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*Drivin g Trucking's Success

Richard 0" Holcomb
General Counsel and Senior Vice President
for Law and Regulatory Affairs

June 21, 2007

The Honorable Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Consolidated Applicationfor Authority to Transfer Control ofXM Radio
Inc. and Sirius Satellite Radio Inc., MB Docket No. 07-57

Dear Secretary Dortch:

On behalf of the American Trucking Associations, Inc. ("ATA"), I write in support of the
proposed merger ofXM and Sirius. The satellite radio merger will produce many benefits for
consumers in general and truckers in particular. Accordingly, ATA urges the Commission to
approve the transaction.

Established in 1933, ATA is the largest national trade association for the trucking
industry. Through its federation of other trucking groups, industry-related conferences, and its
50 affiliated state trucking associations, ATA represents more than 37,000 members representing
every type and class of motor carrier in the United States. ATA serves the interests of more than
nine million people and 420,000 companies involved in trucking before Congress, the conrts, and
regulatory agencies.

Truckers were among the first to embrace satellite radio and arguably have adopted it
more quickly than the general public, making us particularly well qualified to evaluate what is
good-and what could be better-about this particular audio entertainment option. Importantly,
each satellite radio provider has introduced channels directed specifically at the trucking
industry-"Open Road" (XM Channel 171) and "Road Dog Trucking Radio" (Sirius Channel
147)--each featuring content not available elsewhere. For example, ATA has worked with XM
to support a semi-monthly program dedicated to initiatives by ATA' s research branch, the
American Transportation Research Institute ("ATRI") on truck safety and environmental issues, I

and a weekly segment in which representatives of ATA's Technology and Maintenance Council

See Press Release, AIRI To Be Regularly Featured On Xll.1 Radio's Dave :Vema Show.
May 1. 2006, at http://w'\vw.truckline.coill (last visited Apr. 17.2007).
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discuss maintenance, inspection, equipment specifications, and other technical issues.2 Sirius
subscribers, however, cannot access this programming-or Major League Baseball and other
prograrmning on Xi\1-without also subscribing to XM, for a combined price of $25.90 per
month. And XM subscribers cannot access other progra.'llming that is unique to Sirius, such as
NASCAR and the National Football League, without similarly paying for both services.

The proposed merger will eliminate such problems and expand choices for all consumers,
including truckers. Rather than being forced to choosc between content that currently is
exclusive to one satellite radio provider, consumers will gain access to packages offering the
"best of both" services for significantly less than the current combined price. Meanwhile,
consumers with more focused programming preferences who do not want all of this content will
be able to obtain packages offewer channels at a lower price than the $12.95 package which is
the only one available today.

The merger will allow the companies to improve their services in other important ways.
Combining their operations will result in savings for the two satellite radio providers and will
free up additional capacity on their systems. This will enable the merged company to improve
on services that are vital to truckers today, such as traffic and weather, and will facilitate the
introduction of new offerings such as advanced data services that may likewise prove valuable.
And more generally, the merger will allow the companies to become more efficient overall,
ensuring that satellite radio can be a viable competitor in the increasingly competitive market for
audio entertainment services.

ATA and the millions of people it represents look forward to the prospect of such
benefits, and hope that the Commission will take them into account and approve the proposed
satellite radio merger. Thank you for your consideration of these views.

Sincerely.
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1 Richard D. Holcomb

2 See Press Release, ATA 's Technology & Maintenance Council 10 Debut on Xlvi Satellite
Radio, at http://www.truckline.com (last visited Apr. 17,2007).
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