
Comcast is violating our rights and our values

 

I am extremely concerned by Comcast's recent decision to arbitrarily limit customers' access to

information. As an amateur artist, my only venue of exposing my art is through the Internet - and with

Comcast's blockage of Torrent uploading, I am now prevented from sharing my own artistic products

with the rest of the global online community. I am immediately looking to cancel my Comcast service

and switch service providers, as A CORPORATION THAT LIMITS FREEDOM OF ACCESS MUST

BE DISCOURAGED WITH ALL OUR STRENGTH. The FCC, as the federal arm of the democracy

that so espouses freedom, is the greatest - and perhaps the only - entity with the power to defend

citizens against the destructive profiteering that Comcast is now initiating.

 

Comcast's unneccesary and destructive decision is a strong step towards ending Net Neutrality, and

a triumph of corporate capitalism over democracy. Basic economic theory tells us about disposable

income: providers of services and goods must compete with each other to capture this income. If

Comcast or any other ISP imposes any limit on Internet access, and Net Neutrality ends, then they

are not only destroying a free and open world of communication for their own profit, but they are

inhibiting the fair interaction of so many other market providers who depend on a neutral Internet for

their livelihood.

 

Moral and economic reasons aside, please listen earnestly to the voices of all parties involved. All

rights should be protected, including those of corporations, but when freedoms are in conflict please

do the right thing. Uphold the values of market freedom and fairness, democracy, and everything else

that our government is intended to protect - please protect Net Neutrality.

How will we feel about America if internet access is free and open in third world countries, but not

here?

 

As the Savetheinternet.com Web site says, and I wholeheartedly agree:

 

This fundamental change would end the open Internet as we know it. It would damage my ability to

connect with others, share information and participate in our 21st century democracy and economy.

The FCC must ensure that broadband providers do not block, interfere with or discriminate against

any lawful Internet traffic based on its ownership, source or destination.

 

Yours truly,

 

Seth Kline


