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Chatnnan MartiA:

The Montana State Fife Chiefs' Association (MSFCA) is committed to ensuring that our state's
emergency responders have ali of the necessary tools to conduct critical operations. A
selJmleS5;,wil'E:less, broadband public safety radio communications network with sufficient and
prioI'ity, access' fQl":dat8 ttaI'lsmisS\Olls is critical to i@ffettively control emergency·' inCidents and
prtit:$GttesPorttiet1·salety1J1~ 00I!IrSe of~:'"

WitJHttu~ upcoming 700 MHz auctiOn, ournatioo 'has a unique opportunity to use a contiguous
block of. frequencieS 1I\'t!'ie~ 7f1OMHz band to provide public safety with an advanced
nationwide communications network while harnessing the economic benefits of a shared
public-private partnership with commercial wireless operators. Most importantly, the public
s:.fety prOfeSslOAalsV,WOOld' ~I gOverning 'the network that could permanently solve the
('..ommu~ bl'eIakddlivtilatl1at-.,l\ave·impeded our ability to carry out our mission when
Amenca's communItieS most: need oti't help:

The MSFCA requests that at least 10MHzof the 700MHz band be made available under rules
thatreq~~ WlM4!tj(ff-~ auttl6t"ito haVe a binding agreement with Public safety for its
partiClpatiGrt;'ltl·:til'leiNatiOmtl Pubh<: ,safety Broadband Network as a prerequisite to receiving
their license. . c

This network mtAtprloritile JliUblit Safety!g'>needs and interests first. To that end, we ask the
FCC to license Public .5afet(sj)peetrum to' a stand alone entity comprised of and governed by
Put!\ic Safety professionals who will ensure it will be built to the standards of reliability and
redUl'ldancy tt:lat ·PObJlc5afety r€l.lj\:.llres. It;s important that the network be a self-sustaining
enterprise· and mat'!it am be-built out into rural $d.. underserved· areas to complete a
"universal"~~.
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Optimally, the service rules should only permit commercial use of the network at the discretion
of the public safety licensee and only if such use does not harm the network or degrade the
quality of service to public safety users. Additionally, steps should be taken to ensure that
public safety has the right to negotiate a public-private partnership with any commercial entity
regardless of the outcome of the commercial auction.

Also critical is access to a satellite overlay to extend the reach of the public safety network to
cover areas where a terrestrial build is not economically feasible and to serve as a back-up in
times of disasters when existing infrastructures are unavailable.

This system must be kept "evergreen" to stay competitive on the commercial side and to
ensure the highest level of technology to public safety users.

We applaud the FCC for taking this important step towards creation of the National Public
Safety Broadband Network and request the Commission make certain through establishing
services rules that the needs and interests of emergency responders are prioritized. Our
nation's first responders and the lives and property of those we protect are worthy of as much.

Respectfully,

Steve Larson
President

cc: The Honorable Michael J. Copps, Commissioner
The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein, Commissioner
The Honorable Deborah Tate, Commissioner
The Honorable Robert ~.II. McDowell, Commissioner
Marlene H. Dortch, FCC Secretary "oj

300 Neill Avenue, Helena, MT 59601 (888) 340-4141


