
Look to our Past to Save our Future!

 

Ultimately, the role of the government in any situation is to provide protection to its citizens.  The

Federal Communications Commission is then connected to that fundamental role as a government

agency; thus the FCC should be the advocate to the individual citizen and not aligned with

corporations. 

 

The historical precedent has been set a few times but most recently when the railroads became

essential to the flow of goods and services.  Monopolies naturally resulted as when it became quickly

evidenced that large sums of money and control (aka power) were attainable.  The administration of

Teddy Roosevelt upheld the fundamental and essential American values of both democracy and

capitalism by breaking up the trusts and putting in regulations.  It was a landmark of power for our

government as it had always taken the "laissez-faire" approach until then in fear of becoming its

English predecessor.  So it makes sense that corporate powers had much freedom because our

government had yet to truly wield its power.  It does not make sense NOW that our government is

reverting what seems to be backwards in allowing corporations to regain such absolute power and

control- other than a possible new precedent and that business and government have openly joined

because each side wants a "piece of that pie"- power in exchange for money and money in exchange

for power.  The same reasoning that religion and government should not mix because it creates

conflict and hinders growth; should be extended to private business and government remaining

separate entities- to provide the necessary checks and balances.

 

The internet is the modern railroad to not only goods and services but also thinking and ideas.  The

basis of healthy capitalism and democracy are threatened if we, the citizens and the government,

allow private corporations have almost single-handed control over price and information.  Just like

any other means of exchange- roads, air, rail- it should be neutral.  Each citizen has the same right to

pay the set price and determine their own access.  The idea that AT&T and Verizon are trying to push

that using a "toll booth" on the internet is comparative to choosing between a pricier ticket on Amtrak,

to a lesser ticket on the local subway and perhaps cheaper option of driving is total bunk.  That is

already in place with the choices of dial-up, broadband or fiber.  What AT&T and Verizon want to

ultimately do is create such a high demand for information with no price controls for applications such

as Google, EBay, etc. that finally the citizen (the one you are suppose to protect by definition) is hurt

not only by the increased cost- which results in both a lack of voice from the citizen but also access to

information.  This will immediately reinstate class divisions on the internet- so the voice (thus power)

of America returns to the marginal wealthy.  I hope the FCC as an extension of the government is true

to their mission and role and isn't seeing this as an opportunity to get that "piece of the pie" as they

scratch the backs of these wealthy companies. 

 

It seems ridiculous to me that this is even such hard debate for the government.  By siding with these



phone companies who are looking for absolute control- will put this country on the path towards a

totalitarian regime as the everyday citizen has no idea if we're ever getting all the information or

biased access of information.  We can clearly observe the effects of limited and control of information

from present day North Korea to our European past referred to as the "Dark Ages" where the Catholic

Church acted as the supreme gate-keeper of information, resulting near total lack of innovation for

1000 years. 

 

The internet maybe relatively new technology but the idea of exchange and the importance we

already understand on keeping the "means of exchange" neutral is not new; the need for a

government to protect the interests of their citizens is not new, and when that doesn't happen- how

corruption significantly compromises the future of that nation is also not new. Finally, we know when

information is put into the control of few- growth and prosperity ceases to continue and that is also

nothing new.

 


