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Ms. Marlene Dortch JUL 25 2007
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission Federal Commupicati

445 12" Street, SW Offceof e Sapear ™ 5500
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint
Board on Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-
cost universal service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may
receive.

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint
Board and Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution
mechanism for universal service support.

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal
service for the benefit of consumers in Nebraska, Without this critical action and
leadership on the part of the Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to my
rural customers would be in serious jeopardy.

Sincerely, ;2/ 3) e

Benkelman Telephone Co., Inc.
Wauneta Telephone Co., Inc.
Hartman Telephone Co., Inc

cc! Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

www.bwtelcom.net e Telephone: 800-835-0053 e Facsimile: 308-423-5618
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Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Hon. Ray Baum
Hon. Larry S. Landis
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar
Hon. John D. Burke
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg

Senator Chuck Hagel
Senator Benjamin E. Nelson

Congressman Adrian Smith
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Ms, Marlene Dortch Federalgf?;(r::n c:‘ntihcgt:i;%'?:srectgrn;mission

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dottch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding leadership as chair
of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for her eloquent testimony before
the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would like to express my full support of the
Joint Board’s recommendation to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal
service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18
months. The Joint Board’s proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost
Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be
taken to sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF mechanism
resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month interim CETC USF
cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission {FCC) enough time to develop and implement
long-term USF reform measures without risking the sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all consumers.
Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the benefits that universal
service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very near future. For these reasons, I
urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate
and adopt the Joint Board’s proposed emergency, interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

Delbert Wilson
General Manager

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate

17105 Fordtran Blvd. PQ Box 40 Industry, Texas 78944 (979)357-4411
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Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms, Dortch:

1 would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. 1 also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board’s recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board’s
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, 1 urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board’s proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Jarrett, CPA

ce: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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From: Carla Shearer [carla@hometelephone.com] Fedoral gf?&mﬁ"&?‘é‘?,ﬁ e?tg:';mjssm
Sent:  Thursday, June 14, 2007 12:37 PM
To: Deborah Tate; Kevin Martin; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Copps; Robert McDowell

Subject: THANK YOU COMMISSIONER TATE

Ms. Marlene Dortch

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12! Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

| would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. | also
would like to express my full support of the Joint Board’'s recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, | urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed
emergency, interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

Carla Shearer

Home Telephone Company, Inc.
211 South Main

Galva, KS 67443

7/16/2007
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cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Gommissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate

7/16/2007
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Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein ofﬂcﬂﬂgr!tif: g:rclfef;)mmisﬁoﬂ

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission i

445 12" Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, I2.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matier of High-Cest Universal Service Support, WC Decket No. 05-337; In
the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Adelstein:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding leadership as
chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for her eloquent testimony
before the Senate Commerce Commiittee on June 12, 2007. 1 also would like to express my full support
of the Joint Board’s recommendation to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost
universal service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over
the next 18 months. The Joint Board’s proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of
the high-cost Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform
that must be taken to sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF mechanism
resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month interim CETC USF
cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough time to develop and implement
long-term USF reform measures without risking the sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all consumers.
Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the benefits that universal
service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very near future. For these reasons, [
urge you, Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and
adopt the Joint Board’s proposed emergency, interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

Theron W. Jensen
General Manger

oo Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Ms. Marlene Dortch
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Ms. Marlene Dortch

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission JUL 235 2007
445 12" Street, SW Fodiral Communiatios G
Room TW-B204 Office of the Secretary

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-

337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007, 1 also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board’s recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board’s
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Commmunications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board’s proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

Eic £ Damman

Eric L. Damman

General Manager

Farmers Mutual Telephone Company, Okolona, Ohio

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Ms. Marlene Dortch "IUL 2 d 2007

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission Fedsral Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW Office of the Secratary
Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

June 15, 2007

Re:  In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms, Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board’s recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board’s
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of ail
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, | urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board’s proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely, / . -
&L ‘?%5‘”’ +
dent _

E. L. Silkwood, Pz

cc: Chairman Kevin J, Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps (1) 559.868.3312
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell (1) 559.868.3404

M P.O. Box 21
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate O'Nels, CA 93648

www.goponderosa.com
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June 19, 2007

Ms. Marlene Dortch

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC
Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

| would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her
outstanding leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service (Joint Board) and for her eloquent testimony before the Senate
Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. | also would like to express my full
support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim, emergency
cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive
eligible telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18
months. The Joint Board’s proposed interim cap will secure the near-term
sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a
necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the
high-cost USF mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF
support. Adopting the 18-month interim CETC USF cap will provide the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough time to develop and
implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the sustainability
of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the
benefit of all consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership
of Commissioner Tate the benefits that universal service provides to
consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very near future. For these
reasons, | urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein and
McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's
proposed emergency, interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service
support.

Sincerely,
Jerry Melick

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
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Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Federal Communicationg Commission

{Otfice of th
Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45 ¢ Sooretary |

bbraunig@gmail.com wrote on 7/4/2007 7:16:01 PM :
RE: CG Docket No. 03-123
Dear Chairman bartin, Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and ! use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate,
| was appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically

cutting the VRS rate, and effectively cutting VRS availability for the

deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of deaf people with VRS
access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my
work and personal life. It is an important way in which liwe
communicate with both hearing and deaf individuals. | urge you to do
everything you can to make VRS service available to the many deaf
people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing
service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an

adequate number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf
communities

Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development
of new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent
telecommunications services

|, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers,

depend on VRS and other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with
functionally equivalent telecommunications services.

Sincerely,
Belle Braunig

1305 Mark Or
Minden, LA 71055




