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In the Matler of

&forethe
FEDERAL COMMUNICATWNS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

..-.-----, wc Docket No. 07·73

DA 07-2257
Strato. Global Corporation and Robert M.
franklin, Trustee i

I
I

Con.olJdated Application for Consent ro Transfer
Control of Strlltos Global Corporation's FCC- '
Authori~.ed Subsidiaries

FCC Flle Nos:

ITC-T/C-2oo70405.00 136
ITC-T/C-20070405-00133
ITC-T/C-20070405,.()()13S
SES.TIC-20070404-00440

through -Q0443
002961737 IlI1d
ISP-PDR-20070405·00006

RESPONSE OF TRUSTEE TO PETITIONS TO DENY
CONSOLIDATED APPLICATION OF STRATOS GLOBAL AND ROBERT M.

FRANKLIN, TRANSFEREE, FOR CONSENT TO TRANSFER CO!\ITROL
OF STRATOS TO AN IR.REVOCABLE TRUST

r. Roben M. Franklin. Trustee, submit this Respons~ to the Petitions to Deny submitted

by VIZADA Services LLC' and Iridium Satellite, ILC (together, "Petitioner.") to the Joint

applications filed by Suatos Global Corp. ("Straws Global") and the Trustee for Commission

coment for the indirect transfer of control of StralOS Global to an iJrevoeable trust (!he "Trust").

the truSt property of which will be held by me, ~

,
The Trus"'.'. R••pon.. to Vizada in"'"des I" r.'pon.. tn T.I.nor Satelli'e SO"IC.', Inc.. wbich submitted
cornment••upporting VIZ,,"", I'fltit",n to Deny "as It re\.,.s to Inmarsat's d< facIO oontrol avel" Stratos Glohol
Corp." Set Cnmmont, of T~l.nor Satellll:e Services. Inc. It I [Ju•• 29, 2007),
Set SO".to. Glubal Curp, SlId Robert M. Fr••ldi't, Tru.,..... s.ok FCC Consent to the Indirec! Tr""sfer ofControl
of Stt:llO' Global'. Wholly-Owrltd. FCC·Am!lorizcd Subsidiarie' from Stratos to an !.movoc.l.,b) TrUSL l'Ilblic
Noliec:, we Docket No, 07-?3.(,reL May 30. 2007) (herca"l.t'ter ··N()tic~").
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Petitioners have argued that Inmarsatlllld CIP Canada Investmenllnc. ("elF Canada")

might exercise influence over the operation of SlrBtos during the duration of the Trost l Then: is

nothing in the tunsaction documents that cedes operational management and control from

Straws' present management tellIIl or Board of Directors. Nor do Petitioners point to any facts

relating to any party's conduct, including mine, 10 suppott their claims, Instead, Petitioners

incorrectly and without rellSon assume that I will not fulfill the responsibilities I have agreed to

perform as Trustee. I have had ""bslantlal senior executive ell.perience, and have retained my

own Carladian counsel who has advised me throughout the process of my responsibilities as

Trustee. I have received tIlorough counsel as to the legal aspects of my limited role. For these

reasons. the Petitions should he denied.

Trust Acreement

CIP Canada and I have agreed in the Tl1lst Agreement that the trUSI is irrevocable until

tenninaled in accordance with its le=: The Trust Agreement provides that the Trustee "shall

Cl<ercise all voting righlli with respect 10 the Stock and therefore have M jure and de facto control

over (Stratosl_"~ It provides that "all voting rights with respect 10 the Trust Propelty ... shull be

vested exclusively in Trustee, who .<hall exercise such rights in his absolute discretion in a

manner consistent with his fiduciary duties.,,6 l'he Agreemenl requires thaI the Trustee "elecl

members of the board of directors of (Stratos] whom he rellllOnably belieVe!; are independent of

(CIP Canada] and its Afr.liates and Inmarsat and its Affiliales, and who confirm Ihat they are

•

s•• Petition to Deny of VlZADA $<",ic•• LLC $t 11 (JUliO 29, 2007J (hereafter "VlZADA P.tition"); ••• •.g.,
POlltion to Deny oflrldiu", Satellite.ll.C ot 4,16-17. (h.r.aft« "Iridium Petition").
Trust AS...."'.nt. Exe:ution Copy. § I.
Tlu&l Ajp'eement, E.<eoutlon Copy, § 2.•.
td.. t 4.a.
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independent of [CIP Canada] and its Affiliates and Inmarsat and its Affiliates."? The Agreement

state. thllt the "Trust shall be manllged exclusively by Trustee...• It al~o specifies that ell'

Canada may remove the Trustee "upon a finding by an independent party that Trustee has

engaged in malfeasance, criminal conliuct. or wanton or willful neglect, or if Trustee is adjudiled

incompetent by a ooutt of competent jurisdiction.•.0

Under the Trust Agreement. Lor if I would be removed as Trustee. "any ~ucces~or

trustee _. _may not have any business Or familial relationship ... with [Cll' Cmadll]. lnmarsat.

any officer, employee, director, shareholder or Affiliate of [elF Canada], or any officer,

employee, director, shareholder or Affiliate of lnmarsat:·· Q And, the Trust Ailreement expressly

specifies that "[u]nder [10 circumstances ihall (i) [CIP Canada] or any of its officers, directors,

employees. shareholders or Affililltes communicate with Trostel: or (ti) Trustee communicate

with Imnill'Sllt or any of it$ officers. directors, employees, shareholders or AffiUlI,"=s. regarding

the operation or the manage11ll':nt of [SUlltOs1:.ll The intent WId effect of these provisions could

not be clearer. As Trustee. ] am clearly obligated to operate independently from CIP Canada and

Inmlll'sat. and they lIl'e clearly obligated to refrain from any interference in the management of

Stratos during the trust period.

