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CC: 02-8
ax ey P COMY QR
To:  adrien Wright From:  john Mathis
Fax: 2024187361 Pages: 78 pyclodive Coyen SHoer
Phone: 202-418-0854 Date: Seplember 4, 2007
Re: FCC Appeal cc:

(Urgent LiForReview [lPlease Comment [IPleaseReply [ Please Recyclo

® Commants:

Adrien,

This is a copy of the material originally sent via Federal Express to the FCC on June 25, 2007, which
was received at the FCC on June 27, 2007 signed for by D. Berger. Copies of the FedEx shipping
label and receipt confirmation were faxed to you on August 28, 2007.

Elease call me with any questions. Thank you for your help.

i

John Mathis

MIS Director

Galveston independent School District

3904 Avenue T

Galveston, Texas 77550

409-766-5174

Fax. 409-762-8147
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June 25, 2007
Request for Appeal/Waiver
Marilyn Dortch

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445-12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

As pertains to

Applicant: Galveston Independent School District

BEN: 141339

Funding Year: 2006

Form 471 Application Number: 495787

Funding Request Numbers: 1394796, 1394809, 1394818, 1394857, 1394894, 1394909,
1394918, 1452998 |

CC Docket No. 2-06 and CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch,

Galveston Independent School District (here after called GISD) respectfully requests an appeal/waiver to
certain FCC Rules requiring a signed agreement or Letter of Agency (LOA) for consultants utilized by an
eligible entity, as determined by the USAC,

GISD received a letter from USAC dated April 26, 2007, denying GISD’s appeal of USAC’s funding
commiunent decision leter dated August 15, 2006. In this letter, USAC denied GISD’s request for E-Rate
funding of $417,281.47 for the year 2006 based upon the deicrmination that GISD violated compelitive
bidding requirements of the FCC. USAC perceived there to be a failure on the part of GISD 1o have a signed
consulting agreement in place for the 2006 E-Rate year. {See Exhibit “A™ attached) The USAC states in its
denial letier that “The Origin Group” acted as a consuliant without signing an agreement. Its decision further
indicates that “ FCC Rules require that FCC Forms 470 and 471 be signed by a person authorized o order
telecommunications and other supported services for eligible entities and 1o certify under oath to all the
required certifications.” Consequently, the funding requests were denied for violation of the competitive
bidding requirements.”

GISD believes that USAC has misinterpreted FCC Rules by requiring that any consultaat that provides
“advice” 1o an eligible entity is required to have a signed LOA, when that consultant does not sign, authorize,
or centify FCC Forms 470 and 471 and does not assist the applicant in any manner with the competitive

bidding requirement process. 0. of Cogios rec'd cz f’o{

UstABCDE

Lynne Cleveland, Superintendent

P.O.BoxG60  * Galveston, Texas 77553 =  (409) 766-5100 (Office) = 409-766-5106 (Fax)



L
rr

P 2007 2:16PM NO. 6960 P 3

FCC rules regarding “Consultant Lester of Agency™ ss documented on the USAC web site are as [ollows:

“A consulant or anyone signing as the authorized person who is not 2 school or library
employee should also have an LOA from the applicant expressly authorizing the consultant
Lo represent the applicant.” (See Exhibit B-1 atntached hereto)

Furthermore, the “Sample Letter of Agency (LOA)” news release provided to applicaats by the USAC on
2/1/05 (See Exhibit B-2 attached herelo) states:

“A Letter of Agency demonstrates the authorization of the person (on FCC forms, the
“Authorized Person”) to sign an FCC form on behalf of one or more eligible schools and/or
libraries. Generally, two sjtuations require an LOA or similar authorizing document:

.- - -(2) A consultant - or anyone signing as the amthorized person who is
not a school or library crmployee-- should have an LOA from the
applicant expressly authorizing the consultant w represent the applicant.”

GISD did not agree that a consultant agreement or LOA is required when the consuliant is not the anthorized
person 1o order lelecommunications and other supported services for the eligible entity and to certify under
oath 1o all the required certifications. Additionally, the counsultapt utilized in an advisory capacity by GISD
(The Origin Group) was not amthorized 1o sign, anthorize, or certify FCC forms 470 and 471 on behalf of
GISD and, in fact, did not sign, authorize, or certify FCC forms 470 and 471 on behalf of GISD during the E-
Rate 2006 cycle,

1. GISD's application 470 number 19194000561722 and Form 471 application number 495787 for
funding year 2006, was prepared, reviewed and signed by Nunzio Arcidiacono, a GISD employee,
who served as Director of Purchasing for the District. (See Exhibit C attached hereto indicaring Mr.
Arcidiacono’s employment status, Exhibit D attached hereto of the certification pages for Forms 470
and 471 for funding year 2006, signed and ccriified by Mr. Arcidiacono.)

R 2. Chris Webber. a GISD employee, whe served as Director of MIS, was named as the contact person
in the aforementioned 470 and 471. (See Exhibir “E” attached indicating Mr. Wehber's employment
stawus with GISD and altesling Lo the fact that Christopher C Webber, GISD’s employee, is not
Christopher R Webber, a consultant out of the stale of Oklahoma).

3. DBoth Mr. Arcidiacono and Mr. Webber, as GISD cmployees, acting in their respective positions with
the district, were authorized Lo order telecommunications and other supported services for GISD and
were authorized to certify under oath to all the FCC required certifications.

4. In correspondence sent fo USAC on 5/23, in response to USAC’s question as followup to SR-2006-
141339, rcgarding GISD's use of a consultant, (See Exhibit F hereto artached), GISD states thar the
Origin Group provided the following services for E-Rate funding year 2006:

a. provided recommendations to GISD for eligible services.
b. assisted GISD in preparing information necessary to complete Forms 470..
c. assisted GISD ir preparing information and required doctimentation for complction Forms
471
5. The Ongin group never took any official action related to E-Rate on behalf of GISD.

