
Indiana Health Network - FCC Rural Health Care Pilot Program Application (WC Docket No. 02-60): Page 125 

Potential Kev Stakeholdergand Orsanizational Partners: to be determined when the 
project is initiated, based on a better understanding of the key players on the financial side 
of the project. 

Board Member Roles & Ob'liaations: 
Attendance: Committee attendance and participation is always voluntary. Attendees 
that have committed to a particular outcome should follow-through with their 
deliverables as agreed for the benefit of the larger group. 

Assessment & evaluaticn: Committee meetings will be evaluated by the attendees at 
each meeting to provide feedback on meeting structure, function, and discussion. 
Appropriate meeting management of each committee meeting will be an expectation. 

Stratesic Implications: 
Network design issues are important for the State of Indiana and a host of key 
stakeholders that will have access to using the network's functionality. Therefore, key 
officials at both government and industry levels will be involved to insure design and 
strategy are in alignment. 

ScoDe: to be determined whleri the group is convened. 

Kev Interfaces: State Government, Indiana Utility Commission, Healthcare industry, 
Telecommunications industry, prrivate business, USDA, Indiana Rural Health Association, 
Indiana Department of Health, Indiana Office of Rural Affairs, or other advocacy groups that 
identify an interest in the project goals. 

Deliverables & Milestones: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Benefits: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Critical Success Factors: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Kev Review Dates: to be determined when the group is convened. 
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Te&nology / Network Design 7 Committee Charter 

Mission Statement of Indiaja Health Network: To improve the health and well-being 
of Indiana residents, particularly those in rural areas, through the utilization of a dedicated 
broadband health network to deliver tele-health applications including but not limited to 
telemedicine, health information exchange, distance education and training, public health 
surveillance, emergency preparedness, and trauma system development. 

Purpose of the FCC Rural &alth Care Pilot Proaram is: 
9. To provide funding to suppoit the construction of state or regional broadband networks 
1O.To provide funding to support the cost of connecting the state or regional networks to 

11.To construct a dedicated broadband network that connects health care providers in a 

12.To improve access to quality medical services in remote areas 

Core Issues of TechnoloavCommittee: 

Internet2 

state or region 

technology plan issues 
selection of network design consultant partner to facilitate discussions with the 
telecommunications industry and this committee on network design standards and 
technical requirements 
internet2 connection plan 
facilitate and encourage Indiana Telecommunications Association membership 
participation 
Network Administration issues 
Interface with Project Finance Committee and Project Applications Committee on key 
issues 
Communication of activity and plans 
Provide regular reports to the Indiana Health Network Advisory Board on critical 
success factors for this lcommittee. 

MembershiD: 
Executive Sponsor (s) / Sponsoring Group: 
Facilitator: Tim McGeath, Telecommunications Attorney, 

Group Leader: Project Coordinator 

Potential Kev StakeholdersJnd Oraanizational Partners: list includes, but not limited 
to the following: 

Indiana Rural Health Association 

Hall Render 

Indiana Governor’s Office Indiana Rural Health Association 
Indiana Telecommunications Indiana Health & Hospital Association 
Association 
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Indiana University Indiana Office of Utility Consumer 

Beck n' Call. LLC Indiana Chamber of Commerce 
Indiana Higher Education Telecom Indiana OfFice of Community and Rural 

Indiana USDA office Indiana Office of Technology 
Indiana Rural Development Council 

Telecommunications Counselor 

System (IHETS) Affairs 

Board Member Roles & Obliaations: 
Attendance: Committee attendance and participation is always voluntary. Attendees 
that have committed to a particular outcome should follow-through with their 
deliverables as agreed for the benefit of the larger group. 

0 Assessment & evaluation: Committee meetings will be evaluated by the attendees at 
each meeting to provide leedback on meeting structure, function, and discussion. 
Appropriate meeting management of each committee meeting will be an expectation. 

Strateaic Imdications: 
Network design issues are important for the State of Indiana and a host of key 
stakeholders that will have access to using the network's functionality. Therefore, key 
officials at both government and industry levels will be involved to insure design and 
strategy are in alignment. 

