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Acronym
USC University of Southern California
USDA-RUS United States Department df Agriculture - Rural Utilities Service
VLAN Virtual Local Area Network
VPN Virtual Private Network
| V-RH | Virtual Regional Hub
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 11 11 Franklin Strect
Oakland, California 94607-5200
Robert C. Dynes Phone: (5140) Y87-9074
President Fax: (510) 987-9086
hitp:llwww.ucop.edu
May 3,2007

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 - 12th Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

The University of California (UC) is pleased to submit this application on behalf of the State
of California for funding to support a proposed new statewide California Telehealth Network
in response to the Federal Communication Commission’s Order for the Rural Health Care
Support Mechanism.,

In developing this proposal, new partnerships have been created that join the University’s
health sciences instructional system together with the interests of Governor Schwarzenegger,
State and federal legislators, private industry, and rural California health facilities to create
a new state-of-the-art California Telehealth Network. This initiative aligns closely with

the Governor’s priorities for accelerating the deployment of broadband telecommunication
technologies, as well as with UC priorities for investing new bond funding for statewide
telemedicine purposes. The proposed pilot would also encourage other public and private
entities to work with us to develop a state-of-the-art network that will play a major role in
meeting California’s growing health-care needs.

As you may be aware, the UC system operates the largest health sciences program in the
nation and our five academic medical centers serve as major providers of patient services.

I n view of growing state shortages of physicians, nurses and other health professionals, we
have recently completed a major systemwide planning effort for the health professions. In
keeping with this plan, UC intends to increase the number of students admitted to four of
our five medical schools in fall 2008 through new teaching programs that focus uniquely on
the needs of medically underserved communities.

As recently as November 2006, California voters approved an important bond initiative that
will provide $200 million in funding to support this expansion and fund development of new
telemedicine programs to increase access to specialty services provided by UC medical school
faculty. As we work toward our vision for a new statewide network, we are fortunate and
proud to have an outstanding record of success with telemedicine as a result of efforts by
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our UC Davis (UCD) campus and the UCD Health System. | am pleased to note it was
recently recognized as a national leader and awarded the prestigious President's Award by
the American Telemedicine Association.

As indicated in several letters of support for this proposal, UC was asked by State agencies,
the rural health community, and other partners to serve as the lead organization and
applicant for the project. Although we are ready and committed to filling this role, we intend
for this to remain ajoint endeavor with our partners through all phases of the project. If
funding for the pilot is provided, the Office of the President's Division of Health Affairs and
the UC Davis Health System will share the responsibility for leading and managing the
project.

If you have questions about the application, please get in touch with Cathryn Nation, M.D.,
Executive Director--Health Sciences, who is the lead for my office or Thomas Nesbitt, M.D.,
Executive Associate Dean at the UC Davis Health System, who is the lead for UC Dauvis.
Dr. Nation can be reached by telephone at (510) 987-9705 and Dr. Nesbitt can be reached
by telephone at (916) 734-1358.

We look forward to your review and feedback.

Sincerely,

\,Q:&‘r R e pr

ert C. Dynes
Enclosure

cc: Chancellor Vanderhoef
Provost Hume
Executive Vice President Darling
Assistant Vice President Arditti
Assistant Vice President Sudduth
Executive Director Nation
Executive Associate Dean Nesbitt
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May 5, 2007

Mr KevinJ. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

It is with great pleasurethat | am writing to support the California proposal for the
Federal Communications Commission Rural Health Pilot Program. UC Davis has one
of the leading telemedicine programs in the world. and I am proud df the impact we
have had on rural California.

! recently had a chance to presentthe UC Davis Telemedicine Program to the UC
Board of Regents. As a component of our presentation, we showed a video that tells
the story of a child from Witlits. a small town that is approximately four hours north of
Sacramento. He was brought to this rural emergency department in critical condition
and, by most accounts, would likely have died without the telemedicine link to UC Davis
Children's Hospital. Our faculty physicians collaborated with the local clinicians to guide
them in life-saving procedures.

The pediatric critical care program is just one example of the work that has been
accomplished by Drs. Tom Nesbitt and Jim Marcin and their colleagues in an effort to
improve health care and the quality of life for the people of this State.