Furtbermore, FCC rules, as detailed on the USAC website regarding the Competitive Bidding Process, state:

“The compelitive bidding process must be fair and open. “Fair” means that all bidders
are trealed the same and that no bidder has advance knowledge of the project
information. “Open” means there are no secrets in the process.. . .The Form 470
should be clear about the products, services, and quantities the applicant is seeking. . .

The rule goes on o further say . . . a conflict of inlerest exists when the applicant’s
consultant is associated with a service provider thar is selecied and is involved in
determining the services sought by the applicant and the selection of the applicamt’s
service providers.” (Se¢ Exhibit G attached hereto)
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Thus. GISD asserts the following:

1. GISD followed all FCC and State competitive bidding requirements in the filing of its requests
for E-rale services for 2006. At no time did the Origin Group assist GISD in the competitive
bidding process (See Exhibit H , portion related (o competitive bidding of SR-2006-141339,
GISD response submitted May 19, 2006 attached hereto)

2. Origin Group was never authorized to represent GISD in any of the competitive bidding
fransactions or in any cther matter relaling to E-Rate applications.

3. Origin Group does not represent a service provider and is not a service provider and, therefore,
does noi create a conflict of interest in determining the services sought by the applicant and the
selection of the applicant service providers. (See Exhibit I, letter from the Origin Group dated
June 21, 2007, awached hereto)

SUMMARY: GISI¥S REQUEST FOR APPEAL/WAIVER

(1) Ttis the position of GISD that FCC rules are ambignous as 1o the requirement to have a Letter of Agency
in an instance where the consultant plays only a ministerial role in the E-Rate application process.

(2} USAC’s actions were confusing in not asking specific questions with respect 1o the exact role the Origin
Group played in GISD's 2006 E-Ratc application. During the SR-2006-141339 and followup phase, USAC
did not ask if Origin Group was the signer of our application or was a service provider.

(3) GISD acknowledges that we did not have a signed agreement with the Origin Group for 2006 E-Rate year.

GISD further asserts that a signed agreement is not necessary. GISD also asserts that the Origin Group only
acted as an advisor and did not represent us in any official capacity.

{4) Additionally, the Origin Group is not a service provider and does not provide E-Rate eligible services.
Thus, GISD asse1ts that competitive bidding requiremenis were not violated and there was no atiempt o
defraud the government.

{5) USAC's documentation never specifically refers to an LOA being required when a consultant simply
serves in an advisory capacity o an applicant. GISD further points out that State E-Rate Coordinators
funcrion also in an advisory capacity Lo applicants.

In the event GISD has been mistaken in its interpretation of the requirement for an LOA in all instances, then

GISD respectfully requests the FCC to waive this LOA requirement, as it pertains to GISD’s application for
2006 E-Rate funding.

Contact Name: Amold Proctor, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations

Address: P.O. Box 660, Galveston, Texas 77553
Telephone: 409-766-5127

Fax: 409-766-5106

Email: Amold_Proctor@gisd.org

Sincerely,

ook o/

ynne Cleveland
Superntendent

4
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Exhibit A

BEN: 141339
Form 471 Application Number: 495787
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Universal Service Atmimisirative Company
‘ , . Schools & Libatins Divigion

Administrater’s Decision on Appeal — Funding Year 2006-2007

April 26, 2007

Chris Webber

Galveston Independent School Distriet
3904 Avenue T

Galveston, TX 77550

Re: Applicant Name: GALVESTON INDEP SCHOOL DIST
Billed Entity Number: 141339
Form 471 Application Number: 495787
Funding Request Nummber(s): 1394796, 1394809, 1354818, 1394857, 1394894,
13594909, 1394918, 1452998
Your Cotrespondence Received.  April 12, 2007

After thorough review and mvestigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Diviston (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has made its
deciston in regard to your eppeal of USAC's Funding Year 2006 Funding Commiiment
Decision Letter for the Application Number indicaied above. Thas letter explains the
basis of USAC's decision. The date of this letter begins the 60 day thne period for
appealing this decision to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). If your
Letter of Appeal included more than one Application Number, please note that you will
receive a separate Jefter for each application.

Funding Request Number(s): 1394796, 1394809, 1394818, 1394857, 1394894,
1394909, 1394918, 1452998

Decision on Appeal: Denied

Explanation: '

e After thorough review of the appeal and the relevant facts and documentation, it
was determined that & consultant was nsed for the preparation of the Forms 470
and completion of the Forms 471, but Galveston Independent School Distrnict
{ailed to provide a consultant agreement or Letter of Agency. On May 19, 2006,
the District submitted documentation which stated the District did not have a
signed consultant agreement or Letter of Agency. The Reviewer sent additional
follow up questions on May 23, 2006, asking the District 0 submit a signed copy
of the consulting agreement and 1ist the services rendered by the consultant. In
response to the request for further clarification, the District stated that the
consultant assisted with the completion of the Forms 470 and Forms 471.

Box 125 — Comrespondence Unit, 30 South Jefferson Road, Wiuppany, New Jersey 07981
Visil us online at: www.sh.universalserics.org

P,
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According to documentation submitted to USAC, The Origin Group acted as a
consultant without signing an agreement with the District. Consequently, the
funding requests were depied for violation of the compelitive bidding
requirernents. On appeal you submitted a copy of & consulting agreement
between Galveston School District and The Origin Group. Program rules do not
permit USAC to accept new information on appeal except where an applicant was
not given an opportunity to provide information during the initial review or an
error was made by USAC. Therefore, the appeal is denjed.

