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The Honorable Alberto R. Gonzales
United States Department ofJustice
Robert F. Kennedy Building
950 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

The Honorable Kevin J Martin
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

The Honorable Deborah Platt :v1ajoras
Chairman. Federal Trade Commission
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington. DC 20580
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Dear Attorney General Gonzalez, Chairman Martin and Chairman Majoras:

I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed merger between Sirius
Satellite Radio and XM Satellite Radio - the only two satellite radio providers. I believe
that allowing these companies to merge is not in the public interest ,lOU will be cKtrcmdy
harmful to satellite radio listeners.

When the FCC decided to license satellile radio l)perat;ons, it recognized the importancc
of a competitive satellite radio market. The Commission wrote, "licensing al leasllwo
prOl'iders will help ensure Ihal subscription rates are compeliliw! as well as pruvide./iu' a
diversity (!(voices ... Even after DARS licenses are granted, one licensee will /101 he
"ermilled 10 acquire cOll/rol oflhe olher remaining satellite DARS licen.'e"

Further recognizing the importance of competition within the satellite radio industry, the
Commission stipulated that these companies should work to deliver an interoperable
receiver to the marketplace so that a consumer would not have to purchase new hardware
ifhe wished to switch satellite radio providers. However. these companies have yet to
deliver such an interoperahle receiver. I believe that this disregard ll,r the Commission's
intention.s ami consumer interests should be a I'ul:tor when assessing the promises these
companies arc making in pursuit of merger approval.
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AdditionallY. I fear that this merger wililcad tn a lack nf diversity nf arlisls 01\ satellile
mdio. The compctition bdween XM ,md Sirius forccd cuch compuny to dillcrcmi,ltc
Iheir prod\lCI 10 allracl lisleners. Wilhoul Ihis compelitive force in thc markdplace. the
comhined entity \VDIIJd /10 longer have to diH'Crcnt;ate irse1fnr impnl\t.' jf~ (In;''/ilJ~'''

Furthermore. Sirius Radin CEO Mel Karmazin has stated Ihal iflhe merger "erc
approved the most j'lopular programming from each service would he add~d to the other
service. But. in order 10 Hdd bHsebal1 to Sirius. or l"ootballto XM. other pl'llgnlllllning
would have to be eliminated. or sound quality woold have to be degraded. E"Cn with
pmmi..;;es that prices will not rise, there is a real risk that the merged company would
impose an crn.'ctivc price im:rcasc by decreasing service optiuns or ,-)u..l1ity to IllHkt..' roum
Illr the new. premium channels. And by not encouraging manulilcturers tn build
intcroperable ri:idios. consumers who wimtcd <i nationwide s(lldlill' radio product. hut

were not happy with the programming changes post-merger. would haw no recourse but
10 buy entirely new equipment.

These arc just a Jew ol'the many reasons J believe this merger should be (knied. J urgc
you to keep these C011l:erns, along with the other many consumer i.:oncen1S that will
int.'\itubly arise- when u monopuly is present. ut the fondront uf your Ih(Jughts \\ hl:'11
weighing thc impact 01' this proposed mergcr.

Thank you I<" considering my views on this important mattcr. If you ha\c any qucstions
regarding my \'icws on this merger. please don't hesitate to contw..:t me .


