
I am writing on behalf of my company, OSS Solutions, LLC in St. Louis Missouri.  We are a small

internet services company that provides voice over IP services, web hosting, internet connectivity,

and are beginning plans to lay our own fiber-optic service lines into the rebuilding zones in downtown

St. Louis.

 

I have watched over the last decade as AT&T has pieced itself back together and create the massive,

monopolistic entity that it is today.  There are precious few competitors in the field of what is called

"long-haul" fiber, that is the fiber optic cabling that connects cities together with one another.

 

If legislation IS NOT put into place to prevent abuse of this situation, it will be abused, without

question.  The abuse is already evident in our mobile phone industry, and we risk a further set-back in

high-speed internet adoption, and having a watered-down internet in the interest of lining the pockets

of a monopolistic entity, or if you prefer, and oligopoly of the few long-haul fiber owners.  What they

wish to do is quite simple, make money on the subscribers paying for internet access, and MORE

money on those paying for bulk quantities of throughput.  This throughput is already paid for today.

They simple want to be able to put a further pinch on internet vendors and squeeze even further

revenue out of them.  It's not right, and there is no reasonable way to go elsewhere.

 

Even if we are successful here in St. Louis, building out a fiber network separate from what we like to

call "Ma Bell", in order to get to the rest of the internet, we have to cross connect to a long-haul

provider.  In the end, that means "Ma Bell".  If legislation is not passed to prevent this situation, it

won't matter how hard localities work to build out infrastructure to avoid this unethical business

behavior, everyone will still be impacted because of the fact that overbuilding our long haul

infrastructure just IS NOT reasonable.

 

I implore those in positions of responsibility to stand up and do something about this.  I'm a network

engineer, a business owner, and an avid internet user.  No, I'm not an attorney, I'm not a member of a

law firm, but I firmly understand what is at stake here.  If some part of what I have said is not crystal

clear, I encourage you to call me.  I can be reached at 314-221-1473, or via e-mail at

tshadwick@oss-solutions.com.  If it would make a bit of difference, I would beg of you to stand up and

put a stop to this.  It really is THAT important.

 

Tony Shadwick

President

OSS Solutions, LLC