The FCC pilot program to expand broadband depioyment throughout California is critical
to expand access to healthcare services. The University of California, Davis, offers
resources beyond just the School of Medicine to support this goal. For example, the
College of Engineering has experts in telecommunications. information, and robotics
technology who can contribute to this important project.

As a land grant institution. UC Davis has a mission to serve society's needs, with a
special obligation to the people of Northern California. We are committed to outreach,
and telemedicine is a key illustrationof our achievement in reaching well beyond our
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campus to work closely with communities. As a leading research institution, we also
discover new knowledge and advance technology. This places UC Davis as a match for
the goals of the FCC pilot = to expand access to healthcare and to implementinnovative
technology.

We are excited about this opportunity, and are prepared to support the state-wide
expansion of telemedicine

Sincerely,

Q%&MM()

Larry N. Vanderhoef
Chancellor

fid!

c. Vice Chancellor and Dean Pomeroy
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OFFICE OF THE VICE CHANCELLOR UC DAVIS HEALTH SYSTEM

HUMAN HEALTH SCIENCES

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 4610 X STREET

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95817
TELEPHONE (916) 734-7131 MEDICAL SCIENCES I-C

FAX: (916) 734-7055 DAVIS. CALIFORNIA 95616
May 3,2007

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Chairman Martin,

I am writing to strongly support the Californiaproposal to the Federal Communications
Commission Pilot Project. For the past months, | have worked closely with the
consortium of stakeholdersin our state to create what we believe is a unique proposal
that blends technical innovation with cost effectiveness to achieve the ultimate goal of
Increasing access the healthcare services.

Since 1992, UC Davis has utilized technology to improve access to quality healthcare
services. As Director of the Center for Health and Technology, | oversee a broad
program that includes inpatient and outpatient clinical telemedicine, distance
education, and medical informatics. We currently provide clinical and educational
servicesto over eighty sites throughout California. In May of 2006, our program was
given the President's Award from the American Telemedicine Association in
recognition of our broad impact of the field of telemedicine. As an academic medical
center, one of our mission areas is to share knowledge. Since 1999 we have trained over
a thousand people around the world to implement telemedicine through our
Telemedicine Learning Center. Similarly, we have technical assistance contracts with a
variety of organizations seeking to increase access to care for underserved populations.
We also work closely with the State of Californiain the area of disaster preparedness,
specifically to implement telehealth and other technology support solutions.

UC Davis is prepared to play a leadership and resource role for the California FCC Pilot
proposal. Thisrole as "'resource" for technical, operational and policy issues is similar
to UC Davis' participation in the implementation of the Proposition 1D funding, so it is
a natural fit for the FCC pilot project. Center for Health and Technology staff and
faculty will work closely with the UC Office of the President and the consortium
members to design, implement and monitor the network architecture. In addition, we
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will continue our work in training and technical assistance to ensure that organizations
who benefit from the FCC pilot funding have sustainable models to succeed beyond the
grant period.

This pilot project is an exceptional opportunity for technical innovation and represents
the next phase of telehealth in the nation. UC Dauvis is enthusiastic about participating
in such a project and we encourage the Commission to give consideration to the
Californiaproposal.

Sincerely, ]

Thomas S. Nesbitt, M.D., M.P.H.
Executive Association Dean,
Clinical and Administrative Affairs
Director, Center for Health and Technology
Professor, Department of Family and Community Medicine



PusLic UTiLitTiEs CoMMISSION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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MicHAEL R. PEEVEY TEL: {415) 703-3703
PRESIDENT FAX: {415) 703-5091

May 1,2007

Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Application of California re FCC Rural Health Care Pilot Program

Dear CW

As the Chairman of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and the Chairman
of the Board of the California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF), | am pleased to express
my support and endorsement of the California's Telemedicine Application for the Federal
Communications Commission Rural Health Care Pilot Program.

The deployment of broadband technology throughout California is one of the CPUC’s
major goals. Recently, the CPUC formed anon profit organization, CETF, with voluntary
donations of $60 million from SBC and Verizon relating to their mergers with AT&T and
MCI, respectively. The goal of the CETF is to bring broadband to unserved or
underserved communities in California. As noted in the accompanying letter of support
from Sunne Wright McPeak, CETF President and Chief Executive Officer, CETF has
committed up to $3.6 million over two years towards the 15% match required by the FCC
for the California Telemedicine application. As the Chairman of the CETF Board, |
wished to personally assure you that CETF, and the CPUC as well, are committed to
bridging the digital divide in California and share the laudable goals of the Rural Health
Care Pilot Program to bring telemedicine to our rural areas.