Scooe: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Kev Interfaces: State Governlment, Indiana Utility Commission, Healthcare industry, 
Telecommunications industry, private business, USDA, Indiana Rural Health Association, 
Indiana Department of Health, Indiana Office of Rural Affairs, or other advocacy groups that 
identify an interest in the project goals. 

Deliverables & Milestones: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Benefits: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Critical Success Factors: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Kev Review Dates: to be determined when the group is convened. 



Indiana Health Network - FCC Fkural Health Care Pilot Program Application (WC Docket No. 02-60): Page 128 

Telehealth Applications I I  Committee Charter 

Mission Statement of Indiana Health Network: To improve the health and well-being 
of Indiana residents, particularly those in rural areas, through the utilization of a dedicated 
broadband health network to clelliver tele-health applications including but not limited to 
telemedicine, health information exchange, distance education and training, public health 
surveillance, emergency preparedness, and trauma system development. 

PurDose of the FCC Rural Hkalth Care Pilot Proaram is: 
13.To provide funding to support the construction of state or regional broadband networks 
14.To provide funding to support the cost of connecting the state or regional networks to 

15.To construct a dedicated bnadband network that connects health care providers in a 

16.To improve access to quality medical services in remote areas 

Core Issues of Tele-Heakh_ADDlications Committee: 

Internet2 

state or region 

. . 

. 
0 

0 

. . 
0 

0 

technology plan issues ifoir health care providers 
facilitate and encourage Indiana Rural Health and Indiana Hospital Association 
membership participation 
Administrator education; training and education for providers on telemedicine and 
potential applications 
Practical distance educatilon applications for telemedicine in Indiana 
Interface with Project Finance Committee and Technology /Network Design 
Committees on key issues 
Interface with the Indiaina Health and Hospital Association - Rural Health Council for 
input and feedback on \project deliverables 
Communication of activity and plans 
How to interface this proliect with the Indiana Department of Health on the Indiana 
Trauma system development 
How to interface this proliect with the Indiana State Department of Health and Indiana 
Office of Homeland Security and emergency preparedness communications 
Provide regular reports to the Indiana Health Network Advisory Board on critical 
success factors for this committee. 

Membership: 
Executive Sponsor (s) / Sponsoring Group: Indiana Rural Health Association 
Facilitator: 
Group Leader: 

To be determined 
IRHA Project Coordinator 
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Potential Kev Stakeholdersgnd Oraanizational Partners: list includes, but not limited 
to the following: 

Indiana State Department: of Health Indiana Office of Rural Health 
Indiana Telecommunications Indiana Health & Hospital Association 

Clarian Telemedicine St. Vincent Health 
Beck n' Call. LLC Indiana Primary Care Association 
Indiana Telehealth Advisory Indiana University School of Medicine 

Purdue University - Regenstrief Indiana Health Information Exchange 

Association 

Consortium 

Board Member Roles & Obliaations: 
Attendance: Committee attendance and participation is always voluntary. Attendees 
that have committed to a particular outcome should follow-through with their 
deliverables as agreed for the benefit of the larger group. 

Assessment & evaluation: Committee meetings will be evaluated by the attendees at 
each meeting to provide feedback on meeting structure, function, and discussion. 
Appropriate meeting man,agement of each committee meeting will be an expectation. 

Strateaic ImDlications: 
Network design issues are iimlportant for the State of Indiana and a host of key 
stakeholders that will have access to using the network's functionality. Therefore, key 
officials at both governmen,t ;and industry levels will be involved to insure design and 
strategy are in alignment. 

ScoDe: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Kev Interfaces: State Government, Indiana Utility Commission, Healthcare industry, 
Telecommunications industry, private business, USDA, Indiana Rural Health Association, 
Indiana Department of Health, Iindiana Office of Rural Affairs, or other advocacy groups that 
identify an interest in the project goals. 

Deliverables & Milestones: t o  be determined when the group is convened. 

Benefits: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Critical Success Factors: to be determined when the group is convened. 