s FCC Rules require that FCC Forms 470 and 471 be signed by a person authorized
to order telecommunications and other supported services for the eligible entities
and certify under oath to all the required certifications. 47 C.F.R. secs.
54.504(b)}(2), 54.504(c)(1). The authorized person certifies on the Form 470 and
Form 471 that he or she 1s the person authorized to submif and certify to the
accuracy of the applications. See Schools and Libraries Universal Service,
Description of Services Requested and Certification Form 470, OMB 3060-0806,
Block 5 and Schools and Libraries Universal Service, Services Ordered and
Certification Form 471, OMB 3060-0806, Block 6. Consultants or other signers
who are not employees of the Billed Entity must have a Letter of Agency from the
applicant affirming that they are authorized to represent the applicant. See
Instructions for Completing the Schools and Libraries Universal Service Services
Ordered and Certification Form (FCC Form 471), OMB 3060-0806 and the
Reference Area at our website, www.usac.org/sl. Additionslly, the FCC has
stated that, 1f consultants are involved, beneficiaries must retain signed copies of
all written apgreements with E-rate consultants. See Schools and Libraries
Universal Service Suppert Mechanism, CC Docket No. 02-6. Fifth Report and
Order and Order, 19 FCC Red 15808, 15824-26, FCC 04-190 para. 48 (rel. Aug.
13, 2004).

if your appeal has been approved, but funding has been reduced or demied, you may
appeal these decisions to either USAC or the FCC. For appeals that have been denied in
full, partially approved, dismmissed, or canceled, you may file an appeal with the FCC.
You should refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC.
Your appeal must be received or postiarked within 60 days of the date on this letter.
Failure 1o meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of vour appeal. If you
are submitling your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the
Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554, Further information and oplions
for filing an appeal directly with the FCC can be found in the *Appeals Procedure”
posted in the Reference Area of the SLD section of the USAC website or by contacting
the Client Service Bureau. We strongly recommend that you use the electronic filing
options.

We thank you for your continued support, patience and cooperation during the appeal
process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 ~ Correspondence Unil, 30 Sowh Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Sersey 07981
Visit us mitiine an: wwaw.si universalservice.org
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Chns Webber

Galveston Independent School District

3904 Avenne T
Galveston, TX 77550

Billed Bntity Number:
Form 471 Application Number:
Form 486 Application Number:

141339
495787

NC. 6560 7.
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Exhibit B-1

BEN: 141339
Form 471 Application Number: 495787
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Universal Service Adnmnistrative Company

Letter of Agency

The authorized person on the Form 471 - the person whose signature appears In the Form 471 ltem 38 - certifies that he or she Is the
person autharized to submit and certify to the accuracy of the application. This person must be autharized to represent any and ail of
the entities for which discounts are sought in the funding requests featured on the application. During its review of the Form 471,

USAC may require copies of the documentatfon thal confirms this person's authorization to represent all of the entities featured on the
Form 471.

The evidence that establishes this authorization - and therefore, that establishes the relationship between the authorized person and
the enfities featured on the form - is generally a Letter of Agency (LOA).

Consortlum Letter of Agency
A Letter of Agency (LOA) is most commonly signed by consortium members and kept on file by their consortium leader to verify their
knowledge of thelr membership and participation In the consortium. Qther vehicles to establish this authorization could be a2 project

agreement, a contract, a letter agreement, or other similar docutnent. The consottium LOA must be signed and dated on or before the
postmark date of the Form 471 certification or the date the form was eertified online.

Consultant Letier of Agency
A consultant or anyone signing as the authorized person wha is not a schaal or library employes should also have an LOA from the

applicant expressly authorizing the consultant to represent the applicant. The constltant LOA must be signed and dated before the
first action is taken by that Consultant on your behalf (such as filing the Form 470).

Whatever the form of the docurnent establishing the above authorization, it must contain all of the following;

] & The name of the person fifing the appfication {the consortium leader or consultant)
~—" & The name of the person authorizing the fitling of the application (the entity who wili receive discounted services, such as a
Consarium membars
* Tha spacific imaframa the LOA or authorizing document covers (for example, the E-Rate Funding Year 2003)

s The signature, signalure date, and lills of an officiai who is an employee of the entity whe is authorizing the filing of the
application (the entity who will receive discounted sarvices, such as & consoium member)

® The type of services coversd by the LOA or autherizing document. The description of services can be as general as "all E-
Rate eiigible services” or it can ba more restrictive {e.0., "basic telephone servica only").

NOTE: The timeframes of these authorizatlons cannot be open-ended, such as "until terminated by either party.”

In certain situations, other documentation may be accepted as proof of authorization. For example, for consortium applications, the
consortium lead member must aither collect LOAs from each consortiurmn member or be able to provide some other proof that each
consortium member knew it was represented on the application. Consortia whish have a statutory or regulatory basis and for which
participation by schools or libraries is mandatory must be able to provide documentation supporting this certification, including copies
of the relevant state statute or regulation,

Note: If the LOA suthorizes a consortium leader to apply for discounted servicas on your behalf, then it must be signed and dated on
or before the postmark date of the Form 471 certification or the date the form was cerlified online. If the LOA authorizes a consultant
1o act on your behalf, than it must be signed and dated before the first action is taken by that ¢onsultant on your behalf (such as filing
the Form 470).

Follow this link for a sample Letter of Agency (PDF, 37 KE) that can be used as a reference guide.