My colleague, Commissioner Rachelle Chong (a former FCC commissioner whom | know
you have met), has helped lead and support the efforts of an unprecedented statewide
group consisting of University of California, health care providers across the state, many
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state government agencies, and other stakeholders to craft this single California application
for funding under the Rural Health Pilot Program. This group has worked very hard to
prepare an application that we think is consistent with the FCC’s stated goals and
objectives in its order establishing this pilot program. | urge you to consider this
California application carefully.

Thank you very much in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

i#hael R. Ptevey
President

Cc:  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
Secretary Dale Bonner, Business, Transportation and Housing Agency
Sunne Wright McPeak, President and CEO, CETF



e SR, APR 2 5 2007
, PRESIDENT'S IMMEDIATE OFFICE
April 24,2007 7
Plense dvike, — xeir<L
President Robert Dynes yeepense Har gEe
University of California Prer Pofent LCH
1111 Franklin Street, 12™ Floor A
Oakland, California 94607 cme

Dear President Dynes:

The purpose of this letter is to confirm that the California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF) has
committed up to $3.6 million over two years towards the 15% match required by the Federal
Communications Commission for a Rural Telemedicine Pilot Project in California being submitted
by the University of California on behalf of a consortium of collaborative partners. This action was
taken by the CETF Board of Directors at their reqular meeting on December 12,2006.

The California Emerging Technology Fund is a non-profit public benefit corporation established
pursuant to orders from the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) in approving the
mergers of SBC-AT&T and Verizon-MCI in 2005. As a condition of the mergers, the companies
are required to contribute to CETF a total of $60 million over 5 years as seed capital. As per the
directive from the CPUC, the mission of the California Emerging Technology Fund is to provide
leadership statewide to minimize the Digital Divide by accelerating the deployment of broadband
technology and increasing adoption in underserved communities throughout California.

The California Emerging Technology Fund has researched the existing literature and conducted
“fact finding” meetings throughout California to obtain input in preparing a Strategic Action Plan.
The approved CETF Strategic Action Plan framework identifies telemedicine as a key strategy for
driving deployment of broadband technology into underserved communities. Thus, CETF regards
the California Rural Telemedicine Pilot Project proposal to the FCC as a very high priority for a
matching grant. Further, CETF is committed to continuing to work with all the partners who have
collaborated in preparing the California proposal to ensure that the FCC project is successful.

Sincerely, >
Sunne Wright McPeak

President and Chief Executive Officer

c. Governor Armold Schwarzenegger
Secretary Dale Bonner, Business, Transportation and Housing Agency

The California Emerging Technology Fund +The Hearst Building € 5 Third Street, Suite 520 + $an Francisco, CA 94103
415-744-CETF phone + 415-744-2399 Fax + www.cetfund.org



Colifornio Portnership for the
San Joaquin Valley

May 4,2007

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

On behalf of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley (Partnership), we are
pleased to endorse the University of California's Application for the Federal Communication
Commission Rural Health Care Pilot Program (FCC Pilot Program).

The accelerated deployment of broadband telecommunication technologies in the San
Joaquin Valley, specifically for use in telemedicine, is one of the priorities of the
Partnership's ten year strategic action plan, which was recently adopted by Governor
Schwarzenegger. The FCC Pilot Program will complement and add value to our Advanced
Communication Services tele-health initiative, which encourages public and private sector
stakeholders tojoin with the San Joaquin Valley's rural health care providers in developing a
strategy for the creation of a region- and statewide telemedicine network.

Together with an investment from the California Emerging Technology Fund, the FCC's
funds will make quality health care more accessible to residents living in the Valley's rural
areas. In addition, a grant was recently provided from the Partnership to the University of
California Merced's tele-health initiative that is included in this proposal. The Partnership
grant will help sustain the efforts of the FCC Pilot Program.

Again, please accept our strong support for University of California's application. We look
forward to working with the FCC and the University of California to advance tele-health
applications in the San Joaquin Valley.