Kev Review Dates: to be deiteirmined when the group is convened. 
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STATE OF INDIANA Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOEI Governor 
State House, Second Floor 
Indianapolis, Inchana 46204 - 

May 2,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, !Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary Dortch, 

I am pleased to support the Indiana Rural Health Association and the multiple organizations from 
across the State of Indiana that have partnered to develop an application for hnding under the 
Federal Communications Commissiions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program. 

In March 2006, I signed into law an innovative first of its kind telecommunications reform 
package that moved Indiana into a leadership position among states and opened up an era of new 
telecommunications investments across the state. Indiana’s telecom reforms were hailed by 
industry experts and other governors as the best such bill in America. 

As a direct result of these sweeping reforms, Indiana has experienced a boom in 
telecommunications investments statewide including the “High Speed to the Heartland” initiative 
that will bring new broadband senice to 33 rural communities across the state. While such 
investments represent a major step i oward delivering broadband technologies to communities 
across to Indiana, much more needs, to be done to ensure that all underserved areas both urban 
and rural enjoy the economic benefits of high speed Internet access. In particular, it is important 
that public and non-profit health care providers, including rural critical access hospitals, have 
access to the advanced telecommunications and information services needed to deliver the 
highest quality health care through telehealth and telemedicine applications. 

The Indzana Health Network would provide an innovative approach to addressing the needs of 
Indiana’s health care providers and ultimately the patients that they serve, as well as providing a 
means for all of Indiana’s health care providers to share vital information. In addition, funding 
through the Federal Communications Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program also 
promises to bring high speed connectivity to many of Indiana’s rural communities that currently 
have little or no access to this resource. 
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In addition to my full endorsement of this application, the State of Indiana is committed to 
working with the Indiana Rural Health Association and other grant partners to secure the 15 
percent match requirement as established by the FCC for the Rural Health Care Pilot Program. 
Among the possible sources of funds that may be pursued to fulfill the match requirement are: 

Existing state general furid revenue 
Other federal grant funding; received by state agencies including but not limited to the 
Indiana State Department clf Health, Family and Social Services Administration, and the 
Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs 
Private te1ecommunication:s firms that compete for and win contracts under this pilot 
program 
Health care providers that receive broadband services as a result of the grant 
Foundations or philanthropic organizations 
Local governments 

To ensure this initiative is sustainable and that all partners are invested in and dedicated to its 
success, I believe it is important tlhat the match requirement be shared appropriately among the 
grant's public, private, and non-profit beneficiaries. 

If you should have any questions re,garding this matter please contact Paul J. Mitchell, Policy 
Director for Economic &Workforce: Development, at (317) 232-4566 or via email at 
pmitchell@gov.in.gov 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Mitchell E. Daniels Jr. 
Governor 



... . ~ ~. 
~ .. ~~ 
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State of Indiana - Senate 

May 3,2007 

Mnrleue H. Dortch. Secretary 

Federal Communicatious Commission 
236 Mrwachwetts Aveime, NE, Suite 111) 
Washington. !X 20002 

Wear Secretary Wortch, 

We arc the respective sponsors of Senate Bill 489, ~hc hill supporting the application for tbnding under the Federnl 
Communications Commissions' Rural Hcall!h Cyrc Pilot Program. The bill passed boh Ha11ses unanimously and W31 

sibwcd by Indiana Governor Mirch Danicls an May 2. 

Wc fcel that this gnnt  and the effort it suiipiim we critic31 to Iiuliana foro number oirtasons. 
Indiana lkas a number of rural 3rms that are imdetservcd. The hospitals in the smtc arc lrying hard %I rcducc ovcrhc;td 
costs byeonsolidation adcoopcntion. A !first class high-speed broadband systemis absolutely essential tothissndcavor. 
Our Family nnd Social Services Administration hasrecsnllypromulgatcd arulc to allow funding for certrin teleniedicine 
procedures. Whilc this replatian is mod(:st,p it is tbe first ntcp in rcchbmizing the enormous financial w ings  that nmy 
accruc by reducing the cost of patienr and providcr transportation. Telemedicine has already S ~ I I  us hat  it can snve 
money, iiicreac thc produclivity and availatility of health civc providevs, and reduce hmiers Io palients. 

