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Leading Public Safety Organizations Support M2Z’s Free Broadband 
Network 

 
APCO, IACP, IAFC see benefit from a secondary broadband IP network for Public Safety  

 
Washington, DC (August 30, 2007) – Further cementing the public interest served in 

granting M2Z Networks’ (M2Z) long pending Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
license application, The Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials (APCO), the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) and the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs (IAFC) added today to the chorus of support for M2Z by submitting a joint letter to FCC 
Chairman Kevin Martin providing their views on the M2Z proposal. 

 
The organizations stated, “We do believe the proposal could provide a secondary 

broadband IP network to the public safety community and do so without using any public funds 
and at a very low cost.” They added that M2Z’s network “could supplement the primary 700 
MHz public safety broadband network that the Commission recently addressed in another 
proceeding.” 

 
In addition to providing a free and family-friendly broadband service for consumers, 

M2Z will provide public safety organizations the use of its nationwide broadband IP network 
free of charge.  The support of these leading public safety organizations is a welcome addition to 
the support of the National Troopers Coalition as well as that of many individual police and fire 
chiefs throughout the country who have already endorsed M2Z’s application.  To view all letters 
in support of M2Z Networks’ application, please visit: www.M2ZNetworks.com/letters 

 
M2Z’s application calls for leasing fallow spectrum in the 2155 to 2175 MHz band to 

offer free broadband access nationwide to all registered public safety officers throughout the 
United States.  Additionally, M2Z has committed to work with public safety organizations to 
enable prioritized access and preemptive use of its network in crisis situations and national 
emergencies.  M2Z’s broadband IP network will provide America’s first responders with another 
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public/private partnership that will create an interoperable “network-of-networks” for public 
safety that can endure in the face of manmade and natural disasters.   

 
“After repeatedly learning lesson about the lack of interoperability at Columbine, the 

World Trade Center, the Pentagon and Hurricane Katrina, all of us have to work to make sure 
first responders can access to interoperable networks at all times,” said Milo Medin, co-founder, 
Chairman and CTO of M2Z Networks. “M2Z will help meet that challenge using private sector 
capital and Silicon Valley ingenuity.” 

 
In an earlier letter sent to the FCC, Police Chief Jason Crotwell urged the Commission to 

take action to ensure that the challenges facing public safety communications are addressed in 
order to “avoid the miscommunications closely associated with disasters such as Katrina and 
9/11.”  Chief Crotwell also explained in his letter that: “The bottom line is that something needs 
to be done to improve how our public safety system communicates.”   

 
The general public also believes that a network like M2Z’s is in the public interest.  A 

bipartisan poll conducted by Voter/Consumer Research and Lake Research Partners found that 
83% of respondents support a wireless backup system for public safety officers and first 
responders in emergencies such as Hurricane Katrina and the catastrophes of September 11, 
2001.  For more information on this poll, please visit:  www.M2ZNetworks.com/resource-center 
 
To view all letters in support of M2Z Networks’ application, please visit: 
www.M2ZNetworks.com/letters 
 
Background 
M2Z Networks currently has an application before the FCC to lease 20MHz of fallow spectrum 
to build a nationwide network to offer fast, free and family friendly broadband to 95 percent of 
the U.S. population within ten years. The service will be supported by locally targeted search 
results and will include a network-level filter to shield children using the service from indecent 
content.  If licensed, M2Z would pay the U.S. Treasury 5 percent of annual gross revenues from 
its premium subscription services, which could total payments of up to $1 billion over 15 years.  
The introduction of M2Z’s broadband service would generate $18 to $32 billion in direct 
consumer benefits over the next 15 years according to two uncontested economic studies. 
 
About M2Z Networks: 
Founded in 2005 and headquartered in Menlo Park, Calif., M2Z Networks’ goal is to transform 
the current state of the broadband marketplace by building a high-speed wireless network 
throughout the United States.  In May 2006, the company submitted a license application to the 
FCC to construct and operate a nationwide broadband wireless network in the 2155-2175 MHz 
spectrum band.  Approval of the application would guarantee delivery of free, fast and family-
friendly wireless broadband service to at least 95 percent of Americans in a 10 year timeframe.  
M2Z is backed by Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield and Byers; Charles River Ventures; and Redpoint 
Ventures; three of the most successful venture capital firms in Silicon Valley with $5 billon of 
capital under management.  For more information, please visit www.M2Znetworks.com and 
www.FreeBroadbandNow.org.  
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August 30, 2007 

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Room 8 - B201 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

RE: WT 07-16 and WT 07-30 

Dear Chairman Martin: 

We are writing to express interest in further consideration of the proposal submitted by M2Z 
Networks, Inc. (“M2Z”), some aspects of which could benefit public safety.  However, we take no 
position regarding the recent legal action initiated by M2Z, or on other issues raised by the M2Z 
proposal.  We do believe the proposal could provide a secondary broadband IP network to the public 
safety community and do so without using any public funds and at a very low cost.  Such a network 
could supplement the primary 700 MHz public safety broadband network that the Commission 
recently addressed in another proceeding.  Thus, there would appear to be merit to considering the 
M2Z proposal, at least from our perspective. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Chief Willis Carter, President, APCO 
Chief Joseph C. Carter, President, IACP 
Chief Stephen P. Westermann, President, IAFC 
 
 
cc:  FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
  FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
 FCC Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
 FCC Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
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For Further Information Please Contact: 
APCO ............................................Robert Gurss .............(202) 833-2700 ..................................gurssr@apcomail.org 
IAFC ..............................................Alan Caldwell ............. (703) 273-0911 ......................................acaldwell@iafc.org 
IACP..............................................Harlin McEwen........... (607) 257-1522 ................................ chiefhrm@pubsaf.com 
 


