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COMMENTS OF MOTOROLA, INC. 
 

Motorola, Inc. (“Motorola”) hereby submits these comments in response to the Media 

Bureau’s Public Notice in the above-captioned proceedings.1  Choice Cable TV and Delta Cable 

Vision have filed separate requests for waiver of the Commission’s integration ban rule for one 

or more Motorola set-top boxes (“Waiver Requests”).2  Motorola strongly supports these Waiver 

Requests and urges the Commission to give prompt approval to the requests for the reasons set 

forth below and those identified in the Waiver Requests. 

Relying on the waiver standard articulated in the Bureau’s BendBroadband Waiver 

Order,3 Delta Cable is seeking a temporary waiver so that it can complete its transition to an all-

________________________ 
1  See Public Notice, Special Relief and Show Cause Petitions, Report No. 0210 (May 18, 2007). 

2  See In the Matter of Puerto Rico Cable Acquisition Corp. d/b/a Choice Cable TV, Request for Waiver of 47 
C.F.R. § 76.1204(a)(1), CSR-7201-Z, CS Dkt. No. 97-80 (Apr. 24, 2007) (“Choice Cable Waiver”) (requesting 
permanent waiver for DCT-700 and three-year waiver for all other set-top boxes); In the Matter of Guiness 
Communications Inc. d/b/a Delta Cable Vision, Request for Waiver of 47 C.F.R. § 76.1204(a)(1), CSR-7202-Z, CS 
Dkt. No. 97-80 (Apr. 26, 2007) (“Delta Cable Waiver”) (requesting temporary waiver for DCT-700). 

3  See In the Matter of BendBroadband’s Request for Waiver of Section 76.1204(a)(1) of the Commission’s 
Rules, Mem. Opin. & Order, 22 FCC Rcd. 209 ¶ 24 (2007) (“BendBroadband Waiver Order”). 
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digital network by February 17, 2009, the transition date deemed presumptively reasonable in the 

BendBroadband Waiver Order.4  Delta Cable has made clear that the continued availability of 

the DCT-700 for a limited period of time is essential to its digital transition plans.5  Likewise, 

Choice Cable has already completed its transition to digital, but explains that it needs continued 

access to the DCT-700 after the integration ban in order to continue to attract new customers to 

its service and to serve existing customers who need additional or replacement set-top boxes.6 

Both Delta Cable and Choice Cable emphasize that they rely on the DCT-700 as a low-

cost option for consumers to access digital programming and services and that their respective 

digital plans will be compromised if they are forced to purchase more expensive CableCARD-

enabled set-top boxes.7  The simple fact is that the DCT-700 cannot accommodate the 

CableCARD; rather, an entirely different set-top box, with a larger chassis, greater power supply, 

and a redesign of the motherboard, among other things, is required.8  These modifications plus 

________________________ 
4  Since the filing of these Waiver Requests, the Bureau has issued two more orders granting waivers for 
petitioners that committed to go all-digital by or before February 17, 2009.  See In the Matter of GCI Cable, Inc., 
Request for Waiver of Section 76.1204(a)(1) of the Commission’s Rules, Mem. Opin. & Order, DA 07-2010 (rel. 
May 4, 2007) (“GCI Waiver Order”) (conditionally granting waiver of integration ban for DCT-700, DCT-1000, 
and DCT-2000 based on GCI committing to go all digital by February 17, 2009); In the Matter of Millennium 
Telecom, LLC d/b/a OneSource Communications, Request for Waiver of Section 76.1204(a)(1) of the Commission’s 
Rules, Mem. Opin. & Order, DA 07-2009 (rel. May 4, 2007) (“OneSource Waiver Order”) (conditionally granting 
waiver of integration ban for DCT-700 based on OneSource committing to go all digital by December 31, 2007). 

5  See Delta Cable Waiver at 1 & Boulé Decl. ¶ 2.   

6  See Choice Cable Waiver at 2-4. 

7  See Delta Cable Waiver at 3; Choice Cable Waiver at 2-3.  The Commission expressly invited waiver 
requests for low-cost, limited-capability set-top boxes in its 2005 Order.  See In the Matter of Implementation of 
Section 304 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996: Commercial Availability of Navigation Devices, Second Report 
& Order, 20 FCC Rcd. 6794 ¶ 37 (2005).  Moreover, the Bureau acknowledged in its OneSource Waiver Order that 
“the DCT-700 is the most basic set-top box that is being mass-produced at this time.”  OneSource Waiver Order 
¶ 17. 

8  See, e.g., Motorola Comments, filed in CSR-7139-Z et al., CS Dkt. No. 97-80, at 5 (May 3, 2007); 
Motorola Comments, filed in CSR-7129-Z et al., CS Dkt. No. 97-80, at 3 (Apr. 2, 2007). 
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the CableCARD would add significantly to the overall cost of the set-top box.  Consequently, 

and in recognition of the lack of marketplace demand for higher cost boxes with only limited 

features, the current lowest-cost CableCARD-enabled set-top box Motorola is manufacturing -- 

the DCH-100 -- costs substantially more than the DCT-700, even in higher volumes. 