For a number of reasons, many of which m: mentioned in the application, we arc convinccd that hdiana is uniquely 
situated to ltnd the tclcmcdicine revolution. Our grcat universities, an ouislandinp mcdicdl ccnlcr, our private sector 
leaders, Md our denwgmphic situation. indie this slate a grtnl ~abordlory Tor thc dcvclopinent of JI of the new 
technologur th31 fall under the umbrella of telemedicine. 

The Iwo of UP have spent considerable effort in an attempt to bring 21* cenhuy medicine to Indiana .and would be more 
than happy to discuss our a p p l i c a u ~  with any or your shff if you please. If you should have any questioni reparding 
this matter please feel free to oontna ns ai: 
Sen. David Ford, 317-232-91107, S I Y ~ I h l . ~ w  
Rep. Ptggy Wclch, 317- 234-310l, &&$&@! 

Sinccrcly, 

Office Of the SCCrchly 

1) QJV i ord 
(R-Hutford City) ( ~ ~ b o m i n g t o n )  

i 
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P 
e ,  

P - INDIANA1 iTELECOMMUNlCA 77ONS ASSOCIATION, INC. - 
54 MONUMENT CIRCLE - SUITE 200 - INL)IANAPOLIS, IN 46204 - (317) 6357272 -FAX (317) 635-0285 - www.ifainfo.org 

April 27, 2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Commission Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12” Street, SW, Room TW-A.3;!5 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Secretary Dortch: 

The Indiana Te1ecommunii:ations Association is pleased to support the Indiana Rural Health 
Association (IRHA) and the multiple organizations from across the State of Indiana that have partnered to 
develop an application for fundi:ng under the Federal Communications Commission Rural Health Care 
Pilot Program. 

The Indiana Telecomniunications Association is the largest business trade association 
representing 41 incumbent telecommunications companies in the state and is committed to improving the 
health and well-being of residents of Indiana through telemedicine solutions. Our members provide 
essential telecom services to metropolitan areas, small towns and rural areas throughout Indiana and are 
partnering with our Critical Access Hospitals, through the IRHA, and other medical professionals to bring 
a high level of care to individuals in locations all across the state. Given these factors, I am confident that 
the Indiana HeaIth Network will prove beneficial to Indiana’s rural health care providers and ultimately 
patients through improved access to broadband that will enable increased utilization of telemedicine 
applications. 

i 
The Indiana Health Network would provide an innovative approach to address the needs of 

patients in Indiana’s rural areas. Further, the connectivity provided by the program will allow all of 
Indiana’s health care providers to share vital patient information. In addition, funding through the Federal 
Communications Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program also promises to bring high speed 
connectivity to many of Indian,a’z: rural communities that currently have little or no access to this 
resource. These new broadband connections will give Indiana’s small towns and rural areas much needed 
opportunities for economic development helping to sustain the network for years to come. 

Indiana’s telecom providers recognize the wonderful potential of this project and that is why we 
enthusiastically support it and ask your sincere consideration regarding funding the plan. If you have any 
questions regarding this matter please feel free to contact me at (317) 635-1272 or via e-mail at 
john@itainfo.org. 
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May 2,2007 If Clarian Health 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary, 

On behalf of Clarian Health in Indianapolis, Indiana, I would like to enthusiastically 
endorse the Indiana Health Network Grant submitted by the Indiana Rural Health 
Association as the lead applicant and multiple other organizations that are partnering to 
develop the FCC Rural Health Pilot Program grant to fund activities of the Indiana Health 
Network. 
Since 2004 Clarian Health has worked to develop the largest, most comprehensive 
telemedicine program in the state of Indiana. W l e  we have physicians and medical 
providers interested in providing health care services to rural Indiana communities via 
telemedicine there are many ol%iacles to overcome to enable rural communities in 
Indiana to receive sub-specialty healthcare utilizing cment technology. The Indiana 
Health Network could alleviate rnany of these obstacles making it easy for urban 
clinicians to virtually care for 'hdiana's nual communities. 

Clarian Health has been an active supporter of IRHA since their inception because of 
their role of advancing access ,and quality to mal healthcare. Clarian is represented on 
the IRHA Board, is a sponsor of their annual meeting and provides speakers and in-kind 
services to achieve the organization's goals and initiatives. 

