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COMMENTS OF NATIVE PUBLIC MEDIA 
 
Native Public Media (“NPM”),1 by its attorneys, hereby files these comments in response 

to the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) public notice seeking 

comment on procedures that will govern the upcoming noncommercial FM application window 

(the “Public Notice”).2  NPM supports the Commission’s tentative conclusion that it will impose 

a ten-application limit on the number of applications that a single entity can file in this window.  

NPM also urges the Commission not to adopt fee requirements in connection with this window 

as proposed by some other commenters.  Finally, NPM applauds the Commission’s efforts to 

educate potential applicants on Native lands about the NCE window, and urges the Commission 

                                                      
1 NPM represents the interests of 33 public radio stations serving Native nations and communities 
throughout the United States.  Since its launch in 2004, NPM’s primary focus has been strengthening 
existing Native American public radio stations and promoting ownership for more Native communities by 
serving as an advocate, national coordinator, and resource center.  Formerly known as the “Center for 
Native American Public Radio,” NPM was created as a center under the National Federation of 
Community Broadcasters with seed funding from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (“CPB”). 
2 See FCC Seeks Comment on Proposed Application Limit For NCE FM New Station Applications in 
October 12 – October 19, 2007, Window, Public Notice, FCC No. 07-145, MM Docket No. 95-31 (rel. 
August 9, 2007). 
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to expand upon its efforts to increase Native Nation ownership and operation of communications 

outlets. 

I. The Commission Should Adopt its Proposed Ten-Application Limit to Prevent an 
Avalanche of Filings and Expedite New Service to the Public 

As NPM has discussed in a previously filed letter, there is ample precedent for a 

numerical application filing limit.3  The public interest benefits of the Commission’s proposed 

ten-application limit outweigh any potential harms.  Among other things, imposition of an 

application filing limit will deter applicants from applying for licenses at multiple sites that they 

do not sincerely intend to construct and operate stations, will reduce administrative burdens on 

the Commission and its staff, and will expedite the provision of new FM radio services to the 

listening public.4  The prospect that a few applicants will have to wait until the next filing 

window is far preferable to the prospect that thousands of applicants will have to wait many 

years until the FCC can resolve the hundreds of mutually exclusive applications that will result 

from unlimited filings. 

NPM understands that at least one other commenter in this proceeding has urged the 

Commission to impose a fee filing requirement on applicants for the October window.5  NPM 

opposes the imposition of a fee requirement on the filing of applications for the upcoming 

window.  Such fees are unprecedented in the NCE context, will not remedy the potential for 

abuse of the window, and will disproportionately affect the very parties who are unlikely to file 

more than one application.  Those with sufficient resources to pay the legal and engineering fees 

                                                      
3 See Letter to Peter H. Doyle, Chief, Audio Division, from Erin L. Dozier, Esq., counsel for Native 
Public Media (dated May 29, 2007 and added to MM Docket No. 95-31 on Aug. 9, 2007) at 2, note 4 
(“NPM NCE Letter”). 
4 NPM NCE Letter at 2. 
5 See Comments of Network of Glory, LLC, MM Docket No. 95-31, at 2 (filed Aug. 16, 2007). 
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associated with filing numerous applications will not be deterred by the imposition of a filing 

fee.  On the other hand, applicants that have just enough resources to complete a single 

application and meet the costs of constructing and operating a single station will face an 

unnecessary additional burden.  Many NPM licensees and applicants on tribal lands who are 

prospective NPM members would be adversely affected by the imposition of a filing fee.  

II. Further Steps are Needed to Promote Native Ownership of Media and Other 
Communications Outlets 

Finally, NPM notes that it proposed a number of measures in addition to the adoption of 

an application cap that would promote ownership and operation of radio stations by Native 

Americans on tribal lands, including further education and outreach concerning the NCE 

window, and the adoption of a point for tribal applicants.6  NPM recognizes and appreciates the 

Commission’s education and outreach efforts to potential Native American applicants in recent 

months.7  NPM notes that the Public Notice did not seek comment on NPM’s proposed change to 

the point system selection process to establish a point for federally recognized Indian tribes that 

apply for NCE licenses.  NPM urges the Commission to revisit this issue by seeking comment on 

NPM’s proposal and other ways to enhance tribal ownership of communications outlets.  

Eliminating barriers to ownership of communications facilities is critical to Native nations’ 

ability to secure their homelands, educate their citizens, and maintain growing economies. 

III. Conclusion 

Although there are just 33 NCE radio stations on the lands of the 562 federally 

recognized Indian tribes today, NPM hopes that this number will significantly expand through 

                                                      
6 NPM NCE Letter at 3-6. 
7 FCC Announces Preliminary Agenda Topics for Indian Telecommunications Initiatives (ITI) Regional 
Workshop in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Public Notice, 22 FCC Rcd 11643 (rel. June 28, 2007). 
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the grant of applications filed by Native Nations in the fall NCE window.  It has been seven 

years since a filing window was opened; the rules and policies governing this window should 

ensure that it doesn’t take several more years for applications to be processed.  NPM urges the 

Commission to adopt its proposed application filing limit so that prospective licensees can begin 

offering new, diverse radio services to the public as soon as practicable.   
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