Sincerely,

(toley

Connie Conway
Tulare County Board of Supervisors
Chair, California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley

5010 N Woodrow Ave.
2nd Floor, M/SWC 142
Fresno, California 93740

569.294.6021 T
55682946024 F
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Northern Sierra Rural Health Network |

April 26,2007

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

Northern SierraRural Health Network (NSRHN) strongly supportsthe application of the
University of California in response to the FCC Rural Health Care Pilot Program. NSRHN
members consist of isolated rural health providers that are located hundreds of miles away
from urban specialty centers. With the help of the FCC Rural Health Care Universal Service
Program, NSRHN members have been able to expand access to care and improve quality
through the use of telemedicine services since 2000.

The application submitted by the University demonstratesan unprecedented collaboration
between public and private entities within the state of California. The dream to bring
broadband servicesto remote comers of the state is now being realized through the
commitment of the wide array of partners you see listed in the application. With the
participation of the FCC, rural health providers that have long been disenfranchised from the
benefits of technology can now take advantage of a state-of-the at network that will provide
security, high-speed, high-bandwidth connectivity at an affordable price.

NSRHN was one of many organizationsfrom around the country that urged the FCC to think
creatively of how it could expand the benefits of the rural heath care program to more
communities. We are very pleased that the FCC has launched this exciting program and we
look forward to working with our partners in Californiato make this a successful model
program that can be replicated in other parts of the country.

Sincerely,

M %\1 WA~
SPERANZA AVRA

Executive Director

138 New Mohawk Rd., Suite 100 Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 470-9091 FAX (530) 470-9094 E-mail: info@nsrhn.org
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April 27, 2007

Mr. Kevin I. Martin, Chairman

Federal Communications Commissions
445 12" Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dr. Chairman Martin,

As CEO of Ridgecrest Regional Hospital, | am pleased to endorse the University of
California's Application for the Federal Communication Commission Rural Health Care
Pilot Program (FCC Pilot Program).

I am writing on behalf of the Southern Sierra Telehealth Network, which is a part of that
application and is a telemedicine network established in 2000 by our hospital. We were
initially funded for this project by the California Telemedicine and e-Health Center, but
we are now self-sustaining and performed 1236 interactive telemedicine visits last year.
We are a small hospital that serves the remote high desert areas east of the Sierra Nevada
mountain range and a medically underserved population with few medical specialists.
We have no resident psychiatrists, pulinonologists, or intensivists and lack many other
critically needed specialists. We are located 85 miles from the next largest hospital and
more than two hours ambulance ride from the nearest tertiary care medical center.
Telemedicine has been the only way that we can obtain psychiatric consultations in our
area, for example, and we have extended those services and other specialty consults to
critical access hospitals and other facilities in areas even more remotely located than our
facility.

The accelerated deployment of broadband telecommunications technologies that the FCC
Pilot Program would provide would greatly improve the capabilities of our network to
provide health care services to our region, which serves patients from 12% of the land
area of California but has a population of only 136,000.

(760)446-3551 . TDD (760) 44
1081 North China Lake Boulevard -



Together with an investment from the California Emerging Technology Fund, the FCC’s
funds will make quality health care more accessible to Californians living in rural areas.
In addition, successful implementation of the FCC Pilot Program in California will
demonstrate how to effectively bring the benefits of broadband connectivity to health
care providers and patients in rural areas around the nation.

We appreciate the opportunity to compete for federal funds that will provide much
needed assistance to those living in California’s rural areas and enable California
providers to make our state’s medical expertise available to rural areas throughout the
nation.

Sincerely,

Nl @ Wlobthon-

David A. Mechtenberg, CEO

4

David/FCCPilotProgram
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April 26,2007

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, IDC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

On behalf of the Central Valley Health Network (CVHN), I am writing in support of the
University of California's Application for a Federal Communication Commission Rural
Health Care Pilot Program (FCC Pilot Program). This application is evidence of
collaboration between numercus health care providers throughout Califomia which will
be tantamount to the FCC Pilot Program's success. CVHN has been involved with the
program development and is committed to the project.

CVHN is a consortium of 13 Federally Qualified Health Center nonprofit corporations that
provide comprehensive, preventive primary care services throughout the Central Valley of
California. CVHN Members operate 102sites in 19 counties providing 2.2 million encountersto
500,000 paticnts annually. As CVHN is implementingits own Videoconferencing and
Telemedicine project, we look forward to the FCC Pilot Program which will increase access to
health care services in the Central Valley and shares in a common vision with CVHN.