If Indiana receives funding for the Indiana HealthNetwork Clarian telemedicine staffwill 
be actively involved in the work plan as a member of the advisory board and designated 
working committees. We are conlmitted to the proposed work plan role out and intend to 
participate at the highest level of support to lend our expertise as appropriate. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information please do not hesitate to 
contact me at 317-962-2188 or via e-mail atjbaronfiiklarian org. 

Regards, 

Baron 
Telemedicine Program Director 
Clarian Health 
1633 N. Capitol Avenue, Suite 102 
Indianapolis, IN. 46237 

1-65 af 21" Srrect 
P.O. Box 1367 
Indiulapolir, Indiana 
46206-1367 
www.darian.org 

317-962-2000 
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April 26, 2007 

Commis5ion's S ~ o r ~ t w y  
Office of the Secretary 
Fedcrai Communication!; Commission 
236 M ~ S S ~ W S B I I S  AVBIIUS. NE, Suite t to  
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear secruiilry, 

I am writing you today in supporl Of the gmnt BppliCation for the indiana Health Network. The 
indima Rum Health Asnociation Is the lead applicant. and ow company aioiig With our calieagues ~n 
the indiana Telecammuriicatians As90Ctation has pstneied to develop a pian for the FCC Humi 
Heaithcare Piiot Pmgram. l h e  application would go toward the funding Of the Indiana Health 
Netw", 6 .  

With a numbs of Indians ccunties ut or near poverty ievei. it is crucial for us BS tetecom pmvidws to 
patrier With the hidiana Rum Health Associstion to provide connectivity The tridiaiis Health 
Network would ailow patienis who live in o m  communities to stay closer to home by traveling only a 
Short dtstance la 8 rurai hospitsi and yet receive incdicai care svaiisbte only In urban 81889 via 
Wemedicine. By using ii vibrant fber optic network provided by i o a i  telecom providars. the indiana 
Health Network can saw? patient3 B great deai of their hard earned money by cutting bw;k on car 
twvei 10 see e SpeCiaiiSt TliiS is vital as energy prices coniinuc to ~ I S D  and some of our Inelghbocs' 
income remains fixed. 

Currently. Sniithviile Digital provide8 fiber optic connectivity to Bioomiogton Hospital and HBBithCare 
system. Our connectior8S irictude RadiationlOnCoiogy. Southem indiana Radiological ASSOCisteJ 
and Bioomington Horpltiil of Orange County. Muny of the custo~(iers in Bioointngton Hospital's 
Sewing area live in high poverty areas and have very limited incomes that ~eslrlct trawl in ternis of 
fuel cos1 and time away from Work for a specialist visit. 

If approved. Smithville Digitill stands ready to inow faward in cormenins neighboring CrItiCat 
Access Hospitals in very rum areas. TheSe hospifais will receive World-class fiber optic connectivity. 
As President of the comimy, i am witiing to SCNC in an advisory 01 board cspacly to help inkire 
t h ~ t  thc projects of the iiidiana Health Network are achieved within their timeitnes. 

I strongly ~ ~ p p o r t  the initiative5 of m e  Indians Health Network not only for my business but also as a 
conBUmei. Tho lime has mnw lor the hdiann Heaith Ndwork. 

i am always plea~ed to Z ~ S ! N C I  any questions that may come along pertaining to Smithvilie OtgituVs 
invoivement in this project. i can be reached by phone at 812-876-7830 or cutien~smithviite.net 

Thsnk you for your consideration Of this appiisation. 

Sincereiy, 

Smttt Digital, LLC 
1600 west Temperance 
W Box 271 

Elfeffiville, iN 47429 

812-876-2211 

Fax: 8124764180 
www.smithuittedigital.net 

Cullen H. MtCarty I 
President 
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ihets, 

Interim Direcfcr 
lndioia Higher Ediicslion 'I'elemmmtthioalim System 
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May 3,2007 
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Spencer L Grover, FAGHE 
vm Prewdant 
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IHIE 
Indiana Health information Exchange 

April 30. 2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary Dortch, 

Indiana Health Information Exchange (IHIE) is pleased to support the Indiana Rural Health 
Association and the multiple organizations from across the State of Indiana that has partnered to 
develop an application for funding under the Federal Communications Commissions' Rural Health 
Care Pilot Program. 

