
Regarding the elimination of the Morse Code Element 1, I am very disappointed in the rulemaking,

because by eliminating this requirement for any HF privileges, you take away the very principals that

this hobby was founded on. Also, an influx of poor operating, operating outside of authorized

frequencies, modes & failure to properly ID by newly licensed Technicians has become routine by

hams around my area. Essentially, a large number of these operators view 10 meters, for example,

as a way to escape the 2 m. & 70 cm. repeaters & FCC Part 97 Rules.

 

By this change, the FCC has only proven an increase in the number of operators on the HF bands. It

is a quantity vs. quality approach that has already proven to have major repercussions, as well as an

increase in needed FCC enforcement. I monitored a conversation between 3 radio hams, only 1 of

them that passed the Element 3, that were operating on the 10 meter band in 29 MHz using FM. This

was prior to the new rulemaking having even gone into effect.

 

I’ve also noticed a greater deal of “CB slang” being used on HF, esp. on 10 meters & Technician

stations running linear amplifiers on 10 meters not permitted for use with their license class. What has

happened is by having dropped the Morse Code requirement, the FCC has opened all the access

gates & leaving them unsecured for all the “dogs” to escape & run wild. At least a great majority of the

new Techs. in my area migrated after heavy CB usage & it is very hard, nearly impossible, to break

the bad habits.

 

I feel, as do many others I know, a result of the last restructuring era on April 15, 2000. I had no

problem with the lessening of the Morse Code requirement, but did with the slicing the No-Code

Technician license in half. By this I mean having eliminated the Element 2 (Novice) exam. Both the

elements should have been combined into one test. Yes, some questions deleted, but after having

reviewed the new question pool for the Tech. license, I could’ve passed it blindfolded in the 3rd

grade. Where did all the technical skills & knowledge go? Clearly, it went away after this happened.

 

Now, the problem you, the FCC, faces, if it decides to at least require the Morse Code element for the

Extra class (though it would only make sense to reinstate it for both the General & Extra class), what

are you going to do about all the Techs. that have already made the upgrades to the General & Extra

class? Grandfather them? A number of them that have passed the Extra have already applied for,

and obtained, Group A & B (Extra & Advanced class) call signs. If you bump them back down to

Techs., you’ll have to reverse the vanity call sign grants, and reinstate their previous Group C & D call

signs. Is this practical?

 

Regardless, I do oppose the elimination of the Element 1 CW requirement as it indeed did reduce, not

eliminate, the amount if “riff raff” on the HF bands.

 

-Bradley Smith, KA8N




