280 Nt:;rth College, Suite 500

. JERRY HUNTON ; :
County Judge Fayettevrlle, AR 72701
WASHINGTON COUNTY, ARKAMEABY 1| = 2 3“
County Courthouse
June 5, 2007

Kevin J. Martin, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington D. C. 20554

RE: Universal Service Reform - WC Docket No. 05-337
Dear Chairman: '

I understand that the FCC is considering placing a cap on the use of the Universal Service Fund
(USF) for wireless service. I am contacting you to express my opposition to this unfair, arbitrary
proposal. While such an approach may provide a “quick-fix” leading to the rapid elimination of fund
growth, it would also result in a terrible disservice to rural consumers. Rural consumers want and
need expanded and improved wireless services in rural areas for public safety, economic
development business and personal needs that are equally important to them as they are to urban
consumers. This is'one of the main benefits that rural COnsumers receive from the universal service
fund, just as Congress env1s1oned when it initially estabhshed the fund. A w1reless -only cap is
clearly antr-compeutwe because it singles out wireless technology, which consumers are choosing
moreand more over; landlines. We should be reWardmg competition, not punishing it. What’s more,
rural Amencans deserve the same access to telecom services that are available in the rest of the
country—isn’t that the purpose of the USF?

Consumers in rural parts of Arkansas afe no longer content to have access to only traditionallwireline
telephone service. Consumers are clearly demanding access to the benéfits of mobility that only
witeless service prov1des This mobility results in extremely important public safety benefits in rural
areas. ’As rural consqmers travel from home to, ‘work or school, wireless service provides a very
valuable safety tool Add1t1onally, w1reless serv1ce in rural areas prOV1des consumers w1th access to
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not receive these benefits where they do ﬁé“fsﬁi%%‘aﬁsa &% Universal service support is essential
if rural consumers are to be provided service and rates comparable to those. available in urban
areas.

I'have witnessed firsthand the benefits provided by expanded wireless services in rural Arkansas,
and I do not want to see those benefits diminished by inappropriate USF reform. Much of the
expanded availability of wireless service in rural areas would not have occurred without the USF
support provided to wireless ETCs who could not have economically extended their networks
without such support.- :

Please consider what 11rn1t1ng the growth of wireless access will mean for rural America. Wireless
teehnology plays an ever-inéreasing role in economic growth and is a critical instrument in
emergency situations, but if the recommended cap is implemented, many communities may never

réilize thiese Benefits. In a country that prides itself on equality, it seems hypocritical to restrict
ceftain individuals® access to an essential tool simply because of their geographic location, especially
when they have contributed for years to the USF along with everyone else.

Ivrespeotfully request that yourcarefully consider these facts as you seek to reform the existing fund.
Iqask you to firid: ‘Competitively neutral proposals to slow fund growth, ensure accountability for how
these funds are used and proniote the continued expansion and improvement of these much needed
services in rural areas by targeting funds to high-cost areas rather than by targeting reforms to
wireless providers. I urge you to vote against the proposed cap on universal service support for
ereless service.

s

— Jolin 'W. Gibson

Oounty Adxmmstrator
JW G:va
c(§r | 'riT@nathan S Adelstem Comrmssmner

cé:  Deborah Taylor Tate, Commissmner
cc..  Robert M. McDowell, Commissioner
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May 30, 2007

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

Volcano Telephone Company is a small ILEC serving customers in several rural counties
in California. Our service territory is mostly low density mountainous areas primarily
located in Amador county. Volcano urges the FCC to proceed quickly to adopt the May
1% Recommended Decision of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service. The
Recommended Decision clearly acknowledges that virtually all of the growth in the
Universal Service Fund is occurring in the competitive eligible telecommunications
carrier (CETC) portion of the Fund.

In contrast, the incumbent portion of the Fund has been flat or even declined over'the last
five years. Also, since 1993, caps have limited the amount of support available to rural,
independent local exchange carriers.