Last nedified on 5/25/2007

® 1997-2007, Universal Service Administrative Company, All Righls Reserved,
Home | Privacy Policy | Sitemap | Websile Esedback | Website Tqur | Contact Us

~

hitp://www.universalservice.org/sl/tools/reference/letters-of-agency.aspx 6/25/2007
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Exhibit B-2

BEN: 141339
Form 471 Application Number: 495787



SEFC 4 200N 2

About the Schools and
Libraries Program
* Querview of tha Prearam
= Overviaw of [he Process

* Tralnitg Prasentatlons

* Service Provider
Conlerence Calls

- Eligible Services Ligt

" Appeals

" Andius

- Suspanslons and
Debarments

- Update Contack
Taformason

- RoCUmERNT Ratentian,
Renulraments

" Sire Visits

* Chanags and Corractions

= Commitment Adjustnent
(COMAD)

Schools and Librarles

" Tools

g

" &pply Online

- Calendar/keminders
- Redulred Forms

- Reference Area

- Search Tects

= Program Compllance -
whistlablower Hatline

18P Mycements - Schools & Libraries (USAC) NO. 6960 Pa&P_‘ 1y

February 2005 Announcements

Please click on the topic below to view the most recent announcemants:

21) (2/15/0%) ¢ SLD Posts Improved Online Form 474
s SLD Provides Clarification for Eliglbility (2/7/05)
of Priority 1 Services (2/15/05) ¢ SLD Issues FYZQ05 Form 470 RNLs
e Invoice Improvement Update; (2/1/05)
Bllting/Shipping Date Review (2/14/05) Sample Letter of Agency {LOA) Avaijlable
(2/1/05)
e Miscellaneous Updates to Web Site
(2/1/05)

[Holiday Hours Announcement (February 21) (2/15/05) Tok of Page]

The Schools and Librarles Client Service Bureau will be closed on Monday, February 21, 2005

In observance of Presidents’ Day. The Client Service Bureau will resume normal operations
on Tuesday, February 22, 2005 at 8:00 a.m. EST.

[SLD Provides Clarification for Eligibility of Priority 1 Services (2/15/05) Top of Page|

The SLD has recently seen marketing efforts regarding video and other servicas in the
Telecommunications and Internet Access categaries that misconstrue FCC eligibility
reguirements.

In the Telecommunications categery of service, the FCC's Eligible Services List indicates, in
the listing for “Distance Learning Clrcuits,” that “[t]ransmission sarvices that provide [video
or other] distance learning are eligible for discount.” Some may have mistakenly concluded
that this staternent indicates that any Distance Learning service [s eligible, when in fact the
statement is limited to eligibility for the transmission services that enable distance learning.

Since a full distance learning system may include components beyond the FCC's definition of
a telecommunications service, applicants must use care that the costs of ineligible features
have been removed when submitting funding requests.

In the Internet Access category of service, the FCC’s Eligible Services List indlcates that the
Internet Access category of service is “limited to the provision of *basic conduit access’ to the
Internet.” Some may have mistakenly concluded that Internet Access ran include functions
that go beyond “basic conduit access” to the Internet, such as a direct exchange of data or
video between applicant sites. Such conclusions are incorrect. In the Internet Access
category of service, the SLD will anly fund services that are within FCC requirements for
“basic condult access” to the Internet. Funding in this category will not be provided for
transport of point-te-point connectivity of data, video, or volce applications that are to be
provided only by eligible telecommunlications carrlers.

Applicants are cautioned that funding requests for products and services that are inellgible
should nat be suhmittarl. Anv funding remiests that Incliude a eamhinatinn af eliaible And

http://www.universalservice.org/sl/tools/mews-archive/2 005/022005.asp 6/25/2007
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ineligible compaonents must be cost -allocated to remove ineligible features.

L Py P —

|Invoice Improvement Update: Billing/Shipping Date Review (2/14/05) Top of Page|

S5LD has initiated an evaluation of the invaice review process. The goal of this evaluation is
to speed up the processing of invoices without compromising program integrity. As SLD
implements [mprovements ta the invoice review process, notice will be posted to this web
site with “Inveice Irnprovement Update” in the title. This is the First of thase postings.

In the past, if the date for custemer billing or shipping reported on a line in Column 11 or
Column 12 on an FCC Form 474 (SPI Form)} was

*before the start of the funding year,
* before the service start date reported on the Form 486, or

* after the close of the funding year and the last allowable date to invelce,

the Involce reviewer was required to contact the service provider, work through the
discrepancy, and then verify receipt of the necessary documentation that supported
compliance with program rutes.

Under a recently-enacted change to the review process, if the billing or shipping date in a
line ltem on a SPI Form daes not comply with program rules, that line item will be denied.

A line item denied for this reason wilt be featured on 2 remittance staterment with the

appropriate invoice error code, This line item may be submitted on a new SPI Form with the
correct date.

If you have any questions, please contact the Client Service Bureau,

[SPIN Support for Online Filers (2/14/05) Yop of Pags]

If you are stlll flling your Farm 471, and are filing online, you must have a Service Provider

Identification Number (SPIN) for each Funding Request in order to pregress thraugh Block 5
of the online form. Filars who do not have a SPIN will receive a message as they attempt to
complete the form directing them to call the Client Service Bureau (CSB) for asslstance,

Please note that SPIN assistance is available for those oniine filers who have completed the
competitive bidding process and selected their service providers, but whose service
providers' SPIN assignment has not yet been completed. (Manual fllers are able to provide
either the service pravider name or the SPIN in order to meeting Minimum Processing
Standards.) The Item 21 attachment should clearty indicate the name of the service
provider. Cali the CSB toll-free at 1-888-203-8100, and representatives wlill provide you this
assistance, Remember that the CSB hours of service are 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. EST.

lSLD Posts Improved Online Form 474 (2/7/05) Toa of Page.|

SLD has posted an improved online Form 474. The information required an the form Is the
same as the previous version; however, the logk and feel Is somewhat different. The
improved form has more functionality and Is easier to use. Following is a summary of the
changes:

Block 1, Item 7 - The total invoice amount is now an automatic ¢alculation., This item wlll
be automatically updated each time you complete a new line in Block 2.

Save and Exit - You may now save your work and exit the system without submitting the
Form 474. You may then return at a later time to complete and submit the form. Te access
an incomplete form, you will need the invoice number and security code that was supplied to
you after you first completed Block 1. Once you have submitted a Form 474, you may not
make any changes to that form. However, you may still view your Form 474 at any time

----- —hl _ ifmimime —imbema o pmmteniiey A
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Question/Problem - Click this butten to submit a problern or comment about the Form
474 to the Client Service Bureau.

