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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C.  20554 

In the Matter of 

XM Satellite Radio Holdings Inc.,  
                            
 
and 
 
Sirius Satellite Radio Inc.,  
                              
 
For Authority to Merge. 

 
 
           
 
 
            MB Docket No. 07-57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS OF WOMEN IMPACTING PUBLIC POLICY 

 WOMEN IMPACTING PUBLIC POLICY (WIPP) hereby submits its 

comments in the above-referenced proceeding.  WIPP believes that a merger 

between Sirius Satellite Radio (“Sirius”) and XM Satellite Radio (“XM”) will 

offer more opportunities for female and minority programmers and greater 

choices for all consumers.   As mentioned to Commissioner Tate during an 

April 2 ex parte meeting, the merger also provides a number of important 

economic benefits for small businesses, clearly benefiting the public interest, 

and therefore should be approved by the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) without delay. 
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 WIPP is a national bipartisan public policy organization that advocates 

for and on behalf of women and minorities in business.  Since the creation of 

WIPP in 2001, our organization has taken positions on a variety of issues and 

policies which impact our diverse group of more than 500,000 members.   

 The women and minorities in business we represent are well served by 

the content provided by satellite radio.  Both Sirius and XM offer a broad 

range of channels.  These include specialized choices that appeal to our 

membership that are underserved by other providers in the broad audio news 

and entertainment marketplace.   

WIPP believes approval of the merger between Sirius and XM will 

substantially enhance programming choices by creating a stronger satellite 

radio company. In turn, it will elevate the quality and choice of other service 

providers allowing for the improved diversity and quality of an already robust 

and competitive market.  Especially relevant to WIPP membership is the 

prospect of increasing the number of channels offering small business 

content, particularly issues of special interest to women and minorities in 

business.   

 As a national business organization, WIPP is also encouraged by the 

operational efficiencies and the ensuing pricing benefits consumers will enjoy 

as a result of the merger between Sirius and XM.  Consumers will be able to 

receive programming from both services on a single radio.  Additionally, they 
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will be able to receive a variety of content from both services at a range of 

prices, including pricing options and more à la carte offerings that cost less 

than the $12.95 per month subscribers to each service currently pay.        

 Having demonstrated that the benefits derived from the merger are 

beneficial to women, small businesses, and consumers, WIPP urges the FCC 

to approve the proposed merger of Sirius and XM. 

      

    Respectfully submitted, 
 

    WOMEN IMPACTING PUBLIC POLICY 
 

          

  
 
By:  Barbara Kasoff, President              
       Women Impacting Public 
Policy 
       1615 L St., NW, Suite 650 
  Washington, D.C. 20036 
  202-626-8562 
 
 

Dated: June 12, 2007 
 

 

 

 

 