As California continues to grow in undetserved populations, rural areas of the Central
Valley increase in needs but not in services. Telemedicine and eHealth are vital to
increasing access in the Central Valley and are the only opportunity in some communities
to increase health care services as the Central Valley has been historically neglected of
vital services.

CVHN strongly encourages your support for this very important project and is
committed to participate in this unique California collaboration.

Sincerely,

-

David Quackenbush
Chief Executive Officer
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April 26, 2007

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

Open Door Community Health Centers (ODCHC) strongly supports the
application of the University of California in response to the FCC Rural
Health Care Pilot Program. Through our ten clinics and mobile dental
van, the Open Door serves the isolated North Coast region of California,
bringing vital specialty care to our rural region through our telemedicine
network. Through funding support from Federal, State, local and private
agencies, ODCHC has been able to expand access to care for the poor,
underserved and uninsured through the use of telemedicine services
since 1999.

We are very excited about the unparalleled collaboration that the
University’s proposal represents, and | firmly believe that the multilevel

partnership will significantly improve the health of rural people across
the state of California.

ODCHC has long been a leading advocate for rural issues, and has
championed the potential of telemedicine to alleviate the disparities in
access and quality of health care across economic and geographic
barriers. The new FCC program is an important step toward improving
the health and quality of life of rural America, and we look forward with
excitement to working with our partners in Californiato make this a
successful model program.

Sincerelv.

"

errmann Spetzler

Chief Executive Officer
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Mr. Kevin J. Martin
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

The Community Clinics Health Network (CCHN) strongly supportsthe application of the
University of Californiain response to the FCC Rural Health Care Pilot Program. The
Community Clinics Health Network (CCHN) is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profit subsidiary of
the Council of Community Clinics, founded in 1993to provide managed care contracting
and management supportto San Diego’s community health centers. Today, the mission
of CCHN has broadened to include activities to enhance quality of care, improve
population health outcomes and strengthen business efficiencies by offering specialized
programs, services and technology expertise to over 30 community clinic and health
center organizations. CCHN provides technical expertise in quality and operational
management and managed care support including contracting, utilization review and
credentialing. CCHN also provides quality improvement and disease management
services and assistance to participating community health centers.

It is the vision of CCHN to be recognized as a national leader for creating model
programs, sharing expertise, and providing exceptional services in collaborative
healthcare ventures that result in stronger community clinics and health centers, as well
as healthier communities. CCHN members consist of both isolated rural and urban
specialty health providers that span Imperial, Riverside and San Diego Counties which
are often hundreds of miles away from each other. With the help of the FCC Rural Health
Care Universal Service Program, CCHN members have been able to expand access to
care and improve quality through the use of telemedicine services since 2005.

The application submitted by the University demonstrates an unprecedented collaboration
between public and private entities within the state of California. The dream to bring
broadband services to remote comers of the state is now being realized through the
commitment of the wide array of partners you see listed in the application. With the
participation of the FCC, rural health providers that have long been disenfranchised from
the benefits of technology can now take advantage of a state-of-the art network that will
provide security, high-speed, high-bandwidth connectivity at an affordable price.

B. Kathlyn Meid
Chief Executive Officer

619.542.4300 * Fax 619.542.4350 * www.ccc-sd.org
7535 Metropolitan Drive * San Diego, CA 92108 * Mailing Address: P.O. Box 880969 +« San Diego, CA 92168
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Supparting the cconomic, social and environmental

well-being of California’s Central Valley

201 Needham Street
Modesto, CA 95354
May 5,2007 Phone: (209} s22-5103
Fax: (z09) s22-5116
www.grentva"ey.org

Mr. Kevin J. Martin, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: California Application to FCC re Telemedicine Grunt
Dear Chairman Martin:

On behalf of the Great Valley Center, | would like to urge your consideration and support
for the University of California's application for the Federal Communication
Commission Rural Health Care Pilot Program (FCC Pilot Program).

The Great Valley Center isa 501{c)(3) organization, serving the 19 counties in the
agricultural middle of California. The Center offers a number of programs relating to
community and economic development, including the Central Valley Digital Network
and Pixley Connect. Based on our experience in the region, we understand how rural
isolation, especially isolation from advanced communication services, limits the rural
residents’ ability to partake of services and opportunities that are commonly available to
people living in more densely populated and more affluent areas of the State and the
Nation.