The Joint Board has proposed an interim cap on the CETC portion of the Fund and has
committed themselves to making a recommendation on long-term, comprehens1ve reform
within six months.

This is a very reasonable approach. Please act quickly to support the Federal-State Joint
Board Recommended Decision.

Sincerely,

L

Earl D. Bishop

Chief Financial Officer = = | o o - o
Volcano Telephone.Company . . : . No. of Copies rec'd - .
ListABCOE
! ¢ . 1 *_”-
Volcano Telephone Gompany | Voleano Vision, Inc, CATV | Volcano Public Telephones | Volcano Internet Provider Volcano Lang Distance Volcano Telecom, Inc.
209.296.7502 209,296.2288 209.296.7579 209.296.7574 209.296.3344 209.296.7595

www.volcanotelephone.net www.volcanovision.com ’ www.volcano.net www.volcanolongdistance.com | www.volcanovti.com
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We urge the FCC to proceed qulckly to adopt the May 1St Recommended Decision of the
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service. The Recommended Dec151on clearly
ag:k}lo,wledges that vigtually all of the growth in the Universal Service Fund is occurring
in the competitive eligible telecommunications carrier (CETC) portion of the Fund.

.,al("'

fn contrast, the mcumbent portion of the Fund has been flat or even declined over the last
ﬁve,yeérs ,,Also since. 1993, caps haye limited the amount of support available to rural,
1ndependent local exchange carriers.

PT ey ey

The Joint Board has proposed an interim cap on the CETC portion of the Fund and has
committed themselves to making a recommendation on long-term, comprehensive reform
within six months.

This is a very reasonable approach. Please act quickly to support the Federal-State Joint
Board Recommended Decision.

Sincerely, ;/ %

E. L. Silkwood
President

No. of Copies I’OC’d__._.Q.a.—M

LstABCDE

(t) 559.868.3312

(f) 559.868.3404
P.O.Box 21

O'Neals, CA 93645
www.goponderosa.com
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Chairman Kevin Martin

Federal. Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin;

The Nebraska Telecommunications Association (NTA) applauds the Federal-State Joint Board
recommendation to limit payments to wireless carriers at the 2006 levels. Nebraska’s
telecommunications companies strongly urge the Federal Communications Commissions (FCC)
to act quickly to support the Federal-State Joint Board recommendation.

The Joint Board’s recent decision to impose an interim cap on the competitive eligible
telecommunications carrier (CETC) fund recognizes the source of growth in the USF. Recent
growth in the universal service fund can be attributed to unchecked growth in the amount of
support for wireless providers. The FCC’s own data indicates that CETC Universal Service
Fund (USF) support payments have been growing at a rate of 101% per year since 2002. Clearly
this is an unsustainable growth rate.

The problems that the universal service program faces are significant and the Joint Board
recommendation should be quickly adopted. It makes sense to balance the need for service in
rural areas with the reality of restraining unchecked growth in the fund. The data provided by
the FCC shows that support for high-cost incumbent local exchange carriers has been flat or
declining in recent years. Local exchange carriers have already been capped on their USF
distributions. However competitive carriers are not similarly limited. It is clear that the growth
in payments is due to the fund paying the competitive carriers and not the local land- 11ne phone
companies for whom the fund was originally intended to aid.

On behalf of Nebraska’s telecommunications providers and our customers, we ask you to quickly
decide to support of the Federal-State Joint Board’s recommendation. ,

Sincerely,
%éz No. of Copies rec’d Q
ListABCDE
Stan Rouse :
General Manager
RO. Box 97 Telephone 402-756-3131 e-mail: info@gtmc.net |

510 West Gage Toll Free 888-756-4638 website: www.gtmc.net
Blue Hill, NE 68930 Fax 402-756-3134 :
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ZERGEST A. SCHULTZ - LIEUTENANT |

TIMOTHY R. GOULD - CHIEF DEPUTY DANIEL L. GREENWOOD - JAIL ADMINISTRATOR
164 Cherry Street Phone: 715-339-3011
‘P.O. Box B Fax: 715-339-4115
Phillips, W1 54555-0902 Jail: 715-339-4116

