
I have a personal story that shows the trajedy of not having a cell signal when it was most needed to

call emergency 911 service. My sister and her two small children were out in the wetlands of their

own backyard, when the 6 yr old fell and hit his head. She tried to call 911 from her cell phone, but

did not have service. Faced with the decision to leave her injured son and his 3 yr old sister to run the

1/4 mile over rough, swampy terrain to the house phone, or take them with her, she chose to take

them along to try and get help. Carrying her son and urging a scared, crying, clinging 3 year old

along, the trip to the house took 40 minutes. By the time she was able to call 911 for help from the

house wired phone, her son had experienced brain damage that could have been avoided if he had

received medical care faster. It's hard to believe that 40 miles from a major U.S. city, in one's own

backyard, a desperate mother was unable to call 911 from a cell phone.

The building of cell towers in less-populated rural areas is critical to the functioning and safety of

communities everywhere. The USF provides a safety net of funding to ensure that towers are built in

areas where ordinary competition and economic drivers wouldn't result in the investment in a tower.

This is a humanitarian issue as well as a practical one. Please vote to continue the USF without a

cap.


