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On behalf of the nation's largest bi-partisan women's business group, Women Impacting
Public Policy (WIPP), [write to you today to thank you for the Commission's in-depth
review of broadband service and accessibility. Small business owners welcome a policy
that encourages technological innovation and competition and their ability to take
advantage of new programs and services has far-reaching implications for consumers as
well ..

We are pleased that the FCC understands the importance of driving new programs that will
help businesses be more successful in the future. As entrepreneurs, we believe competition
in the industry will result in better pricing, technology and accessibility that will allow
them tq grow their businesses and create new jobs.

As you may know, in a national annual WIPP survey of women entrepreneurs, 63 percent
reported that they would support reduced telecommunications regulation if it would
increase the availability of new technology and expand competition and consumer choice.
By increasing access to fast affordable broadband, there would new opportunities for
small businesses, especially those owned by women and minorities as they take their
cqmpanies forward and increase their economic impact in the United States.

P9licy.within the broadband realm should always seek to maintain efficient management of
n,tworks by allowing the intelligent use of technology to maximize capacity, deal with
increased ~nd heavy traffic, meet the varying requirements of so many Internet services and
applications, and ensure privacy.

Finally, we would ask elected officials and policymakers alike to avoid burdensome
internet regulations that could lead to increased monthly costs for end users such as female
owned an~ minority-owned small business. We need to build out high-speed networks as
fast as possible, and ensure that businesses and consumers alike have access to affordable
services. Access to broadband will be the backbone of our economy for years to come.

We support the Commission's effort to delve into these issues and we look forward to
policies that will help all benefit from affordable broadband access.

Sincerely,
/
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Barbara Kasoff, WIPP President
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