According to the Public Policy Institute of California, the Central Valley is growing
faster than the country of Mexico, fueled by high birth rates and immigration, both legal
and illegal. The Congressional Research Service, in a report issued in the spring of 2004,
said the region has a per capita income lower than that of Appalachia and receives far less
than state and national averages of federal dollars for all purposes. It is a region that
historically has been underserved, both geographically and economically isolated from
the rest of the state, existing on the outputs of a rich and productive agricultural economy.
The Valley is also home to a very high percentage of individuals without health insurance
or the means to be self funded.

While this proposal will not solve all the problems of rural California, it will provide
service to large numbers of rural residents, especially in the Valley, create a model that
can be replicated and sustained, and will provide a significant boost to increasing the
value and use of advanced telecommunications services in California.
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The University and its Partners have sufficient experience to create and implement a
sustainable project, and in so doing will add an important layer to the long term vision of
ubiquitous access to advanced telecommunications services. The model can then be
expanded, building on the physical and intellectual infrastructure that will be enhanced
by this project.

Thank you for your consideration. Should the California application be chosen by the

selection process, the visibility and credibility of its implementation will advance the use
and adoption of high-speed communication, in California and across the Nation.

Sincerely,

(L, e

Carol Whiteside
President
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California Institute for Telecommunications and Information Technology

A UCSDUCTI PARTNERSHIP
www calit? net

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington. DC 20554

May 4.2007
Dear Chainnan Martin,

As Director of the California Institute of Telecommunications and Information Technology (Calit2). | am
writing to strongly endorse the University of California's Application under the Federal Communications
Commission's Rural Health Care Pilot Program (FCC Pilot Program).

| am also a member of Governor Amold Schwarzenegger's Broadband Task Force (BTF). and | am convinced
that the proposed rural telemedicine project is both necessary and beneficial to the region, to the state. and to the
nation. The FCC Pilot Program complements the State of California's Health Information Technology and
Broadband Initiatives, and it brings together private and public sector interests to advance this cause.

The institute which | Icad. Calit2. has developed a number of tclcmedicine applications over the past four years.
These projects will be immediately useful to clinicians in rural areas once the state's broadband infrastructure is
cxtended. The FCC Pilot Project will allow us to Icvcrage prior federal research investments and begin to
improve the quality of care through telemedical applications. The most promising of these technologies is
STRokE-DOC. an NIH-funded clinical research project that is already proving effective through remotc
evaluation of stroke victims by stroke specialists of the UCSD Stroke Center. STRokE-DOC has recently
rcccived additional funding from the State to be featured -- along with other Calit2 initiatives -- in the Southern
California Telemedicine Learning Center (TLC). announced just yesterday.

We appreciate the opportunity to support this important proposal from the University of California and believe
that these cfforts represent an important first step in narrowing the urban-rural digital divide while improving
health care throughout the nation.

Sincerely;?p
Larry Smarr C‘J\% '2"141\,\,

Director
California Institute for Telecommunications and Information Tcchnology

LARRY SMARR

Director

University of California. San Diego
9500 Gilman Drive TEL: (B58) 822-4284
La Jolla, CA 92093-0436 FAX: {838 822-39006 EMAIL: lsmarrigucsd.edu
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Providing Leadership in
Health Policy and Advocacy

April 27, 2007

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

As the Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of California Hospital
Association (CHA), | am pleased to endorse the University of California's Application
for the Federal Communication Commission Rural Health Care Pilot Program (FCC Pilot
Program).

CHA is the statewide leader representing the interests of hospitals and health systems in
California. CHA includes nearly 450 hospital and health system members, and more than
150 Executive, Associate and Personal members. The FCC Pilot Program will work
hand-in-hand with our goal of providing every Californian equitable access to affordable,
high-quality, medically necessary health care. Only through such practical, progressive
steps as evidenced by the goals of this grant can the health status of Californians be
improved. CHA is pleased to support this shared vision.

| hope that you will give strong consideration to the University of California's
Application to the FCC Pilot Program. Their success in telemedicine speaks volumes
about their ability to achieve the common goal.

Thank you for the opportunity to compete for the FCC Pilot funds. If awarded, the funds
will provide much needed healthcare access to rural populations.