IHIE is very excited about this initiative and supports it fully. We also view it as an important step in 
IHIE's ability to connect to the rest of Indiana. While we move forward with our efforts in larger 
demographic areas, the ability to "connect" into the rural areas will become more important. 

We are committed to helping this effort move forward in any way reasonably possible and support the 
funding of this initiative. 

If you have any questions or would like to talk further about IHIEs  support, please feel free to call me 
at (317-644-1720) or email me at ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i h i ~ , c o ~ i .  

Thomas P. Penno 
Chief Operating Officer 

846 N Senate Avenue, Suite 300 Indianapolis, IN 46202 317-644-1750 Fax: 317-644-1751 
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.....- ___._I I___-- 

One Ni~nIl Capitol, !iuitc 600 * Indianapolis. IN 46204 , RW.814.2416 * 3 17,233,3597 (fax) 
m*w.ocrs.nu,o" 
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b 

a - 

INDIANA RlJlZAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
664.0 Inteeh Boulward, Suite 150  Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 
Telephone: 317,275,2245 Fax: 317.275.2246 
www.rura l indiana .oi .g  

& 

April 27,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretaq 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachuseds Ave. NE, Suite I I O  
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary Dortch: 

The Indiana Rural Development Council (IRDC:) wants to express its support for the Indiana HeaNh Nefwork grant submitted 
by the Indiana Rural Health Association to the FCC’s Rural Health Care Pilot Program. 

Over the last two years, hundreds of individuals, organizations, and community leaders have been creating the Rural Indiana 
Strategy for Excellence -RISE 2020. The strategy is built upon the premise that communities and people plan in industry 
sectors, but live multi-dimensionally. The Indiamr Health Nehvork project fits well within the needs identified by many of our 
work groups, especially Health and Human Services. Health care facilities and service providers touch communities in many 
overlooked ways - key rural employers, civic kadership, careers, social and intellectual capital, community infrastructure, 
quality-of-life, and health care. That is why this project can meet your objectives and those of communities throughout Indiana. 

The IRDC is very committed to the Indiana Rural Health Association and its partners in this endeavor. We consider IRHA to 
be one of our most important and trusted partner groups. This grant will enable citizens in underserved areas to gain access to 
critical services and improve the exchange of information. This program can also bring high speed broadband access to rural 
communities once again demonstrating the leading role that health services plays in rural development. 

In today’s world it is not enough for a community to connect to its neighboring towns by roads and highways. They must 
connect to others in a region, across the nation, and to the global marketplace through the Internet. This grant will spur 
innovation in many sectors and communities and improve lives at the same time. We hope you will select this application 
for your program. 

If you have any questions about RISE 2020 or this: grant and our support, please contact me at 317.275.2245 or 
panderson(aruralindiana.org. 

Sincerely, 

Phillip G. Anderson 
Executive Director 
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Michell E. Daniels, Jr. 
(3cwmof 

Judith A. Monrw, M.D. 
Stale Heawh Cmrnmbfw 

April 27,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, J.D., A.B., Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary Dortch: 

The Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) welcomes the opportunity to endorse the grant 
application for the Indiana Health Network Grant submitted by the Indiana Rural Health 
Association (IRHA). The grant a.w,ard is needed in Indiana to help build telemedicine 
partnerships with critical access hospitals and other necessary partners. This project will allow 
Indiana's rural health community meet one of the objectives that it has tasked the Indiana State 
Office of Rural Health (SORH) to achieve. The objective is to complete an assessment of 
Indiana's current telehealth prograrns and propose potential network opportunities by October 
2007. 

ISDH SORH funded two statewide assessments focusing on telemedicine resources in critical 
access hospitals and current technology infrastructure used in the state for telemedicine. It also 
funds a tele-mental health project with the Richard G. Lugar Center for Rural Health, one of its 
strongest partners. 

The IRHA and ISDH have participated in many partnerships since the origination of IRHA in 
1997. ISDH is committed to providing support for this project through SORH and is very 
interested in the project outcomes a.s they impact future initiatives and expansions. 