Print Preview - When you click the Submit button, the Print Preview function will display a
copy of your Form 474, You may print your form at any time using tha Print Preview
function,

Unlimited number of line items ~ You may now submit an unlimited number of line itemns.

Block 2 Line Item Summary - As you add each line item, the Block 2 total will be
updated.

If you have any questions please call the Client Service Bureau.

[SLD Issues FY2005 Form 470 RNLS (2/1/05) Top of Page]

The SLD has begun to issue Receipt Notification Letters for Funding Year 2005 Forrns 470,
These letters will be mailed in dafly batches of about 5,000 per day, from January 31
through February 8, 2005,

You may view a Sample Form 470 Receipt Notification Letter [PDF] In the Reference Area of
this web site.

* [Sarnpie Letter of Agency (LOA) Available (2/1/05) Tan “fFaﬂﬂl

The SLD has posted a sampie Letter of Agency (LOA} in the Reference Area of this web site.

A Letter of Agency demonstrates the authorization of the person {on FCC farms, the
“Authorized Persen”} to sign an FCC form on behalf of one or more eligible schools and/or
lIbraries. Generally, two situatlons requirz an LOA or similar authorizing document:

1. Consortium members file a LOA with thelr consortium leader verifying their knowledge
of their membership and participation in the consortium. The consertivm leader must
keep these latters on file.

2. A consultant — or anyone signing as the avthorized person who is not a school or
library employee — should have an LOA from the applicant expressly authorizing the
cansultant to represent the applicant.

You tan view the Sarnplie Letter of Agency through the document Letters of Agency posted
to the Reference Area of this web site.

[Miscellaneous Updates to Web Site (2/1/05) Top of Page]

Following Is a lIst of the documents or pages that have changed on this web site since the
last posting on updates:

A new link — Site Vislts — has been created in the right-hand column of the SLD web pages.
This link will take users to a new external web site that acts as a guide to the site visit
process, with a description of the process, documentation needed, and contact information

The document Item 21 Attachments for Form 471 has been updated to include optional
information that applicants can include in thelr Itemn 21 attachments to reduce the likelthsod
that Prograrn Integrity Assurance will ask for that information during the application review
process,

The document Cost Allocation Guidelines for Preducts and Services that Contzin Eligible and
Ineligibte Compgnents

has been updated to feature the correct telephone number for questions about cost
allocation from service providers and manufacturers,

httn-/fomw nnivarealiervice arol/dd/tnalemewecarchive/ 2005027005 aen AISN07T
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Need help? You can contact us tell frea at 1-8BB-203-8100.
Our hours of operation are 8AM to 8PM, Eastern Time, Monday through Frday.
Aware of fraud, waste, and abuse, report it to our Whistieblower Hatlina'

& 1997-2006, Univarsal Service Administrative Company, All Rights Reservad
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INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

OFFICE OF ARNOLD PROCTOR

All children can and will learn.

June 25, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:;

Nunzio Arcidiacono was employed by Galveston Independent School (GISD) from
April 17, 2001 through December 15, 2006. During this time, he served as Director
of Purchasing. He was authorized by GISD to conduct all competitive bidding
actions and to sign and certify for GISD the 2006 E-Rate applications.

Sincerely,

QA Ao

Arnold Proctor
Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations

Arnold Proctor, Assistant Superintendent for Business & Opcrations

P. 0. Box 660 = Galveston, Texas 77553 = (409) 766-5107 (Office) * 409-766-5106 (Fax}

17
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FCC Form 470

Universal Service Pro !l ol

Entity Number: 141339 ?pplicant‘s Form ldentifier: 2006-FCC470-
“ontact Person: Christopher Phone Number: 409-766-5175
FCC Form Approval by OMB

3060-0606

Schools and Libraries Universal Service
470 Program Description of Services Requested
and Certification Form

De nevd write in this aras

Form 470 Application Number: 191840000561722

18. ¥ | cerlify that the applicant includes:(Check one or both.)

a. ¥ schools under the statutory definifions of elementary and secondary schools found In the No
Chiid Letft Behind Act of 2001, 20 U_S.C Secs.7081(18) and (38), that do not aperate as for-profit
businesses, and do not have endowments exceeding $50 milion; and/or

b. I~ lbraries or library consortia eligible for assistance from a State library administrative agency
under the Library Services and Technology Act of 1996 that do not operate as for-profit businesses and
whose budgets are completely separate from any school {including, but not imited to elerentary and
secondary schools, cofleges, and universities).

20.¥ | certify that al! of the individual schoolg, libraries, and library consortia receiving setvices under
this application are covsred by technology plans that are written, that cover all 12 months of the funding
year, and that have been or will be approved by a state or other authorized body, an SLD-certlfied
technology plan approver, prior to the commencement of service. The plans were written at the following
level(s):

a. M individual technalogy plans for using the services requested in the application; and/or

b. ¥ higher-leve! technology plans for using the services requested in the application; or

c. I notechnology plan needed; application requests baslc focal, cellutar, PCS, and/or long distance
telephone service and/or veice mail only.

21. M | certify that ! will post my Form 470 and (if applicable) make my RFP available for at least 23
days before considering all bids received and selecting a service provider. | certify that all bids submitted
will be carefully considered and the bid selected will be for the most cost-effective service or equipment
offering, with price being the primary factor, and will be the most cost-effective means of meeting
educationai needs and technology plan goals. ! certify that | will retain required documants for a pariod of
at least five years after the last day of service delivered. | certify that | will retain all documents necessary
to demonstrate compliance with the states and Commission rules regarding the application for, receipt of,

http://wrww.sl.universalservice.org/Form470/FY8_BlockS5c.asp 1/5/2006
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and delivery of services receiving schools and Ebraries discounts, | acknowledge that | may be audited
pursuant to participation in the schoo’s and librarles program.

