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.,rl. MAY - 42007
Federal Communications Commission

Office of the Secretary

Marlene H. Dortch, Esquire
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Notification of Ex Parte Communication
MB Docket Nos. 06-121 and 02-277
MM Docket Nos. 01-235,01-317, and 00-244

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This is to advise you, in accordance with Section 1.1206 of the FCC's rules, that on
Apri130, 2007 and May 1,2007, the representatives of Media General ("Media General") listed
on Attachment A hosted the individuals from the Commission listed on Attachment B for tours
and meetings at "The News Center," Media General's facilities in Tampa, Florida. "The News
Center" combines under one roofmany of the operations ofMedia General's co-owned
television station, WFLA-TV; its local newspaper, The Tampa Tribune; its local website,
TBO.com; and its local Hispanic weekly newspaper, Centro.

Each tour began with brief introductions'of the participants and then a PowerPoint
presentation, a copy ofwhich is attached. Missing from the printed copy ofthe PowerPoint are
several video clips that were interspersed in the presentation. A DVD ofthe presentation,
including the video clips, is attached to the original copy of this report that is being filed with the
Secretary.

Following the PowerPoint presentation, the participants toured the floor just above and
overhanging the "Multimedia Desk," a large circular area where employees of the news outlets
sit in close proximity to each other, so they can communicate "tips" about breaking local news
stories in a way that will best meet community needs. The tour then touched on the newspaper's
newsroom; the website's news offices; Centro's newsroom; the television station's newsroom;
and the facilities' administrative offices. (In the case of Commissioner Copps, he was shown the
location of the newspaper's archives and research department.)
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On the tour, the participants were shown how astory progresses from one outlet to
another as details develop. Tribune real estate reporter Shannon Behnken explained how she
goes about covering stories in her area of expertise, and, in particular, noted her recent work on
the trend in "reverse" condominium conversions. Vidisha Priyanka oftbo.com then explained
how she works to produce an interactive version ofMs. Behnken's reports, and the tour
participants were then shown video ofrelated stories Ms. Behnken has prepared for broadcast on
WFLA-TV. Katie Coronado, a bilingual reporter, explained how she prepares stories for the
area's Hispanic community, both in English and Spanish, that are disseminated across the
various Media General outlets in Tampa.

In very brief remarks, George Mahoney commented that the current regulatory system is
"broken," and repeal of the newspaperlbroadcast cross-ownership rule will allow the marketplace
to function in a manner that will supply better and more local news. Such relief is particularly
justified, he noted, in light ofgrowing competition, especially from unregulated media, and
resulting decreases in newspaper circulation and television viewership. Without reform,
localism is jeopardized, not only in large markets like Tampa but in smaller and medium sized
markets throughout the country.

During the question-and-answer sessions, the participants asked for details on the level of
competition in the Tampa market. In response to a question about ensuring the provision of
diverse content, Dan Bradley noted that the needs of communities, their values, and the values
and approaches of the news professionals serving them vary from location-to-Iocation across the
wide area Media General outlets serve. No one source or authority could hope to capture this
variety, and these variations, he said, ensure diversity. In response to questions about lay-offs,
John Schueler noted that news professionals at WFLA-TV had been unaffected. On the tours on
May 1, the Media General representatives also explained that the FCC's hearing of the night
before had been streamed over tbo.com, and they also reviewed the news coverage the Media
General outlets had provided before, during, and after the event.

In answer to a question as to "who all has final call on a story," Janet Coats explained
that the senior editor and the reporter working on a particular story decide when it is ready to be
published. In response to a question about what constitutes "breaking news," the participants
were told that, while there is no one definition, the "metabolism for continuous news" has
certainly accelerated with the advent of technology, and that the outlets have responded
accordingly. Asked about reporters serving in different roles, Don North said no one from the
non-TV outlets is ever forced to go on the air with a story, but that print and web reporters who
do so have found their reputation broadened and "sourcing" abilities improved in the community.
The Media General representatives also explained the steps their respective outlets take to
ascert'ain the needs and interests of the community, including, in particular, efforts at
ascertainment in the Hispanic community that resulted in the advent of Centro.

Participants on the tour have also been provided with a DVD ofWFLA-TV's on-air news
reports on the FCC hearings and the tours. A copy ofthat DVD is attached to the original copy
ofthis report that is being filed with the Secretary.
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As required by Section 1.1206(b), two copies ofthis letter are being submitted for each of
the above-referenced dockets.

Enclosures
cc (w/encls.) by hand delivery:

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah T. Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Michelle Carey, Esquire
Scott Deutchman, Esquire
Rudy Brioche, Esquire
Aaron Goldberger, Esquire
Cristina Pauze, Esquire
Monica Desai, Esquire
Maureen McLaughlin, Esquire
Krista Witanowski, Esquire
Ms. Mary Diamond
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Attachment A - Media General Representatives

George L. Mahoney
Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary, Media General

Daniel Bradley
Vice President-News, Broadcast Division, Media General

Donna Reed
Vice President-News, Publishing Division, Media General

, ...

John Schueler T

President, Florida Communications Group, Media General
Denise Palmer

Publisher and President, The Tampa Tribune
Janet Coats !

Vice Prqsident and Executive Editor, The Tampa Tribune
MikePumo I

Preside~t and General Manager, WFLA-TV
Don North .

News Director, WFLA-TV
Ken Knight

Multimtldia Coordinator, The Tampa Tribune
Orlando Nieves

GenerallManager ofHispanic Initiatives, Florida Communications Group, Media General
Loren Omoto !

Online Content Director, TBO.com
Susan Newman'

Executiye Producer Content Coverage and Convergence, WFLA-TV
M. Anne Swanson

Dow Lores PLLC
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Attachment B - FCC Participants

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah T. Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Michelle Carey, Esquire
Scott Deutchman, Esquire
Rudy Brioche, Esquire
Aaron Goldberger, Esquire
Cristina Pauze, Esquire
Monica Desai, Esquire
Maureen McLaughlin, Esquire
Krista Witanowski, Esquire
Ms. Mary Diamond
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This page has been substituted for one of the foNowing:
o This document ifil confidential. (NOT FOR PUBUC INSPECTION) .

o An oversiz~ page or document"(such as a map) which was too large to be
. scanned into the ECFS system.

:0 Microfilm, microfonni certain photographs or.videotape.

o Other materials which, forone reason or another, could not.be scanrieclinto the ECFS system. .

The adual document, page(~) or materiE!is may be reviewed (EXCLUDING. . .
CONFIDENTIAL DO<1:UMENFr'S) by con,tFlcting an Infoimation Technician. at the FCC
Reference InfolTlJation Centem)at 445 1;2th Street, sW, 'Wiishington, DC. Room CY~A257~
Please note 'the applicable docket or rulemaking number, document type and any other .
relevant information about trie document in order to ensure speedy retrieval by the
InfQrmation.Technician' .
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