
I am writing to express my strong disapproval of any relaxation or elimination of the public interest

limits on media ownership. Localism and diversity are the cornerstones of a democratic media

system, and we cannot afford to compromise them in any way.

 

Limits on media consolidation have been a bulwark against the concentration of economic power in

the marketplace of ideas -- a critical part of balancing the public service mission of the media with

their private profit motive. Our democracy requires the free flow of information from a broad range of

diverse voices.

 

Any public policy seeking to protect diversity in the media must recognize the simple fact that

ownership matters. Media consolidation has already led to declines in local and minority ownership as

well as the homogenization of content in radio and television. Permitting cross-ownership of

newspapers and broadcast stations, or allowing further concentration in local television markets, will

only worsen the problems we already have.

 

When the FCC attempted to weaken and remove media ownership limits in 2003, millions of

Americans rose up in protest. Congress and the courts ultimately intervened to turn back that

misguided regulatory process.

 

Now that these same rules are being reconsidered, the FCC should stand firm with the public against

further concentration of media ownership in the hands of the few. A vote against media consolidation

is a vote for democracy.

 

I listened to the hearing in Tampa, & it was VERY CLEAR that media consolidation benefits a few rich

powerful individuals & gives them more money, more control, and more ability to manipulate the

masses.  The average citizen reaps a pipeline of propaganda at a fixed high price.  If the FCC

proceeds to loosen the restrictions on consolidation, then it proves that the FCC has a not-so-hidden

agenda: to help its friends in high places, to the detriment of the tax-paying masses.  If you cannot

serve the American public, and act for our benefit, then why are you operating on tax dollars?  Why

should we even have to tell you that media consolidation is not good for us?  I'm fed up with fighting

the government for every good thing that public citizens need and want.  Every government

department, cabinet appointee, & regulatory agency has become a self-serving puppet for greed-

driven corporate interests.  There is corruption & conflict-of-interest at every level of government.  I

don't have to tell you the details of what's wrong with media consolidation.  Hundreds of people at

every hearing have told you.  Thousands have written and emailed you.  We have monopolies in

communications, farming, healthcare....none of it is good for the consumer.  Of course, our

government, in bed with corporate interests, has very little concern for the average American citizen.

However, the American people do NOT want to be governed by men with no integrity.  And this

manipulation is going to end, mark my words.




