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Committees: Environmental and Natural Resources Council, Committee on Infrastructure,
Committee On Bnvironmental Protection, Joint Committee on Administrative FProcedure




a4
FEE-22-2004 14:43 From: To:FCC Consumer Center P.2'3

FILED/ACCEPTED
APR 23 2007

Federa Co;nmunications Commission
Office of the Secretary

Florida House of Representatives
Representative Scott A. Randolph

District 36
District Office: Tallahassee Off
1504 East Concord Soreet 1401 Thr Car
Orlando, FL 32803 402 South Monroe 5
(807) 693-3084 Tallahassee, I'l 42
(407) BY3-3086 (fax) (B50) 488-0

Emuil: Scoll. Randolph@myfloridahouse.com

March 27,2007

Commissivner Kevin Madin

/0 Marlene Dorteh, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
OlTice of the Secretary

445 12th &t SW

Whnshington, DC 20554

Via Fax: 1-866-418-0232

RE: Docket #07-16
Dear Commissioner Martin,

It has come to my attention it a petit n is :fore the FCC that would provide free and
affordable internet access to nearly every household in the country within a decade. The
availability of a WiFi network would provide considerahle henefits for my constituents in
Florida's State TTouse District 36 in Orlando. Florida and 1urae you to consider this petition.

As you know the lack of affordable internct acecss places low=-income familics at a scvcere
disadvantage. It is estimated that 41% of students come from homes with annual incomes of less
than $20,000.00. Such a significant plurality of students in our nation with little or nu access
the internet docs not bode wel{ for the Future ol our nation as we move towards a more connceted
world, A national free WIFI network would do much o close this gap and continue the upward
mobility that our nation has had far generations.

In the private sector, the benefits of a national free WIFI are even greater, According tn the
International Telework Association and Council, 45 million people currently work from home
and this number is expected to grow exponentially in the coming year. Small buginesses make up
99% of all businesses in the country and 57% of them use the internct for business-related
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activitics. Free WiKi Wi_II increase the competitive edge these companies have and allow for more
companies to compete in the global marketplace, keeping eur economy thriving in the process.

Also. the ahility to go online and connect {0 information about their local, state and flederal
government is of particular concern t0 me. Increasingly, clected officials arc relying upon
internet communications to keep their constituents updated on important legislation affecting
their lives, Email correspondence 1S a very efficientand alTordable means lor elected officials lo
keep in contact with, and accountable to, those who elected them.

Furthermore, our schools, tirst-responders, libraries, and community centers would greatly
benefit from a free wireless network that filters out questionable material and connects citizens lo

nccded services, The United States is far behind other countries in offering uccess to broadband
internct and the proposal belvre you would close the digital divide for millions of Americans. |

strongly urge you lo approve this proposal.

‘Tha

enfresentative Scott Kando ph
Florida State House District 36 V4

¢.c.  Commissioner Copps
Commissioner Adclstein
Commissioner late
Commissioner McDowell
Fred Campbell. Wireless Bureau Chief
Senator Rill Nelson
Senator Mel Martinez
Congressman Ric Keller
Congressman 'lom Feency
Congresswoman Corrine Brown