Trustee's Role and QuaUfkatllllls

Iridium groundlessly raises questions about my qualifications. 12 My career includes

serving as Chairman of the Board for four public companies. including Placer Dome, lnC.,13 one

'd. , 4.0(11).
'd. t 7.4-

'J Jd, § '.n.
I() Jd. § 7j.
II 'd.' 1O.e. Contrary to Vl1'ADA's .....mon. s.. VlZADA Pttltion at n. 54, Truotee i' not t..l<od with running

Stratolii. It is merely ta.skoo with holding the SttatU5 Sharc5 in tt~!Jt.

12 SC!'~ ~_g .. lridium P~tition.t 10-11.
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of the world's largest gold minilli companies that operated eighteen mines on five continents,

and Olenayre Electtonics Ltd, a large provider of communications equipment and software

applications. I have also served as the Chief Executive of Algonquin Mercantile Corporation, a

large conglomerate involved in manufacturing, food proce~ing and distribution, drui retailing,

and merchant banking, and as President of a prlvatjl investment company. I have Sjlrved as a

director for 28 different company boards over the course of two decades, including for

telecommunications operator Call-Net Enterprise,. InC.. l4 now doinS bu,iness as Rogers

Communications. Inc. -- a ml\lor provider of communication. and information ~rvices in

Canada_ I currently Sjlrve as Lead Director for First Uranium Corporation. which recently

completed its initial public offering raising approximately $200 million. and as a Director for

four other leading Canadian businesses. In addition 10 the above corporate experience, which

was documented on the Curriculum Vitae attached 10 the applications, I have served as a trustee

for two Income Trusts.

A. Trustee to the instant trust, I will control the shares of Stratos. but I will not manage

the company. The existing management team has that job. The Board of SlratoS is well-

qualifted to guide the company in this dynamic, innovative sector. I will leave it to the Board,

where all of the Directors are independent of Inmarsat and CIP, to oversee the opetations of

Stratos.

-----~~~--------------_.

" Placer Do"'e, Inc. wa, acquired by Barrick Gold in 2006 fot over I:.S.$10 billion, and Mr. Franklin, having
s.rv.d ., Chairman of tho Board of PIIlCllr Dome, Inc_ w.. req.""1lld 10 join the board of 81ll'rick Gold, "h....
h. c.rr.ntly """0'. S.. hltp:llwww.barrick.comICompanyIOnl.or.teGov.....colBQIlldoIDircclorold.f.ul p.
(1.., visitod J.ly 6, 2007),

Can·N.. Enterprioe.lnc., acq";",,, by Rogen! Tolecom in 2006. was tho parent of Sprint Can""a, Inc, Call-Net
'Nu a publkly-ow-.od, loading Canadian inle.;rated commul'liC:lI.tion& solutions provider of data, e~bUl!lin~l;1S and
voi~ services lO buslnenes and hous.ehold, th.&l ownl:ld aOO operated an ,,~tellSive national network..
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CONCLUSION

I have served as the chairman. chief executive, president, officer or lead director of

numerous cOnlpanie~. I currently serve a~ Lead Director llt Ii major corporation and as a director

of several other major companies. I have both an interest in maintaining my succ~ssful

reputation and the necessary mlUlagerial experience to comply with my contractual obligations to

independently vOtl: StrlltOS' shares in the best intere6ts of the company. Petitioners' arguments

that ClP Canada or Innlmlit will influence me during the trUst period are based on an

unsupported assumption that I will not fulfill my contractual obligations.

I urge the Commission to deny Iridium and VIZADA's Petition,s and to authorize the

indirect tranSfer of control of Stratos Global Corporation to the irrevocable uust, for which 1

serve as TN"!ce.

Respectfully submitted,

~>-.~£~~ ~:=L.::

Robert M. Franklin

July 9, 2007



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Ashley Kopack, do hereby certify that on this day of July 9, 2007, I caused 
copies of the foregoing “Response of Trustee to Petitions to Deny” to be delivered to the 
following via First Class U.S. mail: 
 
Alfred Mamlet, Esq. 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036   
 
Bruce Henoch 
Stratos Communications 
6901 Rockledge Drive, Suite 900 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
 
John F. Copes* 
Policy Division, International Bureau 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Erin McGrath* 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington DC, 20554 
 
Regina Dorsey* 
Office of Managing Director 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington DC, 20554 
 
Michael R. Deutschman, Esq. 
Chief Counsel & Chief Administrative 
Officer 
Iridium Satellite, LLC 
6707 Democracy Blvd., Suite 300 
Bethesda, MD  20817 
 
Nancy J. Victory 
Counsel for Iridium Satellite, LLC 
Wiley Rein LLP 
1776 K Street, N.W. 
Washington DC, 20006 
 
 
 

Peter A. Rohrbach 
Karis A. Hastings 
Marissa G. Repp 
Counsel for Vizada Services LLC 
Hogan & Hartson LLP 
555 Thirteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-1109 
 
 
 
David Strickland* 
Policy Division, International Bureau 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington DC, 20554 
 
Karl Kensinger* 
Satellite Division, International Bureau 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington DC, 20554 
 
Gail Cohen* 
Wireline Competition Bureau 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington DC, 20554 
 
Neil Dellar* 
Office of General Counsel 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington DC, 20554 
 
 
 
Elaine Lammert  
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of the General Counsel 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, DC  20535  
 
 



Barbara L. Spencer
Robert W. Swanson
Telenor Satellite Services, Inc.
1101 Wootton Parkway
10th Floor
Rockville, MD 20852

*Delivered via email

James D. Scarlett*
Torys LLP
79 Wellington St. West
Box 270, TD Centre
Toronto, Ontario
M5K 1N2 Canada
j scarlett@torys.com