NI 22. ¥ | cerify that the services the applicant purchases at discounts provided by 47 U.8.C. Sec. 254
will be used solely for sducational purposss and wilt not be sold, resold, or transferred in consideration
for money or any other thing of value, except as permitted by the Commission’s rules at 47 C.F.R. Sec,
54.500(k). Additionally, | certify that the entity or enfities listed on this application have not received
anything of vaiue or a promise of anything of value, other than the sefvices and equipment sought by
means of this form, fram the service provider, or any representative or agent thereof or any consultant In
connection with this request for sepvices.

23. ¥ | acknowledge that support under this support mechanism is conditional upon the school(s)
and/or library(les) | represent securing access, separately or through this program, to all of the
resources, including computers, training, software, internal connections, maintenance, and electrical
capacity necessary to use the services purchased effactively. | recognize that some ofthe
aforemsntionsd resources are not ellgible for support.

24. ¥ | certify that | am authorized to order telecommunications and other supported services for the
eligible entify(ies). | certify that | am authorized to submit this requast on behalf of the eligible enfity(les)
listed on this application, that | have examined this request, and to the best of my knowledge,
information, and belief, alf staternants of fact contained herein are true.

25, W | certify that | have reviewed all applicable state and locat procurernenticompetitive bidding
requirements and that | have complied with them. | acknowledge that persone willfully making false
statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture, under the Commissions Act, 47 U.S.C.
Secs. 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C. Sec.
1001.

26. ¥ | acknowledge that FCC rules provide that persons who have been convicted of criminal
violations or held civilly liable for certain acts arfising from their participation in the schodls and libraries
o support mechanisrn are subject to suspension and debarment from the program.

27. Signature of authorized person
Es. Printed name of authorized person  Nunzio Arcidiacono
30. Title or Eosiﬁon of authorized person _Director of Purchasing

31a. Street Address of authorized person
3904 Avenue T
Galveston, TX 77550

31b. Telephone Number of authorized person _{409) 766-5132
31c. Fax Number of authorized person _ (409) 766-5106

31d. E-mail address of authorized person _Nunzio Arcidiacono@gisd.org

31e. Name of authorized Eerson's emglozer Galveston School District -

Form 470 Application Number: 191840000561722
GALVESTON INDEP SCHOOL DIST
3904 AVENUE T

GALVESTON, TX 77550-

Service provider involvement with preparation or certification of a Form 470 can taint the
competitive bidding process and resuit In the denial of funding requests. For more information,
refer to the SLD web site at www.sl.universalservice.org or call the SLD client Service Bureau at

1-883-203-8100.

|
http://wwwv.sl universalservice org/Form470/F Y8_BlockSc.asp 1/5/2006
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INOTICE: Section 54,504 of the Federal Communications Commission's ntles requires all schools and Ubtaries ordering services that are
efigible for and seeking universel saivice discounts to flle this Description of Services Requested and Certification Form (FCC Fom 470)
h the Univarsal Service Administrater. 47 C.F.R. § 54.564. The collection of mfamnation sterma fram the Commistlon's authority under

Section 254 of the Cormmunications Act of 1934, as amended. 47 U.S.C. § 254. The data in the report will be used to ensure that schoals
ahd fbraries comply with the competidve bidding reguirermemt contained In 47 C.FR. § 54.504. A echools and Faties planning tv order
sarvices eliglbie far universal service discounts rmrst fle this form thamsalvas or a3 part of 3 consortium,

An agency may not conduct or sponsor. and a person ks not raquired to raspond to, a vollection of mformation unless # displays a currentiy
alid OMB control numbar.

8 FCC Is authorized under the Communications Act of 1534, as amendad. to coflect the information we requeast in this fatm. Wae will use
the Informalion you provide to datarmine whether approving this apphcation s in the public interest. if wo believe there may be a violation
or & potential viclation of any spplicable statse, reguiation, fule or ovder, your application nay be refertad to the Federal, stats, or local
lagency raspansible for ipvastigating. prosecuting, snforcing, ar implementing the statute. rule. ragulation er order. In certain casas, the
armation in your application may be disclosed to the Department of Justice or a court or adjudicative bady whan (a} the FCC; or (bB) any
smployas of the FCC: ar (¢) the United States Govetrnmant, is a party of a ptoceeding befots the body ar has an interast in the
proceeding. In addition, Information provided in or submilted with this form or in responss o subsequent Inquiries may also be subjact o
jsclosurs consisient with the Communications Act of 1934, FCC regulations, the Freadom of Information Act, 5 U.8.C. § 552, or olher
oplicabla faw.

you owe & past due dabtto the fedatal government. the Inforomatian you provide mey nlso be disclosad ta the Depatiment of the
reasury Financial Managemant Sarvice, other Fadaral aganties andfor your emnployar to offaet your salary, IRS tax miund or athar
paymerts fo collact that debt. Tha FCC may also provide this information to these agencias through the matching of compirter rocords
en authotized.

¥ you do not provide the information we mequast on the form. the FCC may dalay processing of yowr application of may rebism your
applicatien without uction.

e forageing Notica is raqulred by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1885, Pub. L. No, 104-13, 44 U.3.C. § 3501, ot seq.