Sincerely,

ST Sl

Lois M. Suder
EVP/Chief Operating Officer

LMS:ag

1215 K Street, Suite 800, Sacramento, CA 95814 . Telephone: 916.443.7401 . Facsimile: 916.552.7596 . www.calhospital.org

Carporate Members Hospital Cooncil ol Northern and Central Calitarnia, Hospital Association "1 Seuthern California, and Hospital Association of San Diege and limperial Counties
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& eHEALTH CENTER

April 27, 2007

Mr. KevinJ. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street SW

WashingtonDC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

As the Executive Director of California Telemedicine & eHealth Center (CTEC), | am
pleased to endorse the University of California's Application for the Federal
Communication Commission Rural Health Care Pilot Program {FCC Pilot Program).

CTEC is a statewide resource center focused on developing the telemedicine and eHealth
technological expertise of California health care organizations and providers through
capacity building, training, education, networking and regranting for rural eHealth
networks. The FCC Pilot Program will work hand-in-hand with our mission of
expandingtelemedicine and eHealth in California by working collaboratively with
hospitals, clinics, county and state agencies, federal and state legislative policy-makers,
community-based organizations, and other nonprofit entities throughout the state.

I hope that you will give strong considerationto the University of California's
Applicationto the FCC Pilot Program. Their success in telemedicine speaks volumes
about their ability to achieve the common goal.

Thank you for the opportunity for compete for federal funds and provide assistance to
those individuals living in the state's rural areas, giving them the access to healthcare that
all people should have.

Sincerely,

e YN8

Lois M. Suder
Executive Director

LMS:ag

1215K Street Suite 800 Sacramento.CA 85814 «916) 552-7679 PH  (9161552-7526 FAX m www.cteconline.orq



CPCA

California Primary
Care Association

Health Care Access for All

May 1,2007

Mr. Kevin I. Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

California Primary Care Association (CPCA) is pleased to support the application of the
University of California for the Federal Communication Commission Rural Health Care
Pilot Program. CPCA represents more than 650 not-for-profit community clinics and
health centers in California that provide comprehensive, quality health care services to
primarily low-income, uninsured and underserved Californians. CPCA recognizes that
telemedicine, particularly in California's rural areas, is a key delivery system that must be
expanded and supported to provide high quality, timely, and cost-effective care at
community clinics and health centers, along with other rural health care providers.

The University of California application represents a broad and unprecedented
collaboration of public and private entities to address the challenge of improving health
care delivery systems through expanding our broadband network. We strongly support
the University in providing leadership for this project and are confident that University's
experience with telemedicine will make this a highly successful project.

California's primary care clinics in rural areas will benefit greatly from the
implementation of the FCC Pilot Program. CPCA, representing these safety net health
care providers, looks forward to working with our partners in California in a successful
collaborative effort to bring broadband connectivity to all California rural providers.

Sincerely,

Q. g Crttls s

Carmela Castellano-Garcia, Esq.
President and Chief Executive Officer



CALIFORNIA STATE

RURALHEALTH

ASSOCIATION

3720 Folsom Boulevard, Suite B * Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: 916.453.0780 * Fax: 916.453.0783 * www.csrha.org

Committed to preserving and enhancing

health In rural California

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Speranza Avram, President
Northern Sierra Rural Health Network

Kathy Yarbrough, RN, President-Elect
Rural Health Design Network

Colly Tettelbach, RN, MS, MA
Immediate Past President

Kiki Nocella, MHA, PhD, Secretary
University of Southern California,
Department of Family Medicine

George (Peter) Abbon. MD, MPH, Treasurer

Janathon Andrus
Fairchild Medical Center

Maria Nancy Banuelos, RN
Famnily HeafthCare Network

Yvonne Bell
Clinicas De Salud Del Pueblo. inc

William B. Davis, MD
Winters Healthcare Foundation. in¢

Earl W. Fergusen, MD, PhD
Sun BioMedical Technologies

Harry Foster
Family HealthCare Network

Mario Gutierrez
The California Endowment

Sheilamane Racicot, LMFT
Indian Health Council. Inc

Herrmann Spetzler
Open Door Communily Heaith Centers

Jim Weaver
Angel Flight West

May 5,2007

Mr. KevinJ. Martin.

