
My wife and I both like Martha Stewart, but on 04-13-07 show, Martha's daughter said she thinks

Imus had a right to free speech...we all know however it's well-settled with freedom of speech comes

responsibility...no yelling "fire!" in theaters, death threats, and so forth. But as concerns Imus-type

derogation of women and races, we see in MASS media today (as opposed to piecemeal online

blogs, limited circulation mainstream newsprint) that it is dominated by outlets for the disparagement

of anyone who doesn't think President Bush has this or that concept correct, or who so much as

raises responsible queries on probable cause. To the extent unlike Imus same don't stir race/gender

animosity, certainly the President du jour is entitled to a bllindered cheering section; but so then are

political opponents, and most importantly so are those who take NO side(s) and just point out or ask

about logical issues on probable cause(s) they can establish...in that spirit, i am adding my

endorsement to the following five paragraphs drawn by MinorityMedia, shown to me in asking for said

endorsement, and being to-wit:  

 

"I am writing to express my outrage that the FCC has failed in efforts to foster more minority

perspectives in mainstream media. The Don Imus controversy shows how badly we need more

diverse, independent and local media owners. But the FCC's policies are promoting exactly the

opposite outcome.

 

A recent report by the media reform organization Free Press found that that while minorities make up

33 percent of the U.S. population, only 3.26 percent of all broadcast TV stations are owned by

minorities. The report also finds that the percentage of minority-owned stations has dropped since

1998.

 

Diversity is the cornerstone of a democratic media system; we cannot afford to lose it in any way. It

would be unconscionable for the FCC to let large media owners buy up more local media outlets

before redressing the agency's failure to foster minority voices in the media.

 

The FCC should not allow relaxation or elimination of the limits on media ownership without first

hearing out widespread public concern about the problems of minority representation and lack of

minority broadcast station owners. Allowing further concentration of local media markets, will only

worsen the problems we already have.

 

Our democracy requires the free flow of local information from diverse voices. The FCC should stand

firm with the public against further concentration of media ownership in the hands of the few."[End of

MinorityMedia text]

 