Public reporting burden for this collecdon of mformation Is estimatad to average 4 hours par response. mcuding tha time for raviewing
siructions, searching existing date sawrcas, gathering end malntaining the data needed, camplelting, and reviewing the colfacion of
formaetion. Sand comments regarding this burden estimate or any athsr aspect of thi= callecion of mformation, including suggestions for
aducing the repottng burden to the Fedetl Communications Commission, Performance Evahation and Records Management,
ashington, 0.C. 20554,

Please submit this form to:
SLD - Form 470
P.0. Box 7026
Lawrence, KS 66044-7026
1-383-203-8100

|For express delivery services or U.S. Postal Service, Retum Recalpt Requested, mail this form to:
SLD Forms
ATTN: SLD Form 470
3833 Greenway Drive
Lawrence, KS 66046
1-888-203-8100

FCC Form 470
November 2004

Done

http//www.sl universalservice.org/Form470/F Y8_BlockSc.asp 1/5/2006
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Do net write i thie area.
Application 1D:495787

~
N — = o
Entity 141339 Applicant's Form  2006-471-
Number =R Identifier : TCAA
Contact Chris 409-766-
Person Webber Phone Number 5100
Block 6: Certifications and Signature
24. [V | cortify that the entities listed in Block 4 of this appilcation are eligible for support because they are: (check one or bothy
schools under the statutory definitions of elementary and secondary sthools found in the No Child Left Behind
a ¥ Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. Secs. 7801{18) and {38), that do not operats as for-profit businesses, and do not have
endowments axceeding 350 million; and/or
b. [ fibraries or llbrary consortia eligible for assistance from a State {ibrary administrative agency under the Library
Bervices and Tachnology Act of 1936 that do not operate as for-profit businesses and whosa budgets are
completely separata from any schools including, but not limited to elementary, secondary schools, colleges, or
universities
25. E' i certify that the antity | represent or the eniities listed on this applicatlon have sacured access, saparately or through
this program, to all of the resources, inciuding computers, training, software, internal connections, maintenance, and
elacirical capacity, necessary 1o use the services purchased affectively. | recognize thet some of the aforementioned
resources gre not eligible for support. | centlfy that the enlities | represent or the entities listad in this application have
secured access to alt of the resources to pay the discounted charges for gligible services from funds tp which accass
has bean sacured in the current funding year. | cerlify that the Bllled Entity will pay the non-discount portion of the cast
of the gooas and services to the service provider(s).
Total funding year pre-discount amount ¢n this Form 471 (Add the enfities from ftem
a. 23} an all Block § Discount Funding Requests.) $513,689.04
Mo Total funding commitment request amount on this Form 471 (Add the entities from $417,281.47
\_/.-" . lems 23K on all Block 5 Discount Funding Requests,)
c. Total applican nen-discount share (Subtract ltem 25b from ltem 25a.) $96,407.57
F d. Total budgeted amount allocated to resources not sligible for E-rate suppon $75’OOO'OO
Total amount necessary for the applicant 1o pay the non-discount share of the
services requested on this application AND to secure access to the resources $1 71.407.57
e necessary 1o make effective use of the discounts. {Add ltems 25¢ and 25a.) AJT
£ [,- Chack this box if you are recaeiving any of the funds in ltam 25e directly from a
' ™ service providar listed on any Forms 471 flled by this Billad Entity for this funding
year, or if a service provider listed on any of the Forms 471 filed by this Billed Entity
for this funding year assisted you in locating funds in ltems 25e.

26, Iv: | certify that ali of the schools and lipraries or library consortia listed in Block 4 of this application are covered by
™ technology plans that are written, that cover all 12 months of the funding year. and that have been or will be approved
by a state or other authorized body, and an SLD-certiflad technology plan approver, prior to the commencemant of
sarvice. The plans are written at the following level{s):

a. ﬁ an individual technictogy plan for using the services requestad in this application; and/or_
b. [: higher-level technology pian(s) for using the services requested in this application; or

i
c. {  no technology plan needed; applying for basic local, eeliular, PCS, and/or long distance telephone service and/or
T voice maii only.

27. | |certify that i posted my Form 470 and {if applicable) mads my RFP available for at least 28 days before considering all
"7 bids received and selecting a service provider. | certify that all bids submitted were carefully considered and the most

cost-effective service offering was selected, with price baing the primary factor considered, and is the most cost-
gffective means of meeting educational needs and tschnology plan goals.

!

047001010

http://www,.sl.universalservice.org/FY3_Form471/ASPPaperCert.asp 2/16/2006
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28. 7. | cenify that lhe entity responsible for selecting the service provider(s) has reviewad all appiicable FCC, state, and jozal

procurement/compatitive bidding requirements and that the entity or entities listed on this application have complied
with them.

N

i certify that the services the applicant purchases at discounts provided by 47 U.8.C. Sec. 254 will be used solely for
sducational purposes and wlli not be sold, resold, or transfarred in consideration for money or any other thing of value,
excapt as permitted by the Commisslon's rules at 47 C.F.R. Sac. 54.500(k). Additionally, I ceriify that the Billed Entity
has not received anything of value of a promise of anything of value, other than services and equlpment reguestad

under thig form, from 1he semvice providaer{s) or any repiesentative or agant thereof or any consultant in cannection with
this request far servicas.

30, E | cartity that | and the enthy(ies) | represent have complied with all program rules and | acknowledge that failure to do
so may resuli in denia! of discount funding and/or canceliation of funding commitments. Thera are signad confracts
covering all of the services listed on this Form 471 excapt for those sefvicas providad under non-contracted tariffed or
month-to-manth arrangemerts, | asknowledge that failure to comply with program rules could result In clvit or ¢riminal
prosecution by thg appropriate law enforcement awthorities.

3. E} | acknowiedge that the discount level used for shared services is conditional, for future years, upon ensuring that the
mos? disadvantaged schools and libraries thet are treated as sharing in the service, receive an appropriate share of
benefits from those services.

32. E 1 certify that | will retain required documents for a period of at least five years after the [ast day of service deiivared. |
certify that | will retain all documents netessary to demonstrate compliance with the statute and Commission rules
regarding the application for, receipt of, and delivery of services receiving schools and libraries discounts, and that if
gudited, | will make such records available to the Administrator. | acknowledge that | may be audited pursuant 1o
participation in the schoals and libraries program.

