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June 14, 2007 
 
Chairman Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Michael Copps    
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate     
Commissioner Robert McDowell 
 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: WC Docket No. 07-52 
 
Dear FCC Chairman Martin and Commissioners: 
 
My husband and I both grew up on farms in Indiana, and to this day we live 
on a working farm.  I have been intimately involved with issues that affect 
rural America and rural Americans my entire life, as rural citizen, a Member 
of Congress and Undersecretary for Rural Development at the USDA.   
 
I want to commend the FCC for looking into Broadband Industry Practices as 
outlined in the Notice of Inquiry of April 16th.   For those of us who live in 
rural America, and especially our children and young people, it is critically 
important that we are able to fully participate in the broadband revolution 
that is shaping America’s future.  
 
Accessibility to high-speed Internet communications at reasonable prices will 
determine the economic future of our rural communities and their ability to 
participate in the global marketplace. Access to distance learning in rural 
America will affect how we educate our youth.  With broadband access to the 
Internet, rural children can access the same array of educational resources 
as their counterparts in the city – eliminating a gap that can leave them 
behind in later competition.  As we all know, education is one of the keys to 
success. Availability of high speed Internet will enable rural health care 
providers to give their patients better care by enabling real-time information 
and consultations with doctors at clinics and hospitals around the country.   



In life critical situations, broadband hook ups can deliver medical images, 
test results and other vital data to specialists thousands of miles away. 
 
A robust communications infrastructure is critical to the survival of many 
rural communities.  I believe the Commission can help bring more broadband 
to rural communities through policies that stimulate innovation and promote 
competition that delivers the widest range of service offerings to consumers, 
farmers, ranchers and other businesses. I further suggest that the 
Commission avoid unnecessary regulation that might raise costs to 
consumers, limit efficiency, or disrupt efforts to provide and manage 
additional capacity so that all Americans, whether they reside in rural, urban 
or suburban communities, can enjoy the full benefits of the Internet. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

Jill Long Thompson 
(D-IN, 1989-95)  
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