Mariene H. Dortch, Secratary

Faderal Communisations Commiaaion
Office of the Searetary

445 12" Straet SW

Waskington, DC 20554

Re: Dooket jtam #0716

Dear Sscretary Dartch:

it is my understanding a propasal that wotld creste a univarsal wirelass intarnet access
capabiiity throughout the country is now befaore the Faderal Communications Commisalon.

As the prenident of the Astan American Forum in North Texas, | have worked to promote
aducation, political and economic opportunitias for Asian Amaricans and their famifiex. | hope
the FCC will give saricus consideration to how we can provide sasier and mora affordable
access to the Internat for all Americans. We are far bshlnd ofher countries in making access
ta the Internet easier, :

This has implications for us as & nation. With only 41 percent of studenis from houssholds
that make jass than $20,000 using the internst we are sesing an increasing digite! divide in
ihis country betwean those with access and those withou! ascess to the intamst. This
impacts our educational systarn. And, aithough small businesses rmaka up 99 parcent of all
businesxses in the Uinited States, only 5.4 millian amall and SOHO buainess have broadhand
connactions impaating their abliity to competa in 8 worldwide sconomy.

The proposal now befora the FCC that would enhancs sacess to intemet, from M2Z
Natworks, deservas conaidsration by the FOC. Much like the telsvision natworkes were
granted bandwidth to establish & national television network, granting bandwidih for @
nationat intarmet connection capability is an [dea worth axploring, | hope you giva thia
praposal your gerious consideration along with cther propogals that wili make the internet
mora aceessibies to all across aur countey.

Philp Shinoda
Prosident, North Texas Asian American Foum,
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