
A Contemporary Necessity

 

Net Neutrality is essential to free speech, equal opportunity and economic innovation in America.

Since the FCC removed this basic protection in 2005, the top executives of phone and cable

companies have stated their intention to become the Internet's gatekeepers and to discriminate

against Web sites that don't pay their added tolls.

 

This fundamental change would end the open Internet as we know it. It would damage my ability to

connect with others, share information and participate in our 21st century democracy and economy.

The FCC must ensure that broadband providers do not block, interfere with or discriminate against

any lawful Internet traffic based on its ownership, source or destination.

 

The distinguishing factor that has made the internet a revolutionary communications medium, with

respect to other mediums such as radio and television, is the capacity for user/consumer

participation.  In order for this to be possible, the user/consumer must have equal access opportunity,

which can only be achieved when favoritism is eliminated from the system.  Net neutrality is, and has

been since the internet's public inception, the means to withhold such favoritism.

 

The elimination of net neutrality provides advantage only those with the means to push their

influence, hence, in a capitalist society, those with money.  This defeats the unique advantages of the

internet and weakens the democratic influence of the people.  For this reason, I must insist that net

neutrality receive full backing from the FCC.

 

Thank you.