Motorola is not alone in describing this marketplace reality as Pace and Cisco have also 

filed comments in this docket about the prohibitive costs and impracticability of incorporating 

CableCard technology into low-cost set-top boxes.9  Furthermore, as other commenters in this 

docket have noted, the CableCARD requirement will have significant cost impacts on all digital 

set-top boxes, not merely low-cost boxes.10  These added costs -- and the circumstances 

surrounding Choice Cable’s digital plans11 -- justify grant of the time-limited waiver for the 

higher-end set-top boxes covered by its Waiver Request.12 

________________________ 
9  See, e.g., Pace Comments, filed in CSR-7012-Z, CS Dkt. No. 97-80, at 3 (Feb. 14, 2007); Cisco Comments, 
filed in CSR-7012-Z, CS Dkt. No. 97-80, at 2 (Feb. 14, 2007). 

10  See In the Matter of NCTA’s Request for Waiver of the Set-Top Box Integration Ban, 47 C.F.R. § 
76.1204(a)(1), Request for Waiver, CS Dkt. No. 97-80, CSR-7056-Z, at 7-8 (Aug. 16, 2006) (“The cable industry 
has estimated that the re-engineering required to enable their leased devices to work with CableCARDs would add 
approximately $72-93 per box -- which translates into two or three dollars more in monthly lease charges to 
consumers [per box] -- and that the direct cost to the cable industry to implement the CableCARD would exceed 
$500 million per year.”); see also In the Matter of Verizon’s Petition for Waiver of the Set-Top Box Integration Ban, 
47 C.F.R. § 76.1204(a)(1), Petition for Waiver, CS Dkt. No. 97-80, CSR-7042-Z, at 15 and Whitton Decl. ¶ 12 
(Aug. 8, 2006) (noting that CableCARD requirement would add upwards of $95 to the wholesale price of the device 
-- $25 for CableCARD-components in the set-top box and an additional $50-70 for the CableCARD itself). 

11  Choice Cable underscores, among other things, the unique characteristics of the MVPD and navigation 
device marketplaces in rural Puerto Rico and also notes that, given the higher costs of CableCARD-enabled 
HD/DVRs and the low-income demographics of its service area, it has decided not to order any such devices at this 
time.  See Choice Cable Waiver at 5-10. 

12  As noted, supra note 2, the Choice Cable Waiver seeks a permanent waiver for the DCT-700 as well as a 
three-year waiver for higher-end integrated boxes.  Motorola also agrees with Choice Cable (at 5 n.6) that the 
integration ban does not bar the use of refurbished integrated set-top boxes.  See In the Matter of Implementation of 
Section 304 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996: Commercial Availability of Navigation Devices, Order on 
Reconsideration, 14 FCC Rcd. 7596 ¶ 35 (1999) (stating that integration ban rule is not “intended to render 
equipment obsolete that has already been manufactured and deployed and still has a useful life”); see also Adams 
Cable Equipment Ex Parte, filed in CS Dkt. No. 97-80, at 3 (Apr. 18, 2007) (detailing Commission precedent 

(footnote continued…) 
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Delta Cable and Choice Cable underscore the real-world negative effects that denial of 

their Waiver Requests would have on their digital transition plans.  Delta Cable notes that 

purchase of costlier CableCARD-enabled boxes would “prevent Delta Cable from being able to 

migrate to all digital prior to the 2009 DTV transition”13 and would thereby deprive customers of 

the various benefits associated with reclaiming analog spectrum, including “increased high-

definition and video-on-demand programming, higher Internet access speeds, competitive 

telephone services and other advanced telecommunications capabilities.”14  Likewise, Choice 

Cable emphasizes that the deployment of more expensive CableCARD-enabled boxes will 

hamper its ability to market its service to new customers and to retain existing customers.15  

Choice Cable also notes that the availability of the low-cost box option is particularly important 

given the price sensitivity of consumers in rural Puerto Rico.16 

________________________ 
(…footnote continued) 

regarding the treatment of refurbished equipment).  Thus, with respect to the refurbished DCT-1000 and DCT-2000 
boxes referenced in the Choice Cable Waiver, no waiver is needed. 

13  Delta Cable Waiver at 4. 

14  Id. at 3. 

15  See Choice Cable Waiver at 3. 

16  See id. (noting that “[t]he thousands of Puerto Rican consumers who recently cancelled or who have never 
had MVPD service are far more price sensitive than the average mainland consumer”). 
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For the foregoing reasons, and those set forth in the Waiver Requests, Motorola 

respectfully asks that the Commission approve the Delta Cable and Choice Cable requests for 

waiver of the integration ban. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Steve B. Sharkey 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Steve B. Sharkey, hereby certify that, on June 7, 2007, copies of the attached 
Comments of Motorola, Inc. were served via regular mail, on the following:  
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Mr. Brendan Murray 
Federal Communications Commission 
Media Bureau 
Room 4-A802 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Mr. Jorge L. Bauermeister 
Bauermeister Law Offices 
VIG Tower 
1225 Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 1505 
Santurce, PR  00907 
Counsel for Choice Cable 

Mr. Larry Boulé 
General Manager 
Delta Cable Communications Ltd. 
5381 48th Ave. 
Delta, BC  V4K 1W7 
CANADA 

 
 
/s/ Steve B. Sharkey 
Steve B. Sharkey 
 


