
Comcast violates Net Neutrality. Net users FURIOUS

 

"Net Neutrality is essential to free speech, equal opportunity and economic innovation in America.

Since the FCC removed this basic protection in 2005, the top executives of phone and cable

companies have stated their intention to become the Internet's gatekeepers and to discriminate

against Web sites that don't pay their added tolls.

 

This fundamental change would end the open Internet as we know it. It would damage my ability to

connect with others, share information and participate in our 21st century democracy and economy.

The FCC must ensure that broadband providers do not block, interfere with or discriminate against

any lawful Internet traffic based on its ownership, source or destination."

 

This is a response I recently came across on the forum where I first heard that Comcast was blocking

the bittorrent protocol. I STRONGLY agree with the above quote, as I can no longer help distribute

my favorite linux distributions.

 

Bittorrent is one of the most widely used methods of linux distribution out there due entirely to the

protocol's efficiency, effectiveness, and robustness.

 

If the FCC does not force Comcast to unblock the bittorrent protocol, other ISPs will follow suit, thus

destroying all that the creators of the protocol have worked so hard for.

 

In my understanding, the way that bittorrent works is this:

 

You go out to a website, download a small .torrent file and run that file in a bittorent client. The

.torrent file tells the client the information it needs to find the file, namely  trackers. The client then

connects to the trackers and tells them how much and what parts of the file it has and needs.

 

From here, the tracker records this information, and makes it available to other clients. At this point,

your client is now available to hand out what ever parts of the file it has in a process called Seeding.

 

At this point the tracker tells your client the ip addresses and ports of other clients that have parts of

the file you need so that your client can request those parts of the file from the other clients in a

process called Leaching.

 

With that done, the client now begins to leach the file from the clients provided by the tracker, and

opens connections to many of the other clients, simultaneously, forming a network known as the

Swarm, all the clients in your swarm are seeding, leaching, or both. because you're connected to so

many other clients with the same file, you can get the file many times faster than an FTP or HTTP



download from a website, where you only have one connection.

 

The problem with the bittorrent protocol is that it requires at least one person to seed the whole file at

least until the entire file exists between the leaches for it to be effective. If the seed is gone before this

happens, it becomes what is known as a dead torrent, as none of the leaches can complete the file

and become a seed, and the file remains unusable to all the leaches. This is what Comcast is causing

by blocking the outgoing bittorrent protocol.

 

How this affects me, linux users, World of Warcraft players, and millions upon millions of other people

around the world is by making it harder to distribute files quickly, efficiently, and effectively.

 

For World of Warcraft players, this causes problems because the game's updater is based off of

bittorrent. Linux users like myself would have to download gigabytes of data from a slow, unreliable,

and nearly obsoleted HTTP or FTP protocols. And bittorrent users in general would have a harder

time finding the files they're looking for.

 

These are only a few of the countless reasons the FCC NEEDS to force Comcast to unblock the

bittorent protocol and reinstate Net Neutrality.