If I can provide further informati'on or be of assistance, please contact me through Sarah Renner, 
Director of Partner Relations at (3 17) 233-7679 or srenner@isdh.in.gov. The Partner Relations 
Division oversees the State Office of Rural Health. 

For a Healthier Tomorrow, 

JUDITH A. MONROE, M.D. 
STATE HEALTH COMMISSIO'NER 
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April 21,200’7 

Co,nmmssion’r Srcretilry 
Office of the :Sccrcwy 
Federal Cimmunications Coinmission 
236 Ilaswuhuselts Avmuc, NE, Suitc I10 
Wsshington, IDC 201102 

Deal Sccrr:tary, 

Indiana Uniwmity i s  strongly engaged in the provision of medical S ~ N ~ C ~ S .  mnlical 
teaching and lswiing, m d  ressrch beyond the perimeter of its eight campuses. Through 
cominuniq outretach, and its stmtcgic plan lo Qmmtc life %ieilceS rcscarch and 
enterprise, thc  riniversity platis to fwlhcr cngagc with outlyiiig Indiana cinnniunitie? to 
advauce 
of Iloosieis is: iinproving access to healrh care in i w n l  minmui~ities. 

A look inside inany rural hospitals. whether liere or across the mtion-would r w a l  R 

gap i n  spe,;ially pl~ysicims and sewiccs. ‘Through providing mudical consultation vi* 
tclernedicine msotvccs, Indxana Univcniry can bring world-class expeiTise to health 
pmctitiontn ):hat !need them In lhe health industry. telcnicdicine is hishly rcgnrded ns a 
mechanism t o  bridge &a gap of underserved populations, atid p r ~ i d ~  further insight to 
the practitioner while providing eoovcnient, cost-effective health Care lo tl~e paticnr. 

Connecting our nmtl coinrnuiiilics is an endeavor to which w c  will gladly lend that 
expciiise. lnc!iiuis (Jniversiry is highly capable and prqmed lo  sham its advanced 
cumputin): ~ ~ E O U ~ C C S  iind telecoinmuiiieationr through our Olabal Kcscarch Nchvork 
Operations Centcr (GlobulNOC). The GlobdNOC offcss suppan, Il-security, 
mmagenwnt. and engiiiecring For sevcrrl national and iiitmiafioiial highpoed nctworks 
for research rlnd education. including Inlcmel2 and I-Light-Indiana’s statewide higher 
education nclwork. Not only will funding from the FCC Rural Hcalth Care Pilol 
P q r m  facilitate easier access to mulical trcalmenl to Indiana’s nual citizem, an 
Indiana Heali:h Network will serve to bring high speed hrondbnnil connectivity into 
comiiunilirs diat ctu.iso~ly du not Iravt awebs to such a scrviss. 

For these TCBFOI~S, wc joiu with, and voice our enthusiastic rnpporl for, the Indkanil Kiirsl 
Ilenltl, Asroiiulim and othci parleers i n  seeking a grant ruider the I‘CC Ilutiil I lcalth 
(:are P!Iot Program 

1 l you bavc any questions nbout oiir involvrnient on behalf of Indiana Universily, please 
C O ~ W C I  me io hwhecle<@u.edu. 

economy and overilll health of Hoosiers. One step to hclp improve the health 

Sincerely: 
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KECENSTRIEF CENTER : , $ . . ,  
, ,  DISCOVERY PARK 

. .  
, , ,  , ,  , ,  

i\pril 24.2007 

Oflice ofthe Secretary 
I:etlmo.i Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avcnue. NE, Suile I I U  
Washingion, DC 20002 

1)car Sccrcrary Dortch 

'I he lndima Rural lleillth Association (IRHA) is leading an efkx l  iii rrsponse lo your Rural Health 
Pilot Progcam to support the development ofthe Indiana 1 leiilih Network. 'Ibis c t h t  reprc.;ents XI 

unpecedemed collabnction bitwccn a large number ol'lndiana heidthwrc providers. 
1ClCC"iiirn"iiie.lfii)n providas, cud oihcr stakhalderr to address a clew liidians nced. Indizffla. as you 
oiay know. lags behind most 01 her slates i n  our dcvclopmento1 key infm.trur tw components 
ncccssary for ensuring quality iheelthcare drlivny to our large ~ m l  population. 

