston Telephone Company 
Lipan Telephone Company 
Livingston Telephone Company 
Mid-Plains Rural Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Nortex Communications, Inc. 
North Texas Telephone Company 
Panhandle Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Peoples Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Poka Lambro Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Riviera Telephone Company, Inc. 
Santa Rosa Telephone Coop., Inc. 
South Plains Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Tatum Telephone Company 
Taylor Telephone Coop., Inc. 
Wes-Tex Telephone Coop., Inc. 
West Plains Telecommunications, Inc. 
West Texas Rural Tel. Coop., Inc. 
XIT Rural Telephone Coop., Inc. 
 