33. |¥ | cerify that | am authorized to order telecommunications and other supportad sarvices for tha aligible entity(ies) listed
"7 on this application. | certify that | am authorized to submit this request on behalf of the eligible entity(ies) listed on this

application, that | have examined this request, that all of the information on this form is true and correct to the best of
my knowledge, that the entitles that ara raceiving discounts pursuant to this application have complied with the terms,
conditions and purposes of this program, that no kickbacks were paid to anyone and that false statemants on this form
¢an be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act, 47 U.E.C. Sees. 502, 503(b), or fine or
imprigonment under the Title 16 of the United States Code, 18 U.5.C. Sec. 1001 and civil violations of the False Claims
Act,

3. E | acknowledge that FCC rules provide that persons who have been convicted of criminal violations or held civllly llable
for centaln acts arising from their participation in the schools and libraries support mechanism are subject to suspension
and debarmant from the program. | will institute reasonable maasures 1o be informed, and will notify USAC should | ba
Infarmed or become aware that | or any of the entities listed on this appiication, or any person associated in any way
with my entity and/or entities lIsted on this application, is convicted of a criminal violation or held civilly Yiable icr acts
arizing from thelr participation in the schools and libraries support mechanism.

3s5. E | certify that if any of the Funding Requasts on this Form 471 are for discounts for products or services that confain bath
eiligible and ineliglble components, that | have allocated the cost of the coniract to sligible and ineligible companies as
required by the Commission's rules at 47 C.F.R. Sec. 54.504{g}{1),(2).

36. F;' | certify that this funding request does not constitute a request for internal connections services. except basic
" maintenance services, in violatlon of the Commission requirement tnat efigible entities are not eligible for such support
mare than twice every five funding years beginning with Funding Year 2005 as required by the Commission's rules at
47 C.F.A. Sec. 54.506(c).

37. |# | certify thatths non-discounted portion of the costs for eligible services will nof be paid by the service provider. The
" pre-discount costs of eligible services features on this Form 471 are net of any rebates or discounts offered by the
service provider. | acknowladge that, for the purpose of this rule, the provision, by the provider of & supported service,
of free servicas ar praducts unrefated to the supported service or product constitutes a rebate of some or all of the qost
of the supporied services.

38. Signature of authorized person 39. Signature Date

o o . l6/0¢
a0,  Pri nathe of autherized person ¢
Nunzio Arcidiacono
41,  Tille or posltion of authorized person
Dirsctor of Puschasing
42a. Street Address, P.O Box or Route Number
3904 Ave T
i City, State Zip Code
Galveston, TX 77550
42h. Telephone number of authorized person:

http://www sl.universalservice.org/FY3_Form471/ASPPaperCert.asp 2/16/2006
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(409) 766-5100

42e. Fax number of autharized person;
(4089) 814-B147

42d. E-mail of authorized person:
Nunzio_Arcidiacono@gisd.org

42e Name of authorized parson's employer
Galveston ISD

The Americans with Disabilities Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Rehabilitation Act may

impase obligations on entities to make the services purchased with these discounts accessible to and ysable by people
with disabilities.

NOTICE: Section 54.504 of the Federal Communications Commission's rules requires 3l schools and libraries ordering services
that are ellgible for and seeking universal service discounts to file this Services Orderad and Ceriification Form (FCC Form 471)
with the Universal Service Administrator, 47 C.F.H.§ 54.504. The colleclion of information stems from the Commission's authority
under Section 254 of the Communications Act of 1834, as amended. 47U.5.C. § 254. The data in the ropon will be used o ensure
that schools and libraries comply with the competitive bidding requiremant contained in 47C.F.R. § 54.504. Ali schools and
libraries planning 1o order services eligible for universal service discounts must file this form themselves or as part of a
consortium.

An agency may not canduet o sponsor, and a person is not required 10 respond to, a collection of information unlgss it displays a
currently valid OMB control number,

The FCC s authorized under the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, to collact the information we request in this form. We
will use the information you provide 10 determine whether approving this application is in the public interest. if we believe thare
ray be & violation or 2 potential viclarion of any spplicable statute, regulation, rule or order, your application may be reterred to
the Federal, state, or local agency responsible for investigating, prosecuting, enforcing, or implementing the statute, rule,
ragulation ar order. In cenain cases, the information in your application may be disclosed to the Dapariment of Justice ar & court
or adjudlcatlve body when (a) the FCC; or {b) any emnloyee of the FCC; or (¢} the United States Government is a panty of a
proceeding before the body or has an intarest in the proceeding. In addition, consistent with the Communications Act of 1934,
FCC regulations and orders, the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, or other applicabls law, information provided in or
submitted with thig form ar in response te subsequent inguiries may be disclosed 1o the public.

if you owe a past due debt to the Federal government, the information you provide may alsa be disclosed to the Depantimant of the
Treasury Financial Management Service, other Federal agencies and/or your employer to offset your salary. 1IR3 tax refund or
other payments 1o collact that debt. The FCC may also provide the Information e these agencies through the matching of
computer recerds when authorized.

if you do not provide the Information we reguest on the form, the FCC may delay processing of your application or may return your
application without action.

The feregoing Nofica is required by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub. L. No. 104-13, 44 U.S.C. § 3501, et seq.

Public reparting burden for this collection of information |s estimated to avarage 4 hours per responge, including the time for
reviewing instructlons, searching exisiing data sources, gathering and maintalning the daia needed, completing, and reviewing the
collection af information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate ot any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the reporting burden to the Federal Communications Comrmission, Performance Evaluaiion and
l Racords Management, Washington, DC 20554,

Please submit this form to:

SLD-Form 471
P.0O. Box 7026
Lawrence, Kansas 66044-7026

For express delivery services or U.S. Postal Service, Return Receipt Requested,
mail this form ta:

SLD Forms

ATTN: SLD Form 471
3833 Greenway Drive
Lawrence, Kansas 66046

http.//www.sl.universalservice.org/FY3_Form471/ASPPaperCert.asp 2/16/2006
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(e38) 2036100

Print] [___Create em 27 Attachment . _;

(888) 203-8100
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