Tune 1, 2007 Jeil Fax: 715-339-3015

To: Kevin J. Martin, Chairman :
~~- ---Michael J Copps, Contmissioner : e e s e I
Jonathan S Adelstein, Commissioner
Deborah Taylor Tate, Commissioner
Robert M McDowell, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street SW

Wasdfidgton D. C. 20554 .
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T utidif é’c’dﬁd the FCOiS *conmdermg placing a:cap on the use of the Universal Service Fund (USF) for
wireless sevice."T- am contactmg you to:eéxpress my oppOsition to this unfair; arbitrary preposal.While
such ‘an’ approach may provide a “quick-fix” leading to the rapid elimination of fund growth, it would
also resulf in a tefrible disservice to rural consumers. ' Riral eonsumers want and need expanded and
improved' wireless ‘services in rural. areas for- public safety; economic develepment, business’and
personal needs that are equally lmportant to them as they are to urban‘consumers. ‘This {s one of the
thain benefits rural‘consumers receive from the universal service fund, just as Congress envisioned when
it 1mt1alfy established the fund. A wiréless-only: cap is clearly anti-competitive-because it singles ‘out
wireless tec’hnology, which: consumers are choosmg more and more: oVer landhnes .We sheu]d be
reWardmg oompetmon not punishing it, IR = o

Whal’s miore, rural Americans deserve the same access to teledom serv1ces that’ are ava11ab1e 1n the rest
bfthéédﬁ'ﬁtfy i8n’t thatthépurgose oftheUSF~‘? R e I N A LRI I P TN I % SR N

TSGR B PATYEWISEE isin are no longer content to have access to only traditional wireline
‘telephene service. Consumers are clearly demanding access to the benefits of mobility that only
Ve RE S VIcE hoRdEs o This iobilkty¥esulis it eXdremely important public safety benefits in rural

areas, As rural consumers travel from home to work or school, wireless service provides a very valuable
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WALLACE C. KRENZKE - SHERIFF ERNEST A. SCHULTZ - LIEUTENANT
TIMOTHY R. GOULD - CHIEF DEPUTY DANIEL L. GREENWOOD - JAIL ADMINISTRATOR

164 Cherry Street
P.O.Box B
Phillips, W1 54555-0902

Phone: 715-339-3011
Fax: 715-339-4115
Jail: 715-339-4116 -

Jail Fax: 715-339-3015

Additionally, wireless ‘service in rural areas provides consumers with access to broadband services
where broadband services are not otherwise available. This is a very important factor as we seek to
bring access to the information age throughout our very rural state. Without continued support for the
expansion and upgrading of the rural wireless networks, consumers will not receive these benefits where

~they do not already exist. Universal serviee suppert is essential if rural eensumers-are to-be-provided- -
service and rates comparable to those available in urban areas.

I have witnessed firsthand the benefits provided by expanded wireless services in rural Wisconsin, and I
do not want to see those benefits diminished by inappropriate USF reform. Much of the expanded
availability of wireless service in rural areas would not have occurred without the USF support provided
to wireless ETCs who could not have economically extended their networks without such support.

Please consider what limiting the growth of wireless access will mean for rural America. Wireless
technology plays an ever-increasing role in economic growth and is a critical instrument in emergency
sifuations, but if the recommended cap is implemented, many communities may never realize these
benefits. In a country that prides itself on equality, it seems hypocritical to restrict certain individuals’
access to an essential tool simply because of their geographic location, especially when they have
contributed for years to the USF along with everyone else.

I respectfully request you carefully consider these facts as you seek to reform the existing fund. I ask
you to find competitively neutral proposals to slow fund growth, ensure accountability for how these
funds are used and promote the continued expansion and improvement of these much needed services in
rural areas by targeting funds to high cost areas rather than by targeting reforms to wireless providers. I
urge you to vote against the proposed cap on universal service support for wireless service.

Shenﬂ‘ of Pnce County