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin,

As Executive Director of the California State Rural Health Association
(CSRHA), I am pleased to endorse the University of California's Application
for the Federal Communication Commission Rural Health Care Pilot
Program (FCC Pilot Program). The California State Rural Health
Association (CSRHA) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots organization
that works to improve the health of rural Californians and the quality and
accessibility of the health care they receive. CSRHA brings together health
care providers, consumers, educators, researchers, public health and
economic development agencies and others to work on a variety of issues
related to preserving and enhancing the health of rural California.

The accelerated deployment of broadband telecommunication technologies
in California, specifically for use in telemedicine, is one of the top priorities of
CSRHA. The FCC Pilot Program will complement and add value to our
State's Health Information Technology and Broadband Initiatives, which
encourage public and private sector stakeholders to join with California’s
rural health care providers in developing a strategy for the creation of a
statewide telemedicine network.

Together with an investment from the California Emerging Technology
Fund, the FCC’s funds will make quality health care more accessible to
Californians living in rural areas. Many of the challenges in rural health
arise from limited access to core health care services. Lack of access to
healthcare may mean that appropriate treatment is delayed or deferred,
causing unnecessary hospitalizations, higher costs, and greater disability
and personal suffering. Health information technology (HIT) provides
powerful tools to enhance access to comprehensive, quality healthcare
services in the most geographically isolated areas. HIT can assist rural
providers to better coordinate services for their patients by bridging
distances and providing immediate access to clinical knowledge, specialized
expertise, and services otherwise unavailable in rural areas.

3




Please consider the submission from the University of California as the State's Application to the FCC
Pilot Program. The University has a strong record of success in the area of telemedicine and is best
suited to work with public and private sector stakeholders from throughout the state to achieve our
common goals.

We appreciate the opportunity to compete for federal funds that will provide much needed assistance to
those living in California's rural areas and enable California providers to make our state's medical
expertise available to rural areas throughout the Nation.

Sincerely,

Catherine Martin, Executive Director
California State Rural Health Association



?TR !S Center for information Technology
Research in the Interest of Society
£ TRIS HEADQUARTERS

iBs HEARST MEMORIAL MINING BUILDING
BERKELEY CALIFORNIA 94730 1764

WWWL. SIS -y arg
Phionae: (51081 843, 2350
Fax: {510 B42.4800

May 4. 2007
File Number: 07-011

Mr. Kevin J. Martin

Chauman

Federal Communications Commission
45 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Support for FCC Rural Tefemedicine Infrastructure Gram
Year Chairman Martin:

On behalf of the Center for Information Technology R :search inthe Inierest of Society (CITRIS), Lam writing to
cxpress my support for the Proposal from the California Telehealth Network in Respowiie to the Rural Health Care
Pilot Order (FCC Oh-143). The planned activities resonate well with future plans at CFTRIS, especially ita our
recent research and engineering initiatives in healthcare and telehealth. and | fully endorse your proposal. We
further encourage leveraging the rural network for public services needs such as disaster preparedness, emergency
response, academic research, public health, and health distance education.

Recent influential reports from the institute of Medicine, National Academy of Engineering and private
foundations have noted the promise of telemedicinie and the remote provision of care. and we fully and
enthusiastically support work 1o improve the State of Califorma’s sfrastructure for Telemedicine. As a four-
campus (UCs Dayis, Berkeley, Santa Cruz, and Merced), Califormia State-funded Science and Innovation conter,
and the only one dedicatedto informmtion technology broadty defined, the history of CITRIS is punctuated by
partnerships that benefit the Siate of California and it's people.

Ax you know. CITRIS applies furdamental research in information technology. broadly defined, 1o many societal-
scale problems, including energy, health care, services. disaster response, enviromnental monitoring. among other
topics. Qur work on healthcare and research intoits future, the technologies of remote care. and technologies for
rural and emerging regions will help to extend. sustain, and innovate the capabilities of the rural telehealth petwork,
and we look forward tv supporting your efforts and coellaborating where appropriate. We also look forward to
helping you engage those of our industrial partners interested in the remate provision of care, both by making them
aware of this project, and hy bringing them to help sustain and innovate in remote provision of care.

Sincerely,

Professof § 8

Director,

Center for Information Techsology Research
in the Interest of Society

284 Hearst Memorial Mining Building # 1764

Berkeley, CA 94720-1764

nkar Sasiry

CC: Executive Director Ravi Nemana, Services: Science, Management & Engineering (CITRIS)