'The Rc~!cnsIl-icfCeriiei for Ilc;dthcal-e Engieceiing (RCIIE) at Furdoe IJnivcisity would like lo 
caprcss strong s~~pport for tIii3 ~proposd. We sliare your goal for improving healthurr delivery to 
NTBI communities. and we lbcliwe the IRIlA's propasill rrpresents u much-needed liamrwork for 
~rimting the healthcarc nceds of many Indimit citimns. In support of Illis cffbn, RCHE Is committed 
tu eiccodioy its expcdisc l o  sqqmrt  this r t k l  thou& participalion on i~ executive idvisory board 
and any  oihcr wny deemed 'ucful to this critical initkztive. RCIlli i8 unique in that it pmmotes a 
systrrns engineering approach to improving the hcalthcare delivery procuss and is drdicntcd IO 

connecting Purduc msearch faoolty with the iiiost pressing hulthcan delivery need3 of the state 
RCHE i i  supported thmqh fitsidine fram Purduc University, the K e ~ e n s t r i e f F ~ ~ ~ n d * i o n .  nnd gilts 
l?om krg strategic healthcan providers in rhc statc, including SI. Vinccnt Ilealth and Commuiiity 
llealth Network. two oflhe largest healthcare notworks in the statc uf Indiana. 

Wr urge you io rtiongly c o ~ s i t l ~ r  IKIIA's npplicatioe for thcse much needed funds. Wc arc 
comii~ced ofthe merit OC ttlis ;q,plicatian arid hope to he ahlc to collaboratc with IRIIA with thc 
devciopnciil ol'lhc Indimut l l ~ a l t h  Nctworh. 

Siaccrely, 

CfL." hl$- 
Dr. Steven Witz 
SI. Vinceni Health Chair of Iloaltlicarr Enginrering 
Dimcior, Re~mst i i e f  Contei for Ilealthcare Engineering 

PURDUE 
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Llnited States DepaRment of Agriculture 

~ u r a l  Development - indiana State office 

May 1, 2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Secretary Dortch; 

This letter is to convey to you the su;pport of USDA Rural Development for the grant request being 
submitted to you for funding through the FCC's Rural Health Care Pilot Program by the Indiana Rural 
Health Association and other partners .from Indiana. The grant request is for funding to support an 
important initiative which will clearly improve the availability and quality of health care in rural Indiana 
using modern communications. 

USDA Rural Development delivers funding programs to rural America in the areas of single and 
multifamily housing, business develciprnent and expansion, community facilities, and infrastructure. In 
fact, we too administer a funding program that promotes the use of modern communications technology 
to bring the advantages of professioilal healthcare to rural areas. It has been our experience that this 
access to modern communications tlschnology is a key to the sustainability and growth of rural America 
whether it is in the field of business, education, government, or healthcare. We believe that the future of 
rural America will depend largely on the degree that rural residents share the same access to modern 
communications technology as their urban counterparts just as in the last century rural residents needed 
electrical and telephone service to sunrive and prosper. 

The lndiana Health Network initiative supported by this grant request would significantly improve the 
availability and quality of health care in rural Indiana by enabling health care providers to share critical 
health care information through moder!n communications. We certainly support this request and 
appreciate your consideration of it. 

If you have any questions about why USDA Rural Development wholeheartedly supports this endeavor I 
hope you will contact me at 317-290-310 , extension 400. P 

'- ROBERT WHITE 
m S t a t e  Director 

5975 Lakeside Boulevard . Indianapolis. IN 46278-1996 
Phone: (317) 290-3100. Fax: (317) 290-3095. TDD: (317) 290-3348. Web: hnp://www.rurdev.usda.gaviln 

Cornmined to the future of rural COrnrnUnlties 

Rural Development is an Equal Oppoturiity Lender, Provider and Employer. Compiaints of discdmination Should be Sent to 
USDA. Director. ORice ef Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410. 


