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BEFORE THE 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C.  20554 
 
 
In the Matter of     ) 

) 
Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure )  CC Docket No. 94-102 
Compatibility with Enhanced E911 Emergency ) 
Calling Systems     ) 
 
 
To:  The Commission 
 
 

STATUS REPORT 
AND REQUEST FOR FURTHER LIMITED WAIVER 

BLANCA TELEPHONE COMPANY 
 

Blanca Telephone Company, by its attorney, (Reporter), pursuant to the Commission’s 

March 15, 2006, Order, FCC 06-32, ¶ 20, hereby submits a status report regarding the 95% 

location capable handset penetration requirement and requests a limited waiver of the 

requirement to December 31, 2007.  In support whereof, the following is respectfully 

submitted: 

(1)  The number and status of Phase II requests from PSAPs (including those requests it 

may consider invalid):  Reporter has not received any requests for Phase II location service 

from any entity. 

(2)  The dates on which Phase II service has been implemented or will be available to 

PSAPs served by its network:  Reporter will install the necessary system upgrades within 6 

months of a bona fide PSAP request for Phase II service as required by 47 C.F.R. § 20.18(g)(2). 

(3)  The status of Blanca’s coordination efforts with PSAPs for alternative 95% handset 

penetration dates:  The PSAPs in the rural area served by Reporter are severely limited by 

budgetary constraints and they are unable even to consider installing the necessary 



 
 2 

infrastructure needed to process Phase II service information.  It appears to Reporter that the 

PSAPs do not have an interest in Reporter’s effort to reach the 95% subscriber penetration 

level at this time. 

(4)  Blanca’s efforts to encourage customers to upgrade to location capable handsets:  

Reporter provides service to 348 subscribers as of April 30, 2007, down from 492 subscribers 

previously reported.  Since the June 2006 subscriber billing cycle Reporter has included a bill 

insert highlighting the benefits of a location capable handset to try to encourage people to 

upgrade handsets, especially those with digital phones.  In March 2007 Reporter sent a letter 

to each of its subscribers informing them that as of February 18, 2008, i.e., as of the analog 

service requirement sunset date, Reporter will no longer provide analog service when it 

completes its transition to a digital-only network.  The subscribers were informed that if their 

analog phones were not replaced they would not be able to make or receive calls.  Reporter’s 

subscribers have begun to switch to digital service in significant numbers. 

(5)  The percentage of Blanca’s customers with location-capable phones:  Reporter 

indicates that its penetration level is now 93%, compared to 44.00% reported in the January 

31, 2007, Status Report, 44.00%, compared to 43.45% reported in the October 31, 2006, Status 

Report, compared to 43.09% reported in the July 31, 2006,Status Report, compared to 40.3% 

reported in the May 1, 2006, Status Report, and compared to the 35% reported when seeking 

an extension of the 95% penetration requirement.  See March 15, 2006, Order, FCC 06-32, 

¶ 13.  

  (6)  Detailed discussion about the efforts made to achieve compliance and whether 

Blanca is on schedule to meet the March 15, 2007, extended 95% penetration deadline:   As 

discussed in the January 31, 2007, Status Report Reporter was doubtful that it will achieve the 
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95% subscriber penetration level by the March 15, 2007 deadline.  However, Reporter is very 

pleased to report that substantial progress has been made toward compliance with the 

Commission’s objective.  For months Reporter has been informing its subscribers of the 

benefits of digital, location-capable handsets via month.  Reporter has also informed its analog 

subscribers that analog service would be terminated  as of February 18, 2008.  These 

communications apparently have had the desired impact and recently subscribers began 

switching to location-capable handsets.  Coupled with a nearly 30% decrease in subscribers, 

Reporter has moved very close to reaching the 95% penetration benchmark. 

Reporter respectfully submits that it has made substantial progress toward the 95% location 

capable handset penetration level.  The Ensuring Needed Help Arrives Near Callers Employing 911 

Act of 2004 (ENHANCE 911 Act), Pub. L. No. 108-494, 118 Stat. 3986 (2004), “directs the 

Commission to act on any petition filed by a qualified Tier III carrier requesting a waiver of Section 

20.18(g)(1)(v) within 100 days of receipt, and grant such request for waiver if ‘strict enforcement of 

the requirements of that section would result in consumers having decreased access to emergency 

services.’”  Request for Waiver by Cellular Network Partnership, A Limited Partnership d/b/a 

Pioneer Cellular, Request for Waiver by Midwest Wireless Holdings L.L.C. FCC 06-9, released 

February 10, 2006.  Were Reporter to force subscribers to use location capable digital phones at this 

time some subscribers would not be able to reach any type of emergency service within portions of 

Reporter’s current service areas.  Moreover, terminating analog service to achieve percentage 

compliance would deprive those analog subscribers of access to emergency services.  That said, 

Reporter has provided approximately one year’s advance written notice to its analog subscribers that 

analog service is going to be discontinued.  Discontinuation of subscriber analog service after 

providing an approximately one year prior written notice is not contrary to the public interest. 
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It is respectfully submitted that Reporter continues to make a good faith effort to 

comply with the 95% benchmark requirement and that a further extension is warranted to 

December 31, 2007.  While Reporter believes that it will be able to meet the 95% location-

capable subscriber handset penetration benchmark by year-end, Reporter’s planned 

discontinuance of analog service as of February 18, 2008, would certainly cause Reporter to 

reach the 95% penetration level at least by that time.  However, Reporter’s efforts at 

convincing subscribers to adopt location-capable handsets, and its warning about 

discontinuation of analog service, seems to have had a significant effect.  Because Reporter 

believes, at this time, that it can meet a year-end compliance deadline, an extension is sought to 

December 31, 2007. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BLANCA TELEPHONE COMPANY 
Timothy E. Welch 
Hill & Welch 
1330 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. #113 
Washington, D.C.  20036 

May 24, 2007      202-775-0070[9026] [FAX] 


